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Gene Tunney Joins Lecturing Boom, 
~ Maude Adams’ 


Comeback, Others 








Lure of big toin for lecturing is at- 
tracting many new names—including 
a flock from show business—to the 
platform next season, the 1940-41 
lists from the major booking bureaus 
reveal. Topping the newcomers on 
price asked is Gene Tunney, with 
$1,250 quoted for a singre engage- 
ment. That exceeds demands of all 
show business personalities, who will 
include Moss Hart, Sheila Barrett, 
Geraldine Farrar, Jane Cowl, Lotte 
Lehmann, Vyvyan Donner, Josephine 
Dillon Gable and Frank Crumit and 
Julia Sanderson (as a team). 

Returning to the platform after an 
absence of two years will be Maude 
Adams, while being offered again, as 
during the past season, are John 
Mason Brown, John Anderson, H. V. 
Kaltenborn, Orson Welles, Angna 
Enters, Clifton Fadiman and Helen 
Howe. 

Hitting boom proportions early| 
this season, the platform industry has 
continued on the upgrade and is ex- 
pected to be even bigger next year. 
Evidence of the increasing public in- 
terest have been stories about the in- 
dustry in February issues of both 
Readers Digest and Vogue, while the | 

(Continued on page 47) 





Coast Names Work 
-Oboler Shows For 
$21 AFRA Minimum 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. | 

Arch Oboler’s sustaining series is 
attracting notice here for its ability 
to get names at AFRA minimum, $21, 





vv 


Helen Kane’s Comeback; 
From ‘Boops’ to Operetta 


Helen Kane, out of show business 
a number of years, is mapping a 
comeback. She's taking vocal in- 
struction for a switch from the 


‘boop-boop-a-doop’ style to light 
opera. 
Aside from the ‘booping,’ Miss 


Kane is generally credited with 
pioneering the type of baby-voiced 
warbling now associated with Bon- 
nie Baker (Orrin Tucker’s band). 


May Ship ‘Hellz’ 
To Columbus For 


One-Show Benefit 


Columbus, Feb. 27. 

Most ambitious plans for an out- 
of-town benefit showing by a Broad- 
way standout are in formation, idea 
being to send ‘Hellzapoppin’ here 
for a Sunday night showing for 
charity. Proposal comes from an 
Ohio newspaper. publisher’ and 
philanthropist who is a close friend 
of Olsen and Johnson, owners of an 
equal interest in the show with the 
Shuberts. Latter are said to have 
assented to the unusual engagement, 
as have the supporting players. 

Understood that the cost of send- 
ing ‘Hellz’ from the Winter Garden, 
where it is running, to Columbus 











that_usually command big fees. NBC 
writer-director has 
successive weeks 
names as: 

Elsa Lanchester, Joan Crawford 
and Jimmy Gagney, with perhaps 
One by Ronald Colman. 

Oboler’s selling point to the Holly- 


in March such 


wood players is that he gives them | 
Parts they can sink their teeth into, | 


not the usual flabby stuff of the 
commercial skits. 

Oboler, a marathoner, has done 
400 radio playlets in five years. 





Actor-Salesman Uses 
Stage As His Showcase 


Worcester, Mass., Feb. 27. 
Doyle and Donnelly played the 





lined up for'| 


and back will be around $7,000 even 
| though the entire production would 
|not be used. Plan calls for staging 
the revue in an armory, where it is 
'possible the gross would exceed 
| $15,000. Heretofore Sunday benefit 
(Continued on page 45) 





‘REFUGEE CANTOR TO 


"CONTINUE IN SHOW BIZ 





St. Louis, Feb. 27. 
Jacob Hohenemser, 28-year-old 
German vefugee cantor who scored 
several weeks ago on Maj. Edward 
Bowes’ program, is going to con- 
tinue his operatic and concert career 
from here. After his New York air 





lymouth here last week and Doyle, | gebut, Hohenemser was invited by 


who is a ladies’ hat salesman in be- 


ween vaude dates, managed to com- |} 


bine business with business on the 
Stage, 


First, he arranged with department 


store buyers to attend the theatre; | 


bw he got permission from the 
€atre to use the house line of girls 
. models. To give the salesmanship 
Sana Showmanship, he sang ‘Easter | 
arade’ while the chorines paraded 


his. cha 
peaux a stag 
show. s part of the stage 


Ferdinand M. Isserman of 
Temple Israel to assist the temple 
ichoir. The cantor says he is the 
‘last Jew to receive the Reich music 
‘diploma. Before receiving permis- 
‘sion to leave Germany, Hohenemser 


and the entire male congregation of 
the Munich synagogue spent 61x 
weeks in a concentration camp. 


| Rabbi 


He sang on the radio and concert| and will follow through on the idea 
| Stage in Germany. 


4 MUSICALS AT 
$3,000 MARK 


Four Straight Shows See 
$20,000 or Better—Fewer 
Plays Open Than Year 
Ago, but Biz OK 





24 ON BOARDS 





Broadway is at the peak of the 
1939-40 season. There are fewer 
shows than at the same time last 
year, but the weekly gross takings 
approach the impressive $300,000 
mark for 21 shows. Three new ones 
bow in this week. 

In the straight play division four 
attractions flirted with the $20,000 
level last week, two passing that 
figure, while another duo is plenty 
prosperous with takings of around 
$16,000. Of the musicals, three are in 
close competition for top honors, 
grossing $30,000 each or better. 

Of the latter ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ 
last week, with the Washington’s 
birthday holiday, went to a new 
eight-performance high, better than 
$32,000 being recorded. ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ is still away up in the money 
at $30,000, while ‘Too Many Girls’ 
approximates the same pace. ‘Girls’ 
topped the list before ‘DuBarry’ ar- 
rived. New musical, ‘Two For the 
Show,’ appears set for a stay. It’s 


(Continued on page 45) 


STRAWHATS WITH FILM 
NAMES; 4-6 WEEK ROUTE 


Strawhat circuit of from four to 
six weeks with legit units, headed 
by film names, playing one-week 
stands at each theatre is being 
mulled by Music Corp. of America. 
Representative of the New York of- 
fice heads to the Coast tomorrow 
(Thursday) in an attempt to line up 
the picture people. 

MCA’s idea is to set up four to six 
companies in different plays, each 
one to have a strong b.o. film name 
as a lead. They would tour around 
a circuit of barns which would be 
run by the regular operators but un- 
der a special arrangement with 
MCA. 

Plan is a frank attempt on a large 
scale to duplicate the success of Ed- 
ward Everett Horton in ‘Springtime 
for Henry’ in the strawhats last sea- 
son. Difficulty with it is in getting 
proper vehicles. Plays are needed 








with small casts, single sets and light | 


in nature. Only a few acceptable 
ones are available. 

With flocks of film people aching 
to try the boards, MCA is of the 


"WAY LEGIT AT ITS PEAK 





§.A. and ‘Public Petting Park’ Evils 
Of Drive-Ins Decried by Theatres 





Beating the % 





Cast of ‘See My Lawyer,’ at 
the Adelphi, N. Y., is on a sliding 
scale arrangement calling for a 
raise if the gross touches $7,000. 
With receipts nearing that mark 
last Saturday night (24), John 
Shellie, one of the principals, 
sat in the boxoifice until curtain 
time. 

When it looked as if the 
week’s take would fall just 

‘ short of $7,000, Shellie bought 
$25 worth of tickets, the cost 
being shared by the cast. Re- 
sultant salary increases totaled 
$400. 


H'wood Sees Red, 
Tells Off Dies 


On Communism 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Hollywood’s answer to Represen- 
tative Martin Dies’ blanket charges 
of Communism in the picture indus- 
try was conveyed in no definite 
terms at a mass meeting in the Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium, in downtown 
Los Angeles. Orations were deliv- 
ered by Donald Ogden Stewart, 
Mary McCall, Jr, 
Prof. Frank Davis 











and ‘Slim’ 


acted by Dorothy Stewart and 





| oratory. 
| Sorrell, head of the Painters’ 
lunion, said that Dies was perform- 
| ing a cheap political trick by getting 
| people prejudiced but not permitting 
them to know what they are preju- 
diced about. He added: 

‘Another labor leader here blames 

(Continued on page 21) 


ACADEMY’S OWN FILM 








Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Newsreel outfits are doing a burn 
because the Academy 





Acad is making its own two-reeler 
| of the shindig for sale to exhibs. 

It was pointed out that newsreels 
' would be shown within 48 hours 
after shooting, while Acad _ film 


Hugh _ Sorrell. | 
Connolly, and a dramatic skit, en- | 


David Curwood, added punch to the | 


RILES NEWSREELERS 


is barring | 
them from the awards dinner Thurs- | 
| day. The reason given is that the | 





opinion that lining up casts will be | won't: be ready for two or three | 


the simplest part of its venture. | weeks and will have edge taken off 
Marty Jurow, who was formerly! by delay. 

with the George Abbott office and | Newsreelers are peeved because 
now handles legit for MCA, is mak-| they are called on throughout the 
ing the Coast trip to set the names! year to aid in exploiting pix and 
stars and when a legitimate news 


to sign the houses. 


' break comes along they are kept out. | 





eo 


Milwaukee, Feb. 27. 

Drive-in, theatres were character- 
ized as ‘nothing more than public 
petting parks,’ catering to a sex ap- 
peal audience, at a regional meeting 
of the Independent Theatres Pro- 
tective Association of Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan held last week in 
Beloit, Wis., with indie ops from 10 
neighboring cities in attendance. 
Discussion was precipitated by Wis- 
consin’s first motor cinema now un- 
der construction on the Blue Mound 
road just west of Milwaukee, and it 
was reported this is only the first of 
several similar enterprises to be 
scattered over the state. 


‘Petters cannot park along the 
roadsides because of fear of the rov- 
ing highway police,’ explained Harry 
Perlowitz, business manager of the 
indie group, ‘and the drive-in show 
gives them a protected spot free 
from all interference. Then, too, 
lights on all the cars on the lot have 
to be extinguished for the proper 
projection of the picture on the 
screen, and the darkness is ideal for 
the love bugs.’ 
| This new competition has exhibs 
throughout the state worried and 
Perlowitz was instructed by the 
meeting to contact theatre groups in 
all cities where drive-in cinemas are 
| located in a fact-finding survey to 
(Continued on page 21) 








Boake Carter Thinks The 
Eastern States Are Part 
Of Europe, Not America 


| Portland, Ore., Feb. 27. 
| Boake Carter made a flying trip 
| through Portland en route to a lec- 
|ture date in Seattle. His principal 
crack while here was that the Atlan- 
j tic seaboard states were mostly a 
| part of Europe anyway and that the 
; country as a whole would be better 
| off if the Atlantic coast states were 
dumped into the ocean. 

Asked if he’d heard that this ter- 
ritory had been dubbed the ‘Lost 
Horizon.’ Boake Carter said that 
the best candidate so far advanced 
| for President by any party was Sen- 
ator McNary of Oregon although he 
didn’t have a chance for election. 


|What Happened On 
Friday, Saturday? 


Catherine Turney, co-author with 
Jerry Horwin of ‘My Dear Children,’ 
starring John Barrymore in New 
' York, had a very busy time of it last 
' week, 

She was married on Sunday (18) 
to George Reynolds, understudy to 
Barrymore; she took sick on Monday, 
got worse on Tuesday, and on 
| Wednesday an emergency appendec- 
| tomy was performed at Wickersham 
hospital, N. Y. Thursday she started 
recovering. 
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Selznick Looks Like Big Acad Winner 
With Thalberg Award, ‘Gone’ Entries 





Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

With only two days remaining be- 
fore Hollywood puts on its best dress 
for the annual awards banquet of 
ihe Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, smart money has 
big odds on David O. Selznick to 
corner the Oscar market. The win- 
ners will not be announced until 
Thursday night (29), but general be- 
lief here is that most of the achieve- 
ment prizes have already ‘Gone 
With the Wind. ‘Selznick is touted 
io carry off top honors in from 
three to six classifications. What is 
left will be pretty well divided 
among the other studios. 

Selznick-International has the in- 
side rail in the race for having pro- 
duced the most outstanding produc- 
tion during 1939. ‘Goodbye Mr. 
Chips, ‘Wuthering Heights’ and 
‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ will 
get away fast, but before the home 
stretch is. reached, they'll all be 
‘Gone With the Wind.’ 

Selznick-International is generally 
conceded another victory in the best 
actress award. Vivien Leigh, who 
made her American debut in ‘Gone 
With the Wind,’ is said to be well 
out in front, although Bette Davis 
will get a lot of support for her 
work in ‘Dark Victory’ at Warners. 

Clark Gable is the S-I entry in the 
best actor classification, but the 
smart boys are putting their money 
on James Stewart to cop. the 
achievement honors for his perform- 
ance in ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Wash- | 
ington.’ Stewart also is popular with 
the extras, and the atmosphere boys 
and girls will carry the balance of 
power with 6,000 votes out of 12,000. 
Gable also is well liked by the ex- 
iras, but has not been getting the} 
buildup that Stewart has. With) 
many studio executives pulling for | 
Robert Donat, he is certain to get | 
a heavy vote for his work in ‘Good- | 
bye, Mr. Chips.’ Latter was made in | 
England, however, and that will cut 
into his chance. 


Mitchell Looks Easy Winner 


Thomas Mitchell is expected to 
walk away with the achievement | 








Army Holdup 


Paris, Feb. 27. 
Army discipline and his tre- 
mendous boxoffice popularity 
brought about the recent de- 
mobilization of Fernandel, the 
French film comic, according to 
word that has just leaked out. 
Whether on sentry duty or 
marching along with his com- 
rades, Fernandel proved such a 
crowd magnet that his superiors 
concluded that his further pres- 
ence in the army just wouldn't 
do. 


‘NOW, CHILDREN 
SOUND YOUR G 


Washington, Feb. 27. 

Enthusiastic endorsement has been 
given by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to a petition by the 
University of Kentucky for an edu- 
cational station (100 watts on 41900 
ke, A-3 emission) which will service 
50 to 60 mountain cabin schools in 
Lee County, where the hillbillies 
come from. University will provide 
the receiving sets for the schools as 
well as a two-hour daily schedule of 
lessons. 

No report on whether the profes- 
sors will give the hillbillics instruc- 
tions in guitar or blowjug playing, | 
thereby giving them a start in life. 

















Lawyers Search For 
Ruling on Loanouts 
In Ameche Suspension 











Aires) Hanna Lefkowitz 
tina). 





honors for the best performance | 
turned in by an actor in a support- Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
ing role. He will receive a heavy| Suspension of Don Ameche by 


nd for gy Roserane agg in — | 20th-Fox for his refusal to take the 
anger’s agecoach.’ Brian Don- ; ~ipe ; 

levy, who played the sergeant in top role hy Sarees The Night 
Paramount's ‘Beau Geste,’ is the|Of Jan. 16’ is causing Hollywood 
dark horse in this race and has a| lawyers to prowl the statute books 





Small-Time Class 


One small-time agent in New York, 
who shares an office and coin-tele- 
phone with several others, has de- 
vised a new way of putting on a 
front. 

For 75c. a month the telephone 
company provides him with a classy 
hand set hooked to the coin box. 
It can be used for incoming calls, 
but not for outgoing chats. 


Barrymore Film 
To Be Made 


East via Selznick? 











Discussions have been held, but 
still in the vaguest stage, whereby 
David O. Selznick may produce a 
film version of ‘My Dear Children’ 


in the east during the summer. John 
Barrymore and most of the other 
members of the cast of the hit le- 
giter, which recently came to New 
York after more than six months in 
Chicago, would be in the film. 
Barrymore, it is understood, is 
against going to the Coast to make 
the picture. It would also, of course, 
permit the play to continue its 
Broadway run. Show is figured to 
be a big attraction for World’s Fair 
visitors. 

There has been some mention of 
perhaps eliminating Monday per- 
formances and doing the heaviest 
filming on Sunday and Monday to 


|speed up the picture making. 


Although the price for the screen 
rights is as much in the air as the 
rest of the idea, talk has been of 
around $150,000. 





Fla. Gets Brushoff, Too 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Prospect of major film production 
in Florida is a complete washout, 
take it from Folger Ten Eyke, New 
York bankers’ representative, after 
a futile campaign of three weeks in 
Hollywood to induce picture makers 
to shift some of their lensing to the 
Seminole State. Manhattan bankers 
have been holding the bag on vast 
realty tracts near Palm Beach ever 
since the collapse of the land boom. 
Ten Eyke’s visit to Hollywood was 

an effort to get out from under. 
Producers told him that feature 
lensing costs would run from 50 to 


chance to overtake Mitchell. Latter, | for legal authority anent an actor’s : ; A : ; 
however, is a strong favorite. lrights in the selection of loanout | 190% higher in Florida than in 
? a | Hollywood, and that the creative 


Who will take the award for the ; ; aed 
best performance turned in by an| Ameche, who had just finished in| 
‘Lillian Russell’ on his home lot. | 


actress in a supporting role is a real . 
puzzler. There is a good chance, | refused ‘a loanout chore at Para- | 


however, that the colored Hattie | mount because he did not like the} 
McDaniels will capture another vic-| Script. His refusal had various | 
tory for the Selznick-International | &choes. It caused rewriting, which | 
stable. This looks like a neck-and-| delayed production so long that| 
neck race between Miss McDaniels! Barbara Stanwyck, co-star, had to| 
and Olivia deHavilland, but which|™ove out for another commitment. 
ever way the entries run, David O.|! Postponement also gummed up the 
Selznick will collect another purse. | Schedule of Mitchell Leisen, who was 
The race for directorial award will|t0 have produced and _ directed 
be the closest of the event. John | ‘January.’ Leisen has been reas- | 
(Continued on page 46) isigned to ‘Polonaise.’ Meanwhile | 

|Ray Milland and Patricia Morison | 
| are replacing Ameche and Miss Stan- | 


EDWARD 6. ROBINSON "inn wrens 
RADIO RENEWAL UP digging into law books to find a basis 


for compensation. To date there is | 
no established precedent for damage | 
Ruthrauff & Ryan has denied the io < aoe gh csac y gar 
report current in the broadcast trade | choice of loanout ‘Poles ; ? 
that Edward G. Robinson has been Ee 
asked te take a 20% cut on his salary 
of $6,500 a week preliminary to re- 
signing for the ‘Big Town’ show 
(CBS). Also to waive a stipulated 
10% increase for next season. 
Agency explained that when Rob- 
inson was in New York several 
weeks ago it went over next sea- 
son’s plans for the series with him 
but there were no discussions about 
final money details. 











Stoky’s 9G, H’wood 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Grossing better than $9,000, Leo- 
pold Stokowski wound up first half 
of Philharmonic Orchestra concerts 
at Pantages theatre last Thursday 
night and Friday afternoon. 

Next six concerts will be con- 
ducted by Albert Coats, British con- 
ductor, with the series running into 
April. 








artists and technicians refuse to leave 
California. The only serious film 
production in Florida to date is in 
Max Fieischer’s animated cartoon 
plant at Miami. 


WELLES AND HIS AGCY. 
SCRAP OVER SCRIPTS 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Orson Welles and his radio agency, 








| Ward Wheelock, are understood to 


be tiffing again, with the bearded 
actor voicing thrests about chucking 
the whole thing. Differences of 
opinion over choice of air material 
have precipitated the clash, a re- 


currence of an earlier disagree- 
ment. 
Wheelock is reported demanding 


| light, breezy vehicles such as ‘Mr. 


Deeds Goes to Town’ and ‘It Hap- 
pened One Night,’ while Welles is 
holding out for heavy dramatic stuff, 
which he considers his meat. Re- 
ported that Welles will have a show- 
down with Wheelock on current trip 
to New York and in the event an 
open break develops, CBS is pre- 
pared to give him a sustaining period 
and let him have his own way. 
Over Welles’ strenuous objections, 
‘Huckleberry Finn’ will be broadcast 
on Campell Playhouse March 17. 
Jackie Cooper plays the title role. 





SAILINGS 


Feb. 24 (West Indies cruise) Mr. 
and Mrs. William Wyler (Margaret 





Tallichet) (Nieuw Amsterdam). : 

Feb. 24 (New York to Naples) Aussie mulls freezing 50% of U.S. coin................0..5.. Page 14 
Claire Luce, Phillip Guedalla, | Complete merger of Greater Union Theatres-Hoyts........... Page 14 
Frances Day, Harry Ham, Jack J.'/| French influx to Italy for bilingual pix...................... Page 14 
Kennedy (Manhattan). [Si I 5 lads nk 04004 «en o-oo ecruace Page 14 

Feb. 24 (New York to Naples) Hollywood pix dominate Mexican screens.................... Page 14 
George A. Strickler (Vulcania). George Jessel’s radio jump...................0000..00005..., -Page 22 


Feb. 23 (South American cruise) 
Joseph A. McConville (Santa Elena). 
Feb. 23 (New York to Chile) 
George T. Cameron, Dean Banker | 
(Santa Elena). 
Feb. 23 (New York 


to Buenos 
(Argen- 
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Dragging His Cables Behind Him 





put Bill Bacher in a shadow. 


air. 


———— 














Record-Jockeys on Small Stations 
Hurt Bandmen With Idle Gossip 


Production and engineering staffs at NBC are looking forward with 
much interest to Cal Kuhl's performance when the Chase & Sanborn 
coffee show takes up its three-or-more-week stand in Studio 8H of the 
Radio City plant. Kuhl is the program's producer, and word has been 
seeping through to the local NBC bunch that Kuhl’s streamlike style 
of conducting a broadcast of the Edgar Bergen-Charlie McCarthy ses- 
sion has begun to gain him quite a few disciples in Hollywood and has 


Kuhl, so they hear, covers lots of yardage while the show is an the 
With receivérs clamped to his ears and a long strand of wire 
trailing after him, Kuhl is not only all over the stage but also up and 


down the aisles of the studio, giving the orchestra and performers 
their cues and wigwagging to the audience when to applaud. The thing 
that the local NBC gang wants to see is how Kuhl manages to keep him- 
self from getting tangled up in these yards and yards of trailing wire 

They think that he will be to some disadvantage in Studio 8H. ; 
the network’s largest local studio and to work out front Kuhl will 
require a much longer wire than he’s been accustomed to in Holly wood. 

Kuhl got his original training as a program producer in New York. 
He’s been with J. Walter Thompson from away back. 


It's 








ene 





Confidential Canapes 





United Artists decided to give 
an ultra-exclusive cocktail party 
for William Wyler last week. 

It was so exclusive that there 
were more press agents from UA 
as hosts than there were guests. 





wr 





MEXICANS RAP 
S.0. RADIO SHOW 


Mexico City, Feb. 27. 
A regional branch of the Federa- 
tion of Workers and Farmers, a pow- 
erful Mexican labor organization, has 
protested against the Louis-Godoy 





Band bookers are currently a bit 
burned over unnecessary comments 


grams of pnonograph discs on 
smaller stations. Spielers pass out 
bits of news about personalities, 
which listeners eat up, but which 
often are bum steers. Claim that 
Benny Goodman's comparatively 
poor showing in the New York area 
recently was result of one broad- 
easter’s comments that he wasn’t 
playing with his band due to an at- 
j wee of sciatica. 





Goodman drew a small crowd of 
| 243 at a New Jersey spot a week or 
|two ago and didn’t do as well as 
jexpected at the County Center, 
| White Plains, N. Y., recently. Pro- 
| moters of the latter claim they had 
|mumerous phone queries whether 
| Goodman would show in person and 
blamed the poor biz on the previous 
night’s crack on the air that Good- 
man was still hospitalized. That's 


by broadcasters who emcee pro- . 


fight broadcast which had an exten-/ only one instance, they've often been 
sive hook-up in Mexico through @/heard giving wrong dates on open- 


Spanish-language version sponsored 
by Standard Oil of New Jersey. 

Federation is radical about for- 
eign oil companies which it calls 
‘enemies of Mexico’ and saw the 
prize fight occasion as subtle propa- 
ganda. Organization wants govern- 
ment to nix any future oil-sponsored 
radio programs from the United 
States, 


Wirtz Has Henie, All-Star 
Ice Shows for Next Year 


—__—— 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Art Wirtz will again present both 
ithe Sonja Henie ice show and the 
| All-Star European ice revue next 
;season, and in addition has been 
{negotiating for the presentation of 
an ice revue at the New York 
World’s Fair this summer. 

Sonja Henie’s show folds for the 
'season on March 1 in Omaha, and 
) will have played to approximately 
| $1,500,000 in the 10-week tour, which 
| Saw grosses of $240,000 in seven days 
'in New York's Madison Square Gar- 








}den and $210,000 in seven days in| 


ithe Chicago Stadium. Tour will 
have covered 11 towns, with stands 
of from five to seven days. 


York, yesterday and today (Tues- 
day), played to $68,000 in six days 
in Chicago last week. 








ARTIE SHAW DEAL 


Pepsi-Cola Considers the Wandering 
Son of Swing 





Artie Shaw is being offered to 
Pepsi-Cola through the Newell-Em- 
mett agency for a program which 
would combine a big modernistic 
string orchestra with concert stars 
who would be routined to do mixed 
operatic and pop numbers. Between 
numbers Shaw would exchange mu- 
sical chitchat with the guests. 
Attempts are also being made on 
the part of CBS to sell the bever- 
(Continued on page 33) 





MADELEINE CARROLL BACK 
Madeleine Carroll returns from 
abroad tomorrow (Thursday) and 
immediately planes out to the Coast. 











She is wanted by Cecil B. de Mille 
for ‘Northwest Mounted Police.’ 


All-Star European show in New| 


ls 
ings, etc. 





Professional Separation 
Of Andrews Sisters (3) 


Never Was Considered 








Lou Levy, personal manager of 
the Andrews Sisters, states that the 
| Andrews family quarrel hag not in- 
|spired any move on the part of 
| Patty and Maxine to replace their 
| Sister, LaVerne, with another girl in 
ithe act. He said that whatever has 
| been the threesome’s personal differ- 
;ences the matter of keeping the act 
|intact had never been involved. The 
sisters had always taken this for 
granted. 

Levy added that the family differ- 
ences were being composed and 
whatever the settlement the profes- 
|sional entity of the sisters will not 
be affected. The Andrew Sisters 
open at the Paramount, N. Y., to- 
day (Wednesday). 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Irina Baranova. 
| Geraldine Fitzgerald. 
Cal Kuhl. 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Lewin. 
Harold Lloyd. 
Lee Loeb. 
Mr. and Mrs. David Loew. 
Lawrence Lowman. 
Jack Murphy. 
Bernard Schubert. 
Mario Silva. 
Spyros Skouras, 
Sam Spewack. 
Arthur Strawn. 
Glenhall Taylor. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Madeleine Carroll. 
Louise Fazenda. 
Jack Gilford. 
Miriam Hopkins. 
Harry Link. 

Joseph M. Schenck. 
Emanuel Silverstone. 





| 
} 











Fred Ullman. 
Hal Wallis. 
Herman Wobber. 


ARRIVALS 


Herb Ward, Truce Burg, 
Ruffner, Malcolm Ames, 
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NETWORKS AGREE ON WAR 





$10,000,000 Has Gone Into ‘Gone’ BO. 
So Far, $6,500,000 Thereof to Metro 





Including this week, the gross 
theatre receipts on ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ will hit around $10,000,000. 
The engagements by the end of the 
current stanza will be close to 400. 
since the release of the film. 

Although the vast majority of the 
contracts have called for terms of 


10% straight from the first dollar, 
there have been some at less than 
this igure. One engagement, not re- 
vealed, was at 75% of the gross. 

As a result, with somewhere less 
than 10% of the engagements at 
under the standard rental terms of 
70%, the gross rental return to 
Metro will end on this week at 
around $6,500,000. Of this rental, 
Metro and Dave Selznick split 50-50. 

The past two weeks have been 
$2,000,000 weeks in gross theatre ad- 
missions, thus being between $1,000,- 
000 and $1,500,000 in rentals, while 
estimated that this week another 
$2,000,000 will be grossed. 

A remarkable feature of the ‘Wind’ 
picture is that it has already hit one 
of the highest grosses on rental in 
history but done it on less than 400 
engagements. The average picture 
gets 6,000 to 7,000 playdates, a few 
over 10,000. 





3'4-Hour Opposish 
Calgary, Feb. 27. 

Advent of ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
here held no terrors for the Isis 
theatre, which came to bat with 
‘Gone With the ARB-UP-KK,’ a five 
and one-half hour show made up 
of ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ 
‘Union Pacific’ and ‘King Kong.’ 

Newspaper ads were similar to 
‘Gone’ ads and reminded patrons 
that there would be no pass-outs 
for lunch, no dinnerware and that 
they’d better not arrive in the mid- 
dle or they might forget the story 
before it came around again. 

Admish scale is 27c., with bargain 
half-hour at noon. 


Tepid ‘Aldrich Family’ 
Biz in Theatres Differs 
From Air Names at B. 0. 


Baltimore, Feb. 27. 

There was considerable and puz- 
zled disappointment locally over the 
failure of Ezra Stone and ‘The Al- 
drich Family’ to attract any notice- 
able stampede of paying customers 
to the b.o. in its debut at the Hippo- 
drome recently. This recalled simi- 
lar floperoos for similar type of 
radio standouts. ‘The Gcidbergs,’ 
‘Myrt and Marge,’ ‘Gang Busters’ and 
other well regarded fixtures on the 
air didn’t hold up as stage enter- 
tainment in spite of great expecta- 
tions on the part of bookers and 
theatre operators. 

Consensus of opinions in alibi can- 
vass is simmering down to theory 
that because of number of person- 
ages identified with sketch type of 
act, no centralized interest is ac- 
complished as in the case of one, or 
at most, two dominating personali- 
ties. Appeal therefore is strictly to 
the typical listner who is not in- 


nieae in coughing up for a look- 











Combat ‘Museum Fatigue’ 
With Musical Walls 


Buffalo, Feb. 27. 
Buffalo Science Museum has taken 
steps to combat ‘museum fatigue.’ 
Muzak system has been wired into 
exhibit halls. Now soft 
lightens vistors’ steps as they peer 
at flaura and fauna. 





Rochester on Discs 


Rochester (Eddie Anderson) has 
cut nened by Columbia Records to 
2 two songs from the forthcoming 
bea Benny Rides Again’ film in 
0 ich he appears with Jack Benny. 

he is tagged ‘My, My.’ 

Picture’s release date is May 31. 


a 


}publican National 


yl him in the enterprise are Harry E. 





: $5,000,000 Negative 


Full quota of 350 prints of 
‘Gone With the Wind’ was com- 
pleted this week at Technicolor 
laboratories. Prints cost $1,250 
each; total, $437,500. Metro an- 
ticipates need of replacing of en- 
tire quantity, judging from the 
numerous extended early runs. — 

Gross print costs may bring 
final negative investment close 
to the $5,000,000 mark. 


$9 000,000 GOP. 
BONANZA FOR 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27, 
An estimated $2,000,000 in new 
money will roll into the tills of 
Philly niteries, theatres and other 
entertainment spots as a result of 
selection of this city for the Re- 
Convention on 


June 24, according to the Philly 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The chamber based the figure on 
the basis of the money spent by dele- 
gates to the Democratic Convention 
held here in 1936. With the Repub- 
licans generally better-heeled than 
their Democratic rivals, the amount 
of dough spent at the gay spots is 
expected to top that of four years 
ago. 

In 1936 an estimated $10,000,000 
was left here by the Democratic 
visiting firemen. With a larger 
crowd expected this June (because 
of the proximity to large G.O.P. 
centers), the Chamber expects $12,- 
000.000 to be spent, with $2,000,000 or 
16%, at theatres and night clubs. 
Hotels and restaurants are expected 
to clean up an additional $7,000,000 
with the balance to be spent at 
stores, transportation and miscellane- 
ous expenditures. 

Night club operators are jubilant 

(Continued on page 36) 

















Maestro Sonny Fontaine 
Being Tested by 20th-Fox 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
Neil (Sonny) Fontaine, leader of 
the orchestra at Jack Lynch’s club, 
will be screen-tested this week by 
20th Century-Fox. 
The youthful meestro, 20, is the 


spear-bearer 
Follies.’ 





son of Evan Burroughs Fontaine, | 
in several “Ziegfeld | 





AIVALS IN U.S.. 
COLLAB ABROAD 


Newspaper Correspondents 
Meeting Wartime Difficul- 
ties, Are More Than Ever 
Aware of Radio — Wire 
Services End Their Radio 
Side-Gravy 


re 


CENSOR PROBLEMS 


Paris, Feb. .13. 

Much has been published in the 
United States by Variery and other 
publications concerning the radio re- 
porter, a new kind of fish. This has 
largely been reported from the 
standpoint of American rivalry be- 
tween networks and newspaper serv- 
ices-@r in relation to scoops on par- 
ticular stories. By now the journal- 
ists actually over here covering the 
present war are being affected by 
their realization that radio with its 
split-second flash is, on occasions 
which are increasingly numerous, 
putting cables at a disadvantage 
that’s not funny any more. Journal- 
ists are beginning to reflect an in- 
feriority complex about those radio 
scoops. 

More and more newspapermen ‘are 
curious about the radio reporter 
who, a year ago, they more or less 
snubbed as either an upstart or a 
renegade. A radio reporter was 
thought to be one who wasn’t good 
enough to make the grade as a diplo- 
matic correspondent or was unable 
to maintain the pace. There was a 

(Continued on page 26) 


VALLEE ALUMNI 
SALUTE HIM 


Rudy Vallee-Sealtest series, which 
debuts on the NBC-red March 7, is 
slated for an advance stunt broad- 
cast over the same network this Fri- 
day (1). The latter program, sched- 
uled for 10 to 10:30 p.m. EST, will 
be cleared by NBC as a sustainer. 
The ballyhoo involves a party idea. 
Six or eight radio names who got 
their introduction in the medium 
through Vallee will gather at the 
home of one of them to wish Vallee 
luck in his new air venture. 

Eddie Cantor, a Vallee alumnus, 
will function as m.c. on this Friday’s 
broadcast. Vallee’s Sealtest show 
will have a Thursday 9:30-10 p.m. 
schedule. 

Alumni who join the salute are | 
Edgar Bergen, Bob Burns, Alice} 
Faye, Joe Penner, Burns and Allen, | 
Tommy Riggs and Frances Langford. | 

















New Keystone ‘Transcription Network 


a ree ED 


Naylor Rogers and Lawyer Ken Davis Are Radio| 
Members—Film Biz Oldtimer, Aitken, Also In | 


Keystone Broadcasting System, 
with main offices in Los Angeles, 
makes the latest transcription net- 
work project to bob up in the in- 
dustry. One of its v.p.’s is Naylor 
Rogers, once general manager and 
minority stockholder in KNX and 
later Chicago manager for Interna- 
tional Radio Sales. Associated with 


Aitken, prez, pioneer finance man in 
the film industry; Herbert H. Aron- 
son, v.p., son of a westcoast bank- 
ing family, and Kenneth C. Davis, 
secretary-treasurer, 
lawyer who initiated the Davis & 
Schwegler idea of free performing 
music. 


recorded program service gratis per 
day seven days a week providing the 





(Continued on page 23) 





former Seattle | 
| tinous script to be sold as a set, but | 


Keystone is offering four hours of | 


| 





+e i 


| 
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HOW TO GIVE A PARTY | 


Elsa Maxwell Tells How on Four 50c | 


Records | 








To make available to housewives | 
her methods of staging successful | 
parties, Elsa Maxwell cut four sides 


| for Columbia Records last week tell- | 


ing how she does it. They'll be re- | 


| leased on the 50c label, tagged ‘How 
| to Give a Party.’ 


| 
Four sides are similar to a con- | 
each is a separate angle in itself and | 
can be sold singly. | 

Miss Maxwell deserts the high hats | 
and ermines March 15 to shove off at | 


| Warners in the title role of ‘Tugboat | is expected. 
| Annie.” , i 


—_ 





Local Gag 


Lads at the Warner Bros. 
home office have been quipping 
about the current picture, ‘Dr. 
Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet,’ at the 
Strand, N. Y. 

Refer to it as Edward G. Rob- 
inson in ‘The Life of Paul Muni.’ 


ACTS’ NITE CLUB 
CUFFOES IRK 
THEATRE 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 


Burned at the way its acts have 
been peddling their talent free at 
local cafes in return for a few 
drinks on the house, Stanley theatre 
has banned all nitery floor appear- 
ances for talent playing the WB de- 
luxer. In future, clause covering 
that will be inserted in contracts. 


Although guest stuff in clubs has 
always been pretty common here, 
several names of late have been 
overdoing it, even going so far as to 
okaying cafe ads in which they’re 
billed as guests-of-the-night. It was 
this that put the heat on, Stanley 
management claiming it was cutting 
in on b.o. receipts, even though only 
slightly. 

Theatre, however, isn’t saying they 
can’t ringside at the local hot spots 
and take a bow. Only that they 
aren’t permitted to do their stuff 
there, 


Ed Sullivan Working 
His Way East, Topping 
Hollywood Film Unit 


Ed Sullivan, New York Daily 
News’ Broadway - transplanted - to- 
Hollywood columnist, will work his 
way back east at the head af a stage 
unit comprising a flock of film 
players. Sullivan opens March 22 at 
the Lyric, Indianapolis, and _ his 
bookings set thus far will wind up 
the theatre tour at the Capitol, 
Washington, May 2. 

The News’ columnist in New York, 























(Continued on page 37) 


Suit Discloses Mae West’s 
$923,999 In 3 Years 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

Mark Linder’s $1,000,000 breach-of- 
contract suit against Mae West, in- 
volving profits of the picture, ‘She 
Done Him Wrong,’ was a flop in 
Superior Court, but it brought out 
some revealing testimony about Miss 
West’s film earnings. 

Murray Feil, representing the Wil- 
liam Morris agency, testified that the 
star earned $229,840 in 1933, $334,160 
in 1934 and $359,990 in 1935, a total 
of $923,999 in three years. The 
agency’s commission was reduced to 
7%2% in 1935. 

Judge William S. Baird tossed the 
case out of court, declaring the 
plaintiff had no legal grounds for 
suit. 


Hal Wallis Returns West 
| 


Hal Wallis, accompanied by Mrs. ' 
Wallis (Louise Fazenda), left Mon- | 
day (26) for Hollywood, training. | 

While east for a week, Wallis fig- | 
ured in home office conferences on! 
remaining 1939-40 product as well as, 
’40-41 plans, when a shorter program | 
He also saw some of 
the shows. | 














Bromfield, Cronin Sell Two $50,000 
Stories From ‘Ideas’ Even Before 


Written; Films Hungry for Material 


With strong demand by all studios 
this season for screen rights ‘to best- 
selling novels and hit legiters leav- 
ing too few properties to go around, 
story departments are pioneering 
new trails in an effort to get addi- 
tional material at reasonable levies. 


Most significant and unprecedented 
plan is being blazed by Columbia in 
the purchase of screen rights to 
novels before a typewriter key has 
been applied to copy paper. Rights 
to two books—at $50,000 each—have 
been purchased by Col. in this man- 
ner recently. Latest was from Louis 
Bromfield a few weeks ago. Author 
hadn’t even a written synopsis when 
he received his initial payment, hav- 
ing sold the story via a verbal re- 
cital of the idea to studio execs on 
the Coast. 


Prior to that, Dr. A. J. Cronin 
walked off with a down payment on 
50 grand of Columbia coin for the 
screen rights to a promised book of 
which he had only a short synopsis. 
Story in slightly more tangible form 
then the Bromfield opus, however, 
as it was to follow the idea of a 
piece which Cronin had done for 
Readers Digest, titled ‘Doctor of 
Lenox.’ 

As result of these purchases, story 
departments are all on the lookout 
for the possibility of making similar 
deals. Of course, the only persons 
whom they would consider eligible 
are established novelists like Dr. 
Cronin and Bromfield. A few simi- 
lar deals have been made with well- 
known screen writers, for originals, 
most recent being the $60,000 paid 
two weeks ago by RKO for ‘Mr. and 
Mrs.’ by Norman Krasna. 

An amusing angle on the Col. 
deals is the fact that the company 
has been in the market for virtually 
every important book and play 
bought this year, but has lost out 
when the bidding got too stiff. Pur- 
chase of the novels before they are 
written is apparently in a determin- 
ation which might be phrased: ‘Well 
this one’s not going to get past us.’ 

Natural Progression 

Buying of rights to a book while 
it is still an idea in the author’s mind 
is a natural progression. Top novels 
and plays were originally bought 


(Continued on page 5) 
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K.C. LINE UP IN THE U. S, ANTI-TRUST SUIT 





Gov’t Concentrating on These 4 Keys—Breakdown 
of Managerial Setup Detailed—Chicago and L. A. 


Currently Operating Under Consent Decrees 








When the U. S. Government anti- 
trust film suit goes to trial in New 
York on May 1, one of the prosecu- 
tion’s principal exhibits will be a 
compilation of data illustrating in 
detail the grip of major affiliated 
theatres on film bookings in first and 
subsequent runs in four important 
key cities. The localities, especially 
selected as illustrative of the pre- 
ponderant buying power of the cir- 
cuits affiliated with major producer- 
distributors, are New York, Phila- 
delphia, Atlanta and Kansas City. 

Survey is being assembled from 
answers which all distributor de- 
fendants are now filing with the 
Government. That much emphasis 
is being placed on the data was 
tipped off in an affidavit by William 
P. Farnsworth, special attorney in 
charge of the New York prosecution, 
filed in support of an application to 
compel Columbia Pictures to answer 
the same interrogatories as submitted 
by the Government to other major 
distributors, 


Publication of the affidavit has 
quickened discussion in the film 
trade as to the significance of the 
film booking situations in the four 
cities, and the connection between 
the analysis that is being prepared 
and the restraint allegations in the 
bill of complaint. General comment 
is to the effect that through this 
move the prosecution will build its 
argument against Loew’s and RKO, 
in the New York area; Warner Bros., 
in the Philadelphia sector; Para- 
mount, in association with other 
affiliated ownerships and operators 
in Atlanta; and 20th Century-Fox 
(through stock ownership in Fox- 
Midwest Theatres) in Kansas City. 


- 


‘US. Amus. Taxes Show 


"39 Was OK But Dec. 
Slumped Off Sharply 


Washington, Feb. 27. 

Christmas amusement trade 
slumped below the previous year 
but the windup of 1939 still was 
fairly close to the record mark. Fed- 
eral tax collections in January, 
based on December grosses, dipped 
only 5% under the 1938 level and 
were ahead of four other recent 
years. 

The Government’s January haul 
was $1,486,534, which compared with 
$1,564,134 for January, 1939. The only 
other year when the Treasury raked 
in a larger sum for ticket sales dur- 
ing the holiday season was 1937, 
which yielded $1,505,676. 

Figures were not wholly pleasing, 
however. A sharp slump in amuse- 
ment patronage was noted and in 
comparison with other months of 
1939, December receipts were close 
to bottom. The January turnover to 
the Government was lower than any 
month of last year with the single 
exception of April and the drop 
from December payments to the 
Treasury was $488,000. The latter 
figure, reflecting the second month- 
to-month drop, was the biggest in 
the minus column since the opening 
of 1937. 

Statistically, the Treasury is start- 
ing off more or less as usual. In 1939, 
the January receipts were down 

















Although not heretofore men-| 
tioned, it is known to both sides in | 
the anti-trust action, that previous | 
decisions in restraint suits in Los| 
Angeles and Chicago are available to | 
the U. S. in its prosecution of the | 
civil action in New York. Omission | 
of any quesfions concerning Los An- | 
geles and Chicago, at this time, is | 
explained by the fact that the De- | 
partment of Justice is engaged in| 
pending litigation in both cities | 
against film companies under exist- | 
ing consent decrees. 


Loews’ and RKO in N.Y. | 


Loew’s owns and operates theatres | 
in the New York metropolitan area, | 
according to Government data, total- | 


ing 62 out of 700 theatres in the en- | the Coast. 


| 
| 


tire area. They are listed as Man- 
hattan, 23; Brooklyn, 19; Bronx, 12, 
and Queens and Long Island, 8. The 
RKO circuit in the territory consists 
of 21 theatres in Manhattan, 11 in 
Brooklyn and 12 in the suburban 
territory. 

Warner Bros. owns and operates, 
through subsidiaries 69 theatres in 
Philadelphia metropolitan § district 
out of a total of 239. 

In Kansas City, with 54 theatres, 
Fox Midwest, largest of the affiliated 
interests, owns and operates 13 
houses. 

First run situations, ownership and 
film affiliations and bookings, fol- 


low: 
NEW YORK 


So-called Broadway or Times 
Square area houses include some that 
are used now arfd then as roadshow 
theatres; two theatres that are sec- 
ond-run under’ major operation; 
several in the first-run category, 
divided between chains and indies; 
plus numerous subsequents which 
also play a lot of reissues. 

The Astor, in the hands of banks 
but under lease to Loew’s, presently 
is roadshowing ‘Wind’ at a $2 top 
but in 1938 and 1939 Loew’s used the 
house 2s pop run time for ‘Pyg- 


The Hollywood. controlled by War- | 


ner Bros., is used infrequently as a’ 


roadshow stand. las 
Bird’ (26th). 
utilized it for ‘Juzrez.’ w 
the same compenry ned 
in there for a run 
Theatres controlled end omerated 
by major producer-distribrtors. all 
in first-run, are Strand (WE): Pare- 


¢t having had ‘Blue 
Previously. Warner: 
‘hile in 1937 
‘Emile Zola’ 


pe sos 


mount (Par): Cas ‘Leew'1-Me- 
tro}; Roxy ‘2rh’. while éowrtowr 
second-runs are State ‘Loews anc 
Palace (EEO Tre Martair. wouter 
(Coaitinuwed on gage 3B 


$456,242 below the level for Decem- 


| ber, 1938, and the year before there 


| was a Sickening $936,612 dive in the 
same 30-day span. 


HARLAN THOMPSON TO 
GET NEW DEAL AT PAR 


A new producing deal for Harlan 
Thompson, who planed into New 
York Thursday (22), is under way 
to supplant his present contract 
which expires this spring. With 
Barney Balaban having returned 
from Florida yesterday (Tues.) it is 
probable the negotiations may be 
consummated in the east, although 
the closing may ultimately be on 








| Thompson has been a Par pro- 
| ducer for four years and recently 
| completed ‘Road to Singapore,’ which 
goes on general release March 22. 
Its cast is headed by Bing Crosby, 
Dorothy Lamour and Bob Hope. 
Thompson declared the picture was 
brought in at substantially Jess than 
$1,000,000 and is the cheapest Crosby 
film made in five years. 

Because it is felt the combination 
| of Crosby and Hope worked out so 
| well in ‘Singapore,’ Thompson de- 
,Clares the plan is to team them 





DeMille Swapping Texas 


For Canadian Scenery 


San Antonio, Feb. 27. 

Due to the complications caused by 
the war overseas, Cecil B. DeMille 
has turned to Texas in search of 
scenery, to duplicate that of Canada 
for a picture concerning the North- 
west Mounted Police. 

A Texas ranger figures in the story 
of ‘Northwest Mounted’ hence the 
search for a suitable location. Three 
of DeMille’s assistants are exploring 
possible sites in Lufkin, Texarkana 
and Fort Smith. 


Dailies Can Nix 
Any Ads, Indie 
Theatre Body Told 


Akron, Feb. 27. 


Independent Theatre Group, an 
association of exhibitors, lost its 
court action to compel the Beacon 
Journal here to extend them a group 
rate for advertising. Judge Oscar 
A. Hunsicker, in common pleas 
court, dismissed the action, holding 
that a newspaper may publish what- 
ever advertisements it deems to be 
in its best interests and may refuse 
to publish whatever advertisements 
it does not desire to publish. The 
court dismissed the suit by sustain- 
ing a demurrer to the injunction 
application, 


The plaintiff Independent Theatre 
Group claimed that the Beacon Jour- 
nal accepts ads of other groups with 
no restrictions as to the minimum 
space and alleged that ‘rules which 
the paper seeks to impose on the 
Independent Theatre Group are un- 
reasonable and discriminatory.’ It 
was alleged also that a newspaper 
is impressed with public interests. 
Judge Hunsicker’s findings, in hold- 
ing against this contention, was ‘re- 
strictions, however, placed upon 
newspapers are moral in large meas- 
ure and not legal.’ He said that ‘the 
legislatures of Ohio and of several 
states of the union have not yet 
sought to interfere with that one 
instrument which can preserve for 
us our democracy.’ 
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Cain Yarn Hays-Eyed 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

‘Money and the Women,’ one of 
James M. Cain’s problem stories, is 
about to be launched as a picture 
with Joe Breen watching. 

Warners is producing, with Cain 
adapting his own novel and George 
Brent, Humphrey Bogart and 
Frances Farmer in the top roles, Di- 
rector is Kurt Bernhardt. 


IATSE V.P. Probably 
Will Handle Television 


In seeking jurisdiction over the 
technical workers in television, prob- 
ability is that the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
will designate one of its vice-pres- 
idents, together with someone from 
New York locals, to organize the 
field. This may be Richard Walsh, 
IA v.p., and possibly Joseph D. Bas- 
son, organizing veteran and president 
of Local 306 (operators), plus pdos- 
sibly Tom Murtha, head of the 
Brooklyn stagehands, Local No. 4. 

Basson was active in behalf of the 
IA in the countrywide organization 
of the Film Exchange Workers, 
which was chartered by the IA. It 
is set up, in turn, in the various key 
centers where the distributors main- 
tain exchanges, 

After those who have been as- 
signed to organize the televish work- 
ers have lined them up for mem- 
bership, the IA no doubt will decide 
what to do and whether a separate 
union is to be chartered by it or 
the jurisdiction given to one of the 
existing locals. In the latter event 
this might be the Studio Mechanics, 
Local 52. Another possibility is the 
stagehands. 

A second New York meeting to 
discuss television organization plans, 
with no official announcement made, 
was held Friday (23) at the Hotel 
Astor, with the heads of all IA lo- 
cals attending, including N. Y. stage- 
hands, No. 1; Brooklyn stagehands, 
No. 4; Local 306; Laboratory Work- 
ers, Local 702; Cameramen, Local 
644, and the Studio Mechanics. 


Butterfield’s 1st House 


In Drastic Facelifting 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 

First of the Butterfield group of 
107 theatres in Michigan, the Bijou, 
at Battle Creek, is to be entirely re- 
constructed this spring. While the 
house will be changed drastically it 
will preserve its name in respect of 
the late Col. Walter Scott Butterfield 
who named and opened it back in 
1907, 

Modernized, the new house will 
have a seating capacity of 1,300. The 














stage will be equipped for vaudeville. 





Jas. Roosevelt Pooh-Poohs Dies’ E 
H wood Blast; Reviews Film Plans 





Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
Charges of ‘Un- Americanism’ 
leveled against Hollywood by Cc.- 
gressman Martin F. Dies were pooh- 
poohed by Jimmy Roosevelt speak- 
ing at a dinner of the B’Nai Brith 





again this fall. 
| Thompson plans going back to 
| Hollywood the end of next week. 





Crosby and Hope To 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Bing Crosby and Bob Hope, co- 
starring in ‘The Road to Singapore,’ 
are due to function again in a Para- 
mount remake of ‘Follow Thru.’ 

Par made ‘Follow Thru’ in 1930 
with Buddy Rogers, Jack Haley and 
Nancy Carroll. 








'Frantz’s Film 100% Career 


malion’ and ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips.’ | 





Dalies Frantz, concert pianist who 
made his picture debut in ‘Balalaika,’ 
will fly to England to portray Franz 
Liszt in Metro’s ‘The Life of Chopin,’ 
in which Robert Donat will play the 
title part. 

Pianist is an established concert 
name and he’s already booked for 
two guest solo dates next season 
with the New York Philharmonic or- 
chestra, but he’s understood anxious 
% E2v¢ wp Hiss musical career in favor 
of filrnt. Hie only other picture be- 


? ie is ‘I Teke TAris 


Were, 


FA ASA a 


‘Follow Thrw’ for Par 


Women’s Auxiliary here on Thurs- 
day (22). 

‘I know from personal association 
that the people associated with the 
motion picture industry are just as 
good Americans as there are in any 
comparable group,’ young Roosevelt 
said. 

‘Of course, in any large body there 
are a few that may not measure up 
to our brand of Americanism but 
on the whole patriotism is high in 
the movie colony.’ 

Roosevelt, however, made it plain 
that he was in favor of the Dies 
Committee’s investigation in prin- 
ciple, but he added: 

‘I think its investigation should be 
based on fact and not on rumor.’ 

The youthful head of Globe Pic- 
tures defended the high salaries re- 
ported for big stars, but pointed out 
that these were the exceptions and 
not the rule. He- said there were 
600 persons supported by the Motion 
Picture Relief fund. 

Meets Exhib Leaders 

Roosevelt made a good impression 
at a huddle with exhibitor-leaders 
prior to the dinner. He told them 
frankly that he was in the motion 
picture biz purely as a commercial 
| venture. He said he was not inter- 
| ested in starting any new cycle or to 
produce any so-called epics. 

He revezled that he is mulling a 





film to portray the life of Horace 
Mann, one of the pioneers of Amer- 
ican education. He is trying to get 
Spencer Tracy from Metro to play 
the title role, he said. Asked why 
he had picked ‘The Bat’ as his in- 
itial film, he replied: 

‘This is an established dramatic 
success and consequently we'll be 
able to produce it without spending 
a fortune.’ 


Roosevelt said his second film 
would be based on the "Pot o’ Gold’ 
radio program and that Horace 


Heidt’s band has already been signed 
up to appear in it. 

During the conversation no men- 
tion was made of the nickle-in-the 
slot machine proposition he had con- 
summated the previous day with the 
Mills Novelty Co. of Chicago. The 
exhibs who met with Roosevelt in- 
cluded Ted Schlanger, Warner Bros. 
theatre zone boss; David E. (Skip) 
Weshner, WB exec; Jay Emmanuel, 
William .Goldman, Frank Buehler, 
William Boyd, indie exhib leaders; 
Harry Bodkin, manager of the local 
United Artists exchange; Lester Kri- 
ger and Sam Schwartz. 





Narrow-Gauge Pix Deal 
For 5 and 10c Automats 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
James Roosevelt's Globe Produc- 
tions closed a deal with Fred L, 
Mills, prez of Mills Novelty Co., of 
Chicago, for nation-wide distri- 





bution of automatic coin-in-slot 
(Continued on page 21) 
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On US. Incomes 
Same as for “38 


Joseph T. Higgins, collector of jn. 
ternal revenue for the Third Dis. 
trict of New York, has again as. 
signed general deputy collectors 
H. Wayne Pierson and Edward f, 
Rigney to the Variety office at 154 
West 46th street, N. Y. They will be 
on duty Monday to Friday from 9 
to 430, and on Saturday from 9-1, 
This information service is for the 
general public, but particularly val- 
uable to members of the amusement 
profession as the deputies assigned 
to Variety have had previous experi- 
ence in handling theatrical tax cases, 








tax deductions for 1939 are the same 
as for 1938. Personal exemption for 
single persons is $1,000, and $2,500 
if married or the head of a family; 
$400 may be taken off for each de- 
pendent under 18, or for a dependent 
over 18 if physically unable to earn 
a living. 


Business and professional deduc- 
tions cover practically all items that 
pertain to expenditures that pro- 
mote the interests of the profes- 
sional. Traveling, publicity, promo- 
tion, costumes, stage equipment, mu- 
sical instruments, union dues and 
assessments, and many other expen- 
ditures that professional people dis- 
burse are included among the de- 
ductible items. 


The Federal tax advisors have re- 
peated their warning to taxpayers 
to prepare to furnish substantial 
records of their expenses, either by 
some system of bookkeeping or by 
receipted bills and cancelled checks, 


Failure to file a return on or be- 
fore midnight March 15 will bring a 
penalty of 5% for each 30 days, with 
a maximum penalty of 25%. Failure 
to include a duplicate (green copy) 
with the original form will cost the 
taxpayer $5. The penalty for filing 
a false return is 50% additional tax 
with the possibility of prosecution in 
the U. S. courts. 

Returns for nonresidents of the 
U. S. must be filed with the Collec- 
tor of Internal Revenue in Baltimore, 
All resident returns must be filed in 
the Internal Revenue district where 
the main office or the home of the 
taxpayer is located. 

Taxes may be paid in four equal 
installments, 25% to accompany the 
return, the remainder on June 15, 
Sept. 15 and Dec. 15. 

Social security payment made to 
the Federal Government by em- 
ployees is not a deductible item on 
income tax returns. Social security 
payments made by an employer, 
however, may be deducted. 

The Varirty tax service is free 
and will be in effect until the final 
filing day on March 15, It is ad- 
visable not to wait until the last 
few days to prepare returns, when 
the office of the tax officials are 
crowded. Forms should be prepared 
immediately but may be mailed with 
remittance on or before March 15. 





Rogell’s Tune Tiffer 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Universal signed Al Rogell to di- 
rect ‘Trouble in B-Flat,’ a musical 
picture built on James Edward 
Grant’s yarn. 
Shooting starts March 4. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Kay Van Riper inked new writing 
pact at Metro. 

Universal picked up its option on 
Robert Cummings. 

Hal Roach signed Lon Chaney, JT. 

Metro handed writer contracts to 
Harry Clork and Arch Oboler. — 

Archie Bleyer drew Metro ticket 
as musical arranger. 

Frank Capra signed Arthur Black 
as assistant director. 

Lou Smith handed player pact at 
Metro. 

Universal signed four Dad End 
kids, Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Ber- 
nard Punsley and Gabriel Dell fer 
two-picture deal. 

Metro handed writer tickets 1 
Jay Gorney and Henry Myers. 

Eugene Zader, composer, given & 
contract by Metro. 

Felix Bressart drew player 
at Metro. 











ticket 





Personal and professional income 
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On Friday (1), Pre-Trial Confabs 
In the Anti-Trust Suit Start; U.S. 
Gives Brush to Any ‘Consent’ Talk 








On Friday (1), pre-trial confer- 
ences among the eight major com- 
panies and the Government are 
scheduled to start before Judge 
Henry Warren Goddard in N. Y. 
federal court. While it is possible 
that these conferences may be de- 
layed a few days as Judge Goddard 
finishes up all other work, actual ar- 

ment should get under way in less 
than a week. It is highly probable 
that during the one month of con- 
ferences, over six months of court 
labor will be eliminated. 

An examination of the Govern- 
ment complaint will disclose that the 
first 173 paragraphs deal primarily 
with the history and development of 
the industry, naming of officers and 
directors, and giving their history, 
competitive conditions in the indus- 
try, interstate commerce, lending of 
talent and borrowing of the same, 
quoting of various percentages of 
one company as against another, etc. 
Should the Government, for ex- 

ple, be required to prove that 

ew’s is engaged in the motion pic- 
ture industry, and to cite its proof 
goncerning that company and all 
ethers, the trial would last the two 
years predicted earlier. It is ex- 

cted that most, if not all this pre- 
eoeaee work will be agreed on be- 
fore the start of the trial. 

It is not likely, however, that any 
of the major issues will be stipu- 
lated to. No matter what kind of a 
deal might be worked out now in 
Washington among various poli- 
ticians, the industry will still have 
to stand trial on several major 

oints. Any ‘consent decree,’ or talk 
| sponse moreover cannot be obtained 
en certain phases of the suit. For 
example, one of the principal 
charges is that the majors have vio- 
lated the anti-trust acts by monopo- 
lizing exhibition, production and dis- 
tribution. If the majors were to en- 
ter a consent decree on the first 
point, agreeing never to do so again, 
that would be all right with the 
VU. S., which seeks no damages. 

But hundreds of independents 
throughout the country, whose com- 
plaints over a period of years was 
the basis for this action, would then 
immediately file anti-trust actions 
seeking triple damages totaling hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars, and 
would have their cases won before 
they entered court, as the majors, in 
signing a consent decree, would have 
admitted their guilt. To sign such a 
decree would mean a death warrant 
of every major company. In fact, 
should the Government win in court, 
the same suits would still hold good. 

More Suits, Regardless 

It is reported that several hun- 
dreds of exhibitors are standing by, 
awaiting the end of this case, to start 
actions of their own, should the De- 
partment of Justice succeed in prov- 
ing its charges. Many of these are 
believed to be Government wit- 
nesses. 

During the past week, starting 
Friday (23), and continuing to yes- 
terday (Tues.), the major companies 
filed answers to Government in- 
terrogatories 25-39. Numbers 1-24 
had been filed the previous week. 
Those filed this week deal primarily 
With production activities, and for 
the most part were confidential. 
None of the actual answers was 
made public, but will be filed in the 
Federal court on March 1 along with 
the balance of the answers 39-50. 
The latter group, dealing with origin 
of the company and its method of 
Conducting business, will in all prob- 
ability be answered in full. The 
same day, the Department of Justice 
Will file its answers to the consoli- 
dated group of 50 questions, asked 
by the major companies. 





20th-Fox Files 

Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp., 
On behalf of itself, the 20th-Fox Dis- 
tributing Corp. of Texas, Movie- 
tonews, Inc., 20th-Fox Distributing 
Corp., and Paramount Pictures, Inc., 
On behalf of itself and Paramount 
Pictures Distributing Corp., filed an- 


(Continued on page 20) 


Gross Exits Republic 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Ed Gross checked out of Republic 
after several weeks as associate pro- 
ducer without making a picture. 
He is leaving for New York to 
negotiate another tieup. 


PAR WANTS TEN 
‘OUTSIDE PIX 
FOR 1940-41 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Paramount {is negotiating for the 
product of outside producers to fill 
out its 1940-41 slate. It is making 
overtures to producers who can pro- 
mote their own financing. It is un- 


derstood that the studio will turn 
out 32, with the product of David 
Rose in London and the Harry Sher- 
man action unit accounting for 10 
more. Ten pix from _ outside 
producers are wanted to bring the 
schedule up to 52 pictures. 

Although it is possible that some 
off-the-lot pictures may be made in 
the east, it is believed most will bear 
the Hollywood stamp. 


Barney Balaban Back 
In N.Y., Par Board Will 
Likely Meet Thurs. (29) 


Barney Balaban returned to New 
York yesterday (Tues.) from Miami 
and likely a quorum will be ob- 
tained for a Paramount board meet- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.), after which 
Stanton Griffis plans going south for 
a vacation of several weeks. Noth- 
ing of vital import is known to be 
slated for tomorrow’s session of the 
directorate. 

Top theatre department executives 
are all out of town but expected 
that M. F. Gowthorpe gets back to- 
day (Wed.) or tomorrow (Thurs.) 
from Augusta, Ga., where he has 
been conferring on the local situa- 
tion, a three-way Paramount-Lucas 
& Jenkins-Frank Miller partnership. 
By the end of the week or early 
next, Leon Netter is due back from 
Miami. 

Meantime Leonard Goldenson left 
Sunday (25) for Detroit to huddle 
on the local situation with Earl Hud- 
son while Sam Dembow, Jr., pulled 
out the same day for Chicago to 
discuss operating, booking and other 
matters with Balaban & Katz and 
Great States. 


HAMMONS MAY ATTEMPT 
REORG OF HIS EDUCAT'L 


Efforts to work out a reorganiza- 
tion in the Federal courts of Educa- 
tional Pictures, Inc., and Educational 
Films Corp. of America may be 
made shortly, Earle W. Hammons, 
former president of the two com- 
panies, said last week. Both cor- 
porations recently went into bank- 
ruptcy following a similar step by 
Grand National. a subsidiary. 

Hammons said the principal asset 
coming out of a reorganization would 
be the name, as Educational has 
been a widely-known label in pic- 
ture business for more than 25 years. 
He declared he might attempt to 
reestablish it as a producing com- 
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HOWEVER, DENY 


D.C. States New York Anti- 
Trust Case Must Go to 
Trial — Arnold Still Has 
Document With ‘Sugges- 
tions’ for Possible Legal 
Accord in Film Suit 





COMMERCE DEPT. SLANT 





Washington, Feb. 27. 

Possible basis for a consent decree 
between the Federal Government 
and the major producer-distributor 
companies and chain exhibitors is 
before the Justice Department. But 
the trust-busters insist they intend 
to go to trial, as agreed several 
months ago, in the principal suit 
pending in New York on May 1. 

Document that could result in 
amicable settlement, but which is 
said to contain no recommendations, 
has been on the desk of Assistant 
Attorney General Thurman G. Ar- 
nold for several months. It’s the out- 
come of last summer’s conferences 
under Commerce Department aus- 
pices. 

Contents of the paper are closely 
shielded by officials of both Govern- 
ment agencies. Certain ‘sugges- 
tions’ were made, however, that 
could result in a quick ending of 
most litigation, it is known, provid- 
ing the industry defendants are will- 
ing to back-track and admit that past 
conduct, while possibly legal, has 
been injurious to the public and to 
little fellows in both ends of the 
trade. 

Nobody seems to |}: giving much 
attention, though the way has been 
suggested, to the possibility of avoid- 
ing a tiring and costly court wrangle. 
The Commerce Department memo, 
prepared by Prof. Willard L. Thorp, 
one of Secretary Hopkins’ most val- 
ued advisers, appears to have been 
pigeon-holed. It was received by 
the D.J. some weeks back and from 
all inclinations is not being taken 
seriously by the Arnold coterie, 


Thorp Noncommittal 


For the most part, Thorp merely 
recited some of the problems. Nothing 
in the communication, it is said, 
could be interpreted as recommend- 
ing that the Justice hounds be called 
off or that Commerce Department 
peace-makers be given full permis- 
sion to bring about an understanding 
that would wolve the ‘problems.’ The 
memo lists trade practices—such as 
overbuying, excessive’ clearance, 
forcing shorts, etc.—which indepen- 


(Continued on page 18) 





Story Sales 


Continued from page 3 








because they had proved themselves 
to have audience value. Next step 
was purchase from galley proofs or 
the script of a play yet unproduced 
(Loew-Lewin unit at United Artists 
recently bought Clifford Odets’ 
‘Night Music’ this way). This be- 
came possible because of the em- 
ployment of better story editors 
whose judgment could be trusted on 
what would be a success. And 
finally comes purchase of an idea yet | 
to be written out, culmination of a! 
growing competition for material. 





Quality Pix at 


1940 Version of ‘Widow’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

‘College Widow,’ first produced in 
1927, is being revived at Warners as 
a starrer for Ann Sheridan. 

Hal Wallis has put Jay Gorney and 
Henry Myers on the writing job to 
streamline campus oomph on the 
1940 model. 


WALT DISNEY 
STOCK ISSUE 
OF $4,000,000 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Walt Disney Productions, hitherto 
functioning as a closed corporation, 
is readying a public stock issue of 
approximately $4,000,000. New cor- 
porate setup, soon to be submitted 
to the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, calls for public financing 
through sale of stock on the open 
market. 

Full-length cartoons, such as ‘Pin- 
occhio,’ tie up large sums of money 
for long periods. In addition, the 
company is spending about $3,000,- 
000 on buildings and equipment for 
the new plant in Burbank. Public 
financing through the sale of stock 
would provide working capital for 
the expansion of building and pro- 
duction programs. 

Present financial structure is the 
result of a consolidation of three 
separate companies 18 months ago. 
Authorized capitalization is 200,000 
shares at $10 each. 


Wobber Probably To 
Coast With Sclienck 
At End of This Week 


Joseph M. Schenck, 20th-Fox head, 
leaves for the Coast at the end of 
this week following a week in New 
York and a week in Florida. He 
returned to Manhattan Sunday from 
the south and has been confabbing 
with h.o. execs prior to his de- 
parture. 

Herman Wobber, distribution chief, 
will also head Coastward at the end 
of the week and may accompany 
' Schenck. His leave-taking will be 
| preceded by a district sales meet. 
| Wobber is slated for a series of par- 


leys with Darryl Zanuck. 


COWAN TAKES HILTON 
NOVEL TO COLUMBIA, 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Lester Cowan is shifting from 
Universal to Columbia on a one- 
picture deal to produce James Hil- 
ton’s novel, ‘And Now Goodbye.’ 
Hilton moves over from RKO in 



































Another track in the search for 
properties is a recent going-over of | 
ancient files to find stories that were | 
turned down in the past, but may | 
now be acceptable. Things that were | 
once untouchables for the screen, | 
such as Theodore Dreiser's ‘Sister 
Carrie,’ bought by RKO a couple) 
weeks ago for $40,000, are now being | 
given the nod by the Hays office. | 
Hays attitude is, of course, merely a | 
reflection of liberalized public opin- | 
ion. RKO, also went into the files 
for another recently, A. P. Herbert's 
‘Water Gypsies,’ published about 10 | 
years ago. | 

There’s plenty of dust being blown 
off publishers’ catalogs and ot 
dexes as a result. 


two weeks to script the story, slated 
to roll in June. 


Transfer RKO Suit 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 








Hays Summarizes the Film Business 
Answer to Foreign Market Losses: 


‘Reasonable’ Costs 


The picture business already has 
begun to give the answer on what it 
can do to recoup losses in the foreign 
market resulting from the European 
war. That is turning out productions 
with the greatest audience appeal, 
made reasonably, without lowering 
the quality. That is the gist of Will 
Hays’ summary of this vital industry 
problem made this week, shortly 
after his return from the Coast. 

The head of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Assn. was 
asked what producers could do to 
make up for losses suffered in the 
foreign field. Without attempting to 
answer for individual producers, 
Hays summed up recent develop- 
ments and trends. 

‘The only thing the American in- 
dustry can do, and will do,’ Hays re- 
plied, ‘is to continue to make pictures 
with such entertainment appeal as to 
warrant and receive the greatest 
audience support. And to make pic- 
tures at the lowest cost they can that 
does not in any way lower the 
quality of pictures. 

‘The industry’s duty to the ex- 
hibitors and to the public, as well as 
the long-view of its own welfare, 
answers that question. 

‘The performance of that purpose 
is rather well indicated by the pic- 
tures right now showing in New 
York City and vicinity, such as ‘Gone 
with the Wind,’ ‘Pinocchio,’ ‘Abra- 
ham Lincoln,’ ‘Grapes of Wrath,’ 
‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet,’ ‘Of Mice 
and Men,’ ‘Destry Rides Again,’ ‘Re- 
member the Night’ and ‘Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington’.’ 

Hays’ 18 Years in the Biz 

Hays, who will have completed 18 
years as head of the MPPDA on 
March 5, expressed full confidence in 
the Production Code Administration 
as being perfectly capable of treating 
modern-day subjects fairly. He did 
not think the PCA had become par- 
ticularly more adult-minded but in- 
dicated that screen-writing had 
improved. 

The attitude of the MPPDA is one 
of full cooperation with British 
authorities in the present wartime 
crisis, he explained when questioned 
about possible forthcoming British 
quota changes. 


H’wood Over War Jitters, 


Spends for Improvements 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Vivid evidence that the film busi- 
ness is recovering from the war 
panic is shown by the heavy flow of 
Hollywood money into technical im- 
provements, both in the permanent 
construction of buildings and in new 
shooting equipment. 
Building boom is most pronounced 
at Warners where $397,000 has been 
spent on a new marine stage and 
plans are under way for a $200,000 
artificial lake on the studio’s Cala- 
basas ranch. RKO is spending $45,- 
000 on building improvements, and 
Metro, Universal and Columbia are 
making heavy outlays. 
Largest investment in new equip- 
ment is reported at 20th-Fox, where 
$150,000 has been allocated for 15 
cameras of unique design, the larg- 
est single outlay of any Hollywood 
plant for that purpose in two years, 
Cameras are being built in Syracuse, 
N.Y., and mark a new departure in 
lensing developments. 
New design is sound-proof and 
weighs only 100 pounds, compared 
with the 475-pounders used in other 
studios. Its lightness and other ime 
provements mean a tremendous sav- 
ing of time and expense in loading 
and in changing setups. 


> 























Joseph N. Ermolieff’s $1,042,500 
breach-of-contract suit against} 
George J. Schaefer and RKO was! 
transferred from Superior to Federal 
court on the plea that the company | 
is incorporated outside of California. | 

Plaintiff charges the studio with 
bredking an agreement to produce, 


Reid’s New RKO Deal 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Cliff Reid signed a new producer 
contract at RKO under the execu. 
tive wing of. Lee Marcus. 
Deal calls for five pictures. ‘Anne 





ther in-| his picture, ‘Outpost in Morocco,’ by | of Windy Poplars’ goes to bat early 
| the Ermolieff multi-version process. | 


in March. 
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BAD SPACING OF STARS STILL ANNOYS 


THEATRES; ALSO A PROBLEM 70 DISTRIBS 





Clashing Caused Chiefly 


‘Grapes’ and ‘Mice’, Another Conflict—Holding 


by Loanouts—Steinbeck’s 





Back Leigh Pic to Cash In On ‘Gone’ 





Failure of producer-distributors to 
control the spacing of pictures _S0 
that the same stars aren’t playing 
against themselves is piling up com- 
plaints across the country to the ex- 
tent that exhibitors are on the verge 
of demanding action. This would 
come in the face of distributor ex- 
hortation that more be obtained from 
each feature on release but also, and 
more importantly from the exhibitor 
viewpoint, because a theatre’s maxi- 
mum possibilities are endangered. 


The ground for complaint among 
a growing number of exhibitors, not 
excluding the big chains, is that the 
concurrent release of pictures with 
the same boxoffice names is placing 
profits in jeopardy somewhere along 
the line if not all the way. Dis- 
tributors are to some extent responsi- 
ble for the condition, in trade opin- 
ion, because of the trend of late 
years in loaning players indiscrimi- 
nately, thus not having complete 
control of their stars or top featured 
talent. On the other hand, the pro- 
ducer-distributors are blamed for not 
exercising control where that is pos- 
sible or ameliorating the condition 
existing through loans that cause 
conflict. 

In the face of divided opinion 
among theatre operators, as well as 
within the company confines of va- 
rious distributors, a picture is occa- 
sionally timed for release because 
its star is currently hot through an- 
other feature. 


Paramount did this with ‘Side- 
walks of London,’ which has Vivien 
Leigh paired with Charles Laughton. 
Although the company could have 
released ‘Sidewalks,’ a London-made, 
six months ago had .it desired, it 
waited until ‘Gone With Wind’ had 
opened and set the picture down for 
Feb. 16. Against the opinion that 
this was good showmanship, so that 
Par might cash in on Miss Leigh 
while she was hot, the contrary the- 
ory is it might have been smarter to 
let the public get hungrier for Miss 
Leigh. Also, ‘Sidewalks’ may start 
hitting towns ahead of ‘Wind’ or at 
exactly the same time, in the latter 


case asking the public to see her 


twice on the current household bud- 
get. 
‘Grapes’ and ‘Mice’ 


Another example of odd clashing 
‘Grapes of 
Wrath’ and ‘Of Mice and Men.’ The 
one trades on the rep of the other 
at the b.o., in this case presumably 


is John Steinbeck’s 


the latter on the former. 


” ‘Mice’ was set for general release 


Jan. 12 by United Artists and wa 


sold to the Roxy, N. Y., first-run but 
it was delayed for the latter until 
20th-Fox 
sold ‘Grapes’ to the Rivoli, N. Y., on 
Its general availability 
date is March 15. Meantime, ‘Mice’ 
has played various parts of the coun- 
try and on the first taste of Stein- 
beck may depend the extent of 
public interest in his ‘Grapes,’ while 
again as with Miss Leigh, the two 
pictures may be playing the same 


Friday (16). Meantime, 


pre-release. 


situations at the same time. 
James Stewart is another nam 


that is fighting itself on multiple 


fronts. His ‘Smith Goes to Wash 


ington’ played the Music Hall late 
in October, going two weeks. Then 


just four weeks later ‘Destry Ride 
Again,’ also with Stewart, opéned a 
the Rivoli. 


at the State just a week ahead o 


the end of ‘Destry’s’ Riv run. ‘Mr. 
Smith’ played the State New Year’s 


week and then with ‘Destry’ avail 


Close spacing resulted 
in ‘Mr Smith’ reaching second-run 


TERRY KILBURN’S FLU 
CANCELS PERSONALS 


Kansas City, Feb. 27. 
Terry Kilburn, moppet player in 
RKO’s ‘Swiss Family Robinson,’ was 
put under doctor’s care and confined 
to his room at the Hotel Muehleback 
last week for several days. Lad con- 
tracted flu while on a p.a. tour of 
midwestern keys, and illness forced 
cancellation of several dates, 
Player made a matinee appearance 
at the Orpheum here on Thursday 
(22) but was unable to make the 
evening show. Dates for St. Louis 
on Friday, Oklahoma City, Monday, 
and Dallas, Wednesday, were also 
scratched off. 
Thursday morning the boy player 
was honored, through the efforts of 
Lawrence. Lehman, manager of the 
Orpheum, with the presentation of 
a plaque from the inter-fraternity 
group of Kansas City University in 
recognition of his film acting. An 
interview with John C. Moffet, the 
Kansas City Star crick, via the Star’s 
radio station, WDAF, set for 6:15, 
was likewise called off by the ill- 
ness. 


Zanuck’s Sale of 30,000 
Shares of 20th via S.E.C. 


Washington, Feb. 27. 
October transfer of 30,000 shares 
of 20th Century-Fox common stock 
to ‘irrevocable trusts’ came to light 
Saturday (24) in the Securities and 
Exchange reports for December, 1939. 
Belated acknowledgement showed 
that Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th vp., 
shrugged off the sizable interest on 
Oct. 5—leaving him with 93,130 
shares at month’s end. Zanuck, ac- 
cording to the October report, also 
held 21,946 shares of $1.50 cumula- 
tive preferred stock in his company. 
Only other film company stock 
transaction recorded last week was 
purchase of two shares of Pathe Film 

















FILMS DUE FOR 3506 
ASSESSMENTS IN L. A. 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Los Angeles county’s property as- 
sessor will nick studios for around 
$350,000 in taxes on exposed negative 
when he starts making the rounds 
next Monday (4). Hardest hit will 
be Metro with eight pictures before 
the cameras and 20th-Fox paying 
off on four or five. RKO will get 
off with the lowest clip among the 
majors. Over the weekend # will 
have only one feature nearing com- 
pletion and another at editing stage. 

Paramount, Warners and Universal 
will get off easy, while Republic 
will take the strongest rap in years 
due to delays on ‘Dark Command,’ 
now marked down at over $1,000,000 
on the cost sheet. 


Va. Cities Can't 
Censor Any Pix 
OK'd by State 


Lynchburg, Va., Feb. 27. 

State supreme court ruled Monday 
(26) in ‘Birth of Baby’ suit, appealed 
from here, that individual Virginia 
cities do not have right to ban any 
film already approved by the State 
censorship division. 

Case, of far-reaching importance, 
was started year ago when the city 
undertook to ban ‘Birth’ on the 
ground of ‘indecent and obscene’ 
City claimed a special charter pro- 
vision to censor pix. Local judge 
ruled with the Dominion Theatre 
Corpn., but the city carried the case 
to the higher court. 


In its decision, affirming local 
judgment, the supreme court decided 
that the censorship, division has ex- 
clusive authority for censoring Vir- 
ginia films and that no city is 
authorized to ‘share in this juris- 
diction.’ 

Manager Willis Grist, Jr., said he 














Corp. common, by Thomas P. Loach, 
New York officer of the concern. 
Loach’s holdings recorded at the end 
of the year at 13 shares. 


did not know whether the film would 
be shown at this late date since it 
has already played whistlestops close 
| by. 

| 
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UA-Korda Have Flock of Queries 
Lined Up to Stall Goldwyn’s Suit 





United Artists will reply on March 
15 to Sam Goldwyn’s suit against it 
with a demand that a large part of 
the producer’s complaint be tossed 
out as irrelevant, and that Goldwyn 
be forced to supply particulars about 
the rest. Additional details asked 
by UA, if the plea is granted by the 
court, would probably take Goldwyn 
months to compile. 

Alexander Korda and _ London 
Films, Ltd., who are also defendants 
in the suit, will also go into court 





e 


Ss 


t missal of the complaint as it pertains 


to them, claiming they are not legiti- 
mate parties to the producer’s dis- 
pute with the distributing company. 
At the same time, Goldwyn’s attor- 
hey, Max D. Steuer, will ask that he 
be allowed to question Korda before 
trial. Korda is being represented by 


f 


March 15. They will request a dis- | 


able, it brought Stewart in again 
Jan. 31. 

Available together, both pictures 
run into each other on subsequent 
runs, but that was not all of Stewart. 
Metro had him in ‘Shop Around the 
Corner’ and the Hall opened with 
that Jan. 25, making three Stewarts 


D. Frohlich, of Schultz & 
while Ed _ Raftery, 


handling the UA end. 
Raftery will first ask for 
amended complaint to separately 
state and number the facts consti- 


tuting each cause of action in the 14 





for the shopping public to pick from. 

Argument of the exhibitor group 
is that when a first-run downtown 
theatre is offering Stewart—or some 
other star suffering from bad spacing 
—and the star also is in a neighbor- 
hood at the same time in some film, 


| grievances listed by Goldwyn. 
| will then ask that the portions of the 
complaint dealing with the British 
quota law, and UA’s taking in of 
Korda to make quota pix, be thrown 
Finally he will ask that Gold- 
wyn set forth name of each picture 





the question is which theatre the 


thinks he could have obtained a 
higher rental for a picture than UA. 
It points out here, incidentally, that 
every contract was passed by James 
Mulvey, Goldwyn’s eastern rep and 
v.p., before acceptance. 

Petition also asks how UA is al- 
leged to have used Goldwyn pix to 
push those of other producers, and 
| what pictures of other producers are 
referred to. Also what inducements 
,and on what pictures these induce- 
;ments were offered exhibs to take 
| other producers’ films instead of 
Goldwyn’s. Entire Goldwyn com- 
plaint is gone through in this man- 
ner, providing Steuer with a job that 
will delay the suit for months if the 
court grants the UA petition. 

Goldwyn in his suit is seeking to 
terminate his agreement with UA, 
| which has until 1945 to run. 








Korda Held East 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Alexander Korda, set to plane to 
Hollywood within a few hours after 
he arrived from Europe almost two 
weeks ago, is still in New York. 
Understood that matters in connec- 
tion with the Samuel Goldwyn suit 
against United Artists, in which he 
is a co-defendant, are accounting for 
part of the delay, but other personal 
business igs also holding him. 

Although no definite departure 
date is set, he is expected to leave 
for the Coast next week to put 








l é on which he alleges UA failed to de-| finishing touches on ‘Thief of Bag- 
fan will wend his way to if he or | vote its best efforts for distribution | dad.’ 
she is drawn by the Stewart name. | and in what manner it failed. Then | 


Print of the picture will ar- 
rive from England in a couple of 


In the event, the Stewart fan g0€S/ the petition asks that Goldwyn set| weeks in care of his film cutter, 


(Continued on page 20) 


forth all the contracts in which he! William Hornbeck. 





WB, MEMPHIS, GETS 
LOEW’S FILM PLUSSAGE 


Memphis, Feb. 27. 

Metro surprised local trade last 
week by releasing three of its pic- 
tures to the Warner, local opposition 
to Loew's. Move caused by jam of 
product because of ‘Gone With the 
Wind's’ fifth week. Pix sold to War- 
ner were ‘Shop Around the Corner,’ 
‘Congo Maisie” and ‘I Take This 
Woman.’ 

Local Loew’s plays United Artists 
and half of Fox along with Metro 
pix. Will follow ‘Gone’ with ‘Man 


Wrath.’ 





Philly Jam Eases 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
Log-jam of product in the Philly 
area because of the day-dating of 
‘Gone’ at two first-run houses, and 
the three-week stay of ‘Fighting 
69th’ at the Fox, is beginning to 
break up. 
Exhibs in nabe spots were begin- 
ning to worry where they would get 
pictures in the next few weeks when 
the clearance periods would expire. 
First break was made by United Art- 
ists which sold ‘Mice and Men’ away 
from Warners for the second run. 


Ordinarily UA product preems at 
the WB Aldine, then gets a subse- 
quent run at either the WB Keith’s 
or Karlton. Because these houses 
were tied up, UA sold ‘Mice’ to the 
Arcadia, only downtown indie, op- 
erated by Abe Sablosky. 

A second break came with the an- 
nouncement by Warner officials that 
‘Gone’ would fold at the Boyd on 
March 6 and continue only at the 
Earle. On March 7 ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois’ opens at the Boyd. 


Other new product to get its first 


lich’s Magic Bullet,’ which bows at 
the Aldine tomorrow (Wed.), and 


the Fox. 





‘Western’ for Summer 





Date for release of “The Westerner,’ 
one of the pictures specifically in- 
volved in the current legal battle 
between producer Samuel Goldwyn 
and United Artists, is still unde- 
cided despite several weeks of inter- 
mittent Coast confabs by Goldwyn 
and UA exec. Present idea is some 
time this summer. 


James Mulvey, Goldwyn v. p. and 
eastern rep, returned to New York 
by plane Monday (26) following a 
quick visit to the Coast for confabs 
on the release date. Lynn Farnol, UA 
pub-head, also aired into the h. o. 
Sunday (25). 

Murray Silverstone, UA chief, and 
Harry Gold, salesmanager, also 
viewed most of the other product on 


the Coast to be released by the com- | 


pany for the remainder of the season 
and discussed sales policy on _ it. 
They’re still west. 


Charlie Chaplin’s film is virtually 
completed, but not to be issued until 
summer, at usual prices and in the 
usual manner, in keeping with Chap- 
lin’s past policy. Others are ‘Rebecca’ 
(Selznick), to be released March 28, 
opening at the Music Hall, N. Y.. 
March 22; ‘House Across the Bay’ 
(Wanger), ‘Thief of Bagdad’ 
(Korda),, ‘Over the Moon’ (Korda), 
‘1,000,000 B. C.’ (Roach), ‘Our Town’ 
(Lesser), and ‘My Son’ (Small). 


Coast ‘Gambol’ Set Back 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

‘Gambol of the Stars,’ annual 
banquet of Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, was postponed 
from Feb. 22 to March 14 because of 
a conflict in dates with two big 
sporting events, the $50,000 Santa 
Anita Derby and the Armstrong- 
Garcia championship fight. 

Gambol is black tie affair and 
would require quick change for 
those who would attend the ball and 
the sporting events. 











Hilton Leaves WB 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

James Hilton, British novelist and 
screen writer, obtained his release 
from a Warners scripting contract 
which had 18 months to run. 

Pact ends with the completion of 
his current chore, on loanout to 
Walter Wanger for ‘Personal His- 
tory.’ Hilton plans to continue 





scripting on single assignments. 


Exhibs Definite 
In Their Likes, 
WB's Moray Finds 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27, 
Exhibitors, big and small, take 
plenty of interest in their business, 
and all of them think they know 
how it should be run, what’s the 





From Dakota’ and then ‘Grapes of | matter with it, etc., and they aren't 


averse to expressing an opinion—in 
fact, they welcome the opportunity, 
according to the conclusion reached 
by Norman Moray, Vitaphone (Ware 
ner Bros.) sales manager. 


Here on a tour of exchanges, Mo- 
ray revealed that he had sent out 


questionnaires to 4,000 exhibitors: 
asking for 


throughout the nation, 
advice, suggestions and criticisms ree 
garding short subjects. No less than 
3,800 replied with answers, and there 
were plenty of criticisms and ad- 
vice, he says. 

Exhibitors definitely want shorts, 
and they want better ones, and they 
are hopeful that the short subjects 
soon will have double features on 
the run and eventually put the late 
ter out of business entirely, the 
questionnaire made clear, Moray 
avers. 

Moray avers that short subjects 
have attained a greater importance 
in the industry during the past six 
months than in the whole preceding 
10 years, and now figure as more 
essentially a part of theatre pro- 








Release by Goldwyn-UA 


i grams than ever before. 
‘The reason is that there has been 


/Such a quality improvement in short 
| Subjects that more and more are be- 


runs this week include ‘Dr. Ehr-/|ing turned out possessing real boxe 


| office value, that the public is bee 
coming increasingly fed up on feae 


‘Grapes of Wrath’ on Friday (1) at|tures that follow the same pattern 
| too closely and it demands variety 


;and novelty of the sort that shorts 


‘The many fine historical shorts proe 
|duced during the past half year also 
have been a factor.’ 

Moray will spend a month in Hole 
iywood before returning to New 
York. He had visited 11 branches 
in 14 days by the time he reached 
Minneapolis. 








STAGE ‘PINOCCHIO’ VS. 
DISNEY FILM IN N. Y. 


Arnold Van Leer has taken over 
the Belmont, N. Y., for the presentae 
tion of ‘Pinocchio’ in puppet form, 
attraction opening March 9. Pere 
formances will be given by the Sue 
| zari Marionettes, who appeared at 
\the Waldorf theatre around the 
Xmas holidays, and will be in direct 
|competition with Disney's screen 
| version at the Center. 


| Puppet show is based on Yascha 
| Frank’s version, which was played 
tby Federal Theatre Project actors 
= the Ritz. That attraction was 
|rated a success and was one of the 
shows sloughed when FTP was 
forced off the WPA set-up. 


Guitry to H’wood For 
Picture, Wants Colbert 














Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
France’s one-man show, Sacha 
| Guitry, who produces, directs, writes 
;and acts, will leave his native 


|land for the first time to make @ 
picture in Hollywood. 

Guitry has an original story in 
which he wants to star Claudette 
Colbert. Date of his departure from 
Paris is indefinite, due to war condi- 
tions, but he has cabled his Holly- 
wood agents, Edington-Vincent, to 
make studio arrangements. 





Jello on Horseback 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Harry Sherman will put Don Wil- 
son, radio announcer and part-time 
film actor, on a horse in ‘The Round- 
up’—-all 240 pounds of him. 

He recently finished in ‘Buck 
Benny Rides Again,’ but did little of 
the riding. 





Par Holds Sandrich 


Holly wood, Feb. 27. 
Mark Sandrich closed a new deal 
for two years as producer-director 
at Paramount. 
| First job is the untitled 
| Benny-Fred Allen picture. 





Jack 


are able to provide,’ insists Moray. 
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Philly AFM Local Calms Down a Bit 
Pending Outcome of Its WB Battle 








Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 

The secessionist movement among 

mbers of Local 77, American 
Federation of Musicians, was tem- 

rarily halted at a stormy meeting 
on Friday (23) during which the 
efficers of the local counseled the 
disgruntled members to kill a reso- 
lution urging withdrawal from the 
parent body unless nationwide sup- 
was given the Philly local in 

he Warner Bros. controversy. 

In its place, a resolution was pre- 
gented condemning the ‘dilatory tac- 
tics’ of the national officers and call- 
ing upon them to issue a strike call 
to musicians employed in all War- 
ner-operated vaud film houses. The 
resolution reiterated faith in local 
officers but charged the national 
body with ‘failure to do its duty’ in 
refusing to give its support to end 
the four-month deadlock. 

There was no mention of any re- 
prisals by members of the Philly lo- 
éal but the tenor of the meeting 
was ‘let’s wait and see what the in- 
ternational does.’ 

Local officers told the 500 who at- 
tended the meeting, that any seces- 
gion talk at this time might hurt 
instead of helping. There was also 
talk of a possible alignment with the 
CIO but this angle was soft-pedaled 
at the meeting. 

Meanwhile the local was buoyed 
by the settlement of the dispute with 
the Carman on Saturday (24) after 
12 weeks. The indie North Philly 
house will resume its band-vaude 
policy on Friday (1) after the union 
agreed to allow the house a 40-week 
€ontract instead of the 52-week 
termer originally demanded. 

The union is reported to have re- 
eeded from its original stand in the 
hope that the Carman would give 
the Warner houses in the area some 

iff competish and act as a lever to 

rce the chain to come to terms. 
Postcard Campaign 

In addition, the union launched a 

teard campaign against Warners. 

ore than 50,000 ‘two-way’ postal 
cards are being sent to trade union- 
ists throughout the city urging them 
to sign the adjoining protest and 
mail it to the Warner nabe in their 
area. 

The card to the unionists read: 

‘Coming to your favorite theatre, 
Big Stage Shows. This pleasure can 
be yours for the asking. You are 
now paying the price without get- 

ng stage shows due to the 
monopoly of Warner Bros. in our 
elty.’ This is signed by the Mu- 
sicians’ Employment Committee. 

The cards being sent to the 

arner nabes read: 

‘This is to notify you that we de- 
sire stage shows at our neighbor- 
hood theatre.’ 

¢ union’s announced plan to al- 
low its members to work on a per- 
centage basis at indie houses to com- 
pete with Warners is being held up 
ding a confab with Joseph M. 
eber, national AFM prexy, this 
week, 

At least two indies were reported 
Teceptive to the plan, a revolution- 

ry step in recent Local 77 history. 

nder this program, flesh shows will 
be put into these houses with the 
musicians working on a cut on the 
extra grosses. 
have nixed the idea, but the union 
holding this as an added ace-in- 
the-hole against Warners. 
ant chain thus far shows no in- 
cation of altering its original stand 
rehire musicians only at the 
le and any of the nabes in which 
tends following a flesh policy. 
prone union is seeking to get mu- 
eon at the Earle, Fox and 
raed abes. These eight houses have 
m picketed since they dropped 
cians on Dec. 1, 





‘ P 
Conquest’ Suit 
Marquis James, author, filed suit in 
- Y. federal court Friday (24) 

®gainst Republic Pictures, charging 
ingement of copyright. The 
paintift, author of ‘The Raven,’ deal- 
Ng with the life of Sam Houston, 
Charges plagiarism of his book in 
Republic's film, ‘Man of Conquest.’ 
n injunction, accounting of 
Profits and damages are sought. 


Se 


H’WOOD TRIANGLE 


Two Agents Involved in Hull’s Suit 
fer Coin Kickback 








Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 


Henry Hull is suing the A. & S. 
Lyons agency for $3,479 as the after- 
math of an old triangular case in- 
volving the Stanley Bergerman 
agency as the third party. 

Action goes back to a judgment 
for $7,500, obtained by Bergerman 
against Hull for commissions due for 
signing Hull to a Metro contract. 
Lyons had a similar suit against Hull 
at the same time but agreed to with- 
draw its action in consideration of 
Hull’s remaining under Lyons man- 
agement. Hull settled the Berger- 
man judgment and is now suing Ly- 
ons to return the money. 


FILM WORKERS 
EARNINGS IN 
JAN. DROP 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Earnings of film workers during 
January took another drop, figures 
released yesterday (Monday) by the 
State Labor Commission revealed. 
The average weekly wage fell off 
from $42.39 in December to $41.72 in 
January, and the total weekly pay- 
roll declined $37,583. Number of 
workers dropped from 12,144 in De- 
cember to 11,441 in January. These 
figures are exclusive of talent. 


Total weekly payrolls at the stu- 
dios for January reached $477,226 
against $514,809 the preceding month. 
Average weekly hours worked 
showed only a fractional increase. 


Banks, Lawyers Ask 
More Coin from RKO; 
Okay 3 Applications 


Despite the granting of the exten- 
sion of time, three applications for 
allowances were filed during the past 
week. The first, and most important, 
of these is that of the Chemical Bank 
& Trust Co., trustees of RKO, under 
a collateral note indenture dated July 
1, 1931. Chemical Bank seeks $25,000 
for its services, and the bank’s attor- 

















Weber is reported to | 


neys, Wright, Gordon, Zachry & 
Parkin, ask $38,125 plus disburse- 
' ments, during the 77B period. 

Yesterday (Tues.), federal judge 
| Alfred C. Coxe referred an applica- 
tion by Florence J. Sullivan, attor- 
ney, to judge William Bondy for 
|hearing. Sullivan is attorney for 
| James Young, who had filed a claim 
against RKO for $2,000,000. The at- 
| torney, in seeking $14,500, claims to 
have saved the estate $145,000, and 
asks 10% of that amount. 

Last in the group is Neil P. Cul- 
lom, attorney for the U. S. National 
Bank of Denver, trustee for the bond- 
holders of Denver Orpheum Co. He 
seeks $1,500. 

Federal Judge William Bondy in 
New York on Saturday (25) ap- 
proved applications of Irving Trust 
Co., former trustee of RKO, and of 
the Atlas Corp., proponents of the 
RKO plan of reorganization, and 
granted an extention to March 15 for 
the filing of applications for allow- 
ances. The prior date of expiration 
had been Feb. 29. 

The petition declared that since 
the closing date, both Irving Trust 
and Atlas had been busily engaged 
' in consummating the plan, and have 
'not had sufficient time to prepare 
|their requests for compensation. 
| Judge Bondy’s order grants the same 
| extention to other attorneys who 
| will apply for fees. 








IN HWOOD 





IA WARNED TQ 
BE ON UARD 


Drive on Studio Unions Ex- 
pected to Break Out in 
Open in Few Weeks — 
Scoffers Sense Buildup for 
Another Emergency 








EXTRAS SPLIT 





Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

A warning against an open-shop 
drive in the film industry is being 
broadcast to 10,000 members of stu- 
dio locals affiliated with the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes. Lew C. G. Blix, IATSE 
international representative, is cau- 
tioning workers not to talk with 
strangers who appear at the studio 
gates or union headquarters. He said 
associations interested in breaking 
the closed-shop contracts in the in- 
dustry are trying to gather informa- 
tion to be used against the unions 
and union officers. 

Blix has submitted the following 
letter to the entire IA membership: 

‘Notice to the membership of all 
IATSE studio locals. 

‘Several reports have reached me 
within the past few days regarding 
activities of interests diametrically 
opposed to the good welfare of labor 
unions and organized labor. 

‘There are now in our midst four 
or five men, who are on the payroll 
of the interests of anti-labor and 
associations which are desperately 
making a last stand to return South- 
ern California to the open-shop sys- 
tem. Sooner or later they will show 
up around union headquarters or 
at the studio gates for the purpose 
of contacting the members and at- 
tempting to gain their confidence or 
to secure some statements which can 
and will be used against the local 
unions, their officers and members 
at a later date when the anti-labor 
forces are ready to move in. 

‘This notice is given as an advance 
warning that such things are about 
to happen and will positively occur 
within the next few days or weeks. 
Please be on the lookout for anyone 
who might appear to be over-soli- 
citous of your personal concern or 
over-anxious to obtain information 
concerning your affiliation with or- 
ganized labor. If you are approached 
please remember that anything you 
might say may act as a boomerang 
at some later date. 

‘The IATSE locals are not the only 
organizations on the list to be inter- 
rogated by these super-snoopers, but 
it behooves us to look after our own 
business and if we do that well, we 
can rest in the thought that we have 
done a good job and have protected 
our rights as citizens and workers.’ 

Scoffers Belittle Campaign 

Members of minority IATSE 
groups, which have demanded elim- 
ination of Willie Bioff and other 
hoodlums from the IA management, | 
scoff at these reports of an open- | 
shop campaign. They believe the 
Blix letter is aimed at the reform | 
group and that it might later be| 
used as a buildup for another special | 
emergency, with the international | 
taking over the affairs of the work- | 
ers if the cleanup drive reaches se- | 
rious proportions. These groups al- 
ready claim to have a membership | 
of 1,200. 

The major companies have okayed | 
the request of the Society of Motion | 
Picture Film Editors for a 10% wage | 
increase, but are insisting the tilt} 
become effective as of Feb. 20. The 
Society had demanded the effective | 
date be fixed as of Aug. 25, when | 
the IATSE locals were given a 10% | 
hike. The Society executive board | 
has called a general membership | 
meeting for March 1 to determine | 
whether the Feb. 20 date will be! 
accepted. 

Society leaders estimate the in- 
crease will cost the producers about | 
$200,000 annually. The pay of un- 
limited hours editors would be raised 
from $150 to $165 per week; that of 

(Continued on page 21) | 
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Browne's IATSE Future May Be 
Complicated by the 


Bioff Mess 





Petitions on Extras 





Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Petitions are being circulated 
for recall of the Screen Actors 
Guild Council in an effort to 
block the establishment of a 
separate local for extras. Defi- 
nite stand on the autonomy pro- 
posal was promised at a meeting 
to be held tonight (Tuesday). 
Recall move is said to be an 
empty gesture as Guild by-laws 
carry no provision for recall of 
the Class B Council members 
and removal can be accomplished 
only by the directors. 


BIOFF STALLS 
TRIAL IN CHI 
TIL MARCH 6 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

For the second time within a week 
Willie Bioff’s attorney, former sen- 
ator Abe Marovitz, obtained a con- 
tinuance on the labor leader’s habeas 
corpus hearing. Originally scheduled 
for Friday (23), hearing was con- 
tinued to Monday (26) on the at- 
torney’s plea that he was unable to 
appear due to a bad leg. On Monday 
Marovitz again was absent, his 
brother/ Harold Marovitz, bringing 
along a doctor’s certificate as evi- 
dence. 

Bioff’s attorneys sought a two- 
week continuance, but Chief Justice 
John Prystalski of the Criminal 
Court set the date for the hearing 
for March 6 and stated that the hear- 
ing will be held at that time regard- 
less of Marovitz’s leg. Brother Har- 
old assured the court that Abe would 
positively appear at that time. Bioff 
appeared in court at both the Friday 
and Monday sessions. 

Plea for Bioff will be that the state 
had tacitly abandoned any prosecu- 
tion on the pandering case against 
him, under Bioff’s claim that he re- 
sided in Chicago for 10 years after 
his conviction; that the police did 
nothing during this time to take him 
into custody; that he lived here open- 











furthermore, he has been ‘completely 
rehabilitated’. 

States attorney’s office, in its reply, 
| will contend that when Bioff was 
| released he was under legal obliga- 
| tion to surrender and begin serving 
| his sentence directly upon confirma- 
tion of his conviction by the courts. 
This obligation, as set out in the 
bond under which Bioff was bailed, 
was never fulfilled by him, accord- 
ing to the contention of the states 
attorney. 





| 
| 





ly and not as a fugitive, and that/|- 





The question of whether George 
E. Browne continues as president of 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees for another 
term starting in June, will be de- 
cided at a convention of the IA, to 


be held in Minneapolis. The IA 
meets in convention every two years 
and under its constitution the date 
is the first Monday in June. That 
will be June 3 this year. 


Louis ‘Krouse, general secretary- 
treasurer of the IA and assistant to 
the president, is now in Minneapolis 
discussing details in connection with 
the conclave scheduled for that city 
and agreed upon by the executive 
board of the IA. 


While insiders believe that Browne 
will be reelected president and that 
the setup otherwise, so far as vice 
presidents and other officials are 
concerned, may also stay as is, the 
trouble involving Willie Bioff and 
the bad publicity the IA has received 
may result in an upset. That might 
also be dependent to some extent on 
what occurs between now and 
June 3. 


Browne is strongly entrenched in 
the IA, the most powerful union in 
show business, and has wide support 
among IA members. He was elected 
president of the IA in 1934 for a 
two-year term and on its expiration 
in 1936 he went in for a four-year 
term. The IA by-laws and constitu- 
tion were changed at that time for 
election of officers every four years 
and presumed that at the June 3 con- 
vention there will not be a change 
back to two. 


The last IA convention was held 
in Cleveland in ’38, . 


2 Weeks with Pay, Plus 
5-10% Increase, Likely 
For N. Y. Projectionists 


Reported a virtual certainty that 
booth projectionists will get a second 
week’s vacation with pay and pos- 








where between 5 and 10% under 
arbitration of its negotiations with 
the de luxe theatres and major New 
York circuits on a two years’ con- 
tract. Decision of the board is ex- 
pected in a couple weeks, 

Under the old contract the op- 
erators received one week’s loafing 
time with pay. In negotiting for a 
new agreement, retroactive to last 
September (1939), the N. Y. op- 
erators’ union, Local 306, demanded 
a 25% boost, circuits turning this 
down. 

In consequence two arbiters were 
| chosen to represent the theatres, two 
| for Local 306 and a fifth as a neu- 
tral. 

Engineers in the New York the- 
atres have notified the circuits, as 
well as the larger downtown houses 








_in which they function, that a con- 


20th Prod. Slowed 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Production at 20th-Fox is down to} 
three pictures, with no starters in) 
view until March 4, when ‘Public 
Deb No. 1’ and the third ‘Hotel for 
Women’ are slated to roll, 
Current in work are ‘Maryland,’ 
‘Lillian Russell’ and ‘Cisco Kid.’ 





Moreno’s Mex Pix Plans 


Mexico City, Feb. 27. 
Antonio Moreno, star of the silents, 
is here reportedly to organize a pic 
production company backed by 
American capital. 
He made and directed Mexico’s 
first talker here in 1930. 


REVIVE LONDON TALE 





ference is desired with the labor 
committee to discuss new terms and 
conditions effective April 1. 

That is the date on which the con- 
tract, negotiatec in 1938, expires. It 
was for one year and four months, 
running from Jan. 1, 1939, to April 
1, next. There is no indication in 
advance of a huddle whether an in- 
crease will be sought and what new 
conditions, as indicated in a letter, 
will be asked. 

International Union of Operating 
Engineers, Local 30, as known, is 
now working on a 40-hour week 
schedule at a scale of $52.50 a week. 


Shaw’s Film Chore 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


David Loew-Albert Lewin produc- 
ing unit have signed Irwin Shaw to 








Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Jack London’s old yarn, ‘Queen of | 


'the Yukon,’ is slated as Paul Mal- | 


vern’s first 1939-40 production for 
Monogram. | 

Joseph West has been signed to| 
write the screen play, which goes| 
into work within three weeks. 


do a screenplay round ‘Mothers and 
Sons’ for United Artists release. 
Shaw, author of ‘Bury the Dead’ and 
‘Gentle People,’ arrived on the Coast 
from New York last week. 

‘Mothers and Sons’ is preceded on 
the L-L production sked by ‘Flotsam’ 
and ‘Night Music.’ 
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BOTH SIDES STORIN 


G UP AMMUNITION 





IN BATTLE OVER THE NEELY BILL 





Staggering Legal Costs Loom as a New Headache— 


Proponents Hold to 
a Housecleaning 


Argument the Biz Needs 


» 








With small likelihood that public 
hearings before the House Interstate 
Commerce committee will be held 
before March 5, and possibly not 
until April, both sides are unlimber- 
ing their big guns in the Neely bill 
battle. Measure presently is in the 
hands of this committee, and the 
struggle just now is to gain the ear 
of 23 members of this body. Unfavor- 
able report on the proposal, sought 
by opponents of the Neely measure, 
would require 12 votes. 

These opponents claim that local 
community clubs, reform organiza- 
tions and others sponsoring the bill 
would be able to drag a distributor 
up on the carpet under terms of Sec. 
3 of the measure. They envision 
these organizations, under the opera- 
tion of the Neely law, squawking to 
an exhibitor about certain pictures 
being shown in his theatre, with the 
latter automatically passing the buck 
to blockbooking practice. Neely op- 
ponents aver that the exhib might 
duck responsibility by claiming the 
film was jammed down his throat via 
blockbooking. Result would be an 
action against the distributor and 
possibly the exhib, with resultant 
long-winded litigation. 

Indies’ Slant 


Proponents of the measure, on the 
other hand, are enlisting many in- 
dependents and legislators on the 
theory that the Neely proposal 
would restore competition and fur- 
nish the smaller exhibitor an equal 
chance to compete with his larger 
competitors. They point out that the 
changed setup would force all 
distribs to sell each feature indi- 
vidually and hence on merit, rather 
than in groups. They contend that 
the Neely measure would cut down 
anti-trust suits and bring a heavy re- 
duction in complaints over inability 
to obtain strong product. 

Neely bill opponents have a new 
argument credited with receiving a 
receptive ear in the trade, the claim 
being that the measure would in- 
crease the number of lawsuits im- 
measurably because of its alleged 
vagueness. They add the basic 
charge that distributors never would 
know for sure when they were vio- 
lating the statute until taken into 
court. With millions of transactions 
in the industry transpiring annually 
in the business, they charge that 
they might be haled into court on 
any one of them. Every action would 
mean an attorney for the defendant 
at extra cost while the complainant, 


so they charge, gets free legal service 


in lodging squawks. 
Want a Housecleaning 


Advocates of the measure, on the 
other hand, are striving to bring the 
legislation out of committee for 
House vote. They have no particular 


sympathy for majors who claim that 
the industry is in proper shape. 
Their contention all along has been 
that it is not and that an industry 
house-cleaning is in order. 


distributing companies 


the industry-evils complaint. 


Neely opponents this week were 
reported as pleased above all else 
is becoming 
better understood in the industry. 
They feel that if it is clearly under- 
stood the proposed legislation will 
arouse the proper opposition. And 
they are convinced that this better 
understanding is bound to leak out 


because the measure 


and spread to the general public. 


Fact that exhibitors and exhib or- 
ganizations have been awakened to 


the seriousness of the Neely bill 


and have bombarded their congress- 
men with letters, wires and phone 
calls, promises to play a deciding 
factor in the ultimate disposal of 
Opponents of the leg- 
aware of the _ pressure 
methods employed by proponents, 
in recent weeks have met fire with 
fire and have flooded U. S. repre- 


the measure. 
islation, 


sentatives with protests. 


They 
believe that the larger producing- 
have — had 
plenty of opportunity to place in 
effect more drastic reforms through 
the series of trade practice huddles 
over recent years. The present drive 
is to attract the ear of legislators on 


v 


DuPont Into 16 MM. Field 


DuPont Film Mfg. Co. has decided 
to go into the amateur film business. 
Company will put out 16-millimeter 
stock and other amateur photo ma- 
terial. 

DuPont would be bucking Eastman 
Kodak to the greatest extent. 








OF CENSORS 
EASING UP 


Montreal, Feb. 27, 

Censors of the Province of Quebec 
have been unusually kind to ‘Gone 
With the Wind,’ which opened here 
at Loew’s last week. The word ‘di- 
vorce,’ which is taboo in this deeply 
religious province, has been left in. 
More important still, the censors 
have not cut any scenes in which 
Scarlett O’Hara makes a play for 
Ashley Wilkes after his marriage to 
Melandie, though it has previously 
been the common practice to elimi- 
nate any footage wherein there is 
even a suggestion of a marital un- 
faithfulness. 

‘Intermezzo’ was pretty badly 
butchered up here by the censors for 
that reason and the ‘infidelity’ angle 
in ‘Wuthering Heights’ last season 
resulted in a temporary ban on the 
film though it was later shown. 

Trend towards more liberal atti- 
tude to films in general is strongly 
indicated in sympathetic treatment 
accorded the Scarlett O’Hara-Ashley 
Wilkes-Rhett Butler triangle. Also 
being evidenced in number of crime 
pictures being okayed with gun- 
fights staying in. Last year there 
was considerable difficulty in get- 
ting crime films approved, with de- 
letions in many instances virtually 
ruining product. Scenes of guns be- 
ing fired, depicting actual killing, 
were usually cut heretofore. 


L. A. CofC. Sees Neely 
Bill As Film Handicap 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Local Chamber of Commerce, of 
which Sol Lesser is a member, went 
on record as opposing the Neely anti- 
block booking bill in Washington. 
Resolution said in part: ‘The pro- 
posed law is an attempt to put the 
Government into business where it 
cannot do a constructive work, but 
on the contrary will place such re- 
strictions upon the industry as to 
handicap it in the fields of enter- 
tainment, news and education.’ 


‘Flight 8’ Away 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

‘Flight Eight’ hopped off yesterday 
(Mon.) at Warners with Wayne Mor- 
ris, Jane Wyman and Dennis Mor- 
gan in the top roles. 

Missing from the flight was Olivia 
de Havilland, originally slated for 
the top role but who stepped off the 
gangplank into a suspension. 























felt they must appease constituents 
by voting for the measure. 





Par’s Anti-Neely Stance 
Riles Ex-NW Allied Prez 


_ Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 
The fact that Paramount execu. 


J 


the Neely bill has gotten a rise out 
of Bennie Berger, former president 
and a leader of Northwest Allied 
here. 

Berger claims that Paramount cir- 
cuit theatres now are enjoying all the 
advantages that would accrue to in- 











Net result, if nothing else, is that | dependents under the Neely bill be- 


congressmen have been made to 
realize that the Neely proposal is a 
controversial matter. Before that 
even those congressmen who did not 
evidence much interest in the bill 


| omne the Paramount houses ‘only 
| have to play the outstanding pic- 
_tures.” They don’t want the inde- 
pendent - opposition to enjoy. .the 
!same advantage, contends Berger. 


QUEBEC BOARD 


tives have mapped out a fight against | 


Exhibs’ ‘Pot of Gold’ 


Insurance Ruled Lottery 
St. Louis, Feb. 27. 

A plan adopted by approximately 

100 exhibitors in St. Louis and ad- 

jacent county whereby patrons who 


may click as the winner in the radio 
‘Pot of Gold’ program will receive 
double the current prize if they 
should be in a film house has fallen 
under the Missouri lottery laws and 
will be outlawed. Assistant Prosecut- 
ing Attorney Carl V. Eimbeck in 
Clayton, St. Louis county, took offi- 
cial cognizance of the exhibitors’ 
screen and poster announcements 
and ruled the plan must be dropped 
as it has all the earmarks of a lot- 
tery. 

Inasmuch as the chance of win- 
ning a ‘Pot of Gold’ prize has been 
estimated to be something like 10,- 
000,000 to 1 there is little likelihood 
that the P.A. at Clayton will have 
to jug an exhibitor. Members of the 
MPTOA of Eastern Missouri and 
Southern Illinois and the indies have 
joined in the plan to contribute to 
a fund, on the basis of 10c per seat 
in their houses, to reimburse a fellow 
exhibitor who may be nicked. 


Neely, U.S. Suit 
And Rentals On 
Allied's Agenda 


While last summer it was the trade 
practice code which featured its con- 
vention, this year it is expected the 
national conclave of Allied States 


Assn., to be held in Chicago, will 
concentrate on the Neely bill, the 
U. S. anti-trust suit against the ma- 
jors and possibly distributor pressure 
on rental terms. 

The Allied convention will be held 
sometime during the summer, prob- 
ably in June. Jack Kirsch, presi- 
dent of Allied’s Illinois unit, will set 
the date later. 














Ohie ITO Meets 


Columbus, Feb. 27. 

Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio, hard-hitting state exhibitor 
body headed by Pete Wood, holds a 
two-day convention here tomorrow 
(Wed.) and Thursday (29). 

In addition to the Neely bill, an- 
ticipated in advance that discussion 
will be given to the controversial 
‘Pot o’ Gold’ radio program so far as 
exhibitor participation is concerned. 
ITO of Ohio has been severely criti- 
cized for its support of ‘Pot o’ Gold,’ 
notably by Co-Operative Theatres of 
Michigan, indie booking combine. 





NW Allied Pro-Neely 
Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 

March 5 and 6 have been selected 
by Northwest Allied as the dates for 
its convention to which all inde- 
pendent exhibitors in the territory 
have been invited. A more vigorous 
fight against percentage pictures and 
in support of the Neely bill will be 
mapped out, leaders say. 

Because of illness, W. A. Steffes, 
president of the organization, now 
in Providence Hospital, Washington, 
D. C., receiving treatment for a 
om ailment, will be unable to at- 
tend. 





Directors Oppose Neely 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Board of Screen Directors Guild 
at meeting Monday (26) night indi- 
cated it will make vigorous fight 
| against the Neely bill. 
| Principal objection is to censor- 
ship clause in congressional measure. 








COL.’S DE COURVILLE PIC 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

American distribution rights to 
‘An Englishman’s Home,’ produced 
in London by Albert de Courville, 
have been bought by Columbia. 
United Artists handled the film on 
the Continent, 

De Courville is here now revising 
the picture for the American market 
and inserting scenes deleted by the 
British censor. 











—_— 
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committeeroom. 


four feet high. 


the bill. 


Illustrated Demonstration 


Leaders in major company circles this v-eek were mulling a plan 
whereby a physical demonstration of the enormous detail and cost of 
the Neely bill synopsis provision could be made before Washington 
congressmen, Idea would be for one of the major companies to attach 
the shooting script for every picture sold during 1938-39 to a customary 
standard contract and then haul them into the Interstate Commerce 





Estimated that for a distributor handling 50 features this would mean 
a stack of paper four to five feet high, since each shooting script covers 
48-52 pages. Committee members then were to be told just how many 
times this stack must be multiplied to cover the thousands of exhibitors 
sold annually by one company to get some conception of the detai) and 
cost of this ‘synopsis must’ clause. Even for smaller majors, it wag 
estimated that this would mean 2,000 stacks of contracts and scripts 


Synopsis clause in the Neely proposal now is viewed as the most 
unreasonable and unworkable ones in the measure by opponents of 





11 Chi Indies Join 3 B.&K. Houses 
In Effort to Restore Single Pix 





3 Films for Mel Shauer 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Mel Shauer, former Paramount 
producer, has closed a three-picture 
deal with Jim and Marian Jordan, 
who are Fibber McGee and Molly of 
the radio. Shooting on the first film 
is pencilled for June. Shauer mean- 
time negotiating for a major release. 
The Jordans appeared in Shauer’s 
‘This Way Please,’ which he made 
for Paramount two years ago. Don 
Quinn, scripter of the radio pro- 
gram, and members of the cast will 
likely be used in the film version of 
the airshow. 


REP. FLAG UP 
FOR 24 PIX 
BY JULY 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Republic production shifts into 
high gear this week, with 24 pictures 
slated to start before July 1, in a 
drive to complete the 1939-40 pro- 
gram of 52 features and four se- 
rials. While the studio has kept pace 
with its release dates, its backlog 
production has been slowed down by 
the European war and the suspene 
sion of work on ‘Dark Command,’ 
due to the illness of Claire Trevor. 

High pressure work, ordered by 
Herbert Yates, chairman, began to- 
day (Tues.) with the start of ‘In Old 
Missouri,’ to be followed tomorrow 
(Wed.) by ‘Young Buffalo Bill.’ Two 
more, ‘Grandpa Goes to Town’ and 
‘Women in War,’ go before the cam- 
eras March 1. 

Other pictures on the 1939-40 pro- 
gram are ‘Forgotten Girls,’ ‘Doctors 
Don’t Tell,’ ‘The Crooked Road,’ 
‘Gangs of Chicago,’ ‘Sing, Dance, 
Plenty Hot,’ ‘Wagons Westward,’ 
‘Grand Ole Opry,’ ‘Lady From New 
Orleans,’ ‘Scatterbrain,’ ‘Girl From 











God’s Country,’ ‘Should Wives 
Work,’ ‘The Oomph Girl and the 
Cowboy,’ ‘Pioneers of the West,’ 


‘Covered Wagon Days,’ ‘Rocky Moun- 
tain Pioneers,’ ‘The Old Mill Stream,’ 
‘Carolina Moon,’ ‘Go Get ’Em, Cow- 
ole ‘Carson City Kid’ and ‘Days 
of °49.’ 





Cinemachrome’s Reorg 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Cinemachrome Corp, film process- 
ing outfit filed a petition in Federal 
Court yesterday (Monday) for reor- 
ganization, listing assets at $208,732 
against liabilities of $21,875. 

Petition asked that the court pro- 
tect the company from general cred- 
itors and tax collection authorities. 








Resume ‘Arizona’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

_Columbia’s ‘Arizona,’ on the shelf 
since last September, goes before 
the cameras March 15, with Wesley 
Ruggles as producer-director and 
Jean Arthur in the star spot. 

Most of the picture will be shot 
near Tucson, Ariz., where the com- 





Rany has spent $300,000 on a loca- 
tion layout, 


Fibber McGee and Molly’s | 





Chicago, Feb. 27. 

First single feature in the neigh- 
borhoods in five years is being tried 
this week, as 11 Allied indie thea. 
tres follow the lead of Balaban & 
Katz in a single-bill experiment te 
test the boxoffice ability of a solo 
show. B.&K. will single bill in three 
westside houses. 

Since the return of double fea- 
tures to Chicago, the indie Allied 


theatres have fought desperately to . 


kill off the twin bills, even going so 
far as to institute legal action 
against B.&K. and major distribue 
tors in an attempt to force B.&K. te 
return to single features. 

B.&K. has had a successful term 
with duals, and is running this 
single feature somewhat as an exe 
periment. ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) is the 
picture soloed. While the reason for 
the single bill is strictly a booking 
situation, B.&K. execs are als¢é 
anxious to find out if a single fea- 
ture of an outstanding picture will 
hold up on its own. 

In order to make hay out of this 
situation, Jack Kirsh, head of Allied, 
has arranged 11 for other westside 
houses to run singles concurrently 
with the three B.&K. spots. 

This will also be in the nature of 
an experiment, to find out if the 
indies can afford to run _ singles 
though the rest of the town is still 
doubling. These Allied houses are 
running a variety of pictures from 
various distributors. 

Allied Will Match B&K 

Allied, in the future, will continue 
to meet B.&K.’s singles, if any, with 
solo policy of its own. Allied will 
go to any length to restore singles, 
since under the twin-bill policy the 
big nabe houses have been gobbling 
up the cream of the coin while the 
smaller subsequent run spots have 
been skimping along on the re- 
mainder of small takings. 

Allied, through political connec- 
tions, managed to have a bill passed 


prohibiting doubles, but Gov. Henry 
Horner vetoed the bill as unconsti- 
tutional. 

Meanwhile, polls taken around the 
town have indicated that the public 
continues to vote against double 
features, but boxoffice receipts con- 
tinue to indicate that while the pub- 
lic votes singles, they generally buy 
doubles. 

Current experiment, though more 
or less forced on the theatres be- 
cause of a product situation, will 
nevertheless be another testing of 
the doubles vs. singles question. 


American Seating Co.’s 
’39 Net Profit Up 1656 


American Seating Co. net profit 
rose about $165,000 during 1939, as 
compared with the previous year. 
Company reported net of $403,312 for 
the 12-month period ended last Dee. 
31 or $1.82 per share as against 
$238,308, equal to $1.08 a share in 
1938. 

Gross sales increased more than 
$1,400,000 to $8,452,414. American 
Seating paid out $110,531 in divi- 
dends in 1939. : 


HOLTON’S CHI SCOUTING 
Joe Holton, assistant to Joe Pin- 
cus in 20th-Fox’s New York talent 
sniffing department, currently 1 
Chicago viewing the casts of a couple 
legiters there. He’s also taking & 
gander at college players and others 
who have been lined up awaiting 
his visit. 














He left 10 days ago and will be 
gone another week. 


——<———3 


by the state legislature last year . 
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_ sidewalk holdouts. Across the street 
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Slushy Chis Film B.O, Solid; ‘Shop’ 
Plus Goodman Mild $30,000, ‘Swiss’ 
Nice $14,000, Northwest Hot $21,000 








? 


Chicago, Feb. 27, 
(Best Exploitation: Palace) 

Despite sloppy going underfoot 
following a two-day snow, the down- 
town theatres are evidencing a high- 

satisfactory session currently. 

lush and snow are no deterrents 

in the face of obviously strong enter- 
tainment lineups. 

Best of the newcomers in the pic- 
ture line is ‘Northwest Passage,’ 
which opened Saturday (24) in the 
United Artists and brought back to 
that house the problem of afternoon 


is the Oriental with ‘Gone With the 
Wind,’ ‘so that afternoons present a 
icture of crowded sidewalks on both 
sides of Randolph street. 

Two bands are battling it out in 
the two Balaban & Katz vaudfilm 
spots, with Benny Goodman’s orch 
running on a five and six-a-day sked 
in the Chicago along with ‘Shop 
Around Corner.’ Goodman is failing 
o draw as well as before. State- 

ke has the Art Kassel orch, which 
moved in after a stay in the Bis- 
marck hotel here. Aiding and abet- 
ting are the Mills Bros. and Luis 
Alberni. 

. Palace turned on a bang-up exploi- 
tation blast again this week for 
‘Swiss Family Robinson,’ with a 
art tie-up with the Herald-Exam- 
ner backing up a strong advertis- 
ing campaign that steered clear of 
the juvenile angle on the picture. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Light Failed’ (Par) (8d wk). Has 
caught on remarkably and goes into 
third week with indications of con- 
tinued fine business. Looks for 
bright $5,500 currently after snag- 
ging brilliant $7,200 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Shop Around’ (M-G) and Benny 

oodman’s band. Drop over week- 
nd means $30,000, disappointing. 
Last week, ‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and 
Jane Withers, ankled in with me- 
dium $29,900. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
~Girl Friday’ (Col). Shifts here 
from Chicago and indicates good 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Little New York’ 
(20th), about the same at $3,900. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.50)—Gone’ (M-G) (5th wk.). 
Slipping, but only slightly. Nights 
continue sell-outs for reserved seats, 
while the weakness shows up in the 
second afternoon grind show due to 
necessity of standing them out on 
the sidewalk. Indicates $44,000 cur- 

ently, with last week, $46,500, about 
ve grand under capacity. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Swiss Family’ (RKO) and ‘Honey- 
moon’ (U). Powerful selling of top 

icture looks for plenty healthy $14,- 
00. Last week, ‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) 
and ‘Marines’ (RKO), fairish $9,700. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Geronimo’ (Par) (2d wk.). Will 
slip to flabby $5,000 for final seven 
days after a meek $9,800 for opener 
last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Williams’ (Col) and vaude. Art Kas- 
sel orch, Luis Alberni, Mills Bros. 
on stage aiding. Combo at price 

retty surefire for satisfying $18,- 

0 currently. Last week, ‘Remem- 
ber’? (M-G), managed okay $16,700. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55-65-75) —'Northwest’ (M-G). Open- 
ed sharply on Saturday (24) and in- 
dicates rousing stay, with smash $21,- 





} for initial week. Last week, 
Balalaika’ (M-G), faded in second 
S€ssion to fair $7,200. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; $1.10- 
1.50)-—Gone’ (M-G) (5th wk.).| 
venings continue at capacity, but | 


the afternoons are beginning to 
show patches. Currently indications 
are for $14,000, after $16,200 last | 


week, | 


Disney, 66, ‘Northwest,’ 
$5,500, Big in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 27. 


Three heavy patronage drives are 

ing made in Lincoln this week, all 
of them by J. H. Cooper’s theatres— | 
Stuart, with ‘Pinocchio’; Lincoln, | 
with ‘Northwest Passage’; and Ne- | 
braska, with a triple feature, Norvell | 
Qn stage, ‘Young As You Feel’ and. 
Torchy Plays With Dynamite.’ | 

Pinocchio’ grabbed immediate at- | 
ention with an opening day 10% | 
getter than ‘Snow White’ was able | 
® muster in the same theatre on its | 
opening, 


Estimates for This Week 


qe clonial (Monroe-Federer-Noble) | 
ee 10-15) — ‘Westbound Stage’ 
Mono) and ‘Submarine D-1’ (WB), 











| 


Split with ‘Wife’s Relatives’ (Rep) 
a wl South Border’ (Rep). First half, | 
W 


} te allied nad eagle, coupled with normal ; 
tautry boxoffice pull last half, head- | 
ge for very nice $1,000.° Last week, | 

ongs Saddles’ (Colony) and ‘Down | 


Arkansaw’ (Rep), split with ‘Days 
Jesse James’ (Rep) and ‘Miss X’ 
(Rep), $800, poor. 

Liberty (Federer-Noble) (903; 10- 
25-40 )—‘Castle Hudson’ (WB). May- 
be $2,500, not bad. Last week, ‘Not 
Alone’ (WB), very slow $1,700. 

Lineeln (Paramount - Cooper) 
(1,503; 10-25-40 )—‘Northwest’ (M-G). 
Great $5,500, h.o.’s. Last week, 
‘Broadway’ (M-G), good $3,400. 

Nebraska (Paramount-Cooper) 
(1,236; 10-20-25)—Young Feel’ (20th) 
and ‘Torchy Dynamite’ (WB), plus 
Norvell, astrologer, on stage. Three 
shows daily; matinees are best. Will 


take around $2,900, good. st week, 
‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO) and 
‘Everything’s Ice’ (RKO), $2,700, 


above average. 

Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,886; 
10-25-40 )—‘Pinocchio’ (RKO). May 
get terrific $6,000 on the week, best 
here in months. Helped by Cliff 
Edwards’ p.a. midweek. Last week, 
‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G), a bust, $2,700. 

Varsity (Federer-Noble) (1,017; 10- 
20-25)—‘Miracle Main Street’ (Rep) 
and ‘Fatal Hour’ (Mono), split with 
‘Scandal Sheet’ (RKO) and ‘Five 
Peppers’ (Col). Off, $1,400. Last 
week, ‘Lost Flyers’ (U) and Louis- 
Godoy fight, very good $2,700. 


‘Northwest’, 106, 
Castle’, $4,000, 
Good In L'ville 


Louisville, Feb. 27. 

No alibis this week for the weather 
has moderated to some extent, prod- 
uct is of a better grade and general 
biz sould be shade brighter than 
last week. ew product in all 
downtown houses, with exception of 
the Brown, where ‘Gone’ is getting 
little trade. This is a verry en- 
‘agement, after having ayed 

ew’'s State for three weeks to tre- 
mendous business. Loks like town 
has been pretty well plucked on the 
pic, as current wicket activity is dull. 








‘Northwest Passage,’ dualled at 
Loew's State, is romping along for 
nice returns, as is ‘Castle on Hud- 


son’ coupled with Louis-Godoy fight 
pic at Mary Anderson. Plenty of in- 
terest here in seeing ofay boxer stay 
15 rounds with colored champ, and 
male patrons are giving pic ag good 
play. ‘Chump at Oxford,’ at Strand, 
off to a good start, with Laurel and 
Hardv providing pretty potent draw 
for family trade. 

Outside competish out of the pic- 
ture currently. Last week had Pol- 
ack Bros. Shrine Circus and ‘Hot 
Mikado’ at Memorial Aude, both 
potent. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s- Fourth Avenue) 


(1,000: 75-$1.26) — ‘Gone’ (M-G). 
Moved over for fourth downtown 
week. Pic played three weeks at 


Loew's State to tremendous biz, then 
skipped seven days before being set 
at Brown. Current pace slow, indi- 
cating that town is pretty well played 
out. At pace shown, return on cur- 
rent stanza looks to be around 
$4,000, poor. Last week, ‘Little New 
York’ (20th) and ‘Young Feel’ (20th), 


| fair $2,000. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Charlie McCarthy’ (U) and ‘Every- 
thing Happens Night’ (20th). Loping 


along at average pace, probably 
$1,400. Last week, ‘Raffles’ (UA) 


and ‘Blondie’ (Col), split with ‘South 
Border’ (Rep) and ‘Intermezzo’ (UA) 
medium $1,500. 

Loew's State (Loew’s) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G) 
and ‘Five Peppers’ (Col). Word of 
mouth pretty potent. Will top town 


by nice margin, to ring the bell for | 
Last week, ‘Man Da- | 


good $10,000. ; 
kota’ (M-G) and ‘Convicted Woman 
(Col), fair $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40 )—'Castle Hudson’ (WB) and 
Louis-Godoy fight pic. Nice pro- 


gram, pulling strong male audience | 


at mats. Should build from active 
word-of-mouth, with take indicated 
at okay $4,000. Last week, ‘British 
Intelligence’ (WB) and ‘Granny 
(WB), with house going dual policy 
for one week only, below average 
$2,600. 

’ Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) and 
‘Saint's Double’ (RKO). House on 
average stride and will be okay at 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Light 


topper at oke $7,500. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40 )—-‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G) and 
‘Chump Oxford’ (UA). 
are for all right $3,000. Last week, 
‘Swiss Robinson’ (RKO) and ‘Ma- 
rines Fly’ (RKO). good $3,300. 


Failed’ | 
(Par) and ‘Parole Fixer’ (Par), town | 


Indications | 


ICTURE GROSSES 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 29 

Astor—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (11th wk.), 

Capitol—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (11th wk.). 

Center — ‘Pinocchio’ 
(4th wk.). 

Criterien—‘Man from Dakota’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Globe—‘Castle on the Hudson’ 
(WB) (2). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Music Halli—‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois’ (RKO) (2d wk.). 

Paramount — ‘Seventeen’ 
(28). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 21) 

Rialto—‘Hell’s Angels’ (Astor) 
(26). 

Rivoli — ‘Grapes of Wrath’ 
(20th) (6th wk.). 

Roxy—‘The Bluebird’ 
a in Variety, Jan. 24) 

Strand—‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic 
Bullet’ (WB) (2d wk.). 


Week of March 7 
Asteor—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (12th wk.). 


Capitol —‘Northwest Passage’ 


(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 14) 


(RKO) 


(Par) 


(20th) 


Center — ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) 
(5th wk.). 

Criterion—‘Wolf of New York’ 
(Rep) (6). 


(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 24) 


Globe—‘Secret Four’ (Mono) 
(@). 


‘Dr. Ehrlich’-Tommy Tucker Big 
43G in N.Y.; Lincoln’ 826, Ted Lewis 
With ‘Light’ 276, 


VARIETY 





Pinocchio Up, 456 





(Best Exploitation: Strand) 

In spite of a strong Washington 
birthday business Thursday (22) and 
favorable weather over the week- 
end, business in the country’s No. 1 
key isn’t anything to brag about 
though in spots it is highly satis- 
factory. Numerous holdovers keep 
the totals down. Snow yesterday 
(Tues.) no help. 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ and ‘Dr. 
Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ are among 
the fresh recruits. Both pictures re- 
ceived fine notices. ‘Magic Bullet’ 


(23), with Tommy Tucker’s band on 
the Strand stage, and is doing very 
well. The first week’s take should be 
$43,000 or thereabouts, with the vast 
majority of the draught credited to 
the picture and the Edward G. Rob- 
inson name. 

‘Lincoln’ is somewhat disappoint- 
in’ at the Music Hall, appearing 
only $82,000 or better. It had a 
powerful opening Washington’s 
birthday, getting over $19,000 on the 
day, but has slackened pace since 
then against fine reviews, good 
word-of-mouth and heavy display 
advertising in the dailies. The pic- 
ture holds over, however. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ picked up 
sharply over the holiday week, its 
10th, getting $63,000 through yester- 
day (Tues.). This upsurge at the 
boxoffice was no doubt due to the 
posting of the closing notice as well 
as to the holiday. Film closes next 





Music Hall—‘My Son, My Son’ 
(UA). 
Paramount—‘Seventeen’ (Par) | 
(2d wk.). 

Rialto— ‘Marines Fly High’ | 
(RKO) (4). 

Rivoli — ‘Grapes of Wrath’ 
(20th) (7th wk.). 

Roxy — ‘Vigil in the Night’ 
(RKO) (8). 

Strand—‘Dr, Ehrlich’s 
Bullet’ (WB) (3d wk.). 


Colman-Regan 
Getting Wash. 
Fems, $19,000 


Washington, Feb. 27. 

Holiday prices and partying mood 
| which apparently lasted over entire 
| weekend will up total take nicely 
i this week. ‘Gone With the Wind’ is 
| still drawing ’em downtown and 
| shunting ’em_ to the opposition due 
| to its three-shows a day maximum. 
| Tops among the pop-pricers appear 
| to be two vauders, Capitol leadin; 
'with ‘Light That Failed’ and Phi 
| Regan, and Earle second with ‘Lit- | 
| tle Old New York.’ 
| Keith’s is getting the gravy, how- 
|ever, with ‘Swiss Family Robinson’ 
| getting in four full days with no 
'school to interfere with the family | 
|trade. Show, also helped by March | 
lof Time’s Vatican reel, slipped yes- | 
| terday (26) but the coin was already | 
lin. Only other newcomer, ‘Geron- | 
| imo,’ is getting by nicely in first-run | 
at Met. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Light Failed’ (Par) and vaude. 
Phil Regan helping Colman get in 
enough femme trade for good $19,- 
' 000. Last week, ‘Take Woman’ 
(M-G) and vaude, nice $21,000. 


Magie 














Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Remember Night’ (Par) (2d run). 
Trying again after poor week at| 


Capitol and won’t top fair $4,000. | 


Last week, ‘Shop Around’ (M-G) 
| (2d run), strong $5,500. 
Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— | 


‘Little New York’ (20th) and vaude. | 
'One of films Loew's couldn’t play | 
because of ‘Gone’ backing up prod- 
‘uct and will give big WB spot oke_ 
$17,500 for 8 days. Last week, ‘Mar- 
ried Wife’ (20th) can thank Eddie | 
Duchin’s orch for keeping it from | 


suddenly slipping under adequate 
$15,000 for six days. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 


‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and March of 
Time. Four-day school holiday plus, 
‘hefty bally and interest in Time's | 
Vatican reel, will see solid $10,000. | 
/Last week, ‘Little Chickadee’ (U) 
(2d wk.), swell $8,500 for six days. 
| Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Geron- | 
imo’ (Par), Usual repeat spot likes | 
action first-runners and this should | 
| get big $7,500 for 8 days. Last week, 


'h.o. of ‘69th’ (WB) (2d run), oke 
| $3,800 in six days. 7 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (5th wk.). | 
| Holding nicely to $32,000. Last, 


' week, smart $35,000. 


| paign is 


Wednesday night (6), ‘Northwest 
Passage’ going in the following day 
at the old scale. ‘Wind,’ meantime, 
remains at the Astor for a while, 
with tickets sold into April. At 
some nearby date, following the end 
of the Cap run, ‘Wind’ will go into 
the leading metropolitan N.Y. Loew 
houses at a probable boost in regu- 
lar prices. 

State is in the higher profit 
brackets this week with ‘Light That 
Failed’ and Ted Lewis, all indica- 
tions pointing to $27,000 or over. Still 
another Loew house that found 
Washington’s birthday week a coin- 
getter was the Criterion with ‘Man 
from Dakota.’ Picture ended its 
first week last night (Tues.) at 
$14,000 and is being held over. 

Holdovers include ‘Pinocchio’ at 
the Center (3d week); ‘Mice and 
Men,’ Roxy (2d week); ‘Grapes,’ 
Rivoli (6th week); and the two- 
weeker ‘Sidewalks of London,’ plus 
Dorothy Lamour and the Dick Sta- 
bile band, which closed its engage- 
ment at the Paramount last night 
(Tues. ). 

‘Pinocchio’ began its third week 
Thursday (22), getting a nice pla 
that: day and on the weekend, 
Whereas before the kid price was 
25c to 1 p.m., now it’s 25¢e through 
the day, ostensibly with a view to 
interfering with the home work of 
the kids during school nights. 
rent (third) week’s gross looks 
a solid $45,000, compared with over 
$36,000 for the second stanza. 

‘Mice and Men’ is considerably 
under hopes on its holdover at the 


Roxy at a possible $35,000 and goes | 


out tomorrow night (Thurs.), to be 
supplanted by ‘Bluebird.’ 

‘Grapes’ remains sturdy at the Riv 
where ending its fifth week last 
night (Tues.) at $38,000, more than 
the 4th week. Par got $37,000 on 
the second week of ‘Sidewalks’ and 
its stage show on the strength of the 
oliday, as compared with $40,000 
the first seven days. 

Warner Bros. and the Strand did 
a nice exploitation job on ‘Dr. Ehr- 
lich,” which no doubt is being re- 
flected at the b.o. In addition to 
national exploitation, including dis- 
tribution of 350,000 four-page book- 
lets to dealers of the Cigar Manu- 
facturers’ Assn., a strong N.Y, ad 
campaign figured. The whole cam- 
all the more outstanding 
because of the ticklish subject mat- 
ter of ‘Dr. Ehrlich. RKO and the 
Music Hall also fronted on an ef- 
fective campaign for ‘Lincoln’ but it 
isn’t showing in dollar return on 
the local engagement. | 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Wind’ (M-G) (11th wk). 
The 10th week here was $21,300 


opened after the holiday on Friday $ 


Cur- | 


Pepped up nicely and this week on 
the strength of a big Washington’s 
birthday, $45,000, very good. The 
prior (2d lap) was $36,600. During 
he past week the kid price of 25c 
was placed into effect at all times. 
Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55) — 
‘Dakota’ (M-G) (2d wk). Pulled very 
sound $14,000 on the first week end- 
ing last night (Tues.) and remains 
another. In ahead, ‘Carters’ (Par), a 
dud, $4,000. 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55 )—‘Convicted 
Woman’ (Col). This one not good, 
5,000. Last week, ‘East Side Kids’ 
(Mono), $6,500. 
Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Little 
Old New York’ (20th) (2d run) and 
Chan in Panama’ (20th) (1st run), 
doubled. May account for $9,000, 
okay. Last week, ‘Invisible Stripes’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Honeymoon 
ee (RKO) (ist run), $7,500, 

ild. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—‘Seventeen’ (Par) and Glenn Miller, 
plus the Andrews Sisters and others, 
opens this morning (Wed.). Picture 
was thrown in on a preview last 
night (Tues.) and also the prior 
Tuesday (20). ‘Sidewalks’ (Par) and 
Dorothy Lamour, Dick Stabile, 
others, $40,000 the first week and 
$37,000 the second, satisfactory profit. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Lincoln’ (RKO) and 
stage show. Teed off stoutly but not 
holding up as expected in face of fine 
reviews; looks $82,000 or some above 
and holds over. Last week, ‘Take 
This Woman’ (M-G), $58,000, very 
disappointing. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Hell’s An- 
gels’ (Astor) (reissue). Opened 
fairly Monday (26) and will be $6,- 
000 or over on the week, o.k. Last 


week ‘Chump at Oxford’ (UA), 
nearly $8,000, good. 
Rivoli (2,092; 40-55-75-85-99)— 


‘Grapes’ (20th) (6th week). Holiday 
week, fifth for this picture, and a 
slacking in draught of John Stein- 
beck’s ‘Mice and Men’ at the Roxy 
accounted for claimed $38,000 here 
as against $35,000 for prior (4th 
week), Riv now has ‘Grapes’ on 
books until March 22, when ‘It’s a 
Date’ (U) is tentatively penciled to 
open. That would mean a run of 
eight weeks and two days for 
‘Grapes.’ 
Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—'Mice’ 
(UA) and stage show (2d-final 
week). Topped $52,000 last week, 
its first, strong takings, but is under 
anticipations at $35,000 or below on 
the holdover and will not remain a 
third week. On 14-day engagement, 
jnice profit, however. ‘Bluebird’ 
(20th), recently roadshown at the 
Hollywood at $1.65 top, opens here 
| Friday (1). 
| State (3,450; 
| That Failed’ 








25-40-55-75) —‘Light 
(Par) (2d run) and Ted 
Lewis, plus Jimmy Walker and ams 
| Monday night. Very good $27,000 or 
{over is apparently in the bag. . Last 
| week ‘Farmer’s Daughter’ (Par) (1st 
run) and John Boles in person, un- 
der $20,000, not so inviting. 

Strand (2,767; 35-40-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Ehrlich’ (WB) and Tommy Tucker 
band. Edward G. Robingon starrer 
having been ably sold and reviews 
excellent, pace strong from. start, 
first week looking $43,000 or in that 
vicinity. Begins second week Fri- 
day (1). The fourth-final week of 
‘69th’ (WB) and Paul Whiteman was 
built on blowoff by Washington’s 
birthday to $37,000, unusually big. 


‘Chickadee’ Loud 
$10,000 In Toronto 


Toronto, Feb. 27. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ is now in 
its fifth bie week at Loew’s on a 
three-a-day policy and still mopping 
up, as well as tossing plenty to com- 
petitor first-runs. Shea’s is snaffling 
most of the overflow shekels. 

All b.o. revenue definitely on the 
upbeat owing to good product. 


Estimates for This Week 











against a capacity, every seat sold, 
of $22,700 that has prevailed right) 
along. Slip is due mostly to not sell- | 
ing box seats which are bad for a) 
picture in this house. Picture re-| 
mains here indefinitely, no doubt) 
well into the spring, since the ad- 
vance sale continues strong. As of 
yesterday (Tues.), the advance stood 
at $70,000, with seat orders being 
filled for April. 
Capitol (4,250;  75-$1.10-$1.65 )— 
‘Wind’ (11th wk). Pepped up on the 
10th week, ending yesterday (Tues.), 
hitting $63,000 as compared with 
$55,000 for the prior (9th) stanza. 
Washington's birthday helped, also 
no doubt announcement of the 
closing here March 6. House goes 
back to its regular weekly-change 
policy March 7 with ‘Northwest 
Passage’ (M-G), which has been 
ready for several months now. 
Center (3,381; 25-40-65-85-99-$1.10) 


'_ ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO-Disney) (3d wk). ! 


$9,500. 


Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35- 
50)—‘Little Chickadee’ (U). Should 
do excellent $10,000. Last week, 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col), very good $8,300. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,611; 75-$1-$1.65) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G). Smash _ $18,500 
after $21,000 on fourth week and 
preceded by three weeks’ capacity 
biz at $25,000 each. 


Shea’s (FP-Can) (2,663; 25-50)— 
‘Tower London’ (U) and vaude, 
Thurston’s Magic by Will Rock. 


Swell $12,000. Last week, ‘Remem- 
ber Night’ (Par) with vaude, Fats 
Waller headlining, excellent $11.000. 


Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40)— 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO) and ‘Chump 
Oxford’ (UA). Satisfactory $4,100. 


Last week, ‘Four Wives’ (WB) and 
‘Kid Nightingale’ (WB), good enough 
$3,900. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35-50) 
—‘Light Failed’ (Par). Very good 
Last week, ‘Take Woman’ 
(M-G), fine $9,500. 
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They-Shall-Not-Pass 
Ruling by Memphis’ 
Mayor Cheers Showmen 


Memphis, Feb. 27, 


Memphis is out to dump its repu- 
tation of being among the world’s 
worst pass towns. 

New city father, Mayor Walter 
Chandler, has issued edict that no 
city employe can accept free admis- 
sion to any show, sporting or other 
event unless on duty assigned by a 
superior. That goes for cops and 
firemen, too, in uniform, or out. 

Drastic action came following 
squabble over safety of new sports 
arena erected by Chick Gaines, local 
promoter. Gaines claimed city offi- 
cials reneged on his permit to op- 
erate after a city firemen had been 
refused extra passes in addition to 
those given himself and wife. Gen- 
eral verbal mixup followed, show- 
down being close of Gaines’ arena 
and end of passes for public 
servants. 

Theatres are saying nothing, but 
doing plenty of private rejoicing 
over elimination of long-time. nui- 
gance. 


FOX, ST. LOUIS, SUES 
RCVRS. FOR PICKETING 


St. Louis, Feb. 27. 


An application by the Eden Thea- 
tre Co., lessee of the 5,000-seater 
Fox, operated by Fanchon & Marco, 
for permission to sue the co-receiv- 
ers of IATSE, Local No. 143, for $75,- 
000 damages allegedly suffered as a 
result of picketing last week was 
taken under advisement by Circuit 
Judge Ernest F. Oakley. One of the 
attorneys in the case stated that the 
theatre had lost $75,000 as a result of 
the picketing since last November. 

Opposition to the petition was 
made by Frank P. Aschemeyer, at- 
torney for William M. Brandt and 
James A. McKeown, the receivers, 
who contended the application was 
not made in good faith in that the 
Fox theatre operators were taking 
a position opposite to the one they 
held in an injunction suit recently 
in St. Louis county. In that ac- 
tion, in which the union was suc- 
cessful, Aschemeyer said, the thea- 
tre contended the picketing was not 
authorized by the receivers; in the 
new petition it contends the receiv- 
ers have directed the boycotting. 
Similar objections were made by 











counsel for union members. 


WB Shows ‘Dr. Ehriich’ 
To Health Officials 


Albany, Feb. 27. 


As part of the exploitation for 
‘The Story of Dr. Ehrlich,’ Warners 
held a preview for a group of State 
and city health department officials. 
Dr. Edward S. Godfrey, state com- 
missioner of health, and Dr. Paul B. 
Brooks, deputy commissioner, were 
among 10 ranking officials of the 
department attending the screening. 

Showing preceded regular engage- 
ment at Warner’s Strand. 








Dorothy Lamour’s Florida 


Dates; Bally ‘Singapore’ 
S. A. Lynch, who operates the 
Paramount string in Florida, has 
booked Dorothy Lamour for the 
Olympia, Miami, for a four-day en- 
gagement opening tomorrow 
(Thurs.). With Par putting on a 
preem of ‘Road to Singapore’ at the 
Sheridan, Miami Beach, also to- 
morrow night (Thurs.), Miss Lamour 
will hop over there to take a bow. 
She returns to New York next 
week to undergo tonsil treatment be- 
fore reporting back to the Coast. 


Autry’s Preem Personal 


Dallas, Feb. 27. 





Gene Autry will personal here) 


Wednesday (28) for world premiere 
of his newest, ‘Shooting High,’ at 
Rialto (Irtcrstate). 


By every rule ef reason there should be enthusiastic 
optimism currently in the film trade. For the past two 
months new films of unusual entertainment quality and, 
therefore, boxoffice potentialities, have lifted first run 
grosses to dizzy heights. If the spoils of merit have 
been confined temporarily to the key spots, it is because 
the machinery of distribution has been somewhat 
clogged by initial run congestion due to extended en- 
gagements of the better product. Through the south 
and midwest, also, an unusually severe winter has held 
back theatre attendance in some areas. 

Comes spring and a clearing of the rural highways 
and the general desire of millions of customers to move 
around oftener, which means the prospect of stimu- 
lated boxoffice takes in subsequent run theatres. There 
is this to be said for the immediate future—that many 
of the newer films are of better stuff, more varied in 
content and cast draw, than almost any comparable 
group of releases within a similar limited period. 

Out in front, of course, is ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(Selznick-MG), which is making its own trade history 
and the reading of Variety’s weekly boxoffice reports 
an exciting and stimulating experience. Nothing like 
‘Gone’ has happened heretofore in show business, but 
that doesn’t indicate that it can’t happen again, al- 
though, perhaps, not next week or next month. And 
on its heels, each possessing excellent qualities of 
unique entertainment, are ‘Fighting 69th’ (WB), ‘Grapes 
of Wrath’ (20th-Fox), ‘Of Mice and Men’ (Roach-UA), 
‘Pinocchio’ (Disney-RKO), ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ 
(WB), ‘Northwest Passage’ (MG) and ‘Young Tom Edi- 
son’ (MG), to mention a few. ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
(RKO), a splendid picture, has had a hesitant start. 

If the films mentioned do not approach the financial 
records of ‘Gone,’ they nevertheless rate high and come 
to theatres at a most opportune moment when public 
interest in film entertainment has been reawakened and 
revived. It is as if by so xe clever scheme or design 
the industry, anticipating severe anti-climax after 
‘Gone’ sweeps the country, had looked ahead and pre- 
pared itself to break the letdown. Whatever the forces 
within the industry that responded to the situation, 
theatre operators will be beneficiaries. 


AN UNOFFICIAL ‘GREATER MOVIE SEASON’ 
They will, if they bestir themselves, and get behind 
the merchandise with every ounce of showmanship and 
zeal they possess. Film business is in the midst of a 
‘greater movie season,’ even if executives of some of 
the national distributing companies have failed thus 
far to read the signs of the times. Spring film attend- 
ance might be whipped up to astonishing figures if 
sales organizations would stop worrying about the 
Neely bill and the U. S. Government’s anti-trust suits, 
and settle down to intensive showmanship. The impact 
of six or eight smash hits, following ‘Gone,’ might con- 
ceivably prove to be the answer to perplexing industry 
problems. 
There is, for instance, the rather important matter of 
foreign restrictions on film income. However lightly 
some industry leaders and financiers might have viewed 
the upset caused by the European war, they were 
rudely startled by an ‘off the record’ talk on the sub- 
ject by Ambassador Joseph P. Kennedy at a luncheon 
in New York last week. If there are any revisions of 
present restrictions against American films, Kennedy 
is reported to have declared, they will inevitably be 
on the down side. He painted a discouraging picture. 
Of the newer films, there isn’t one that’s a pushover. 
And there isn’t one in the bunch that can’t draw smash 
business if it is properly advertised and exploited. 
Although they are all strongly cast, not one of them 
can be sold exclusively on its name draw. As a group 
they challenge the showmanship skill of the industry, 
demanding original approach and enterprising bally- 
hoo. Most of them treat of subject matter that is dis- 
tinctive and controversial. 


By John C. Flinn 


BALLYHOO THAT AIN’T 


If. distributors currently are surprised by the occa- 
sional reports of bad business on one of their better 
productions, they have only themselves to blame. The 
prevailing practice of major companies to limit their 
own exploitation to promotional activities of a few first 
runs, in New York, Chicago or Los Angeles, with a 
minimum of advertising support, and then run away 
ang leave the film like a foundling on a doorstep, is 
not conducive to profitable business. And yet, that is 
what is happening every day. The follow-through is 
neglected and the all important angles of informing the 
trade consistently and consecutively with advice and 
sales schemes are omitted from scores of campaigns. 


The studio force sends out a film with confidence 
and assurance, backed by a liberal budget and expert 
creative effort, in combination with the best in tech- 
nical skill, and the distributing department, with two 
or three outstanding exceptions, handles the product as 
if it were a secret. There is a moment or two of en- 
thusiasm, perhaps, as the home office staff views the 
film in the projection room, and there’s a flash of 
ballyhoo in a tieup’ with some network commercial 
program. The routine also covers one or two pages in 
the trade press, usually dedicated to the blurbs of met- 
ropolitan critics and the comment of a radio person- 
ality. : 

That’s all. And what took months of preparation at 
the studio, and a fortune in cash to produce, is pushed 
into the theatres for a run, when it has scarcely learned 
to walk. 

There seems prevalent in some quarters the belief 
that sound pictures, having attained a high degree of 
perfection, should speak for themselves, 


WHERE MERCHANDIZING LACKS 


The theatre man, meanwhile, has received notifica- 
tion of availability from the film exchange. His eyes 
open wide when he sees that the new film is allocated 
to the top percentage bracket. When he inquires at 
the exchange for detailed information he discovers, 
usually, that the branch manager and salesmen are in 
as complete ignorance of the film’s unique merits as 
himself. Frequently they have not seen the picture. 
The prints are in transit from the laborafory. 


The exhibitor is pleased with the critical excerpts, 
if only because he must play the picture anyway, hav- 
ing contracted for it months ago when he bought the 
full block of releases. The one thing he desires above 
all others, however, is some expert and experienced 
advice and suggestions for his own theatre advertising, 
consisting chiefly of newspaper copy and outdoor bill- 
ing. Not infrequently, press sheets and accessories are 
tardy. If the film clicks at one of its pre-release show- 
ings he gets some sales letters and reprints of a few 
trade paper advertisements, When these latter fail to 
arrive, he makes up his mind that the film isn’t so hot, 
after all, and he approaches the engagement with such 
enthusiasm as he can generate after carefully reading 
and judging the trade paper reviews. 


There are national distributors who overlook the 
fact that films today not only are in competition with 
each other, but in competition with other forms of pro- 
fessional entertainment such as radio, which is for 
free, and professional sports of all types which have 
developed their own alluring technique of showman- 
ship. The sensational film exploitation campaign which 
was a knockout five years ago, creates hardly a ripple 
on the surface of public interest today when millions 
are concerned with the serious problems of domestic 
economics and world-wide conflict. 


But once intrigued, the film-going public reveals 
itself as a lusty money market. ‘Gone’ has stirred it 
into action. Smart film showmanship can keep ’em 
coming. 





NEVADA GUY LETS WB 
HAVE RUN OF STATE 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Governor E. P. Carville offered 
Warners the whole State of Nevada 
as a location site, and the studio 
picked two spots for top-budget pic- 
tures of pioneering days. 

Films are ‘Territorial Enterprise,’ 
named for Mark Twain’s old news- 
paper at Virginia City, and ‘Sutro 
Tunnel,’ a yarn about the Comstock 
Lode. 








LANDLORD SUES RKO 


Chargee White Plains Heuse Didn't 
Account in Full 








New York supreme court Justice 
Philip J. McCook last week denied 
an application of H. & S. Sonn, Inc., 


Too Many Husbands, Inc. 





Latest of the series of screwy 
stunts promoted by the Russell 
Birdwell agency to plug Colum- 
bia’s ‘Too Many Husbands’ comes 
off at the Hotel Pierre, N. Y., 
this afternoon (Wednesday). 
is the formation by a bunch of 
socialite femmes of “Too Many 
Husbands, Inc.’ 

Organization will resolve—for 
the benefit of reporters and pho- 
togs—that too many girls are 
getting married too often and 
will vow they will take but one 
husband. In the event any one 
of them is divorced, she must 
turn over all her wedding jewel- 
ry to the organization, which will 
dispense it to the next single 
member to get hitched. : 


FREE PIX IN PARKS 0K 








2-FOR-1 ADMISH RILES 
ROCHESTER, NY., INDIES 








Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 27. 

Rochester indies plenty burned up 
at Howard Carroll, Strand, for run- 
ning two-day test of free admissions 
for women accompanied by paying | 
escort. This sets new low of 714c., as | 
night rates at the downtown Strand | 
are 15-20c. | 

Most nabes get 20c. or 25c. and 
main stem first runs within stone’s 
throw of Strand get 40c. top. Nabes | 
as well as Strand have tried all kinds 
of giveaways, but this most drastic 
direct b.o. cut city has seen in years, 


RKO SHUFFLES P.A.’S 


Harry Mandel Switches Staff To 
Different Divisions 


It 


| 











In order to give its divisional thea- 
tre press agents in the metropolitan 


to strike out the answers of White 
Plains Hamilton Corp., RKO Film 
Booking Corp. and RKO Service 
Corp. in connection with a $200,000 
action against the defendants. Plain- 
tiff is the landlord of the RKO Ham- 
ilton theatre in White Plains. 

Suit is based on a lease which pro- 
vided for payment of a fixed rental 
and 50% of the net profit. It is 
claimed that RKO shorted the plain- 
tiff on its share of profits. The rea- 
son for the application to strike out 





Following day he will appear at | 
horse show planned for Finn Relief | 
Fund. 


is due to the alleged failure of the 
defendants to submit their records in 





an examination before trial. 


DESPITE INDIES’ BEEF 


Dallas, Feb. 27, 

After months of three-cornered 
wrangling, involving city council, 
Interstate Circuit and the indies, 
city has decided to have free films 
in parks, Fight involved offer of 
Karl Hoblitzelle, circuit head, to 
provide the pix gratis to the city and 
charges by indies that he was 
singling out parks near their houses. 

Idea now is for park board to 
work out arrangements in coopera- 
tion with existing theatres, possibly 
using portable units, 





New York area an opportunity to 
familiarize themselves with other 
portions of the circuit .than . they, 
have been handling, Harry Mandel 
is shifting them all effective March 7. 

Paddy Grosso, who has been han- 
dling the Charles McDonald houses, 
shifts to the Lou Goldberg division; 
Fred Herkowitz takes over the Mc- 
Donald houses, transferring from the 
Goldberg = divish; Bucky Harris 
moves from the Solly Schwartz 
group to take over publicity for 
Richard Emde, and Eddie Snider- 
man, now handling the Emde thea- 





tres, takes over for Schwartz. 


2d ‘Bankroll Night’ 
Arrest in Indpls., 
As Cops Grab Fixtures 





Indianapolis, Feb. 27, 
It’s ‘out again—in again’ for em. 
ployees of the Ohio theatre here 
with two of them arrested for the 
second time in connection with ‘bank. 


roll’ night. Orvin Moore, manager 
and William H. Douglas, employee. 
were turned loose a week ago on a 
similar charge. Thursday (22) a 
special police vice squad raided the 
theatre and took into custody Moore, 
Douglas, and operator George Settos, 
charging them with operating a lot- 
tery and gift enterprise. 

The police confiscated several large 
‘bankroll night’ signs, a barrel for 
shuffling numbers, and a list of 
names. 





Ten-O-Win’'s Suit a 
San Francisco, Feb. 27, 

The Ten-O-Win Amus. Co. filed 
suit this week in U. S. district court 
against the Casino here, owned and 
operated by P. H. Markowitz, for 
$100,000 damages for infringement of 
patent and copyright. 

The complaint alleges that the 
theatre is using game equipment 
similar to Ten-O-Win, and substi- 
tuted and presented a game under 
the name ‘States,’ using identical 
methods of presentation as covered 
by the Ten-O-Win copyrighted ma- 
terial. 





Acquitted In ‘Hollywood’ Game 


San Antonio, Feb. 27. 

H. G. Covington, manager of the 
Granada, Alpine, Tex., was acquitted 
last week by a county court jury of 
a lottery charge in connection with 
the theatre game, ‘Hollywood,’ which 
he was using at his house. 

House is cne of the O.K. Circuit 
(Oscar Korn of Dallas). 


HORROR OK FOR FEMS, 
BUT NOT FOR POLICE 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 


Old blue laws can come up to 
pester the best of promotion stunts. 
Ira Kaplan, operating the downtown 
Cinema here, advertised for a doll 
bold enough to come to his house 
alone, after midnight, and sit through 
the screening of two horror pics in 
an empty house and return home 
solo. If she could take it, there was 
$25 for the reward. 

In a few days he had 300 femmes, 
ranging from 13 to 52, who volun- 
teered, 

He was sitting down to select the 
candidate who would stack her nerve 
up against his incoming horror bill, 
when the police, headed by Film 
Censor Charles Snyder, rushed in. 
They pointed to an old city ordinance 
that prohibited any unescorted wom- 
an under 21 from being on Detroit's 
streets after 1 a.m. They were wor- 
ried sick about what could happen 
to the doll on her way home with 
$25 in her purse, so they flagged 
Kaplan down with the ancient ordi- 
nance. 

He turned the $25 award over to 
the Finnish Relief Fund and pacified 
the 300 early claimants to the reward 
with ducats to the show. They could 
take their horror en masse. 











Disney Cartoons on 
Exhibit in 53 Cities 


Courvoisier Galleries, Inc., which 
handles sales of original cartoons 
made for Walt Disney productions, 
is arranging displays of the drawings 


in 53 cities coincident with the open- 
ing of ‘Pinocchio’ in each. Exhibits 
will be similar to the layout in the 





Llaunge .of the Center, N. Y., with 


each one consisting of about 100 
drawings, including everything from 
pencilled roughs to large colored 
frames, and all for sale. Pinkerton 
cop is assigned by Courvoisier with 
each exhibit. . 
About 500,000 drawings are avail- 


able from ‘Pinocchio’ alone, although 
Courvoisier is understood to have 
made a deal with Disney for only 
about 35,000 of these. Lily Pens 


opened the Miami Beach exhibit as" 
week, 
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Philly Tapers Off, But Northwest’ 
Smash $25,000; 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 11 








Swiss’ Poor 8146 








Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 

A slight letup is being felt at 
downtown b.o.’s this week after the 
dizzy pace of the last couple of can- 
tos. Outside of the usual heavy biz 
for ‘Gone With the Wind,’ the only 
newcomer really making the wickets 
sing is ‘Northwest Passage’ at the 


Stanley. 


Big disappointment of the week is 
“Swiss Family Robinson’ at the Al- 
dine. Apparently fashioned for the 
moppet trade it’s dying a slow death 
at the deluxer. Other pix making 
their bows are ‘Castle on the Hud- 
gon’ and ‘Saint’s Double Trouble’— 
neither setting any records. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68 )— 
‘Swiss Family’ (RKO). Class A 
weakie with bare $8,500 in the till 
for the sesh. Last week, ‘Vigil 
Night’ (RKO), fairish $8,200 for sec- 
ond trip. ‘Dr. Ehrlich’ (WB) preems 
here tomorrow (Wed). 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
—‘Mice and Men’ (UA) (2d run). 
This indie house got a break when 
Warners couldn’t clear playing time 
for Steinbeck’s opus. Should hit 
hefty $4,800. Last week, ‘Victor 
Herbert’ (Par), nice $3,000 for sec- 
ond week of second-run showing. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 86-$1.14-$1.71) 
— Gone’ (M-G) (6th wk.). Still 
playing to near-capacity biz at mati- 
nees and sellouts at night. Will clear 
$26,000 for round number six, with 
seventh and last trip on deck. Last 
week’s gate a sock $27,290. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 75-$1.14)— 
- ‘Gone’ (M-G) (6th wk.). Slowing 
down to a fast gallop with nifty $31,- 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........... $2,096,300 
(Based on 25 cities, 175 thea- 
een, aren “Bret runs, including 





Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year 


EHRLICH. $11,000, 
T00 HEAVY 
FOR CLEVE 


Cleveland, Feb. 27. 
(Best Exploitation: Hipp) 


Town is circus-crazy this week and 
Arena’s. three-ring Grotto show, 
pulling 13,000 rubberneckers nightly, 











‘is nudging all pix grosses down sev- 


eral notches. Paul Whiteman’s 
orch still has enough power to make 
some fairly sweet b.o. music for Pal- 
ace’s ‘I Take This Woman.’ ‘Dr. Ehr- 
lich’s Magic Bullet’ is a little too 
heavy for Hipp at this time of year, 
getting better evening biz than ma- 
tinee trade. 

Same holds for State’s ‘Light That 





500 for this lap. Last week’s gate. 
was hefty $33,700. Will continue, 
here indefinitely, three times daily. | 


Fox (WB) (2,423: 32-42-57-68)—_ 


‘Castle Hudson’ (WB). Nothing to. 


write home about, but still on right | 
side of ledger with fair $14,100. Last | 


week, ‘Remember Night’ (Par), $13,- 
800 


Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 


Fair $5,000 after moveover 
Stanley. Last week, ‘Girl Friday’ 
(Col), solid $5,200 for second sesh of 
second-run showing. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68) 
—Vigil Night?’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Only so-so $4,600. Last week, ‘69th’ 
(WB), strong $5,400 for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-63) 
—Northwest’ (M-G). Lots of punch 
for forte $25,000 and due for h.o. 
Last week, ‘Broadway 
(M-G), fairish $17,700 in nine days. 


Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57 )— | Poster 


‘Saint’s Double’ (RKO) plus ‘Seige’ 
(Warsaw bombing film). Bringing 


sub-par $4,700. Last week, ‘Man 
Dakota’ (M-G), did much better, 
$5,600. 


GOTH CRASHING 
DET. FOR $16,000 


Buffalo, Feb. 27. 
(Best Exploitation: Buffalo) 


‘Fighting 69th’ looks like the top 
grosser this stanza, driving up to an 
excellent figure for an _ eight-day 
period. ‘My Little Chickadee,’ at the 
Lafayette, also getting good take and 
will be held over. ‘Broadway 
Melody.’ at the Buffalo, is only so-so. 
_Shea’s Buffalo did pretty exploita- 
tion job for ‘Fighting 69th,” with 
Strong tieup on Buffalo’s own Col. 
Wild Bill Donovan. Donovan's per- 
Sonal ‘runner’ 
Ploited in the dailies. Plenty of 
military parades and displays helped. 
with all publicity outlets given the 
works. 

Estimates for This Week 


’ Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55 )-- 
Broadway Melody’ (M-G). Looks 


like only so-so $12,000. Last week. | 


an Fecal (M-G) Jan Savitt 
; atson Sister stage, n.g. 
$12,000. a ee 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—69th’ (WB) and ‘High School’ 
(20th) (8 days). Advancing for. fine 
$16,000. Last week (75c-$1.10), ‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (5 days), $15,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Little 
oe York’ (20th) and ‘Llano Kid’ 
sy ar). Looks for ordinary $6,500. 
me week, ‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) and 

scape Paradise’ (RKO), under ex- 
bectations at $6,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
Jen tickadee (U) and ‘Missing Evi- 
ence’ (U). Mae West-Fields look for 


excellent $11,500 and probably hold-; 


Over. Last week. ‘Lone Wolf’ (Col) 
and ‘Behind Prison Walls’ 
$6,000. fairish. 
sont Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000; 
i Swiss Family’ (RKO) and 
aint’s Double’ (RKO). May get 
telie. food. Last week, ‘British In- 
(cligence (WB) and 
‘un’ (WB), fair $6,000. 


{Robinson photos 
a | streamers in smoke-shops. 
—'‘Little New York’ (20th) (2d run). | 


jcret Four’ (Mono), fair $1,200 for 
| half frame. 

| ANen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
Melody’ | ‘Tower London’ (U). Fits this thrill- 


was located and ex-! 


(Col), | 


‘Granny Get | 


Failed.’ ‘Gone With the Wind,’ at 
Stillman, is still a nightly sellout un- 
til March 4. 

Hipp is taking current exploitation 
prize on ‘Dr. Ehrlich,” with Warner 
boys plastering burg with 3,000 let- 
ters to hosnitals, doctors, and edu- 
cators, holding three screenings for 
them, passing out 1,000 autographed 
and 2,000 cigar 
Also tied 
up with public libraries, Postal Tele- 


from | graph and two newspapers. 


Estimates for This Week 
Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Son Guilty’ (Col) and ‘Green 
Hell’ (U) (2d run). Only fair $1,- 
800 visible, but held for full chapter 
to cover up scarcity of product. Last 
week, ‘Music Heart’ (Col) and ‘Se- 


stand satisfactorily, with names and 
s hoked up to earn bright $4,- 
. Last week, ‘69th’ (WB), on 
\third shot, $4,500, very good. 

| Hipp (WB) (3,700; 30-35-42-55)— 
'‘Dr. Ehrlich’ (WB). Splendidly cov- 
ered as far as showmanship is con- 
cened, but syphilis angle and serious 
'theme scaring ’em away. Working 
hard to get over $11,000, fair. Last 
week, ‘Little New York’ (20th), $9,- 


000, poor. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Take Woman’ (M-G) plus Paul 
Whiteman’s orch. Bill depending en- 
tirely upon Spencer Tracy’s cellu- 
loid pull and Whiteman. Should add 
up to at least neat $15,000, or per- 
haps $17,000. Last week, ‘Vigil 
Night? (RKO) and Gertrude Niesen 
| pinch-hitting for Morton Downey on 
| last-minute cancellation, so-so $11,- 


000. 

| $tate (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Light Failed’ (Par). Not so much 
| light here at weak $9,000. Last week, 
‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G), fair $12,- 
1000. below expectations. 


| §tillman (Loew's) (1,972: 75-$1.13- 


$1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G). Hottest thing 
in these parts since pre-depression 


days. Packed every night, after- 
noons not falling off either, smart 
$24,000 for fifth week. Smashing 
Washington’s Birihday biz boosted 


last week to $25,000. 


NT.G-BARN DANCE’ 
| BIG $12,000 IN INDPLS. 


| 


Indianapolis, Feb. 27. 
(Best Exploitation: Lyric) 

| Lyric, with N.T.G.'s ‘Fairest of the 
‘Fair’ revue on stage and ‘Village 
Barn Dance,’ is getting a surprise 
' gross this week, take topping recent 
/top name swing bands. Coin is still 
‘tight, however, with houses in the 
downtown sector feeling the pinch 
| of $200.000 taken out of town in a 


month L’ ‘Gone With the Wind’ and | 


Sonja Henie’s Ice Revue. 


Loew's. with ‘Girl Friday’ and 
‘Five Peppers.’ headed for good 
figure. Indiana, dualling ‘Take This 


Woman’ and ‘Marines Fly High,’ also 
is healthy. Circle has weak pulse 
with ‘Sidewalks London’ and ‘Llano 
Kid,’ former pic trying to cash in 
'on publicity of Vivien Leigh in her 
Scarlett role. Apollo is holding its 
own with a holdover of ‘Chickadee’ 
and ‘Honeymoon Deferred,’ first 
shown at Indiana. 

Lyric tied in with Indiana Fur Co., 
town’s largest furrier, and exchanged 


a fashion parade on stage for plenty 
of display Space and pictures -in 
firm’s ads. Fur company also 
plugged show in its radio programs. 
Granlund himself did a stint on 
WFBM with an interview on girls 
and their chances of success on 
stage and in pictures. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100: 25-30- 
40)—‘Chickadee’ (U) and ‘Honey- 
moon Deferred’ (U). Average $2,200. 
Last week, ‘Little New York’ (20th) 
and ‘Young Feel’ (20th), about the 
same with $2,400. 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Sidewalks London’ (Par) and 
‘Llano Kid.’ Former pic given all 
the plugs, but to no avail with weak 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Swiss Family’ 
(RKO) and ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB), 
under-par $5,800. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Take Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Ma- 
rines Fly’ (RKO*. Good $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Chickadee’ (U) and 
‘Honeymoon’ (U), okay $8,100. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and ‘Five Pep- 
pers’ (Col). Took a little while for 

ublie to realize ‘Gone’ was gone. 

his combo headed for nifty $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk), 
okay $15,000 at 75c-$1.10. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Barn Dance’ (Rep) and N.T.G. re- 
vue on stage. Nice $12,000, topping 
biz done recently by name bands, 
Last week, ‘Wolf N. Y.’ (Rep) and 
Benny Goodman orch, fair $10,800. 


LAMARR -TRACY 
COLD $4000 
IN BALTO. 


Baltimore, Feb. 27. 

Combo Hipp, with ‘Vigil in the 
Night,’ coupled to pleasing vaude 
layout headed by Red Skelton, is 
leading the parade followed by ‘My- 
Little Chickadee,’ in healthy pace at 
Keith’s. Some daytime trade for ‘I 
Take This Woman,’ at the New, but 
not up to strength of marquee pos- 
sibilities. 

Fifth week of ‘Gone with the 
Wind,’ at Loew’s Century, continu- 
ing to attract a good figure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 75- 
$1.10-$1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
Beginning to slide some, but still 
okay at indicated $30,000 after rosy 
$36,000 last week, and socko total of 
$124,000 for previous three weeks. 
Sixth week reserved seats selling. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15 - 25 - 35 - 40 - 55 - 66)—‘Vigil Night’ 
(RKO), plus vaude headed by Red 
Skelton. Opened extra big Washing- 
ton’s Birthday and indicates rosy 
$16,000 for eight-day week. Last 
week, six days of ‘Marine Fly High’ 
(RKO), Godoy-Louis fight pic and 
‘Hellzafire’ stage unit, strong $13,700. 








TT-Godoy LA. Weakie at $14,000; 
Dakota - Maisie’ Good 236, Disney's 
3d, 17146, Castle-McCarthy,’ 166 


+ canines 
| 
| 
| 





Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

(Best Exploitation: Paramvuunt) 
| Fairly healthy tone to majority of 
boxoffices on current week, with 
| Washington’s birthday helping most 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gress 
This Week ............ $416,300 





{of the houses get a good start, but 

es Eee Q 12 sk | Paramount, with Arturo Godoy on 
a Sees ame Wee . ,Sstage and Par'’s ‘Seventeen’ on 
ee Se $288,200 screen, is taking it on the chin at 


(Based on 12 theatres) | $14,000. 


'_ ‘Man from Dakota’ and ‘Congo 
re heading for better than 


EE NO NEA I ES TE RTI RA SSS AN IN eA ER 
| Maisie’ a 
‘é 9 $23,000 at the State-Chinese, w'iile 
ia ‘Warners day-daters, Downtown and 
Hollywood, stand to pick up $16,000 
; with ‘Castle on the Hudson’ and 
FINE ¢] g | ‘Charlie McCarthy, Detective.’ Holi- 








| day biz helped ‘Gone with the Wind’ 
| but failed to improve take by ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois.’ 
Paramount gave Arturo Godoy 
| well-planned exploitation buildup, 
hitting all the sport paves of local 
dailies, making free use of the radio 
,and circularizing the heavyweight 
aspirant lavishly. 

| . ae, Tile Week 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. ite aes Gee ee 
(Best Exploitation: Stantey) |_| 1;10-1.65)—'Gone’ (M-G) (Sth ‘wk). 
Break in weather and pretty good , Picking up a bit. Current week should 
lineup of attractions restoring some | se big $18,500 after eighth, with 

b.o. order again after worst beating | oliday , Sarnered neat $17,500. 
the elements have given town inj Rew (Grauman-F-W-C) (2.024; 
years. Last couple of weeks have | 30-#0-35-65)—"Man_ Dakota’ | (M-G) 
been pretty brutal, hurting every- | 4)" Congo Maisie’ (M-G), dual. 
thing except ‘Gone With the Win a’ | A ut average for around | $9,800. 
at Warners, which seems able to ride | L@St week, ‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) 
out anything. po sinieo Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th), 

Shooting for top position current- — 
ly is “My Little Chickadee, at Ful- ete” ae ee ee 
ton, with West-Fields combo, while | Char ~astle | Hudson 

Jimmie Fidler unit at Stanley is arlie McCarthy’ (U), dual. Opened 








Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40 )\—‘Chickadee’ (U) (2d wk). 
Starting second session tomorrow 
(Wed.) after most pleasing first 
round to strong $11,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Take Woman’ (M-G). Lamarr- 
Tracy attracting some daytime 
femme trade and rather mild $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Congo Maisie’ (M-QG), 
fair $4,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3.250; 15-25-35-40- 
155)—‘Child Born’ (WB). Not much at 
bare $6,000. Last week, windup of 
18 days of ‘69th’ (WB) to big $24,600 
total. 





$6,000; ‘Gone’, 2d, $20,000 


Montreal, Feb. 27. 
Looks like all other first-runs are 
paying for ‘Gone with the Wind’ at 
Loew’s, since latter’s repeat is point- 
ing to $20,000, while balance are only 
fair to poor. Palace, with likely 
$6,000 on ‘Broadway Melody,’ is not 


Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G). Heading 
for $6,000 at best. not quite good 
enough. Last week, ‘Shop Around’ 
(M-G), poor $5,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘69th’ (WB) and ‘Information’ (WB). 
;Best hope $5,000. n.g. Last week, 
|‘Remember Night’ (Par) and ‘Ad- 





}venture Diamonds’ (Par), weak 
$4,500. 
Loew's (CT) (2,800: 75 - 1.13)— 


‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Sighting for 
$20,000, after $24,000 first week. 
Princess (CT) (2.300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) and ‘Young 
Feel’ (WB). Looks like nice $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Girl Must Live’ (Brit) 
and ‘Big Guy’ (U), fair $3,000. 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)—. 
‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and *“hump 
Oxford’ (UA) (2d wk).  Poorish 
$1,800 after fair $2.800 last week. | 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | 





wk). Good enough $1,000 after fair | 
; $1,200 lest week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
24) —‘Entente Cordiale’ and ‘Le 
|Gagnant.’ Pointing to good enough 
'$4.000. Last week, ‘Rappel Imme- 
| diat’ and ‘Fanfare d’Amour,’ good 
$4,400. 


(600; 25-59)—‘Quai des Brunes’ (3d | 


} 
| 


| 
' 


| 


helping ‘Earl of Chicago’ to very | 0" holiday (22) and likely $8,500 in 
/ é i | sight. Last week, ‘Granny’ (WB) and 
satisfactory session. In second and |‘Invisible Man’ (U), okay $8,000. 


third weeks, respectively, ‘His Girl | 
Friday’ and ‘Of Mice and Men’ are | _ Four Star (FWC(UA) (63-1.10-1.65) 


holdi ll at Alvi I : 
orange Og ay as aan ag Boge _wk). Final four days added another 
on chin, ‘Remember the Night’ get- | $1,700 after third full week garnered 
ting samen ok a. . | weak $2,800. ‘Grapes of Wrath’ 
Stanley went to town exploiting | then goee to resular prices don dat? 
Jimmie Fidler, a natural for radio | ing with State and Chinese. 


with flock of interviews and special | Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 


broadcasts also lined up. Air spon- | ; 

sors tossed cocktail party for him | (Continued on page 18) 

‘Girl Friday’ (Col) (2d wk.). 

wind up pretty close to $7,500 mark, | 

expected. Biggest Friday (23) in| expected in view of pic’s gob of na- 
history of house and shooting for | tional publicity and this being its 
McMurray nor Stanwyck means a week with ‘Slightly Honorable.’ 
thing locally at b.o. Comes out | ‘Little Old New York’ and ‘My Little 


day befere opening, which resulted | 

plenty okay. ‘Grapes of Wrath’ | | 
$9,500 which is sensational in spot | first showing outside of New York. 
Thursday (29), day ahead of sched- | Chickadee’ are miss-outs for the Al- 


in several columns of space by by- | 

(20th) comes in Thursday (29), so | Cincinnati, Feb. 27. 
with lowest capacity and first-run ‘Gone With the Wind’ just finished a 
ule, for ‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G).!| bee and Palace, respectively. Per- 








line artists in dailies. Guest column | 
in one paper was also set, and Fid- | 
ler himself saw that the Stanley got | 
some plugs in his network shots. | 
Estimates for This Week | 
Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Friday’ will move to Senator for| While aided by one more fresh re- 
continuation of downtown run. Last | lease, biz of major houses currently 
week, just short of $9,000, fine. |is searcely better than last week. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) | Leading the parade is ‘Grapes of 
—'Chickadee’ (U). West-Fields | Wrath,’ at the Capitol, which is rack- 
combo a b.o. natural and doing the | ing up a good mark, yet less than 
scale in town. Last week, ‘Little New | nine-week run at the same house to 
York’ (20th), in five days of second Cincy’s all-time tops for total b.o, 
week, just fair at $2,400. number of admissions and stay. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- | ‘Gone’ hit $189,000 and fetched close 
50)—’Remember Night’ (Par). Pic- | to 250,000 patrons in 63 days. 
ture well-liked, but obviously neither; Keith’s is on the black side this 


| Doubtful if it will better very poor | sonal by Eddy Duchin and his band, 


‘Melody’ Mont’! Discord At, 


ot} Fidler unit. 
up to average for that class of pic. | 


$7,000. Last week, ‘Take Woman’ 
(M-G) pretty bad, too, at $11,500. 
Senater (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Mice and Men’ (UA) (2d wk.). 
Third week downtown, film having 
previously played Alvin. Should 
wind up around $2,200 on latest h.o 


with ‘Married and In Love,’ is hypo- 
ing Shubert’s gross to a winner after 
last week’s tumble. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Little 
New York’ (20th). Slow $9,500. Last 
week ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG), big 


Not bad. Last week, around $3,300, $15,500. 

all right. Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 42-60)— 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) ‘Grapes’ (20th). Good at $15,000, yet 

‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G) and Jimmie below expectations. Wilt hold for 


Raves for film but Fid- 
ler and his Hollywood starlets are 
believed to be the main factor in 
promoting close to $18,000. Reckon- 


indef run. Last week ‘Gone’ (M-G) 
(9th wk.,75-1-1.50 scale), thrice-daily 
screenings, built up in last half to 
$15,000, swelling take for nine-week 


ing biz as the columnists are clock- run to 189,000. 

ing it on their p.a. forays, Fidler’s Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-25)»—~— 
doing about the same Lolly Parsons ‘Convicted Woman’ (Col) and 
did when she stopped off a couple | ‘Heroes Blue’ (Mono), split with 


of months ago. Last week, ‘Light ‘Wolf New York’ (Rep) and ‘Secret 


Failed’ (Par) and Benny Davis unit. #7 (Mono). Average $2.200. Last 
out of the money at $12,500. ‘week ‘Women Secrets’ (Par) and 
Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Fight- | ‘Legion Lawless’ (RK) split with 


ing 69th’ (WB) (2d wk.) and Louis- 
Godoy fight. Second week here but 
third downtown, ‘69th’ coming here 


‘Thou Shalt Kill’ (Rep) and Louis- 
Godoy fight pic. $3.000. theatre’s big- 
gest mark in months, thanks to fight 


from Penn. Around $3,600 in view clip. 

'and okay. Last week, around $6.- Keith’s (Libson) (1.500: 35-42)— 

600. great here. ‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA). Good 
Warner (WB) (2.000: 75-$1.10- $5,000. Last week ‘A9th’ (WB) (2d 

$1.65)—-‘Gone’ (M-G). (5th week). run). very good $5,000. 

Showing a little weakening only at Lyric (RKO) (1.400: 35-42)— 

mats, with reserved seats at night, ‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G). Moved 


going clean almost daily. Around over from Albee for second week. 
$26,C09 looked for this session, just Okav $4.500. Last week ‘Charlie Mc- 
about the same as last week's figure. Carthy’ (U) and ‘Oh, Johnny’ (U), 


_ terrible $3,000. 





Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35-42)— 
W. & W.’s 2,500-Seater ‘Liftle Chickadee’ (U). N.s.¢. $9.000. 
Detroit, Feb. 27. Last week ‘Light Failed’ (Par), 

Wisper & Wetsman circuit to build $7900. darkest in many months. 
another new house, the Royal, in , Shubert (RKO> (2.150: 42-0 )— 
the northwest territory at Seven Married Love ‘RKO) end Eddy 
Mile and Meyers Roads. Construc- Duchin’s orch. Nice $13,500. Last 
' - — mereee | See k ‘Carters’ (Par) and Johnnie 


tion will be started at once on the (seat) Davis 


band topping vaude. 
2,500 seater. sorry $9,000. — 
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Frisco Forte: ‘Northwest’ Nifty $24,000. 
6.6 ’s 18th Anni-‘Swiss’-Vaud OK 1946 





San Francisco, Feb. 27. 

(Best Exploitation: Golden Gate) 

With ‘Northwest Passage,’ at Fox, 
set for heavy $24,000, ‘Swiss Family 
plus March of Time and 18th anni- 
versary vaude show at Golden Gate 
in for goodly $19,500, and fifth week 
of ‘Gone With the Wind’ pointing to 
strong $31,000 at Warfield, it’s a 
fairly bright picture locally. 

Golden Gate’s 18th anniversary 
week got off to good start with p.a. 
(one day only) of Freddie Bartholo- 
mew, Tim Holt, Maureen O’Hara, 
Gene Lockhart, Phyllis Brooks, Gene 
Towne and Graham Baker. Added 
impetus was given G.G.’s draw by 
heavy plugging of current ‘March of 
Time, dealing with Vatican, in Bay 
Area Catholic Churches by Parish 
Priests, at suggestion of Archbishop 
Mitty. Reported those who have 
given up picture for Lent granted 
special dispensation to see Time 
feature. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40) — 
‘Northwest’ (M-G) and ‘Granny Get 
Gun’ (WB). Going great guns with 
heavy $24,000 in sight. Last week, 
‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) and ‘Congo 
Maisie’ (M-G), neat $16,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Swiss Family’ (RKO) plus March 
of Time and vaude. . Impetus of 
Hollywood stars’ p.a. opening day 
booming 18th anniversary week to 

19,500. Last week, ‘Green 
Hell’ (U) and stage show, made out 
very well with $18,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— 
‘Invisible Man’ (U) and ‘Blondie 
Baby’ (Col). Heading for fairly good 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Girl Friday’ 
«Col) and ‘Little Accident’ (U), neat 
$8,000 for third week. 

Paramount (F&M) (2,740; 30-40)— 
‘Little New York’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
Panama’ (20th). Pointing toward 
$13,000, okay. Last week, ‘Married 
Wife’ (20th) and ‘High School’ 
(20th), so-so $11,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
—Man Dakota’ (M-G) and ‘Congo 
Maisie’ (M-G). Moveover from Fox 
set for average $6,000. Last week, 
‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th), second week 
in town, $6,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75 )—‘Lion Wings’ (U) and ‘Chump 
Oxford’ (UA). Opened unusually 
good and giving indication of heavy 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Mice and Men’ 
(UA), in five-day fourth week, 
nice $4,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 75-$1.10- 
$1.50) — ‘Gone’ (M-G). Blowing 
strong into fifth week for grand 
Sr s0e, Last week down slightly to | 
29,500, still socko. 


SEATTLE OK: ‘PASSAGE’ 
LEADS WAY AT $10,500 


Seattle, Feb. 27. 

Washington’s birthday pepped up| 
biz all around. ‘Gone’ execeded | 
early guesses for fourth week at the | 
Fifth, moving to Music Box for ex- | 
tended run. 

Palomar winds up okay week with 
‘Castle on Hudson,’ which moves to| 
the Roosevelt in making way for | 
‘McCarthy’ solo. 














; and ‘Money Burn’ (Rep), dual, with 


| 35-40-55 )—‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and 





42)—‘McCarthy’ (U) plus vaude. 
Anticipating good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Castle on Hudson’ (WB), plus 
vaude, $5,500. : 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 27-37-42) — ‘Swiss Family’ 
(RKO) and ‘Saint’s Double Troubie 
(RKO), looks like big $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Chickadee’ (U) and ‘Married 
and in Love’ (RKO), $6,800, big. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32- 
42)—‘Castle on Hudson’ (WB) (2d 
wk.). Release from Palomar, ex- 
pecting good $2,800. Last week 
(21-32)—‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Every- 
thing’s on Ice’ (RKO) (2d run), $2,- 
300, good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 
16-32)—‘4 Wives’ (WB) and ‘Reno 
(RKO) (2d run). Around $2,500, 
okay. Last week, ‘Hunchback’ (U) 
(2d run) nice at $2,500. 


Spitalny Charms 
‘Guy’ to $19,000, 


Boston Winner 


Boston, Feb. 27. 
(Best Expiciiation: Orpheum, State) 

‘Northwest Passage’ is garnering 
plenty pay dirt at two Loew’s stands 
this week, with ‘Judge-Hardy and 
Son’ and ‘Swiss Family Robinson 
running strong and neck-and-neck at 
the Met and Memorial, respectively. 
Phil Spitalny’s Hour of Charm, on 
the stage of the Boston, is booming 
biz there also. . 

Loew’s ‘Northwest’ campaign added 
up to full-page layouts in two papers, 
two editorials, a six-day serialization 
in another paper, radio tieups, a 
‘Confucius Say’ newspaper contest, 
an essay contest in schools, book- 
mark distribution through public 
library, two book department tieups 
in major stores, and a tie-in with the 
Sons of American Revolution. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-40-55-65) 
—Big Guy’ (U) and Phil Spitalny’s 
femme band. Radio unit the draw 
and headed for very good $19,000. 
Last week, ‘Hidden Enemy’ (Mono) 





stage show headed by Buck and Bub- 
bles, four _days; and ‘Witness Van- 
ishes’ (U) and ‘Yukon Flight’ 
(Mono), double, three days, poor 
$8,000. Damaged by storms. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40-55) 
—Brother Rat Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Parole Fixer’ (Par). Adequate | 
$5,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Bala- 
Jaika’ (M-G) and ‘Earl Chicago’ 
(M-G), continued run from Met, fair 
$4,400. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
‘Reno’ (RKO), dual, eight days. Will 


‘MELODY’ FINE $19,000 
VICE ‘GONE’ IN PROV. 


Providence, Feb. 27. 


‘Broadway Melody of 1940’ is doing 
terrific biz at Loew’s State, following 
spot’s return to 50c scale after four 
weeks with ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
Present pace looks good for hold- 
over. 

Sporadic pace keeping most of 
other spots around average take. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and ‘Married 
Love’ (RKO). Paced at fair $6,500. 
Last week ‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) and 
‘Marines Fly’ (RKO) (2d wk.), good 
$5,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Little New York’ (20th) and 
‘Young Feel’ (20th) (2d run). Set 
for good $3,000. Last week ‘69th 
(WB) and ‘Danger Wheels’ (U) (2d 
run), strong $3,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Well balanced bill drawing nice 
$7,000. Last week ‘Oh, Johnny’ (U) 
and vaude, fair $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Brother Rat Baby’ (WB) and ‘Chan 
Panama’ (20th). Attracting only so- 
so take for below average $5,000. 
Last week ‘New York’ (20th) and 
‘Young Feel’ (20th), hefty $8,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Strikes’ (Col).  Fifty-cent 
patrons coming back in droves after 
four-week absence and giving house 
terrific $19,000. Last week (75-1.10) 
‘Gone’ (4th wk.), swell $20,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Seventeen’ (Par) and ‘Wolf New 
York’ (Rep), Centering around av- 
erage $6,500. Last week ‘Sidewalks 
London’ (Par) and ‘Money Burn’ 
(Rep), nice $7,000. 


N.Y-- WOLF OK 
$18,000 IN DET. 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 

In its fifth week here, ‘Gone with 
the Wind,’ despite bad weather and 
Lent, has fallen off little from its 
opening stanza. The grosses were 
helped and mass attendance kept up 
to the early level when the Wilson 
joined with the United Artists a 
week ago on a three-a-day basis, 
with the general admission matinees, 

Maybe the long Chrysler strike 
here toughened up the downtown 
houses, for while the b.o.’s are off 
nobody seems to think they’re as bad 
as they expected. With most of the 
product only average in town, the 
theatres are looking for average biz. 
The Fox gives evidence of gathering 
strength and probably will lead gen- 
eral runs with ‘Little Old New York’ 
and ‘Lone Wolf.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Big Guy’ (U) and ‘Little Peppers’ 
(Col). May come off with average 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Married Wife’ 
(20th) and ‘Invisible Man’ (U) (both 
2d run), fair $4,000. 














take around $23,000, big. Last week, 
six days, ‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) and /§ 


| ‘Oh Johnny’ (U) (2d wk), dual, $11,-| 


Plenty of new bills this week, | 900, okay. 


‘Northwest Passage’ into the Fifth on 
top of ‘Gone’ for major interest, with 
‘Swiss Family’ hitting nice pace at 
Paramount. ‘Girl Friday’ holds at 


Liberty for fourth and likely finale.| school week in town. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367: 25-35- 
40-55) —‘Judge Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘British Intelligence’ (WB). Aiming 
at very big $23,000, aided by no- 
Last week, 


The Orph headlines ‘Man From Da-| ‘Light Failed’ (Par) and ‘Young Feel’ 


kota,’ making for brisk b.o. ‘Chicka- 
dee’ moves to Blue Mouse for okay 
attention. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
— ‘Chickadee’ (U) and ‘Married and 
in Love’ (RKO) (2d wk.). Hot from 
Paramount, 
Last week, ‘Light Failed’ (Par) and 


‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO), (2d wk.), 
$2,000, fair. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32) — ‘Hardy and Son’ 


(M-G) and ‘Pick Up Your Troubles’ 
(20th) (2d run). Anticipated $2,600, 
fair. Last week, ‘Everything Hap- 
pens at Night’ (20th) and Louis- 
mney fight pix, socko, eight days, 


Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
green) (2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Northwest 


Passage’ (M-G). Expecting trail- 
blazing $10,500. Last week (75-$1.15- 
$1.50), ‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk.), 
great $13,000. 


Liberty (Jvh) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col) (4th wk.), adver- 
tised as last week, expected $3,800, 
good. Last week, $4,700, big. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 75-$1.15-$1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G). 


Moveover after four great weeks at | 


Fifth Ave. Expecting $5,000. One 
more week likely. Last week (27- 
37-42)—‘Take This Woman’ (M-G) 
ay ‘City of Chance’ (20th), oke $2,- 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-37-42)—‘Man From Da- 
kota’ 
(20th). Indicated $5,400, satisfac- 
tory. Last week, ‘Old New York’ 
(20th) and ‘Big Guy’ (VU), 


good. 
Palemar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-32- 


indicated $2,700, good. | 


(M-G) and ‘Young as Feel’ | 


$5,100, | 


| (20th), fair $14,800, assisted by Dr. 
| T. Q. on stage Monday night and 
| Robert Preston’s p.a. Tuesday. 

Or 


55)—‘Northwest’ (M-G) and ‘Lone 
| Wolf Strikes’ (Col). Very socko| 
$30,000 and certain holdover. Last |! 


week, ‘Raffles’ 
Honorable’ (UA). fair $14,000. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 25-35- 
| 40-55)—‘Brother Rat Baby’ (WB) 
| and ‘Parole Fixer’ (Par). Medium 
| $7.500 pace. Last week, ‘Balalaika’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G), 
| double, continued run from Met, 


| $6.000. fair. 

| Scollay (M&P) (2.538; 25-35-40- 
| 50)—‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Earl 
Chicago’ (M-G). Continued run from 
Par and Fenway (3d wk in town), 
tepid $4,500. Last week, ‘69th’ (WB) 
and ‘High School’ (20th), dual, con- 
tinued run from Par and Fenway 
(4th wk in town). good $5.500. 

State (Loew) (3.600; 25-25-40-55 )— 
‘Northwest’ (M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf 
Strikes’ (Col). Extra good $20.000 
promised. Last week, ‘Raffles’ (UA) 


and ‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA), okay 
$12,000. 








Cowboys Shoot It Out 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Real bullets whizzed along Cow- 
boy Row, near the Columbia studio 
in the heart of Hollywood last Fri- 
| day (23), while 100 extras shrugged 
their shoulders, thinking it was a 
picture stunt. Result: one film cow- 
| boy. dead and one held for murder. 
Dead man is John A. Tyke, 45, In 

| jail is Jerome (Blackjack) Ward. 





pheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- | 


(UA) and ‘Slightly | 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Little N. Y.’ (20th) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Strikes’ (Col). Showing early 
strength and may climb up to good 
| $18,000. Last week, ‘Vigil Night’ 
|(RKO) and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ 
' (RKO), poor $12,500. 
| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
| 30-40-55) —‘Brother Rat Baby’ (WB) 
jand ‘Sidewalks London’ (Par). 

Should come out all right with $13,- 

000. Last week, ‘Light Failed’ (Par) 
|and ‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA), fine 
| $14,000, considering weather. 
| Palms - State (United Detroit) 
| (3,000; 30-40-55)—‘Mice and Men’ 
(UA) and ‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA) 
(both Ist wk, 2d run). Should get 
| good $8,000. Last week, ‘Man Da- 
| kota’ (M-G) and ‘Congo Maisie’ 
(M-G) (2d run), fair $7,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 75-1.10-1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) 
(Sth wk). Shows little sign of weak- 
ening. Strong $27,000. Last week, 
$28,000. 

Wilson (2,000; 75-1.10-1.50)—‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (5th wk). Switch to three-a- 
day keeps it close to companion 
house with $25,000. Last week, same. 


‘Swiss Family’ $6,000, 





; Portland, Ore., Feb, 27. 

‘Swiss Family Robinson’ brought 
the Paramount added daytime biz, 
besides rating strongly at night. 
‘Northwest Passage’ at the UA is an- 
other good winner. 

‘Gone With the Wind?’ is in its fifth 
week at Parker’s Broadway. ‘Vigil 
of Night’ ated a second stanza at 
the Liberty. 

No special exploitation stunts were 
used by any of the local spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 175- 
$1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (5th week). 
Appears to be the windup for ter- 
rific biz-getting run; still great at 
$14,500. Last week, $16,000. 

Liberty (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-35-40)—‘Vigil of Night’ 
(RKO) and ‘City of Chance’ (20th) 





Tracy 514G, Strong, Port. 


————» 


Bliz, Cold Crimp Mpls.; ‘Northwest’ 
Big $11,000, ‘Night-Vande NG. 86 





(2d week). Good $3,500. Last week, 
registered well, $4,300. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
30-35-40)—‘Invisible Man’ (U) and 
‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G). Okay $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Green Hell’ (U), with 
Louis-Godoy fight pix, scored heavily 
tor $3,300. 

A ll (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 
15 - 30-40) —‘Rovin’ Tumbleweeds’ 
(Rep) and ‘Legion Lost Flyers’ (U), 
with vaude. Picked up for good 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Cafe Hostess’ 
(Par) and ‘Death of Champion 
(Par), with vaude, rated about aver- 
age, around $4,200. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40 )—‘Swiss Family Rob- 
inson’ (RKO) and ‘Flying Deuces 
(RKO). Strong $6,000. Last week, 
‘Old New York’ (20th) and ‘Lone 
Wolf’ (Col) did well, $5,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G) 
and ‘Granny Get Your Gun’ (WB). 
Strong first week on strength of 
Spencer Tracy-‘Passage,’ and may 
hold after big $5,500. Last 12 days, 
‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) 
‘Philo Vance’ (WB) okay $7,000. 


Friday’ Bright 
$11,000 In K.C.; 
West-Fields, 8156 


Kansas City, Feb. 27. 


‘Gone .With the Wind’ is gone, and 
town is settling down to customary 
line of attractions on theatre row. 
Attractions strong in every spot, with 
‘My Little Chickadee’ and ‘His Girl 
Friday’ leading the roster. 
West-Fields team in Fox Midwest’s 
Esquire and Uptown will wind up 
strong for first seven days here. 
Likely to stay longer. ‘His Girl Fri- 
day,’ at Midland, is helping the house 
surmount its problem of getting back 
the 25-40c trade after four weeks of 
Scarlet and Rhett at $1 a throw. 

Tower is going over its customary 
figure with combination of Major 
Bowes’ unit on stage and Jane With- 
ers’ film on screen, all for 25c. 


Estimates for This Week 


and 








Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Little Chickadee’ (U). Star team 


proving good draw and week should 
bring in $8,500. Last week ‘Take 
Woman’ (M-G), $7,500, satisfactory 
in eight days. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-15-40) 
—‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and ‘Convicted 
Woman’ (Col), bringing the house 
to Thursday opening and: back to 
regular film operation. Getting good 
play on Grant-Russell film; $11,000, 
good. Last week, fourth on ‘Gone’ 
(MG) (75-1.10), rolled in around 
$12,000 to boost four week total well 
over $100,000, unheard of for any 
previous film here. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 
25-40)—‘Light Failed’ (Par). Satis- 
factory $6,000. Last week ‘Brother 
Rat Baby’ (WB), fair $5,700. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and ‘Saint’s 
Double’ (RKO), with March of Time 
added. Had matinee personal by 


10- 





Terry Kilburn opening day, but ill- | 40) — ‘Northwest Passage’ 3) 
ness cancelled evening appearance. | Heaps of praise for this one and its 





Minneapolis, Feb, 27. 

Near-blizzards and i5 below zero 
temperatures knocked the tar out 
of local boxoffices over the week. 
end. Perhaps, teo, the manner jn 
which ‘Gone With the Wind’ un. 
doubtedly has drained exchequers 
ae its three-week Orpheum 
stretch has something to do with 
the present slump. 

‘Gone’ has moved over to the 
Century for an extension of its loop 
run, but early indications are that 
the cream is off, even for this world. 
beater. At that, however, it’s a 
lead-pipe cinch to lead the. town 
again easily and sail through to a 
highly respectable and profitable 
gross, with the further certainty that 
it will remain at_ least’ another 
canto, going into a fifth week. 

For a change, though, ‘Gone’ cur- 
rently has some real opposition, a)- 
though the weather and other fates 
seem to be against the outstanding 
newcomers’ chances of piling up the 
returns that they merit. Strongest 
of them is the State’s ‘Northwest 
Passage.’ Then there’s the first stage 
show in a long stretch at the Or- 
pheum—headed by the Dead End 
Kids. The Gopher’s ‘Tower of Lon- 
don’ is far from being a boxoffice 
weakling, while both §sure-seaters, 
the World and Esquire, are well en- 
trenched with ‘We Are Not Alone’ 
at the former, and ‘Meet Dr. Chris- 
tian’ plus the Louis-Gedoy fight pic- 
tures at the latter. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Man Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th) and 
‘Danger Wheels’ (U), dual first-runs. 
Stretching toward good $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Santa Fe Marshal’ (Par) and 
‘High School’ (20th), dual first-runs, 
split with ‘Missing Evidence’ (U) 
and ‘Music Heart’ (Col), also dual 
first-runs, $2,000, good. 


Century (Par-Singer) (1.600; 75- 
$1.10) — ‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Moved here from Orpheum = and 
same price scale and policy obtain 
as at latter house—morning and 
afternoon showings with no reserved 
seats at 75c and all night seats re- 
served at $1.10. Demand finally 
starting to abate and there aren't 
sellouts any more. _ Still plenty 
healthy, however, and fine $13,000 
indicated in face of bad weather. 
Last week, ‘Light Failed’ (Par), 
$4,000, mild. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-40)— 
‘Dr. Christian’ (RKO) and Louis- 
Godoy fight films. Showing bene- 
fit of radio audience. Fight films 
also demonstrating boxoffice punch. 
Good $1,600 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Torpedoed’ (Indie) and Louis-Godoy 
fight pictures, $1,200, good. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Tower London’ (U). Audiences 
guffawing at this one, but it’s pulling 
’em in just the same, on strength of 
cast lineup and horror angle. Trav- 
eling at fast $3,500 clip. Last week, 
‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB), $3,000, good. 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,890; 35- 
50)— ‘Remember Night’ (Par) and 
stage show with Dead End Kids. 
First stage show in nearly two 
months and lots of entertainment for 
the price, but snowstorms, sub-zero 
temperatures and general reaction 
following ‘Gone’ mop-up holding 
down takings. Poor $8,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) (75c-$1.10) 
(3d wk), $32,700, stupendous, after 
$34,200 and $35,500 first and second 
weeks. 


State (2,300; 25-35- 


(M-G). 


(Par-Singer ) 


Should get around $7,000, okay. Lagt| sure to build after slow start due 


week ‘Castle Hudson’ (WB) and 
“Married Love’ (RKO) with Louis- | 
Godoy fight pictures added, light 
$5.200. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110: 10-25)—| 
‘High School’ 


unit on stage. 


fine $8,500. 





Good combo for type | Wives’ 
trade at this house and registering | Showings. 
around $8,000, fine. Last week ‘Green | Last week, ‘Hunchback’ 
Hell’ (U) with Don Bestor band,| With ‘Victor Herbert’ 


ALL B’KLYN ON UPBEAT: 


‘GONE’S’ FINALE $32,500 


Brooklyn, Feb. 27. 

Snow and sleet gone and flock of 
first-rate flickers on downtown 
screens will bring in fine grosses this 
stanza. Fabian Paramount is doing 
zooming biz with second week of 
‘Fighting 69th’ and ‘Money to Burn,’ 
and Loew’s Metropolitan is in fourth 
and last week of ‘Gone With Wind’ 
to mighty fine results. 
’ RKO Albee is satisfactory with 
Swiss Family Robinson’ and ‘Mar- 
ried and in Love,’ as is Fabian Fox 
with ‘Brother Rat and Baby’ and 
‘British Intelligence.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Swiss 
Family’ (RKO) and ‘Married Love’ 
(RKO). Good $16,000. Last week, 
‘Little New York’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
Panama’ (20th), plus new March of 
Time, fair $14,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Rat Baby’ 








(WB) and ‘British Intelligence’ 








to weather. Should run at least 
two weeks. En route to big $11.000. 
Last week, ‘Little New York’ (20th), 
$5,500, poor. , 
Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)—‘Vic- 


(20th) with Bowes’| tor Herbert’ (Par) split with ‘Four 


(WB). First neighborhood 
Good $2,400 indicated. 
(RKO), split 
(Par), first 
nabe showings, $2,500, good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Not Alone’ (WB). Good attrac- 
tion for house catering mainly to 
class trade. Muni highly praised by 
critics. Looks like good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Destry’ (U) (4th wk), $1,000 
for five days, o.k. after three pre- 
ceding good weeks. 


—_ 


(WB). Spurting to nifty $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and 
‘Women Secrets’ (Par) (2d wk), good 
$14,500. : 

Met (3,618; 75-$1.10)—‘Gone’ (M-G) 
(4th wk). This is last stanza of epic 
flicker and may drop a bit, but not 
enough to mar_ impressive. reese 
here. Wonderful $32,500 anticipated. 
Last week, great $35,000. anaes 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50 )— “7 
(WB) and ‘Money Burn’ (Rep) (2 
wk). Peachy $23,000 for this pa 
of flickers. Last week combo S€ 
new record for week’s run by COP- 
ping $32,000 and breaking gel 
mark set by ‘Old Maid’ (WB) las 


year. : 
Strand 25-35-40) — re 
(U) and ‘Danger Flig 


Montreal’ : 
Good $5,000. Last wee*, 


(Mono). , 
‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Henry 
0 tiful $6,500. 


Arizona’ (M-G), beau 


(2,870; 
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>>> INCIDENTALLY ! 


Just as audience attendance is the gauge of a play’s success, 
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—readers make newspapers. 


ee ob Fee tae 
- es : 


ihe Rover ake 


In his widely syndicated newspaper column, Damon Runyon recently 


(15) declared: 


“We would as soon go without our Saturday night bath as miss our 
weekly Variety. In fact, sooner.” 


It might be an exaggeration to state that every Variety reader is as 
enthusiastic as Runyon, 





—hbut most newspaper men are. 


The Saturday Evening Post, for instance, two weeks ago cited Variety 
as authority for latest news regarding Orson Welles and his RKO contract. 


Things like that happen right along. 


A publication whose news pages are so intensely read (and copied) 
possesses unique advantages to advertisers. 





No trade publication can offer you more. 


We don’t happen to know of one that can offer as much. 
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New Plan Calls for Complete Merger 
Of Greater Union-Hoyts Instead Of 
Original Jot Booking Arrangement 


Sydney, Feb. 27. | 


Dan Michalove, executive of Na- 
tional Theatres, 20th-Fox subsidiary, 
is leaving shortly for New York, 
carrying with him new plans cov- 
ering a complete merger of Hoyts 
and Greater Union Theatre circuits 
for approval by 20th-Fox and Na- 
tional Theatres. Heretofore, Hoyts 
and Greater Union were regarded 
only in joint booking arrangement. 
Fox holds a major interest in Hoyts. 

Directors for both circuits have 
okayed the new scheme, according 
to reports here. Understood that this 
calls for Hoyts to issue a certain 
number of Class C and ordinary 
stock shares to Greater Union in re- 
turn for certain assets, thereby giv- 
ing Greater Union representation on 
Hoyts’ board. Whether this would 
make General Theatres, to be re- 
vived actively to carry on ‘active 
bookings of the two circuits, the sole 
operating corporation, and leave 
Hoyts and Greater Union solely as 
holding companies, has not been re- 
vealed. 

Snider-Dean, which is associated 
with Hoyts via a deal whereby the 
smaller chain agreed to handle cer- 
tain product Hoyts had under con- 
tract, is going ahead ‘with its legal 
action to prevent the merger of 
Hoyts and Greater Union unless it’s 
fully protected. Sensational evi- 
dence would be divulged, it’s hinted 
by Snider-Dean, if the suit concern- 
ing the proposed mreger reaches 
trial. 





Hollywood Films Fill 
85% of Mex Screens 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Shortage of European pictures, 
due to the war, is causing a boom in 
American film sales in Mexico, ac- 
cording to Oscar J. Brooks, Warner 
representative in Mexico, here for a 
series of studio conferences. 

About 85% of the playing time in 
Mexico’s theatres, he declared, is 
filled by Hollywood product. Fur- 
ther increases are promised by a 
building boom, with six large film 
houses under construction in Mexico 
City alone, and hundreds of smaller 
theatres in the country installing 
sound equipment. 


GERMANY’S PIX 
BIZ IN GOOD 
SHAPE 


Washington, Feb. 27. 
Contrary to popular belief, Ger- 
many’s film biz has not been ad- 
versely affected by the w>r. 
According to a dispatch from U. S. 














OK’d in New York Last Summer 
The Hoyts-Greater Union initial 
plan, whereby the General Theatres 
Corp. would have been revived for 
20 years as a booking combination 
for the two circuits, was approved 
in its original form in New York 
last summer. Chairman and other 
officials of both groups concerned 
sanctioned the arrangement. Several 
minor obstacles had halted a final 
accord. 


FRENCH MP. CORP. OUT 
OF REORGANIZATION 


New York. 





Editor, VARIETY: 

In your Feb. 21 issue on page 11 
we note you published an article 
under the heading ‘French Motion 
Picture Corp. Discharged From 
Bankruptcy.’ 

For your information, we were 
never adjudicated bankrupt. On Feb. 
18, 1938, under Federal statute, sec- 
tion 77b, we applied for permission 
to reorganize. The court granted 
this permission. Subsequently, dur- 
ing the reorganization the creditors 
accepted a plan whereby they would 
accept 15% payment of all outstand- 
ing indebtedness. On Oct. 28, 1939, 
the court approved this plan. Dur- 
ing the interval, there was no com- 


mittee or trustee appointed to take, 


charge of our affairs. We at all times 
were permitted to run and operate 
our business without special super- 
vision, the court consenting to con- 
tinue the ‘Debtor in Possession.’ 
Strictly within the meaning of the 
statute, this is not what is commonly 
known as bankruptcy, but rather in 
reorganization. 

The caption and article as repo_ted 
by you does not truly report our po- 
sition. As you know, we are dis- 
tributors of French films under con- 
tract with the French producers. 

We sincerely hope that you will do 
your utmost to rectify. 

French Motion Picture Corp. 
By S. Oliver Levy. 


Mex Neutrality Involved 
In Nazi Pic on Pole Push 


Mexico City, Feb. 27. 
A gift of the German version of 
the conquest of Poland and some 
German military activities on the 








western front, in the form of a film | 


reportage, has been made to the 
Ministry of National Defense by the. 
German legation. 

The **inistry has not decided what 
to do with the pic, as it seems to 
involve a delicate point in Mexico's 
neutrality observation. | 


| Assistant Trade Commissioner Paul 
|{H. Pearson, of Berlin, 158 motion 

picture houses were operated by 
| Naziland’s No. 1 company, UFA, at 
ithe close of the calendar year, in 

comparison with 136 houses at the 
|end of the last fiscal year, May 31, 
| 1939, fhis due to ‘annexation of addi- 
| tional territory by the Reich.’ 


| Annual report of UFA, just out, 
‘announced 33 pix for production 
| during 1939-40, of which 12 had been 
|censored, nine cut and ready for 
|censorship, and five being filmed. 
During the fiscal year 1938-39, total 
|earnings of the company amounted 
ito 141,000,000 marks (a mark is 
| worth approximately 40c), as against 
| 120,000,000 marks preceding fiscal 
year. , 





ITALY’S ALBANIAN REORG 


Monopoly Group in Accord With 
Balkan Gov't on Distrib Control 








Rome, Feb. 13. 
Picture distribution in Albania has 
been taken over by the Italian film 
monopoly group via an accord 
reached between the latter, which 
is government controlled, and the 
Albanian government whereby dis- 
trib in the Balkan nation will be 
reorganized. . 
This move eliminates from dis- 
tribution all films that are presently 
not being shown in Italy, namely 
American pictures. ” 





Profit-Sharing Regulation 
Affecting Distribs-Exhibs 
Stirs Magyar Pic Trade 


Budapest, Feb. 11. 

Homeoffice decree calling for 
profit-sharing terms for distribution 
and exhibition of Hungarian-made 
pictures, pending for several years, is 
making a big stir in the trade. 

Decree rules that Hungarlan-made 
pictures can in future be leased to 
distributors and exhibitors not for a 
cash amount but on a profit-sharing 
basis only. Percentage of producers’ 
share is to be subject to an agree- 
ment in each case, or to be decided 
by National Film Committee if the 
parties cannot agree. Roughly, it 
will be between 30 to 45% of box- 
office takings, minus taxes. Distribu- 
tors’ shares can be no more than 
12% of the b.o., less taxes. 

The purpose of the decree is fur- 
ther boosting of production and at 
the same time protection of Govern- 
ment interests invested in production. 








Oscar Strauss’ ‘Loves’ 
Will Preem in Paris 





Paris, Feb. 13. 
Premiere of Oscar Strauss’ latest 
operetta, ‘Les Amours’ (‘My Loves’), 
is slated for next month at a theatre 
here, as yet unannounced. 
Leopold Marchand has done the 
libretto, 





PRIVATE MEX BACKING 


Mexico City, Feb. 27. 
Mexico’s first private company for 
financing pic producers has been or- 
ganized here by Herbert F. Wallen- 
stein. 
The company gets going in March 
with a capital of $65,000. 








Decline of U.S., French, British Pix 


| 


| 
| 
' 


Ups German Strength in Rumania 








| Bucharest, Feb. 10. 
Failure of the American com- 
|panies to hit on measures which 
| would correspond to the changed 
;conditions brought about as a result 
;of the war, along with the startling 
drop of production in both France 
and England, have given new weight 
to the German impetus for a film 
foothold in Rumania. Product from 
these countries had afforded the 
Germans considerable foreign com- 
petition in Rumania. 

Metro, Paramount, Fox, etc., gave 
up their offices in this country some 
time ago. Only Warners still has of- 
fices in Bucharest; the others are 
represented here by small private 
concerns. This hinders the film busi- 
ness with America very much for 
the theatre owners here are obliged 
‘to send to the Americans’ Paris head- 
| quarters not only the fees for hir- 
ing, customs, censoring, etc., but also 
\fees for a so-called license. A film 
|costs as a rule from 60-70,000 leis 
| (between $375-$450); with customs, 
'duties, censor’s fee, posters and ad- 
vertisements added, a film’s expense 
mounts to from 130,000 to 140,000 lei 
| ($820-$880). 

The maxima takings of the large 
cinematograph is on the avezage 
from 850,000-900,000 ($5,350-$5,665) 
‘lei per week, but in this country 
the very best of films never has 
more than a fortnight’s run at one 
theatre. Only Warners of the Ameri- 
can companies, as it has its distrib- 
depot here, makes the license fee 
unnecessary, selling the pix directly 
to the theatres. Film experts locally 
state that during the past year War- | 
ners placed a far larger percentage | 
of films in the Rumanian market | 
than the other American companies. | 

The Germans, on the other hand, | 





i 
| 


make things comparatively easy for 
the cinema’ owner here. Ufa and 
Tobis have founded a Rumanian 
company here, the so-called O. C. R. 
Oficiul Cinematografelor Roman, 
and the third big German company, 
the Terra of Munich, is also repre- 
sented here by Avia, a Rumanian 
company. Hans Obler is head of Avia, 
and the O. C. R. is directed by 
| Waldemar Moskus and Jean Leibo- 
vici, The latter, a Jew, goes to Ber- 
|lin every month to arrange for 
German films to be sent to Rumania 
during the following month. 

In spite of this the German film 
does not do as well at the b. o. as 
the American picture, whose popu- 
larity the German propaganda feat- 
ure cannot impair. For instance, the 
German ‘Caoutchouk’ (‘Rubber’), a 
costly pic, was shown here at the 
Capitol. 

However, until recently it was 
extremely difficult to obtain Ameri- 
can films. For that the French were 
in the first place responsible. In 
September, a series of American 
films arrived at the Paris distribu- 
tion depot, and the films were dis- 
patched to Central and Eastern 
Europe. In some of the films—ac- 
cording to French statements—short 
strips had been inserted represent- 
ing important French military ob- 
jects. 

Thereupon, the French authorities 
stepped in and forbade sending out 
American films which arrived in 
France. Nor were French films sold 
abroad. It was a very trying situa- 








tion for the cinema owners: in Cen- 
tral Europe and in the Balkans, They 
did the best they could for a little 
while by buying up films which had 
been showing in different countries 
for some time. 
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Lag in French Production Brings 
Influx of Gallic Players, Directors 


To Italy for Two-Version Pictures 
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Metro Buys 2 Sites 


In Rio for Deluxers 

Metro has purchased two sites in 
Rio de Janeirc for the construction 
of deluxe theatres. One, a 2,000- 
seater, will be called the Metro- 
Copacabana, the other, the Metro- 
Tijuca, will have 1,700 seats. 

Both houses, in the most thickly 
populated residential areas of Rio, 
represent the first venture of Metro 
into neighborhood operations in 
South America. 


AUSSIE MULLS 
FREEZING 90%, 
U.S. COIN 


* Sydney, Feb. 27. 

Australia’s Federal government 
now is considering a 50% freezing 
of rental coin for American distri- 
butors along lines similar to those 
adopted by Great Britain in order 
to conserve dollar exchange. Trans- 
mission of this money to U. S. has 
been halted temporarily until a per- 
manent policy on monetary freezing 
is adopted. 

It’s understood that the Govern- 
ment will not restrict the import of 
product into Australia. This follows 
strong representation made by every 
branch of the local picture industry. 











Hays Office Meeting 


On word from the Australian gov- 
ernment asking for suggestion on 
the freezing of distributor coin, ma- 
jor American company foreign 
chiefs were called for conferences 
Friday (23) at the Hays office in 
New York. Foreign managers said 
the request for suggestions about 
frozen money was like asking what 
sort of bitter medicine they wanted 
to take. 

U. S, majors, while willing to co- 
operate and realizing that Australia 
is at war, fear a heavy coin freeze 
as likely to disrupt badly business 
Down Under. Restrictions on coin 
on top of recent taxes and the de- 
cline in the rate of exchange make 
profitable operations in Australia di- 
ficult ordinarily. 

Distributors have only until Fri- 
day (1) to file their replies with the 
government Down Under. 

If there is any hefty coin freeze in 
Australia, distributor officials say 
they probably will have to reduce 
the number of films shipped to Aus- 
sie. Idea would be to pick only what 
are regarded as big money-makers 
for distribution there because the 
margin of profit would be small 
under the freezing setup, whereas 


the big grossers would permit them | 


a greater return. 





Pic Producers Wary 
Of Spoofing Politics 


Mexico City, Feb. 27. 

As the political situation has be- 
come acute with the approach of the 
presidential elections July 7, pic pro- 
ducers have eliminated all refer- 
ences to politics of any kind in their 
productions. 

The Government has been hot 
after stage theatres that spoof poli- 
tics and politicians. The Teatro 
Lirico, historie local revue house 
where Lupe Velez started, was re- 
cently fined $200 for allowing a 
comedian tc jest about a presidential 
candidate, 





TOPS HUNGARIAN B. 0. 


. Budapest, Feb. 11. 

Deadly Spring,’ locally made fea- 
ture authored, produced and directed 
by Lajos Zilahy, and starring newly 
risen Catherine Karady, not only 
tops the boxoffice list for Hungarian 


pictures this season, but is easily the 


biggest money-maker among home 
product for years. 

Press notices were unanimous in 
praise. 


Paris, Feb. 13, 

With only a small percentage of 
French studios presently function. 
ing, French film directors and acting 
talent are migrating to Italy for em. 
ployment in Franco-Italian picts. The 
Italian government is attempting to 
exploit the paralyzed condition of 
French production in an effort to 
create a rival French industry, offere 
ing encouraging terms to French tale 
ent. Italy has technicians, equip 
ment and the modern elaborate 
Cinecitta studios to spare. 

Leading the way has been Jean 
Renoir, who dashed down to the 
Eternal City to do the ill-fated ‘La 
Tosca,’ which Viviane Romance ree 
fused to continue unless Georges 
Flamant was demobilized to play 
Baron Scarpia. Marcel 1l’Herbier 
has also left for Rome, while Rene 
Clair, Jacques Feyder, Jean Choux 
and Edmond Greville have accepted 
contracts to do double-version picts 
there. 

Mireille Balin is presently in Rome 
doing ‘The Siege of the Alcazar,’ 
megged by Augusto Genina, with 
Fosco Giachetti, Fascist actor, in 
lead male role. Next actress to leave 
for Rome is Janine Darcey, who is 
featured in ‘The Comedy of Happi- 
ness.’ 

This indicates that Italy is finally 
getting on with its policy initiated 
some three years ago at the com- 
pletion of the new cinema city, Cine- 
citta, some 15 miles outside of Rome, 
From the outset, German, French, 
Dutch, Hungarian, British and other 
producers, directors and actors were 
invited to Rome to do two-version 
picts for double exploitation pur- 
poses, 

The local film press is worried 
about this new development and is 
writing long editorials about it. They 
demand that every encouragement 
should be given to exploit French 
talent at home instead of permitting 
it to go abroad to help build a rival 
industry. 


LIGHT HEART 
LONDON CLICK 





London, Feb. 27. 

Emlyn Williams’ new play, ‘The 
Light of Heart,’ which had its pre- 
miere at the Apollo Wednesday 
night (21), looks like the latest legit 
hit here. First-night audience gave 
it an enthusiastie reception. 

‘Fig Leaves,’ produced at the 
Adelphi, opening Feb. 16, has closed 
after playing only one week. It was 
an amateurishly produced revue that 
was heavily panned by the critics. 


SHEPHERD SETS NEW 
MUSICAL FOR LONDON 


| London, Feb. 13. 


Firth Shepherd has contracted to 
produce two new shows in London 
shortly. One is a musical that has 
| Leslie Henson and Binnie Hale 
|starred, and the other a farce by 
Vernon Sylvaine and Guy Bolton 
titled ‘Nap Hand,’ which comes to 
the Aldwych at end of February. 

Ralph Lynn is starring in 
latter, 
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Caracas Builds New 
Cinemas; Mexico Also 





Caracas, Feb. 27. 

With the advent of the new de- 
luxe, first-run Avila here last year, 
many new theatre projects have 
been started, 

There are now eight first-runs in 
the Venezuelan capital and a ninth 
will open April 18. 





Mexico Ditto 
Mexico City, Feb. 27. 
Number of active cinemas here 
has been increased to 71 with the 
opening of the Cine America, 850- 
seater deluxe nabe, by the H. Eche- 
varria circuit, 
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FLASHED 
TO THE 
NATION! 


Postal Telegraph e ; sedan a! 
Special Preview iii Ya Set Bo ate 
Service sent the 
rave comments 
below to leading 
publications. 


THE GOVERNOR 
OF IDAHO said: 


“The finest I have ever seen. 
Outstanding picture of the age!”’ 
—Gov. C. A. Bottolfsen 


THE POSTMASTER said: 


“Perfect portrayal of Rogers’ 
Rangers. Marvelous.” 


—-Harry L. Yost 
THE EDITOR said: 


“One of the grandest shows I 
ever saw.”’ 
—Irving Hart, Daily Statesman 


ANOTHER EDITOR said: 


“Spencer Tracy’s strongest role. 
Most beautiful Technicolor 
job ever.”’ 


—Max G. Funke, Capital News 


THE MAYOR said: 


“Wonderful. Real treat for all.” 
—Mayor James Straight 


SENATOR CARL BROWN said: i 
ORTHWEST PASSAGE” (Book ] Rogers’ Rangers) 


| ee 99 : : 
nspiring. Wonderful. in Technicolor. Starring SPENCER TRACY with Robert 
or 


e Y 
THE PUBLIC said: oung, Walter Brennan, Ruth Hussey, Nat Pendle 


o ‘ 
Screen Play by \Woltlg-aletn Sizel lita se 


‘ ‘ . »» 
“We'll tell the nation—it’s a sensation! | Based on the Novel by 
Vidor » Produced by 





It was noisy in Boise— 
Stars, celebrities, Parades. 


Thousands came from 
far-distant towns— 


Another big M-G-M 
Showmanship Premiere— 


To launch another socko 
box-office attraction! 


The National Ad Campaign 
is starting. Get ready! 


9s and Talbot Jennings 


th Roberts . Directed by Glare 
Hunt Stromberg ‘An M-G-aP , 


L@ valet 


ICfure 








~ 


16 VARIETY 


FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, February 28, 1919 











a a ee em 








=—— 


ROAD TO SINGAPORE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Paramount release of Harlan Thompson 
production. Stars Bing Crosby, Dorothy La- 
teatures Charles Coburn, 


mour, Bob Hope; 
Judith Barrett, Antheny Quinn, Jerry 
-Colonna, Directed by Victor Schertzinger. 


Screenplay by Don Hartman and_ Frank 
Butler; based on story by Harry Hervey; 
camera, William (. Mellor and Farciot 
Edouart; editor, Paul Weatherwax; asst. 
director, George Templeton; dances, LeRoy 


Prinz; songs, J mes V. Monaco, Jobnny 
Burke and Vicicr Sciertzinger. Previewed | 
at Paramount, !.6° “neles, Feb. 20, ‘40. 
Running time, >! MINS 


Josh Mallon Bing Crosby 
Ace LANDIGAN......ccccccescsioes Bob Hope 


Se ee Y Dorothy Lamour | 
Joshua Mallen IV........- Charles Coburn 
Gloria Wycott.......ccccccces Judith Barrett 
cds cb nde 6648 04:90. 9:908 Anthony Quinn 


.....Jerry Colonna 
Johnny Arthur 


Achilles Bombunursi.... 
Timothy Willow 
MEBNNE WHC... .60c00ccses Pierre Watkin 
Gordon Wyceott Gaylord Pendleton 
Sir Malcolm Diahe..........Miles Mander 






EE eee Tere ee Pedro Regas 
SNS 65565040 66465.404899098 Greta Grandstedt 
OES a ern rr John Kelly 
EGE ee ee ee ere Ed Gargan 
OS ht Serer ere ce Kitty Kelly 
Cherry's Pather... .secccccccece Roger Gray 
NE 5 os eeseteesaee Benny Inocencio 
yr Gloria Franklin 
ods gcc an oe need carmen D* Antonio 


Native Dancing Gir) Paula DeCardo 





Initial teaming of Bing Crosby and 
Bob Hope in ‘Road to Singapore’ 
provides foundation for continuous 
round of good substantial comedy 
that will click up and down the line. 
Paramount should carry the team 
through a series of pictures as 
‘Singapore’ will prove a most profit- 
able attraction in all runs, with good 
chances for holdovers in many key 
spots. 

Comedy is of rapid-fire order, 
swinging along at a zippy pace. Con- 
trast is provided in Crosby’s leisure- 
ly presentation of situations and dia- 
log, in comparison to the lightning- 
like thrusts and parries of Hope. 
Neat blending of the two brands 
accentuates the comedy values for 
laugh purposes. Much of the humor 
is whacky and nonsensical, but made 
palatable in the manner of presen- 
tation by the Crosby-Hope team and 
crackerjack direction of Victor 
Schertzinger. 

Story is a light framework on 
which to drape the situations for 
Crosby and Hope, with Dorothy La- 


‘for the girl but Walter Pidgeon ap- 
, pears with his pure love plea. From 
‘there on it’s a confusing jumble until 


‘the truth of his wife's loyalty an 





mour providing decorative character 
of a native gal in sarong-like trap- | 
pings. Crosby is the adventurous 
son of a shipping magnate, who re- 
fuses to sit behind a desk. He walks | 
out on both father and a socialite 
fiancee to ship to the South Seas 
with sailor-buddy Hope. Miss La- | 
mour moves in with the pair, and | 
from there on it’s a happy mixture | 
of both making passes for the native | 
beauty, while they struggle to raise | 
the necessary coin to live in com- | 
fort on the island. Crosby event- | 
ually gets the girl, but not until | 
the trio romps through some zany | 
adventures. 

Sprinkled liberally throughout the | 
running,, and deftly spotted, are four | 
songs and a choral theme number. 
‘Too Romantic’ (Monaco-Burke) is a | 
sentimental tune sung by Crosby and | 
Miss Lamour that has good chance | 
to reach hit status. ‘Sweet Potato 
Piper,’ also by Burke and Monaco, | 
and delivered by Crosby, is a lilting | 
number that may get prominence | 
through Bing’s plugging via air and 
records. “The Moon and the Willow 
Tree’ is a semi-torch by director 


Victor Schertzimger (who used to be | 
and Burke, sung by | 


a tunesmith) 
Miss Lamour. ‘Captain Custard,’ also 
by Schertzinger-Burke, and handled 


by Crosby and Hope, is basis for a | 


comedy production layout that pro- 


ing coin on his loving wife. When 
he is target of gangsters she secretly 
informs Federal agents for a per- 


| sonal income tax rap. Conniving at- 
‘torney Lloyd Nolan ditches the de-| 
‘fense for Raft to get 10 years instead | 


of the expected one. 

Sentenced +o Alcatraz by a Federal | 
judge, Raft takes the rap calmly, but 
Miss Bennett is upset by the double- 
cross of Nolan. Wife goes to San 
Francisco, getting an apartment 
overlooking the islard to be near 
Raft. Nolan follows to plead love 


Raft escapes ‘rom ‘the rock.’ Gores 


love from Pidgeon, he conveniently 
bumps off Nolan and jumps back 
into the bay to be machine-gunned 
by searching guards. 

Picture will not help ag ween | 
of either Raft or Miss Bennett. 
Both try hard under Mayo's direc- 
tion but there is no substance in 
the story or script. In early se- 
quences Miss Bennett provides a 
rather poor imitation of Maewestian 
intonations and drawl, but loses this 
after Raft hits ‘the rock.’ Miss Ben- 
nett also sinss two songs of minor 
importanee in night club sequences. 

Production is up to par in mount- 
ings, but decidedly short on enter- 
tainment factors. 


Castle On The Hudson 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Warner Bros. release of Anatole Litvak 
production; directed by Litvak. Stars Jobn 
Garfield, Ann Sheridan, Pat O’Brien; fea- 
tures Burgess Meredith. Screenplay by 
Seton I. Miller, Brown ifolmes and Court- 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Road te Singapore’ (Par). 
Bing Crosby and Bob Hope 
teamed in sock comedy with 
songs. Merry tune at the b.o. 

‘House Across the Bay’ (UA). 
George Raft and Joan Bennett in 
a meller that fails to click. 

‘Castle On the Hudson’ (WB). 
Another prison picture of stand- 
ard program calibre. 

‘The Ghost Comes Home’ 
(M-G). Frank Morgan in light- 
weight supporter for the duals. 

‘Blondie on a Budget’ (Col). 
Above standard for series, enter- 
taining programmer for the fam- 
ily trade. 

‘Man From Montreal’ (U). 
Richard Arlen and Andy Devine 
well-teamed in meller of moun- 
ties and fur trappers. OK dualer. 

‘Convicted Woman’ (Col). 
Scandal in girls’ reformatory 
done melodramatically. Mostly 
for double combos. 

‘Legion ef th Lawless’ (RKO). 
yeorge O’Brien as a lawyer- 
fighter in the toughest of fron- 
tier towns. O.K. western. 

‘Bullet Code’ (RKO). George 
O'Brien in standard western for 
action houses and_ juvenile 
trade. 

‘Vengeance of the Deep’ (As- 
tor). Australian-made for which 
the American market will be 





ney Terrett, based upon book by Lewis E. 
Lawes; camera, Arthur Edeson; editor, 
Thomas Richards; music, 
At Warners, Hollywood, Feb. 
ning time, 76 MINS. 


22, °40. Rune 


Tommy Gordon..........eeeeed Tohn Garfield 
rer Terre reece, Ann Sheridan 
Warden LOns....ccccsccccccces Pat_O'Brien 
Steven Rockford.......... Burgess Meredith 
District Attorney............ Henry O'Neill 


Fae seks ke0 Gb see Jerome Cowan 


Ed Crowley 
Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams 


Mike Cagle 


0S eerie err John Litel 
Ann Rockford............Margot Stevenson 
RN bane 6o0d 6s b606-05:60 Willard Robertson 
a a Seer rrr Trey Edward Pawley 
EE ee rrr ree Billy Wayne 
MGB. LONG o6:6:0.0000scscecce NOOR. Harrigan 
Principal Keeper...........-.. Wade Roteler 


Goldie Pepper 


Robert Strawe 





This is another in the extended 
series of Warners features based on 
Warden Lewis E. Lawes’ ‘20,000 
Years in Sing Sing.’ Although plot 
is stereotype, picture has sufficient 
vigor and fast action to hold up as 
a nominally satisfactory program- 
mer of its class. Starring trio of 
John Garfield, Ann Sheridan and Pat 
O’Brien gives marquee impetus to 
drawing values of the picture, which 
will click better in the action houses 
than the keys. It’s a routine prison 
melodrama, and along familiar lines 
of former ‘big house’ pictures turned 
out by Warners during the past 
several years. 

Garfield is a tough, smart-alec 
gangster who draws a 25-30 year 
stretch in Sing Sing for knocking 
over a jewelry store. While he com- 
bats the discipline inside the ‘castle,’ 
his loyal girl friend, Ann Sheridan, 
tries to effect his release. She is 
seriously injured in an auto crack- 
up, which gives the parole-minded 
and humane warden (O’Brien) a 


| chance to let Garfield loose on honor | 


system to see the girl. But the 
|mobster gets in another jam when 


Leo Forbstein. | 


very limited. 

A SP ARF GE PRE LLOE TTODLA TO 
overall standard above program rat- 
| ing. f 

Frank Morgan is a meek Milque- 
toast character in a rural town, 
browbeaten by everyone, but most 
especially by a brother-in-law duo, 
Nat Pendleton and Frank Albertson. 
Morgan gets a phone call from an old 











' school chum in Australia, who wants 


to donate a half million to the old 
town’s benefit and asks Morgan to 
come over to give his advice on what 
is needed. organ misses the boat 
in New York to get tossed in the 
jug on a drunk charge. Returning 
home after two months, he finds the 
family in affluence through collec- 
tion of accident insurance, as the 
ship had been sunk. During his 
ideout in the attic, Morgan gets 
gh with his family, finally wind- 
ing up as a town hero, but only after 
he unloaded a lot on the town banker 
to pay back the insurance benefit. 


Picture is slow in getting under 
way, wandering along with bumpy 
tempo until Morgan is hidden in the 
attic. From then on, it picks up 
momentum, but then it’s too late to 
overcome the early passages. 

Morgan dominates while Billie 
Burke is submerged in the wife role. 
Ann Rutherford and Johr Sheldon 
| provide juvenile romance adequately 
land Reginald Owen does a brief Eng- 
lish impersonation neatly. Donald 
Meek is the scheming banker. 





Blondie on a Budget 
Hollywood, Feb. 23. 


Columbia release of Robert Sparks pro- 
duction, Features Penny Singleton, Arthur 
Lake, Larry Simms, Daisy and Rita Hay- 
| worth. Directed by Frank Strayer. Screen- 
| play by Richard Flournoy. Story by Charles 
| Molyneux Brown, based on comic atrip 





vides spontaneity in both delivery | Jerome Cowan is killed by Miss | characters created by Chic Young; camera, 


and gags. 

Picture has been given advantages 
of top production mounting, with 
ares by William Mellor of 

igh standard. 
the songs is especially good, and pro- 
cess photography 
quality. 





House Across The Bay 


(WITH SONGS) 


Hollywood, Feb. 26. 
United Artists release of Walter Wanger 
production. Stars George Raft, Joan Ben- 
nett; features Lloyd Nolan, Gladys George, 
Walter Pidgeon. Directed by Archie Mayo, 
Screenplay by Kathryn Scola, based upon 


Myles Connolly's original stery; camera, 
Merritt Gerstad: editor, Dorethy Spencer; 
ass’t director, Charles Kerr: songs. Jules 


Styne, Nick Castle, Sidney Clare, Al Siegel; 
dances, Sammy Lee; score, Werner Janssen. 


Previewed at Westwood Village, L. - 
Feb. 26, '40. Running time, 85 MINS, 

DU MEP WIEL. 65. a ¥0.5-00034.60008 George Raft 
BNL, PRTOUIEEDY, so.0.000b.00n 600ed Joan Bennett 
PUNE: MEINE «5 :6.05:6465000000664 Lloyd Nolan 
MED MOOR OIONS 6:5 6 6.6.603 d0.00 0 Gladys George 
ETE = ENON 15:50:46 dc opens oes Walter Pidgeon 
SSR eer re June Knight 
MEM VG 03-0105 155 040.0 44.68 8s sare Peggy Shannon 
WOGOTE) JUGKE. 5. s:006-0600 Edward Fielding 
Nolan’s House Boy............. Miki Morita 





Starring duo of George Raft and 
Joan Bennett and directional guid- 
ance of Archie Mayo fail to lift the 
tedious story here. Although pic- 
ture starts with promise it pancakes 
at halfway mark and, from then on, 
flutters and stutters to a most in- 
nocuous and unconvincing finish. 


| Sheridan, and returns to the prison 
‘and the chair to save the warden’s 


dith is fine in the prison scenes, but 


is bumped off after piloting a daring | 


break. 

Title is out of line as tag for a 
prison melodrama, and will give 
some patrons idea story is of roman- 
, tie nature. 


The Ghost Comes Home 


Hollywood, Feb. 21. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Albert 
FE, Levoy production. 
gan, Directed by William Thiele. Screen- 
Play by Richard Maibaum and Harry Kus- 
kin; based on play by Georg Kaiser; cam- 


| 
| 
! 
| 


era, Leonard Smith; editor, William ‘Ter- 
hune. Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, 
Feb. 21, °40. Running time, 78 MINS 

FPO UNNI. 65:55404 o 0s os'e'es Frank Morgan 
| Cora Co rere rer or Billie Burke 
[WPA BUONO. 05.56 sssccceded Ann Rutherford 
ROMER SERN 630514 6.6.6'66:6-K.0's Baie ae John Shelton 
SOU 6.06 6-0oess ceteesss Reginald Owen 
Mortimer Hopkins, Sr........ Donald Meek 
| Roscoe........ lecceeeecececeeNat Pendleton 
ee ene ee Frank Albertson 
' TEED D OP OCCE 660 60 06s Oa800O% Harold Huber 


! Ambrose Bundy 


This 


flobart Cavanaugh 





is a lightweight comedy 


‘House Across Bay’ is a misfit as a| drama parading a much better cast 
bill topper and will have to struggle | than the story. script or direction. 


along as a dual supporter—and a/| As it stands, 


poor one in that class. 


: picture will have to be 
satisfied with lower dual brackets in 


If picture is spotted as dual leader, | the family program houses, and will 
mames of Raft and Miss Bennett get passing attention in those slots. 


must carry the entire load of picture 
on their shoulders. 


Raft is a big-shot racketeer, fall- 
ing hard and marrying Miss Ben- 
nett, torch singer in his night club. 
Raft expands his businesses, shower- 


Picture is overloaded with obvious 


and conveniently-concocted _ situa- 
tions that are quite familiar. Cast 
;somewhat e¢vercomes stilted and 


over-emphasized direction, but this 
is not sufficient to raise the picture’s 


Features Frank Mor- | 


| Henry Freulich; editor, Gene Havlick; asst. 
| director, Clifton Broughton. Previewed at 






: “ | Warners, B ly Hills, Feb. 23, '40. - 
|job from political enemies. ning time, 72 MINS, yess 
| Nothing _ unusual about Anatole! pionaie............cscecees Penny Singleton 

Sound recording of | Litvak’s direction, except that he| Dagwood..................0005: Arthur Lake 
ikeeps the yarn moving at a speedy ear DR s 6:9.0:06866. 08608 Larry oe 

; s : : st ee ee en eee ee ere eee Himee} 
is of exceptional | pace. Garfield reads his lines with | Joan Forrester.............. Rita Hayworth 
| over-emphasis, and is grooved in a/|‘sivin Fuddle...........-.. Danny Mummert 
|routine portrayal. O’Brien is okay | Marvin Williams............... Don Beddoe 
las the warden, while Miss’ Sheridan Mr. Fuddle Ere eee John Qualen 
' provides a strong characterization as | ak Fuddle PSCORHOORECC ORC CELE Fay Helm 
the gangster’s girl Burgess Mere- | MARINES Cecscedbcoccecescece Irving Bacon 
. ss BION: cece ewrixe peeve aves ..Thurston Hall 


William Brisbane 


| The marital] tangles of Giondie and 
Dagwood continue on their merry 
way in this latest of the Blondie 
series. Picture is up to standard of 
| best of previous numbers, providing 
| good program fare in the family 
|houses. It’s good enough as sup- 
| porter in the key duals, and should 
add more followers to the series. 


Story, although lightweight, is still 
sufficient to provide jealousy motive 
for Blondie when Dagwood meets an 
| old sweetheart and gets innocently 
involved before things square away 
to provide peace in the family. 


family budget, although eyeing a fur 
coat and knowing that Dagwood 
hankers for a fishing club member- 
ship. Rita Hayworth provides the 
siren lure tor Dagwood, but every- 
thing ends happily when: a lucky 
theatre drawing provides the coin 
to buy the coat as a peace offering. 
Numerous amusing situations of 
husband-wife bickerings, and sure- 
fire antics of Baby Dumpling, are 
neatly set up in the script by Rich- 
ard Flournoy. Dog Daisy also has 
some prominent routines, including 
| one in which pooch laps up dripping 
| champagne and proceeds to stagger 
(well executed stunt through use of 
slow motion photography). 
Direction by Frank Strayer 








is 


crisp, keeping piece moving along 
without loss of momentum. Bump- 
stead family of Miss Singleton, Lake, 
Larry Simms and pup Daisy is typed 
to characters. Rita Hayworth is 
ood as the former sweetheart, while 
Bon Beddoe is most prominent in 
support as fixing pal of Dagwood. 





Man From Montreal 








| Universal relense of Ken Pivar produc- 
ftion, Stars Richard Arlen and Andy De- 
| vine; features Anne Gwynne and Kay Sute 
iton, Directed by Oftristy Cabanne, Screen- 
| play by Owen Francis from story suggested 
| by Ren Pivar; camera, Milton Krasner, _At 
| Strand, Brooklyn, dual, week Feb, 25, ‘40. 
Running time, 61 MINS, 


| Clark Manning Richard Arlen 


Constable ‘Bones’ Blair......- Andy Devine 
Myrna Montgomery......eees »..Kay Sutton 
Moris Blair. ........ 6. cece e need Anne Gwynne 


errr Tt . Reed Hadley 
\ddison Richards 


Rosa Montgomery 
Captain Owens.. 





Bill Andeta......ccccccccccens joseph Sawyer 
Bt PROPTB acces ccccestocevces Jerry Marlowe 
Brad Owell@. ....cccceccecs ‘Tommy Whitten 
Old Jacques... ..cccccceccee Eddy C, Waller 
Marcel Birchenx....cccvececces Eddy Conrad 
Luther St. Baul...cccccccess William Royle 
Constable Rankin......+..06. Lune Chandler 








Canadian Northwest Mounties are 
‘not new screen fare hence the pro- 
ducing of Ben Pivar, Christy Ca- 
;}banne’s direction and topnotch per- 
|formances by Richard Arlen, Andy 
| Devine and Anne Gwynne must be 
leredited for this strong dual entry. 
[It will prove a surprise peckage for 
|exhibitors seeking to bolster duals. 
iFilm is sheer melodrama of the 
|/northwest woods with fur thieves 
|pitted against the mounted police. 

| Richard Arlen makes his trapper 
|assignment a convincing “ee even 
‘though sporting a typical Hollywood 
‘moustache. Andy Devine outdoes 
recent screen efforts as Constable 
| Blair. His gravel-voice is subordi- 
nated for stammering mannerisms. 
Anne Gwynne, former bathing suit 
model, indicates considerable promise 
as a coming young actress in the role 
of Arlen’s sweetheart. The girl who 
nearly wrecks the honest trooper’s 
life is portrayed by Kay Sutton in 
routine manner. Support is headed 
by Addison Richards, Tommy Whit- 
ten, Reed Hadley and Jerry Mar- 
lowe. Wear. 


CONVICTED WOMAN 





Columbia release of Ralph Cohn produc- 
tion. Features Rochelle) Hudson, Frieda 
Inescort, Lola Lane, June Lang, Glenn 
Ford, Iris Meredith. Directed by Nick 
Grinde. Story by Martin Mooney and Alex 


Gottlieb; screenplay by Joseph Carole; edi- 
tor, James Sweeney; music, M. W. Stoloff; 
camera, Benjamin Kline, At Globe, N. Y., 
week Feb. 24, 40. Running time 65 MINS, 
Betty Andrews Rochelle Hludson 


TE ss isu 0:6 ee ec oeKaawae.s Frieda Inescort 
I tae tbh RG E SESS EOS s SON RE June Lang 
AOC rer rer rr rere ree s Lola Lane 
See err err re Glenn Ford 
ash BERET DED 6.0350 RR RE ERS Iris Meredith 
rece ere ree ee Lorna Gray 
OE rr ee Esther Dale 
Commiasioner McNeil..... Willliam Farnum 
UNS 360465.6.00 Kwicvccvesxeee cE eee 
MAY. cccos Cbkwb vee ieee seeevs Beatrice Blinn 
Tubby..... $bWe06006060600654 June Gittleson 
WEEE $6.0 GCSCEG 0) 064056608 Dorothy Appleby 





The time-worn prison cruelty plot 
has been given a slightly different 
twist in ‘Convicted Woman’ by per- 
mitting the femme inmates of a 
reformatory to install their own self- 
government. Until this shift in story 
is reached, the barbarous treatment 
meted out in the house of correction 
is familiar enough to look like a re- 
take of all other woman prison pic- 
tures. Production is a fair entry for 
the lower-half of double bills. 


Curse of the usual prison-bars 
theme is partly relieved by the 
melodramatic treatment given by 


director Nick Grinde. In his hands 
it becomes a flesh-and-blood narra- 
tive rather than the customary 
| brutal bastile fable. The director 
}even makes the overdrawn social 
worker ideas, installed in prison by 
a femme barrister, seem credible. 
Frieda Inescort is the reforming 
lady lawyer. Rochelle Hudson, as 
the unemployed girl railroaded to 
the reformatory, indicates that she 








Blondie tries to keep within the | 


deserves better screen breaks than 
| given recently. 
ithe habitual reformatory 
| plausibly while June Lang, as the 
spying ‘Duchess,’ is a thoroughly 
despicable character. Glenn Ford 
makes something of the chief male 
role, the energetic reporter, and Iris 
| Meredith, Lorna Gray, Esther Dale, 
| William Farnum and Dorothy Ap- 
pleby hold their own in the big sup- 
porting cast. 

| Dialog by Joseph Carole is bright 
and better than the basic scripting. 

Wear. 


Legion of The Lawless 


RKO release of Bert Gilroy production. 


Stars George O’Brien; features Virginia 
Vale, Herbert Heywood, Norman Willis, 
Hugh Sothern, William  Renedict, Eddy 
Waller. Directed by David Howard. Story, 
Berne Giler; adaptation, Doris Schroeder; 
| editor. Frederic Knudtson; photography, 
or Pa a et . 2, ine 
|} week Feb, , 40. tunwing time: § 
MINS. . ” 
Jeff fy. | a ee George O'Brien 
he Pee rer re rene Virginia Vale 
EG CONE 6-6 656 40886Ks0% Herbert Heywood 
Leo Harper......seceeesese.. Norman Willis 
Henry PVCs 69.5:5040000050054% Hugh Sothern 
Edwin Ress CU sass Fewer William Benedict 
PORTO BAP UON y-6:s:03:9:0:0-0545404.0.05%0 Eddy Waller 
| : ager 
| Quoting from the press book, 
| 


‘Legion of the Lawless’ presents a 
‘hitherto unused theme in outdoor 
; western drama. It goes on to tell 
| the exhibitor that ‘it deals with a 
| Vigilante organization, which, first 
| dedicated to the maintenance of 
justice and order, has become an in- 
strument wielded for oppression and 





Lola Lane portrays | 
inmate | 





=a 


illicit gain wrung from a he 
cogepenty. 
erwise, as the exhibitor w; 

discover, ‘Legion of the Lawless 
just another western, made from : 
standard formula, with the horses 
running their heads off at about cix 
furlongs in 1:10 flat and scores of 
shots going wild so that the whole 
cast won’t be bumped off in the first 
100 feet. As westerns go, it is 
superior to the pack, and though he 
isn’t in the juvenile class any more 
George O'Brien of the block-wide 
shoulders has sufficient of a follow. 
ing to keep exchange bookers from 
getting on their knees to keep his 
stuff moving. 

O’Brien is the 


Iplesg 


itinerant ] 


A awy 
who picks out_a tough town for the 
practice of Blackstone. He runs 


afoul of a small group, part of a local 
vigilantes committee set up to poy. 
ern the town, that is using its seif. 
appointed powers to do everything 
wrong but cut the toes off new-born 
babies. In the end he triumphs and 
the girl probably goes out to find 
another coiffure. She wears such a 
nice hair-do on entrance before the 
cameras, and is so smartly made up 
it'd make the Stork club habitues 
blush. But after driving horses 
around, trying to get in the way of 
trouble, making eyes at the lawyer 
etc., she might justifiably be consid. 
ered a market for the hair-dresser 
The gal is Virginia Vale, and a very 
engaging type. 

Menace is Norman Willis, who's 
excellent. Herbert Heywood, as a 
derelict doc, adds interesting char- 
acter relief. Orthodox cow-country 
types are Hugh Sothern, William 
Benedict and Eddy Waller. Char. 


BULLET CODE 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
RKO release of Bert Gilroy production, 
Stars George O'Brien. Directed by Davia 


Howard. Screenplay by Doris Schroeder: 
story by Bennet Cohen; camera, Harry 
Wild; editor, Frederie Knudtson. Pree 
viewed in Projection Room Felt. 19, *46, 
Running time: 36 MINS, 
Steve. CONG isa sccsccsecdes George O' Brien 
Molly Mathews...... mee Te ee Virginia Vale 
Eo) Saar ...-Slim Whitaker 
John Mathews......... -Howard Hickman 
CARE SES 6.5 6004066465 0004 Harry Woods 
BCR AtWOGEs 666 00ds bss William Haade 
RPNINNEDS 3 tc bs 46:00:66 0 85:6-8-4:5 Walter Miller 
Fee DAME MO Ws 540 te eebaee dic Robert Stenton 
This George O'Brien _ starring 


western carries the usual ingredients 
of hard riding, rough-and-tumble- 
fights, and gunplay to provide suit- 
able excitement in the action houses. 

Story is plotted along familiar 
lines. George O'Brien be.ieves he 
killed a young cattle rustler, and 
rides to the border town with his 
bewhiskered foreman, Slim Whit- 
aker, to explain the tragedy to the 
rustler’s sister and father. But the 
latter two are victims of a big cattle 
baron who wants the r:nch to run 
rustled cattle across the border. 
O’Brien and Whitaker pitch in to 
save the old man from his‘ enemies, 
former winning the girl for the 
fadeout. 

Picture is a routine western. with 
obvious situations neatly mixed in 
the script layout. Virginia Vale, a 
Gateway to Hollywood contest win- 
ner, is adequate in the femme lead. 
Harry Woods, William Haade and 
Walter Miller provide suitable 
menace as heavies. 

Direction by David Howard is in 
the regulation groove for western 
feature category, and keeps the piece 
moving despite familiar situations 
present in the script. 





Vengeance of The Deep 
(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 


Hall produetion; 
Features Lloyd Hughes, 
Richards, James = Raglan, 


Astor release of Ken G, 
directed by Hall. 
Shirley Ann 


Klaine Hamill, Sydney Wheeler. Story and 


adaptation, Frank Harvey; editor, Willis 
Shepherd; photography, George Henth. At 
Central, N. Y., dual, week Feb, 21, “40. 
Running time, 70 MINS. 

Daubeney Carshott.......... Llevd Huphes 
RRSP Teco Shirley Ann Richards 
2 ene eee ee are lumes Kaglon 
en Serr ere Elaine tamill 
re re Campbell Copelin 
Capt. Quid...... cube eines Sydney Wheeler 
ee oe ere Frank blarvey 
ELE E URL CEE Ronald Whelan 
MEO 6856s .sGChevevanesewd Alec WKelliwiy 
| errr eT ree ee Chatlie Chan 





Produced by the Australian, Ken 
G. Hall, who also directed, ‘Venzge- 
ance of the Deep’ was made almost 
in its entirety on the Thursday 
Islands in the South Seas. top- 
bracket pearl-fishing territory. The 
picture itself is anything but highe’- 
bracket, however, and in the States 
will get the least important dating. 
Where picked up for double-billine. 
it will be as a probable cheap buy as 
the No. 2 feature. ; 

The photography on the whele 3s 
bad, and the direction uninspired. 
while the story on which based. by 
Frank Harvey, not only lacks force 
and cohesion, but also suffers from 
trite dialog. More often than not. 
the continuity is so bad that it 1e- 
quires unusual perspicacity to figure 
out what’s going on and why. 

A pianist and an artist figure as 
romantic leads, ultimately as pals. 
while generating their interest 1” 
seeking a nice, big pearl on the 
ocean’s floor is a young lady 
of dubious class who’s willing te 
marry either one if he can biins 
her one of the pretty little thins 
that oysters spawn. They both catch 
wise after becoming divers, and one 
of them, the ivories-pounder, ‘fina!!» 
ends up with a local mermaid, the 
daughter of a Thursday islands ¢@p- 
tain. The diving sequences #n¢ 

(Continued on page 18) 
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: Take it from the " 
iv 

critics, Paramount's i 
“ROAD TO SINGAPORE’ | 






is the coco-NUTS! 








JERRY COLONNA Gat (itis i 
The Terror of if 
the Tropics “One of the funniest pictures Hollywood has turned out in : a 
many a moon. The teaming of Crosby and Hope is a master et 

stroke of showmanship. Dorothy Lamour is swell, too—so 4! 

make a note in your little black book to see ‘Road to Singapore’!"" | 

—Jimmie Fidler, famous newspaper and radio columnist { : : 















“Crosby and Hope don’t make the rafters ring—they ““A sock. One of the most hilariously and colorfully 
tear them down. This is one grand motion picture!” entertaining pictures to come up in many a moon. 4 i 
—Hedda Hopper, syndicated Hollywood columnist Crosby and Hope one of the greatest comedy teams ; 
in film history. A cinch to be one of the big grossers 


“Paved with enough laughs to cause an actual ache in 








the ribs. Crosby-Hope comedy team tops any yet seen!” tiasial sil Teen trenitientieal | 
ee os “As hilariously funny a romantic comedy as has been f | 
“The most successful pairing of comedy talents brought turned out by any studio in a long time. Will certainly |, 
forth upon the screen since Hollywood memory run- be a heavy money-maker!” —Daily Variety 5 F 
neth not to the contrary. All the other extreme variants ; 1 
of the adjective ‘good’ apply directly and redoubled “The comedy team the screen has needed for a long 7 ’ 
to the slap bang entertainment delivered by Bing time. One of the best comedies Hollywood has turned : ; 
Crosby and Bob Hope!” —M. P. Herald out in many a day!”’—George Fisher, famous radio columnist rf 
“Rich in entertainment, especially in comedy. Every- “Top-flight fun should do heavy business at the box 1 
thing that a studio could ask for!” office. Bing and Bob make up a swell team!” i 
—Edwin Schallert, Los Angeles Times —Film Daily ; 
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3 
> 
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| eee 
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Sere |. ee 


15 oe 0 


OF ics re 
“ROAD TO SINGAPORE Bing Crosby - Dorothy Lamour « Bob Hope ; | 
Charles Coburn « Judith Barrett » Anthony Quinn «+ Jerry. Colonna + Directed by VICTOR SCHERTZINGER a 
Screen Play by-Don Hartman and Frank Butler + Based on a Story by. Harry Hervey * A: Paramount Picture i 
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M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Remaatic Drama; MU—Mausical 
— 
WEEK Rev. 
27 OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R. T. 
Dallas, Feb. 27. | eELEASE| Var. 
New epidemic of theatre building 
and remodeling sweeping through | 49 /29/39 | 12/20 BALALAIKA (M-G) MU iN. Eddy-I. Massey-C. Ruggles 102 
eae gore we geet acecremr Ty? «= MB G'btuimeorane acho Se 
. ron, owner o e , . Ve oars 
sam will build new suburban house 12/27 DAYS OF JESSE JAMES (Rep). WR. Rogers-G. Hayes-D. Barry 63 
March 1, opening June 1, known as 12/20 HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME (RKO) D_ C. Laughton-M. O'Hara 115 
: y : t ta- 11/29 CISCO KID AND LADY (26th) RD C. Romero-M. Weaver-C. P. Martin 73 
Airway and with 800 seats on s 12/6 DESTRY RIDES AGAIN (U) W M. Dietrich-J. Stewart-M. Auer 90 
dium type; new 1,000-seater in Fort 1/3 INVISIBLE STRIPES (WB) M~ 4G. Raft-J. Bryan 81 
Worth for Interstate; new marquees 12/20 RAFFLES (UA) CD _iODé« Niven-A. de Havilland-D. Digges 70 
for circuit’s Worth and Hollywood 
there and full remodeling job on | 1 /§/40 1/10 TWO-FISTED RANGERS (Col) Ww  ¢. Starrett-I. Meredith 62 
Majestic there; new 925-seater for 1/3 THE EARL OF CHICAGO (M-G) CR. Montgomery-E. Arnold-R. Owen 85 
Interstate at Houston; .ew house for : EMERGENCY SQUAD (Par) RD W. Henry-L. Campbell-R. Denning 60@ 
Dr. J. T. Hutchinson at Lubbock. 2/28 LEGION OF LAWLESS (RKO) WG. O’Brien-V. Vale 59 
” New §00-seater theatre soon to be 12/27 SWANEE RIVER (20th) RD OD. Ameche-A, Leeds-A. Jolson 85 
built here near site of U. S. govern- 1/17 A CHILD IS BORN (WB) RD G. Fitzgerald-J. Lynn 3 
ment’s new veterans’ hospital. Irv- T F ie 1 
ing Lambert ‘Will manage. Unit will|1/12/40 | 1/1) Sop AROUND CORNER (M-G) CDM. Sullivancd. Stewart-F. Morgan. 97 
include two stores. DANGER AHEAD (Mono) M J. Newiill 
Also being planned is larger house THE SECRET FOUR (Meno) DF. Lawton-H. Sinclair-A. Lee 
at opposite end of town, with details 11/22 GERONIMO (Par) W OP. Foster-E. Drew-A. Devine 89 
being kept secret by the architects. 1/17 SANTA FE MARSHAL (Par) Ww WwW. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Hayes 66 
12/13. MEXICAN SPITFIRE (RKO) RD iL. Velez-D. Woods-L, Errol 67 
1/17 HEROES OF THE SADDLE (Rep) W  R.Livingston-R.Hatton-P.L.Parsons 56 
Collins’ 8th House : i wt a OF CHANCE (20th) uM (ULL es. Aubrey Smith-D. Woeds 56 
Paes _ 27. / INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS (U) M _ Vz. Price-N. Grey-J. Sutton 81 
eS es avn 4 1/3. OF MICE AND MEN (UA) D BMeredith-B.Field-L.Chaney, Jr. 104 
‘inn nahn on North Beach, states 1/10 la BROTHER RAT AND BABY (WB) Cc d4J. 3ryan-P. Lane 87 
Bruce L. Collins, manager Corpus 1/10 HIS GIRL FRIDAY (Col CDC. Grant-R. Russel 92 
Christi Theatres, Inc. It will be 1/seee 1/17 CONGO MAISIE (M-G). © A. Sothern-J. Carroll-R. Johnson 69 
eighth unit in the C. C. group. Work 1/17 THE FATAL HOUR (Mone) M Beris Karloff 67 
now under way for opening May 15. ‘a. pocorn tal bai ( hen 1 (Pas) al 43 rae uber 
ar z wycl-F.MacMurray-B.Bondi 93 
2/7 MARRIED AND IN LOVE (RKO) RD A. MarshalllB. Read-P. Knowles 59 
New 1,200-Seater 1/17 HE MARRIED HIS WIFE (20th) Cc J. McCrea-N. Kelly-R. Young 82 
ee, Os. Pe SC 1/31 LION HAS WINGS (UA) Sb tiottianuan 6% 
Bessemer Theatres, Inc., will bui WINGS (U/ . Oeron-R. Richardson 
@ 1,200-seater in Bessemer. 2/14 BRITISH INTELLIGENCE (WB) M Mz. Lindsay-B. Karloff 90 
: 1/26/40 1/24 LONE WOLF STRIKES (Col) M OW. William-J. Perry 66 
Bryan, O., Building LAMBETH WALK (M-G) CL. Lane-S. Gray-S. Hicks 
Bryan O.. Feb. 27. 2/7 PIONEER DAYS (Mono) Ww Jack Randall 50 
N Bryan theatre just opened 1/24 WOLF OF NEW YORK (Rep) M_ E. Lowe-R. Hoart-J. Cowan 69 
ew y Alb t Ww 2/14 SAINT’S DOUBLE TROUBLE (RKO) M G. Sanders-H. Whitney-J. Hale 68 
under management of er e 1/10 HIGH SCHOOL (20th) C J.Withers-L.Brown.Jr.-C.Edwards 74 
— also manager of the Temple fer = bg y) — » 2. zemaeres, Jr.-J. Bennett 87 
ere, -NIN . Cagney-P. O’Brien 89 
. 2/2/40 2/28 CONVICTED WOMAN (Col) MR. Hudson-G. Ford-F. I t 
Touney’s Acquisition /@/ 1/31 1 TAKE THIS WOMAN (M-G) RD 8. Tracy. Acewnntd® ay sell 4 
Wauseon, O., Feb. 27. 1/31 CHASING TROUBLE (Mono) D_ Frankie Darro be 
P. R. Touney, owner and operator 2/7 PAROLE FIXER (Par) M Wz. Henry-V. Dale-R. Paige 57 
of the Princess, leased large store- 1/31 VILLAGE BARN DANCE (Rep) RD R. Cromwell-D. Day-G. Barier 69 
room on main business street, which THE MARINES FLY HIGH (RKO) DR. Dix-C. Morris-L. Ball 67 
he will remodel into 300-seat the- 1/17 MAN WHO WOULDN'T TALK (20th) M UL. Nelan-J. Rogers-R. Clarke 72 
late DANGER ON WHEELS (U) D_ Rz. Arien-A. Devine 
. 2/14 CALLING PHILO VANCE (WB) M J. Stephenson-M. Stevenson 62 
. . 2/9/40 LITTLE PEPPERS AT HOME (Col CE. Fellows-C. 
F; ilm Review /*/ 2/7 BROADWAY MELODY OF ’40 (M-g) MUFF. Ateneo. Powell Murphy 162 
2/21 EAST SIDE KIDS (Mono) M Vince Barnett , 62 
Continued from page 16 ey i oe THAT FAILED (Par) D_ORz« Celman-J. Huston 98 
IL IN THE NIGHT (RKO) D CC. Lembard-B. Aherne-A. Shirley 93 
Vengeance of The Deep 2/7 LITTLE OLD NEW YORK (20th) RD A. Faye-F. MacMurray-R. Greene 99 
2/14 MY LITTLE CHICKADEE (U) Cc M. Wesi-W. C. Fields 83 
1/10 GRANNY GET YOUR GUN (WB) CD M. Robson-H. Davenport 55 
melodrama age ete ie nee " at 
times near to the point where ter- | / 2/21 } 7 ; 
rific suspense threatens, but after it’s 2/16/40 ’ MURDER ON THs Yunon ' mene) “— bs nag’ Me ta Rio-J. Howard 74 
all over, nothing much has happened. 1/24 SIDEWALKS OF LONDON (Par) . =e aton.¥ _—e os 
Dreary detail also figures. 2/7 SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON (RKO) DT. Mitchell-F. Barthol 
English accents quickly tip the YOUNG AS YOu FEEL (20th . ell-F. Bartholomew 92 
origin of the production and none of 2/21 HONEYMOON DEFERRED ~ C J. Prouty-S. Byington-J. Valerie 60 
the cast may expect Hollywood 2/21 A CHUMP AT OXFORD a ) DE. Lowe-M. Lindsay-E. Risdon 59 
scouts to turn on speed finding them. 2/28 CASTLE ON THE HU (UA) cS. Laurel-O. Hardy 63 
pier’ Hughes and Shirley Ann ef -ASTLE ON THE HUDSON (WB) RD  4J.Garfield-A. Sheridan-P. O’Brien 176 
ichards hea e cast, while princi- hak alee Ts 
pal supporting players are James 2/23/40 + ~ BLONDIE ON A BUDGET (Col) CP. Singleten-A. Lake 72 
Raglan, Elaine Hamill, Sydney =, NORTHWEST PASSAGE (M-G) DS. Tracy-R. Young-W. Brennan 125 
Wheeler and Ronald Whelan. Last- /21 KNIGHTS OF THE RANGE (Par) W_ =. Hayden-J. Parker-H. Humphrey 70 
mentioned is fairly good menace, but 1/31 PINOCCHIO (RKO) Cartoon 87 
his type are a dime-a-dozen in the THEY CAME BY NIGHT (20th) MW. Fyffe-A. Hulme-P. Calvert 
western market. Wheeler, as a good- FRAMED (U) CC. Meore-J. Downs 
— a — so bad, but he’s ; 3/14 BULLETS FoR Bus 
good, either, by modern | 3/1/40 / TLERS (Col) Ws, Starrett-L. Gray 57 
standards. Hughes, of course, is the 2/21 SEVENTEEN (Par) Cc 45. Ceoper-B. Field-O. Kruger 76 
American star of the silent and STRANGE CARGO (M-G) D J. Crawford-M. Deuglas-C. Gable 
talker era. He’s made one prior pix LITTLE ORVIE (RKO) CD sd. Sheffield-E. Truex-D. Tree 
Down Under. Char. | mp a nell THE WEST (Rep) W sR. Livingston-R. Hatton-N. Beery 
} } (20th) RD W. 
2/21 CHARLIE CHAN IN PANAMA (20th) M Sz. wener Rogers-L. Atwill 67 
, ‘. DOUBLE ALIBI (U) MW. Morris-M. Lindsay 
Consent a ee ye yn tay THE BAY (UA) RD J. Bennett-G. Raft-L. Nolan 85 
/ ; s } 
Continued from page 5 nth weseseseasin nas anni eee (WB) D__ E.G. Robinson-R. Gordon-M. Love 103 
a , ; OUTSIDE 3-MILE LIMIT (Col) ¥ 
dent exhibitors clai.a are specially 3/8/40 J M J. Holt-I. Ware 
injurious, and reportedly recites the _ uaeate en lh ny po Baan G) C A.Rutherford-F. Morgan-B. Burke 78 
justifications which majors have of- SHOWDOWN (Par) , 7 Ww. Been, 
; : - Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 
fered in self-defense. ISLE OF DESTINY (RKO) BD  W.Gargan-W. Ford-J. Lan 
The document does not deal, even ZANZIBAR (U) D J. Craig-L Lane f 
eetieuety, Byes hon A “7 ~ nee. 3/15/40 anh seamaiaaes tn ° 
was said authoritatively. o ref- ULS (Col) DR. Hudson-J. Litel-B. M 
erences to either the big suit in New 2/14 YOUNG TOM EDISON (M-G) RD Mz. Rooney-F. Bainter-G. lon 85 
York th l tal : MIDNIGHT LIMITED (Mono) M J a : 
ork or the supplemen actions 2/14 WOMEN W - King-M. Reynolds 
against what Prof. Arnold holds are ITHOUT NAMES (Par) ME. Drew-R. Paige-J. Barrett 62 
- oe mae MILLIONAIRE PLAYBOY (RKO) Cc uP 
‘local’ monopolies in the exhibition - Penner-L. Hayes 
. FORGOTTEN GIRLS (Rep) DL. Platt-D. Woods-W. Gib 
field. Thorp suggested that objec- 1/31 GRAPES OF WRATH (20th) DH. Fonda-J. Darnell-J, Carrs 
tions of indies in each division could MAKING EYES AT ME (U) MU C.Moore-T. Fan gg  gpaama 97 
be met by self-reform, without lay- REBECCA (UA) M J. Anderson-L. Olivier-J. Fo tai 
ing down any formula or intimating 3 CHEERS FOR IRISH (WB) CDP. Lane-T. Mitchell-D. Morgan of 
that the defendants are willing to 
confess they have sinaed. The memo | 3/22/40 Lp MANY HUSBANDS (Col) C5. Arthur-F. MacMurray 
reviews the talks which occurred 2/28 Sean oe eaten P RD R. Young-H. Gilbert-R. Owen 
last summer and is a reminder that PRIMROSE P aon (RKO) ar) MU iB. Crosby-D. Lamour-B. Hope 84 
the major distributors came forward RANCHO GRANDE (Rep) e G. Rogers-J. McCrea-M. Rambeau 
with the voluntary sales code that 1/24 THE BLUEBIRD (20th) ao i fee > ee 
Arnold declared last August cannot - FPS A DATE (U) RD D. Durbin-K Francis-W. Pia —" 
be approved by the Justice Depart- VIRGINIA CITY (WB) W ECE. Flynn-M. Hopkins - aagece 
ment because it does not hit the real 3/29/40 on. RILDARE 
evil. Whether the Commerce De- *S GIRL (M-G) RD iL. Barrymere-L. Ayres-L. D: 
partment master-mind touched the 2/14 pe oF THE NAVY (Mono) Cc 4. Parker-J. Dunn-M. Sections 
question of divorcing exhibition from ARMER’S DAUGHTER (Par) C M. Raye-C. Ruggles-R. Denning 68 
we Dae IRENE (RKO) MU A.N 
production and distribution has not FREE, BLONDE AND 21 (20th I . Neagle-R. Milland-R. Young 
ian veveniod. 11/8 OVER THE MOON. Fy ) CL. Bari-J. Davis-H. Wilcoxon 75 
N ( ) C M. Oberon-R. Harrison-M. Selten 78 















































—<<——=——=2 


DENVER MOSTLY OFF: 
WEST-FIELDS OKE 9¢ 


(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 


Denver, Fe 
Grosses for the most net me 
disappointing, although some are 
above average, with the Paramount's 
double bill, ‘Raffles’ and ‘Man Who 
Wouldn't Talk,’ doing best, above 
averege. ae 

Severe, short snowstorm Frj 
night (23) helped put crimp in oo A 
ness. 

Throwing 100--keys around 
where public is thickest pools gs 
of talk about ‘Raffles’ showing at 
the Paramount. All finder had to 
do was to take keys to theatre to 
get pair of passes. Almost half were 
returned. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G). After a week at 
the Orpheum, good $4,900. Last 
week, ‘Old New York’ (20th) avere 
age $3,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-40) — 
‘Fighting 698th’ (WB). After a week 
at each the Denver, Aladdin and 
Rialto, here for poor $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Mice and Men’ (UA), in a 
second week of roadshowing, drew 
nice $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35. 
40) — ‘Sidewalks New York’ (Par) 
(2d week). Poor $3,500 seen. Last 
week, fair $6,400. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Chickadee’ (U). About average 
$9,000 for West-Fields starrer. Last 
week, ‘Earl of Chicago’ (M-G), plus 
Major Bowes’ unit, did fine $12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
— ‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and ‘Joe 
and Ethel Turp’ (M-G). Below 
average $7,700. Last week, ‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (4th week) did average 
$9,000. Around $101,000 in the four 
weeks, breaking all records, not onl 
~ the house but for Denver rf 
well. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40) — 
‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Man Wh 
Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th). Good $4,500, 
Last week, ‘Slightly Honorable’ 
(UA) and ‘Big Guy’ (U) nice at 
$4,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40) — ‘Old 
New York’ (20th), after a week each 
at Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Private 
Detective’ (WB). Nice $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Fighting 69th’ (WB) and ‘City 
of Chance’ (20th) nice at $2,000. 











Los Angeles 
Continued from page 11 


65)—‘Castle Hudson’ (WB) = an 
"Charlie McCarthy’ (U) dual. Starte 
on Washington’s Birthday and wi 
probably hit $7,500 on stanza. Las 
week, ‘Granny’ (WB) and ‘Invisible 
Man’ (U) fair $7,000. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 30-40-55) 
—‘Call Messenger’ (U) and vauude, 
Sally Rand troupe held over with 
three added acts and new sing) 
screen feature. Should hit = 
$8,500. Last week, Rand with 0 
Thoroughbreds’ (RKO) on screen, 
very good $12,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55) 
‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) (3d wk). Contine- 
ues in profit class and third stanza 
bringing $9,000. Fourth wound up 
with $9,300. Opus runs ix days of 
fourth week. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Seventeen’ (Par) and stage sho 
Arturo Godoy gets credit for most 0 














draw, but house slipped badly on - 


weekend and take won't better wea 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Green Hell’ (U 
and Horace Heidt orch on stage, dis- 
appointing $18,000. : 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55 )—‘Pinocchio’ 
(RKO) (3d wk.). Should add $8,500 
on third week after piling up excel- 
lent $10,000 in second. Sticks for an- 
other week of six days. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75 )—‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) and ‘Cong 
Maisie’ (M-G), dual. Healthy $13,50 
the likely answer. Last week, 
‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th), satisfactory 
$12,000. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2.100; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (9th wk.). 
Headed for big $18,500 after eighth 
week, with holiday, piled up big 
$19,300. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th), dual. 
Showing strength on moveover an 
$6,300 will be healthy. Last week, 
‘New York’ (20th) and ‘High School 
(20th), n.g. $3,400. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Metro purchased ‘Port of Hope,’ 
By Gina Kaus and Ladislaus Fodor. 

Sherwill Productions bought 
‘Arms of the Law,’ by Charlie Wil- 
liams and Harrison Carter. 

Robert Theoren and Fritz Rotter 
sold their story, ‘Children’s Crusade, 
to Metro. : F 

Paramount acquired rights to ‘The 
Duchess Rides High,’ stage play bY 
C. Coates Webster. 7 1 

Vina Delmar sold ‘Wrapped in Ce! 
lophane’ to RKO. a 

Howard Hughes bought — 
Jamieson’s aviation yarn, ‘Hig 
Frontier.’ tt 

Lester Cowan bought F. Sco 
Fitzgerald’s magazine yarn, ‘Babylon 
Revisited.’ 
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RADIO CITY 


MUSIC HALL 


Showplace of the Nation + Rockefeller Center 


‘Triumph! 


“BRILLIANT...a grand picture. We have no 
hesitation in calling the film the play's superior, 
in calling Raymond Massey's screen Lincoln 
better than his play's Lincoln.” 

—Frank S. Nugent, Times 


“SUPERB, all of it .. all the superlatives 
which were justifiably lavished on the stage 
production of Robert E. Sherwood’s ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois’ may justifiably be heaped on 
the screen version of this memorable drama.” 

—William Boehnel, World-Telegram 


“UNFORGETABLE screen impersonation... 
Massey's acting transcends mere make-be- 
lieve .. . a profoundly stirring motion picture 
experience.” —Howard Barnes, Herald-Tribune 


“RICH IN HUMOR, as any true picture of 
Lincoln should be .. Massey makes the char- 
acter a shining figure ... a picture that can be 
seen again and again.” —Eileen Creelman, Sun 


““MASTERPIECE—Such beauty, such simple 
honesty and truth, that ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
joins the small company of American films 
that merit the label of masterpiece.” 


—Life Magazine 


“A SCREEN TRIUMPH ...a picture with a 
heart and soul . . . Massey gives one of the 
greatest performances we have ever seen on 
the screen .. the great play greater as a 
film.” —Kate Cameron, News 


“GREATER than the play . . . no matter what 
degree of anticipation is yours, it will not be 
too much for this masterwork ... the one 
great movie which should be seen by every 
American.” —Archer Winsten, Post 


“INSPIRED performance .. . in its movie 
version ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ is every bit as 
fine and beautiful as the Pulitzer Prize winner 
. . fashioned from the flesh 
and blood of Lincoln.” 
—Lee Mortimer, Mirror 


“IMPRESSIVE .. . reverent 
picture, directed with straighf- 
forward simplicity.” — Rose 
Pelswick, Journal-American 






ROBERT E. SHERWOOD'S 
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starring 


RAYMOND MASSEY 


with Gene Lockhart, Ruth Gordon, Mary Howard 
Produced by Max Gordon + Directed by John Cromwell 
An RKO Radio Picture 
@ 


ON THE GREAT STAGE 
“Curtain Time" —all the magic of the world across 
the footlights . . . produced by Russell Markert, 
settings by Nat Karson... featuring Paul Haakon, 
Loper and Barrat, Three Oxford Boys, Nicholas 
Daks, Hilda Eckler, Leda Anchutina, Louise Fornaca, 
Robert Regent, Earl Lippy, with the Music Hall 
Rockettes, Corps de Ballet, Glee Club. Symphony 
Orchestra, under the direction of Erno Rapee. 


e 
Doors Open Today and Tuesday 10:30 A. M. 
Picture at: 10:45,1:43,4:38,7:35,10:32+Stage Show at: 12:39,3:32,6:27,9:30 


SS FIRST MEZZANINE SEATS RESERVED + Phone Circle 6-4600 
= Ample Parking Space Rockefeller Center Garage, 48th to 49th Sts., 
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lease to Loew’s, plays some pictures | 
second run, others third. 

The Capitol plays the majority of | 
the top Metro product, with only a) 
few outside films having been bought | 
for the house in the last 10 years, 
when shortage in M-G’s own ex-| 
change arose. Metro has sold a few | 
pictures to the Music Hall in recent 
years but more of late than previ- 
ously due to a backlog resuliant from 
the long-run of ‘Wind’ at the Cap. 

Secondary Metro product goes into 
the Criterion, under a leasing part- 
nership deal with B. S. Moss «Loew's | 
operating), or is offered to other sec- | 
ondary first runs. Before Loew's: 
went into the Crite, the Rialto, inde- | 
pendently operated by Arthur 
Mayer, got most of the Metro !eft- 
overs from the Cap. Rialto since) 
then has found Metro’s shelves pretty 
empty. Occasionally, a Metro dis- 
appointer will first-run in Brooklyn | 
or in the nabes instead of on Broad- : 
way. 

Due to holdovers ordinarily re- 
quiring only a minimum of a com- 
pany’s yearly output, Warner Bros., 
20th-Fox and Paramount, have a 
surplus to offer elsewhere on the 
open market. Metro burns up more 
pictures at the Cap than the other 
major-controlled theatres. but its’ 
overflow is eaten nearly 100°% by its 
own Criterion. 

B'way Showcases ' 

That is not true of the others with 
their own Broadway show-w indows. ! 
What WB does not play at its own | 
Sirand, it spreads around among 
several houses. The Palace «RKO): 
gets some for double bills first-run, 
as does the Rialto indie); Globe and 
Central, independently operated by | 
Harry Brandt, and the Criterion. | 
Occasionally, when ‘A’s pile up, 





Line Up In Trust Suit — 


Continued from page 4 








plus an occasional Universal first- 


| run. 


Monogram and Republic, not a part 
of the U. S. suit, offers its product to 
the highest bidder on downtown 
dates. 


Chains Hold Nearly 100% 





Control of K.C. Theatres, 


Kansas City, Feb. 27. 
Survey of downtown theatres here 
shows all houses chain-operated, 
with the exception of one, the 
Tower, which has an affiliation with 
Fox Midwest. 
Four chains 


are represented 


‘among the six first run houses— 
, Loew's 


(Metro), Paramount, RKO 
and Fox Midwest (affiliated with 
National Theatres and 20th Century- 


_ Fox). 


The town’s largest house, the Mid- 
land, is operated by Loew's. It seats 
over 3,500, regular price policy is 
25c. matinees with 25c. for balcony 


‘evenings and 40c. for lower floor and 


loges. Gets Metro, United Artists, 


;}and Columbia, excepting westerns. 


releases 100%. 

The Newman, 1,000-seater, operated 
by Paramount, gets Paramount 100% 
and 50° Warner. 

The Orpheum,  1,500-seater, 
operated by RKO, gets RKO 100% 
and the First National half of WB. 
Occasionally uses a Monogram re- 
lease. 

The Uptown (1,200 seats) and the 
Esquire (820) both operated by Fox 
Midwest. Recently houses have 
played identical product day-and- 
date. Gets 20th Fox 100% and has 
choice of Universal 100%. Occa- 
sionally use a Republic release. 


The Tower (2,100 seats) was 


Warners sells a picture to the Music| operated by Fox Midwest, but since 
Hall. This included ‘We Are Not last fall has been operated by Barney 
Alone’ during this season and ‘Dark | Joffee, independent, who has a man- 
Victory’ the prior year, plus others | agerial contract with Fox Midwest 
back of that. {and who uses picture product which 

Warner product is spread around /is not absorbed in the Esquire-Up- 
more than that of any other dis-' town situation. This means most of 


tributor. 

What Paramount doesn’t need at 
its own Par, it sells mostly to the 
Criterion. Some strays have gone to 
the Rivoli, independently-operated, 
while currently a firsi-run is at} 
Loew’s second-run State. 

Twentieth-Fox, with Roxy playing 


the B’s from 20th and Universal and 
usually the top Republic product. 
Occasionally has used a Columbia 
release when not used at the Mid- 
land. Occasionally gets an ‘A’ from 
20th and more frequently from Uni- 
versal, as the Fox A’s are preferably 
used in the Esquire-Uptown. 














the cream of its output, on the rest 
favors the Globe and Palace, latter | policy as does the Midland with the 
getting first-runs on double bills with | exception of the Tower which offers 
considerable frequency. RKO’s me-| vaudeville and a feature picture for 
tropolitan circuit has all of 20th-| 25c., eny seat, anytime. 
Fox second-run. A deviation by| Numerically the Midland has ac- 
20th this season was sale of ‘Grapes! cess to the most product. When an 
of Wrath’ to the Rivoli. |overflow occurs here it is usually 
The Music Hall, controlled by the} sold to one of the other houses, In 
Rockefeller-RKO-Radio interests, has i the past year, Columbia product has 


All houses operate on the 25-40c. 





a selective contract with RKO and/ appeared in the Orpheum, and 
Columbia, guaranteeing the playing| Tower besides the Midland. The 
of a fixed number of films, more|Metro reissue, ‘Mutiny on the 


RKOs than Columbias. It shops in| Bounty,’ was exhibited in the New- 
the open market for filler, having man. Currently the long run of 
Played a number of United Artists ‘Gone With the Wind’ in the Mid- 
pictures, plus several Metros recently | jand shifted ‘Congo Maisie’ and ‘I 
and an occasional WB. | Take This Woman’ (the later cur- 
RKO Rejects rently), both Metro releases, to the 

Rejected RKO product is offered | Escuire and Uptown. 
elsewhere, but if not taken by oneof} The Liberty and Regent, both 
the larger houses such as the Roxy | downtown houses, might be called 
or Rivoli, goes into the Rialto or|combination first and second run 
second-run Palace mostly. Criterion | houses. They use the first run west- 
bought one, ‘That’s Right, You’re|¢€mms and combine with second run 
Wrong,’ earlier this season. Col film | general product. Westerns include 
not picked up by the Hall goes most- | those from the majors as well as the 
ly into the Globe, Central or Rialto, | indies. Columbia westerns are -not 
UA’s this season not sold to the Hall] | used in the Midland, nor are Werner 
have gone to the Rivoli and Roxy , Westerns used in the Newman or the 
as first choice; Rialto and Globe as | Orpheum, for example. 
second choice. One was sold to the 
Cap last summer, ‘Four Feathers.’ 

Rivoli, among No. 1 run time in 
this country, this year has a selective 
deal with Universal, getting the bal- 
ance in the open market from UA, 
Par, RKO and 20th-Fox. It appar- 
ently has no access to Metro or War- 
ner pictures or won’t take second- 
choice from Hall after anything is 
offered there. 

What the Riv doesn't take from U 
has been going mostly to the Rialto 





2d Runs Except Arcadia 
Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 

All first and second run theatres 
in Philly, with one exception, are 
operated by the Stanley-Warner 
chain which has first call on 
all product, independent as well as 
major. 

The only indie in the downtown 





this season, others being bought by | sector is Abe Sablosky’s Arcadia, | 


the Globe. 


showing downtown as well as in |The Arcadia also buys individual pic- 
mabes covering all of Paramount,|tures from other distributors. usu- 
Columbia and United Artists pic-|ally on third run and sometimes sec- 
tures, plus half of U’s program. State | ond. 
selects the choice product of these} As for the Warner Bros. houses, 
companies, as do certain nabes. product is set according to the type 
Palace, controlled by RKO, fills; of film (action, dramatic, artistic). 
out double bills with its own (RKO) | The Aldine is the usual showcase for 
pictures desired for that house, pius | first run United Artists product. 
all of 20th-Fox and WB second-run, First and second run houses fol- 
together with the other half of U’s | low: 
output. In addition to full pick of | Aldine (WB) usually plays UA 
these three outputs for second-run | films and when short in this product 
tle Ny gets the aforementioned | plays artistic films, first run. 


RKO, WB and 20th first-run sluffs, Arcadia (Sabiosky) splits Metro 


and Paramount with WB second run 
houses. On rare occasions gets first 
run. Individual picture deals on 
other product. 

Boyd (WB), specializes in romantic 
type of films from any of the majors. 
First run. 

Earle (WB), formerly a vaude- 
filmer, now being used for first runs 
of ‘colossals. Currently showing 
‘Gone.’ 

Fox (WB), specializes in musical 
films. First run. 

Kariton (WB) gets’ second run 





i played by 


after Stanley. Sometimes used for 
first runs of Class B pics. 

Keith's (WB) usually follows the 
Boyd or Aldine on second runs. 

Stanley «WB) first rin of action, 
Class A films usually. 

Stanton «WB) first run of mystery, 
mellers and westerns. Sometimes 
used as second run for Stanley prod- 
uct, 

On some occasions Warners uses 
the Capitol for Class B product or 
films from Republic and other indie 
producers. 

Only other downtown house is the 
| 300-seater Studio, indie, which shows 
' foreign pix almost exclusively. 





L. & J., Loew’s, Indie 
Divvy Films In Atlanta 


Atlanta, Feb. 27. 


Operating control and the product 
the downtown picture 
houses here, selected as one of the 
four keys in the U. S. suit, are as 
follows: 

Grand, owned and operated by 
Loew’s, plays Metro product exclu- 
sively, plus an occasional United 
Artists. The situation is peculiar 
just now because of the extended 
run of ‘Wind’ at this house, picture 
being in its 11th week, and that may 
cause the shifting of more product to 
other stands first-run the same as in 
other keys, including N. Y. Rialto 
and Rhodes are likely to be bene- 
fited. 


seats) of the Lucas & Jenkins-Par 
theatres. Circuit has a representa- 
tive group of uptown, neighborhood 
and small-town houses in this vicin- 
ity. Fox gets the choice of Para- 
mount, Warners and 20th-Fox. 

The Rialto, independently oper- 
ated by W. T. Murray, is Columbia’s 
first-run outlet here. Time is filled 
out through buying an occasional 
Metro not used at the Grand by 
Loew’s itself. Rialto also revives 
various ‘A’ Metros at times. 

Another Lucas & Jenkins first-run 
is the Capitol, which plays Par, 20th 
and Warner product that is not used 
at the Fox. This house also plays 
vaudeville. 

The Rhodes, also in the L. & J. 
setup, getting Metro product second- 
run, has also had some first-run 
Metro pictures recently. 





Bad Spacing 
Continued from page 6 


to the downtown first-run, the ap- 
petite for Stewart might be satisfied 
to the exclusion of the neighbor- 
hood run and vice versa, in which 
cases both runs are suffering. 

An outstanding contention among 
| film showmen is that the public 
doesn't want Charles Laughton as 
ofien as they do other stars. Yet, 
he was at the Rivoli in ‘Jamaica 
Inn’ last fall, then without much 
breathing space reached the Music 
Hall Christmas in ‘Hunchback of 














WB Controls All Philly 1st, | 


| which has a 50-50 split on Metro and | to 
The second-run State gets its own; Paramount second run, and on rare! Par 
(Metro) product following the Cap] occasions (when rejected by War-| 
and has contracts for second-run |ners), first run of these two products. | 


Notre Dame.’ Now, he’s at the Par, 
iN. Y., and on general release in 
| ‘Sidewalks of London.’ That never 
}occurred before with Laughton. 

| Some other instances are shown 
| by the release schedules. 

Bing Crosby, who is permitted to 
|make a singleton annually outside of 
Paramount, goes on general release 
March 22 with ‘Road to Singapore’ 
|(Par) and just a month later, April 
26, becomes available in ‘If I Had 
My Way’ (U). 

Spencer Tracy, at the Music Hall 
this week in ‘I Take This Woman,’ 
release date of which was Feb. 2, 
is ready to be fed to the public again 
| Friday (23) in ‘Northwest Passage.’ 





The Bing Crosby picture, ‘Road 
Singapore’ also affects another 
star, Dorothy Lamour, who is 
with Crosby in this one. While the 
release date of ‘Singapore’ is March 
22, 20th-Fox has set April 19 as 
the date for ‘Dance With the Devil,’ 
also starring Miss Lamour, pictures 
| being just four weeks apart. 


20th’s ‘Fighting Sam’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Darryl] Zanuck closed a deal with 
the widow of Sergt. Sam Dreben, 
war hero, for the screén righis to his 
life story, tentatively titled, ‘Fight- 
ing Sam.’ 
Wiliam Anthony. McGuire has 
been assigned to the screen play. 








Fox is one of the larger (4,500 | 
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swers to questions 1-24 of the Gov- 
ernment interrogatories Wednesday 
(21). Answers of 20th-Fox were as 
informative as any of the others filed 
to date, but Paramount decided that 
11 questions out of 24 were confi- 
dential, and answered none to seven 
others. 

Fox has no fixed indebtedness 
and no current loans of $10,000 or 
over. The company lists the names 
of its largest stockholders: 
| Preferred—Chase National Bank 
‘of N. Y., 487,215 shares; White Weld 





'& Co. 185,719 shares; William 
‘Goetz, 55,283 shares; Joseph M. 
' Schenck, 26,983 shares; Darryl F. 


| Zanuck, 21,945 shares, and 20th Cen- 
| tury-Fox Film Corp., 20,430 shares. 
| Common — Chase Bank, 221,157 
‘shares; General Theatres Equipment 
'Corp., 185,600 shares; William Goetz, 
184,642 shares; Darryl F. Zanuck, 
12,129 shares, and Joseph M. Schenck, 
112,542 shares. 
Fox’s Grosses 

Fox lists its grosses from 1935 to 
11938 as follows: 
| In 1935, gross was $33,919,771 and 
| net profit $2,921,897. 

In 1936, the gross was $44,087,772, 
the dividend from exhibition was 
$1,134,000, and the profit was $7,437,- 
| 209. 

In 1937, the gross was $47,980,451, 
'the dividend from exhibition $1,134,- 
000 and the profit $8,212,535. 

In 1938, the gross was $49,590,246, 
the dividend from exhibition was 
$962,861, and the profit $6,645,416. 

The net worth of Movietonews, 
Inc., as of Sept. 30, 1939, was $2,634,- 
687. 

Some other companies in which 
Fox owns an interest are National 
Theatres Corp., Roxy theatre, Fourth 
Ave. Amus. Co., of Louisville; Fox 
Film Realty Co., Fox Film Realty 
Co. of California, Fox Pico Corp., 
Movietone Music Corp., Surrey Music 
Corp., Sonnenman Music Co., 20th 
Century-Fox Music Corp., and 
Cinema Mercantile. 

Fox lists the grosses and losses of 





In that 


Confabs Start 


Continued from page 53. 





Movietonews since 1935. 
year the gross was $3,098,363 and the 
net loss was $401,188. In 1936 the | 
gross was $3,193,224 and the loss | 
$275,103. In 1937 the gross was $2.- | 
897,656 and the loss $202,057. In 1938 | 
the gross was $2,577,281 and the loss 
$202,057. 
Paramount’s Answer 

Paramount declares it was incor- 
porated in July, 1916. After listing 
16 directors and 14 officers, the com- 
pany skips the next questions until 
it reaches those dealing with stock. 

Paramount was authorized to issue 
188,883 shares of 6% cumulative 
convertible first preferred at a par 
of $100. Outstanding is 144,527 
shares. The total fixed indebtedness 
outstanding is $7,302,000, reduced 
from an amount of $11,133,200 which 
represents amounts due March 1, 
1947, on an issue of 314% convertible 
debentures. 

Names of creditors who have par- 
ticipated in Paramount management 
are Stephen Callahan, a_ director 
since 1935 who represents $250,000 
of 314% debentures due the Allied 
Owners Corp., Harvey D. Gibson, di- 
rector since 1936, representing the 
Manufacturers Trust Co., which 
holds $3,000,000 of the 314% deben- 
tures. Gibson has been a director 
since 1936. Lastly, Maurice Newton, 
representing the Adams Express Co., 








holding 40,000 shares of preferred, 
|} and two separate amounts of $103,- | 
000 and $125,000 of 314% debentures, 
the first due the Adams Express Co., 
and the second an unnamed estate. 
The balance of Paramount's answers 
are either confidential or the answer 
is ‘none.’ 


Frank E. Hollingsworth 


Files vs. Majors in Neb. 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 27. 

Brewing since the first of the year, 
Frank E. Hollingsworth, exhibitor in 
Beatrice, Neb., where he has the 
New Pix and Rialto theatres, suit 
filed in federal court here (23) for 
$78,100 actual damages, which is 
sought in triplicate, $234,300. 

Hollingsworth, formerly a second 
run (Rialto) operator, is ‘victim of 
a plan’ by Metro, RKO, Paramount, 
Universal, United Artists, Republic, 
20th and Fox Midwest, he claims, to 
put him out of business. 

Fox Midwest, his petition claims, 
dropped the New Pix last fall, and 
the distributors, under promise to 
| deliver him film, talked him into 
leasing the Pix, on a rental of $18,000 
,for five years, After spending | 
| $16,000 for equipment, they refused 
to deliver him the film, he charges. | 

One day prior to the filing of the | 
suit, Hollingsworth closed the Pix, | 














announcing i. to be because he could 
not get films to run it. Meanwhile 
he says, the single Fox Midwest the- 
atre, the. Rivoli, has about three 
times as many films bought as it 
ever ran in a single year. 

Fox Midwest, since Hollingsworth 
opened the New Pix, has lowered its 
admissions approximately 30; as 
another. opposition move, he says, 

Legal counsel for Hollingsworth is 
well versed in anti-trust matters, 
They are G. F. Nye, Omaha, one. 
time attorney for the Omaha Film 
Board of Trade, and Paul F. Good, 
former attorney general of Nebraska 
and winner of the protection case 
for William F. Youngclaus several 
years ago, which attracted a lot of 
industry attention. 

Hollingsworth claims that from his 
opening, Oct. 23, 1939, up to now, he 
operated at a lcss of $3,150, and his 
list of damages includes one item 
of $2,750, which he owes in film 
rental to Columbia and Warner Bros, 





Final Hearings In Philly 
Landis Suit On March 25 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 

Final hearings in the suit of the 
Landis theatre, Vineland, N. J., 
against the Stanley-Warner circuit 
and 12 major distributors, will be 
heard before Judge William H. Kirk- 
patrick in U. S. district court, March 
25. The case, one of the most im- 
portant court tests involving the 
picture industry, is the first in which 
an indie has registered a partial vic- 
tory against the majors. 

Judge Kirkpatrick last Nov. 6 
ruled that the defendants were guilty 
of violating the Federal anti-trust 
laws and granted a temporary in- 
junction against the defendants but 
on Feb. 9 the injunction was vacated 
by the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
on the grounds that the hearings had 
not been completed. 

Another indie is reported readying 
a suit against the Warner chain and 
the majors. He is David Milgram, 
head of the Affiliated Theatres, an 
independent chain of 14 houses. Mil- 
gram is seeking a court test on 
whether the first house in a zone 
should be given priority in the mat- 
ter of picture preference. 





$25,000 Suit Vs. Warners 
Aimed By Hartford House 


Hartford, Feb. 27. 

Seeking a preliminary and per- 
manent injunction against Vitagraph, 
Inc., distributors of Warner Bros. and 
First National Pictures, the Windsor 
theatre, in nearby Windsor, Conn. 
has filed a $25,000 suit in New Haven 
superior court, returnable on 
March 11. 

Move is part of a concerted ef- 
fort by Lambert, Inc., owners of the 
theatre, to prevent the Plaza, alo in 
Windsor, from maintaining second 
run privileges granted last month by 
WB. Theatre owners charge that the 
conduct of the distributing agency in 
entering into agreements with ex- 
hibitors for first and second run films 
is ‘inequitable and unconscionable.’ 

Claim a 14-day clearance is too 
much short time for small town 
like Windsor, where they insist the 
period should be one of several 
months. Plaza and Windsor are the 
only two houses in the town. 





Major Cos. Gain Victory 


In Tenn. Anti-Trust Case 


Nashville, Feb. 27. 

Major film companies won 8 
double-barreled victory here yester- 
day (Monday) in the Governments 
anti-trust suit in which they are 
coupled with the Crescent Amuse€- 
ment Co. They were granted a re- 
quest for a bill of particulars and 
that a portion of the Governments 
complaint be tossed out. ’ 

U. S. District Judge Elmer Davies 
ordered held up, in effect, any fur- 
ther action in the suit for at least 
90 days. He gave the Government 
45 days in which to furnish the pat- 
ticulars asked and the defendants 
another 45 days after that to file 
answers, , 

Denying the Federal attorney® 
plea to overrule the distributors 
motions for bills of particulars, Judge 
Davies held that the defendants 
were within their rights in making 
the request. He granted 75 separate 
requests by companies having the- 
atre affiliztes and denied 49. NON” 
theatre-holding defendants, United 
Artists, Columbia and Universe: 
were successful in 66 demands 2P 
had 61 refused. 
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, os Judges William Handley and 
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Cincy, Balto's Film 





Active; Theatre-Exchange Moves: 


1940 


Social Clubs 





Cincy Filmites Social 


Cincianet, ve. _. 
irst annual stag dinner and enter- 
ghee of the Cinema Club_ of 
Kincy, held Friday (23) in the Va- 
ety club, Netherland Plaza, drew 
495 members and guests at $2.50 per 
head, Grou is composed of film 
lesmen and office men of local ex- 
changes and has benevolent aims. 
akers were: Mayor Jim Stewart 


. Dixon. 
eo . Arthur Frudenfeld, chief 
barker of Variety club Tent No. 3, 


ling a delegation of 25 or 
is ce. for the Variety Clubs of 
America pow-wow in Dallas, April 


than 400 exhibitors and 
desmen sl nd iy! dis- 

i jill attend a testimonial dinner 
trict Milly Bein in the Netherland 
Plaza hotel March 4. Bein, for years 
a film row fixture locally, recently 
gold his poster exchange to Adver- 
tising Accessories, Inc., of New York, 
with which he has accepted an ex- 
ecutive position, necessitating re- 


location. 


Balto Variety’s Iron Lung 
Baltimore, Feb. 27. 

Variety club here garnered consid- 
erable front-page mention last week 
when it announced the purchase of 
in iron lung for the city. Death of 
borothy Thater, 23, after 48 hours of 
effort by artificial respiration by 
local fremen and police, and an iron 
lung rushed in from Washington, 
aw local need for appliance ap- 
arent. Similar apparatus at Johns 
Hopkins hospital is not mobile and 
was occupied by another patient at 
time of Miss Thater’s illness. 

J. Louis Rome is chief barker of 
local tent. 


Eddie Burke Back on B’way 


Eddie Burke, manager of Loew’s 

elba, Brooklyn, shifted to Loew’s 
tate on Broadway to handle that 
ouse in the absence of Al Rosen. 

tter is at home under treatment 
for minor complications resulting 
from havine returned to his State 
managerial post too early on top of 
a serious operation. 

Unexpected that Rosen will re- 
quire further surgery. Before hav- 
ing been appointed manager of the 
Melba, Burke was assistant mgr. at 
the State and prior to that a house 
manager at the Roxy. 


-20. 
More 
cinema tra 











Mason Out of Politics 

St. John, N. B., Feb. 27. 
N. W. Mason, 77 year old veteran 
exhib, of New Glasgow, N. S., has 
retired from politics, after six years 
as a councillor and four as the 
mayor. He decided not to run for 
reelection to the mayoralty. He 
pereiee two picture houses in New 
lasgow; Roseland and Academy, 

and is a pioneer as a pix screener. 
R. S. Roddick, manager of the 
Capitol, Halifax, N. S., serving as 
ambassador of good will for Famous 
Players in addressing service clubs 


council to issue him a permit to build 
and operate a neighborhood theatre. 
Donahue claims that he applied first 
in the same neighborhood and if any 
permit is issued it should be to him. 
The council is on record to refuse 
to allow any further theatre con- 
struction here, holding that the town 
already is considerably overseated. 
If Donahue or Gillman is success- 
ful in the present fight it’s indicated 
that anywhere from half to a dozen 
otf neighborhood theatres would be 
uilt, 





Philly Shorts 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
Mrs. Edna M, Carroll, chairman 
of the Pennsylvania Board of Cen- 
sors, back from a two-week stay in 
Hollywood where she inspected the 
film plants. 

Ted Schlanger, chief of Stanley- 
Warner theatres here, honor guest 
at birthday party by the Variety 
Club Saturday night. 

Showmen’s Club planning to move 
from its present headquarters at the 
St. James Hotel to the Broadwood 
in order to be nearer to Vine street 
film row, 

Two hundred members of the 
Variety Club attended ‘Streets of 
Paris’ last week in honor of Abbott 
and Costello. 

The Rio, Chester, 
more than four months, 
under management of Mrs. 
Phillips. 


shuttered for 
reopened 
Rose 





Trials of a Canadian Exhib 


Regina, Feb. 27. 

Nat Rothstein, Saskatchewan ex- 
hibitor, has closed his theatre at Yel- 
lowknife, Northwest Territories. It 
was one of Canada’s most northerly 
theatres. 

Population of the mining town 
jumped to 1,000 but the boom died 
down and now there are barely more 
people in the town than the 300-seat 
capacity of the theatre. Further dif- 
ficulty was said to have been ex- 
perienced in the new policy of film 
exchange to restrict the quantity of 
prints to be shipped to remote set- 
tlements because of the films which 
would be tied up over a period of 
weeks or months. 

Hon. E. M. Culliton, provincial secre- 
tary, the minister under whose juris- 
diction lies operation and licensing 
of theatres in Saskatchewan, has 
been anpointed a second lieutenant 
in the Royal Canadian Army Service 
Corps and will leave for active serv- 
ice after the current sittings of the 
Saskatchewan legislature. 





Schine Shifts 
Glens Falls, N. Y., Feb. 27. 

Milton Schosberg, Schine rep and 
manager of the Rialto, announces the 
following managerial changes: Her- 
bert Levy, manager of the Empire, 
transferred to the Strand, Hudson 
Falls: Lee Stern of Rochester to suc- 
ceed Levy as manager of the Em- 
pire; Garson Jaffa, manager of the 
Strand, to go to the Schine, Cortland, 
N.Y 





and olher organizations on the pix 
industry. 


John J. O’Connor Drive 


Metropolitan New York theatres 

of the RKO chain will stage a ‘John 
J. O'Connor Month’ March 7 to April 
10 as a tribute to the v.p. and g.m. of 
the circuit. The five division man- 
agers, Charles B. McDonald, Louis 
Goldberg, H. Russell Emde, Sol 
Schwartz and James Brennan, will 
compete for the best results. 
- Fred Meyers, in charge of all film 
buying for RKO, and Harry Mandel, 
advertising-publicity head, are chair- 
men of the drive, details of which 
were set at a meeting Friday (23). 





RKO’s Late Deals 
: Cleveland, Feb. 27. 
RKO's 1939-40 product has been 


told on late deals locally to the As- | 
ociated circuit of 32 houses and the | 


efkowich-Greenberger chain of 16. 

Eddie McEvoy, district manager 
headquartering here and George 
efko, Cleveland branch manager, 
negotiated the sales. 

Three Warner appoint ent. made 
by Nat Holt since reccnt death of 
paney Dannenberg, former adver- 
gising and publicity director for WB 
Ouses in Ohio. Emrnanue’ C. Pearl]- 
stein taking over his post, with David 

chner as his first assistant and 
megaphgnist far Hippodrome, War- 
her's age house here. Arnold Na- 
anson made second assistant. 


To Raze RKO 7th St., Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Feb, 27. 
P The RKO Seventh St. theatre, 
ormerly the Orpheum and onetime 
& al home of bigtime vaudeville, 
Rie now leased and operated by Bill 
son as a subsequent-run film 
‘ ee, has passed into the hands of 
e Benz Bros., owners of the Palace 
fee other Twin City theatre proper- 





- They plan to tear down the show- 
3 see and erect in its place a com- 
ination store and garage building 
Within 90 days. 

th _ iH. Donahue has intervened in 
ae court action brought by Irving 
illman, et al, to compel the city 





| *vood Peeve 


Continued from page 1 


| 
ithings on the Communists. — His 


lname is Bioff. He calls me a Com- 
munist because I made two trips to 
‘Sacramento to urge the Governor 
(to sign his extradition, However, I 
'think Mr. Dies might do better if 
he would probe Bioff's activities.’ 











that the meeting represented 44 or- 
| ganizations engaged in picture mak- 
ing. He asserted that Hollywood 
|does not understand Dies because it 
| has been unable to find out what 
| Dies stands for. 


Screen Writers Guild, at open 
| board meeting Monday (26) night, 


announced its decision to draft a 
statement replying to the Die ’ Com- 
munist charges. 





Drive-In Petting 


Continued from page lw 











the situation may 


determine how 
best be met. 
Another ‘menace’ considered at the 
regional meeting was the growing 
practice of transient exhibs with 
16 mm. outfits coming into towns 
that don’t boast theatres of 
‘own, taking over the public square, 
slapping a temporary screen up 
against the wall of a convenient 
building and putting on what passes 
for a show which is interrupted 
every few minutes to show adver- 
'tising slides paid for by local busi- 
'ness men. Not only is it a gyp for 
'the merchants, according to the 
| regular exhibs, but it keeps a lot of 
| townspeople in their home burg in- 





Stewart, who presided, explained | 


their | 
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Open Shop 


——____- Continued from page 7 








feature editors from a minimum of 
$100 to $110 per week; editors of 
shorts and serials from $75 to 82.50 
| per week; recording editors from $70 
| to $77 per week, and assistant edi- 
tors from $1 an hour to $1.10. 


Film extras are turning thumbs 
down on the proposal of the Screen 
Actors Guild to give them complete 
autonomy through a separate local. 
SAG headquarters has been swamped 
with receipt of hundreds of telephone 
calls, letters, wires and petitions 
protesting any change in the present 
setup between the Class A and Class 
B memberships. The SAG board of 
directors has passed the buck to the 
SAG Council, stating members of 
that body had expressed a desire 
of extras to govern their own affairs. 


Following receipt of a flood of 
protests, SAG leaders announced no 
autonomy plan would be put into 
effect until it was approved by both 
the Class A and Class B members. 
Hundreds of extras who contacted 
the Guild were told: 

‘The board of directors acted after 
discussions with members of the 
Class B Council, elected by the ex- 
tras as their representative body. 
Some members of the Class B Coun- 
cil indicated they wanted to run_the 
affairs of extras. The board of di- 
rectors is complying with the 
Council members’ expressed wish. 
Extras should direct further in- 
quiries to their Council.’ 


Demand Heim Suit Tried 


‘Mr. Heim, an extra, is not seeking 
a separate union for extras; he is 
seeking control of the Screen Actors 
Guild. The Heim suit will go 
straight ahead. In spite of the un- 
warranted drain it causes on the 
funds of Guild members, the Guild 
wants the suit tried. 

‘The plan to be drafted for extras 
self-government will take some time. 
It will be effective only after mem- 
bers vote for it. The decision of the 
board of directors to give extras an 
entirely separate organization was 
carefully considered, and the Guild 
feels certain that the Class A mem- 
bership (actors) will vote for it. The 
Guild has some doubt whether the 
Class B membership (extras) will 
vote for it. The Guild hopes the 
Class B membership will vote for it. 


board of directors is merely carry- 
ing out the provisions of its by-laws 
by giving the extras the right to a 
separate union, whenever 51% of the 
members vote for such a union, 

‘A majority of the extras never 
has petitioned for a separate union, 
A small group of extras has insistent- 
ly clamored against the present 
Guild organization, In view of this 
situation the Guild board has de- 
cided to prepare a definite plan for 
separation of actors and extras, and 
will give the membership an oppor- 
| tunity to vote upon the plan.’ 

Paul A. Dodd, associate professor 
of economics at the University of 
California at Los Angeles, has been 
employed to aid the Producer-Screen 
Actors Guild Standing Committee, 
which is making a survey of the eco- 
nomic condition of extras. Professor 
Dodd has served as mediator in sev- 
eral capital-labor disputes on the 
Coast. Members of the Standing 
Committee are Stewart McKee, 
chairman: Murray Kinnell, SAG, and 
| William Holman, for the producers. 

Approximately $30,000 in back pay 
will be handed out by major studios 
| this week to members of the Screen | 
| Publicists Guild under an agreement 
|inked with the studio flacks. Con- | 
tract is retroactive to Oct. 9, which | 
means that senior members, entitled | 





‘In taking this action the Guild : 





‘to a minimum salary of $100 per | 


| week, will draw several hundred 
| dollars in back pay. 

| Basic agreement with the SPG was 
signed yesterday (Monday) by War- 
iner Bros.. RKO and Hal Roach. 
|Other majors are expected to sign 


today. 


‘2FOR-1 10c INDIE 
IRKS MPLS. EXHIBS 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 

Local film exchanges have been re- 
quested by competing Gateway dis- 
trict exhibitors not to service the 
Stockholm, dime  double-feature 
house, which is putting out two-for- 
one tickets and holding cash gift 
nights. The only major distributor 
which has been refusing to sell it is 
Metro. 

Competing exhibitors sert that 
people hang around the Stockholm 














boxoffice with the two-for-one tick- 
ets and ask prospective patrons to | 
use these tickets and get them a free 





| stead of driving over to the neigh- 
| boring city: which has a real theatre. 


admission, or two for a dime. 


Femmes Have Their Say 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 


First time femmes will participate 
in discussions of Independent The- 
atre Owners at a regular meeting 
will be when 20th-Fox execs are 
hosts to indies at a meeting-lunch- 
eon-preview (28) at the Westwood 
studio. 

Business session will last one hour, 
with upwards of 100 unaffiliated the- 
atre owners and their wives expected 
to participate. 











Jas. Roosevelt 


——__- Continued from page 4 











soundfilms. Roosevelt organization 
agreed to produce six to eight pic- 
tures per week, each running from 
two and a half to three minutes. 

Deal calls for a separate company, 
owned jointly by Globe and Mills, 
to lease automatic projectors and 
film to restaurants, drugstores, cock- 
tail bars, railroad depots, bus stations 
and other places with a heavy 
transient trade. 

Plan is to issue both 35 mm. and 
16 mm, films, with the latter size 
predominating. The 16 mm. reels, 
tried out at world’s fairs, have been 
found more adaptable for automatic 
projection. 

Production of the non-theatrical 
films will be handled by the Roose- 
velt company in addition to its pro- 
gram of release for United Artists. 
Tentatively, the plan is to make the 
subjects on a dime-in-the-slot basis, 
although it may wind up as a nickel 
movement. At a dime a throw, it is 
figured that the projectors can gross 
$75 a week in busy locations, 

Mills Novelty is one of the world’s 
largest manufacturers and distribu- 
tors of coin machines, including au- 
tomatic pianos, phonographs, violanos 
and one-arm ‘bandits.’ It has out- 
lets through franchise-holders all 
over the country and can place the 


‘HORWITZ COUNTERSUES. 
CLEVE. EXHIBS ASS’N 


Cleveland, Feb. 27. 

Suspended and sued for non-pay- 
ment of dues and assessments by the 
Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors 
Association, M. B. Horwitz, indie ex- 
hib and former treasurer of it, is 
filing a countersuit asking for a 
special audit of books and dissolu- 
tion of the association. 


‘It’s the principle involved, not the 

money, which amounts to only about 
$4,000,” said Horwitz, leader of an 
insurrection that has pulled six other 
indie operators out of the organiza- 
tion. ‘I am willing to pay it if the 
CMPEA will show me, in an ac- 
counting at my own expense, where 
the monies paid in prior to my term 
as treasurer (1938-39) went and if it 
was spent properly.’ 
; Similar demand was made by him 
in a recent suit but, he said, figures 
revealed then by association in court 
were ‘irreconcilable.’ Since that 
scrimmage against what he calls the 
‘Big Four circuits attempting to dom- 
inate the Cleveland field,’ he has 
pulled his ads for the Haltnorth, 
Globe, Astor and Heights houses out 
of the association’s setup. Another 
aftermath was Horwitz’s resignation 
Feb. 6 from the Independent The- 
atre Owners Association of Ohio 
after being treasurer six years after 
. fight about the Cleveland situa- 
ion. 


His walkout from CMPEA was 
followed by Frank Gross, Dave 
Shulman, Myran Kaplan and Sam 
Fine, also rebellious indies, who 
were suspended and are being sued 
for back dues and assessments. As- 
sociation making March 23 as dead- 
line to answer suits. 








TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
‘Honeymoon the Three’ is release 
tag on ‘Occasionally Yours’ at 





soundfilm projectors as fast as they 
can be manufactured. Recently they 
dickered with Warners for the 16 
mm, rights to Vitaphone shorts, but 
the deal failed to jell. 


Warners. 
Lee Garmes switched from ‘And 
So Goodbye’ to ‘Beyond Tomorrow.’ 
Columbia’s ‘Escape from the Big 


| House’ resumed its original title, 
|‘Men Without Souls.’ 
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THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT TH. 


THEATRES 











CONE WITH 
THE WIND 


While these engagements are limited, 
G WT W will not be shown except gt 
advanced prices. , . at least until 1941. 






















ASTOR Daily 2:15, 8:15. Priceg 
Bwayh45th MATINEES (Exe. Sat., 
All Seats Sun., Hol.) 7e to $1.16. 
Reserved EVENINGS $1.10 — 92.20. 


e 

CAPITOL Come in at any time and see an 

B’way&5ist entire show, Last presentation 

pA an starts at 9 P. M. PRICKS: Before 
10:30 


P. M. (3 P. M, Sat., Sun. & 
fol.) Orch. & Bal. 75c: Lowes 
$1.10. After6 P.M. (2 P, M. Set., 
Sun. & Hol.) Orch. & Bal. $1.10; 
Loges $1.65, All Pricesincludetax 


Cont. Per. 

formancées 

Ne Reserved 
Seats 













TIMES 
SQUARE 


PARAMOUNT 
“SEVENTEEN | “ouenss 


GLENN 
A Peremevat Picture with 


JACKIE COOPER 
BETTY FIELD 


Midnite Screen 
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AND HIS BAND 
ANDREWS SISTERS 
Shows 
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cry MUSIC HALL 
“ABE LINCOLN 
IN ILLINOIS” 


with RAYMOND MASSEY 
Spectacular Stage Productions 

















Starts Thu 
Feb, 20°” 
“HIS GIRL 
FRIDAY” 


Last Times Wed. 
“THE LIGHT 
THAT FAILED” 


en ee 


In Person 
Richard Himber 
and Orch, | 
Others 


| 





In Person 


‘ TED LEWIS 





HELD OVER 


"THE GRAPES 
OF WRATH" 


uNiTeR RIVOLI 


Broad 
ARTIST oth By, 
Doers Open 9:30 A.M, 


at 49th St. 
MIDNITE SHOWS 





















“If there is: 
anything more \ 
breath-takingly ex- 
citing and thrilling, | 


should like te see it!” 
World: Telegram 
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TUCKER 


Nick Long, dr. « Sibyl 
Bowan *Lowe, Hite & 
Stanley » Ben Vost’s 12 
New Vorkers: 
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WEBS BRACE FOR UNPLEASANTNESS 








IN STILL-HAZY MONOPOLY DOCUMENT 


But Whatever the Recommendations Congress Not 


Expected to Consider 


Them Before 1941—May 


Ask for Less Web Power Over Affiliates 





Washington, Feb. 27. 


Jittery because of an undiminish- 
ing flow of ‘inside tips’ and forecasts 
radio industry is still without any 
real hint of what the FCC’s chain- 
monopoly investigating committee 
will say in its expected report. 
Document generally is expected to 
consist largely of unpleasant rec- 
ommendations and painful criticism. 

Latest of the many deadlines, ac- 
cording to persistent rumors in trade 
quarters, is March 1, although there 
is nothing to indicate the long- 
awaited findings will be submitted 
this week. On the contrary, every- 
one at the Commish with knowledge 
of the situation says it is wholly in- 
definite when the report will be sub- 
mitted. Stern denials that the 
probers have finished digesting the 
mountain of evidence came from the 
FCC this week. 

Close scrutiny of the contractual 
relationship between chains and af- 
fillates—with or without new legis- 
lation prohibiting networks from 
owning or operating stations, requir- 
ing webs to obtain separate licenses, 
or forcing them to make service 
available to any station which wants 
their features—is widely expected. 
The chain execs here are steeled for 
any kind of shock, while ‘professing’ 
to be as much in the dark as any- 
body about what the committee has 
in mind. 

The report is expected to em- 
phasize the need of much new legis- 
lation and to point out that the FCC 
lacks authority under the 1934 statute 
to deal with any number of situa- 
tions and conditions that it feels may 
not be ‘in the public interest.’ Be- 
cause Congress has plenty of work 
for the remainder of the session and 
lawmakers are anxious to get away 
at the earliest moment to prepare 
for the campaign, none of the listen- 
ing post occupants feel there is any 
chance that the suggestions and 
recommendations will be translated 
into amendments to the law this ses- 
sion, 

For the past eight months there 
has been almost a rumor a week 
that the committee has decided this 
or that. Also repeated whispers that 
the report will be unveiled on some 
particular date, always within a 
fortnight or so. But there still is 
nothing concrete. 


The Question: ‘When’? 


Latest supposedly authentic info is 
that the committee draft has been 
ogled by White House advisors and 
found satisfactory. This not borne 
out, however, by the most thorough 
check. Most industry representatives 
are still waiting for news, and offi- 
cial sources are unanimous in deny- 
ing all reports that the document 
has been completed or that opinions 
have crystallized. A Commission 
(26) 
that it will be some time yet before 
the committee—headed by Commis- 
sioner Thad H. Brown and compris- 
ing Chairman James L. Fly and 
Commissioners Paul A. Walker and 
Fred L. Thompson—will be in a po- 
sition to lay anything before their 


spokesman declared Monday 


colleagues. 


Chief concern is what the com- 
mittee will say about networks. 
Most of the emphasis was placed on 
the contractual relations, primarily 
the technique used to minimize 
competition and to insure the maxi- 
important 
During the six months of 
showed 
greatest interest in the degree of 
freedom allowed affiliates to carry 
local programs and sell time on their 
Everybody anticipates some 
strong criticism of the practices by 
which the webs get first call on the 
most desirable hours and forbid af- 
filiates to take any other program 


mum audience in each 
market. 
hearings, 


the committee 


own. 


service to fill in unused periods. 


There is no doubt that several 
Commish members feel the webs 
must be subjected to stringent super- 

Perhaps outright regula- 
Comments on numerous oc- 


vision. 
tion. 
casions in the past year warrant ex- 


pectation that the report will urge 


Congress to give the FCC authority 
to lay down rules covering the way 
webs function and forcing every 
chain to obtain a special type of 
permit. It will be no surprise if the 
report recommends that Congress 
deny networks the right to own or 


operate any transmitters, although 
the probers might be willing to per- 
mit each chain to maintain one ‘key’ 
station. 

Any report to this effect will cause 
a major upset. Especially since NBC 
and CBS over the last five years 
have been trying to parallel each 
other, getting their own outlet in 
each major city and increasing their 
m. and o. station holdings consider- 
ably by purchases and leases. Chief 
activity along this line has been by 
CBS, which snared KNX, Los An- 
geles, and then hit a stone wall 
trying to acquire control, either op- 
erating or legal, of WOAI, San An- 
tonio; WAPI, Birmingham; and 
KSFO, San Francisco. 

' Discouragement of multiple owner- 
ship, by individuals as well as by 
networks, is generally ariticipated. 
The committee may go so far as to 
suggest Congress forbid any licensee 
to have an interest in more than one 
transmitter. It is taken for granted 
the report will indorse the idea of 
not allowing any present owner to 
acquire another outlet in the area 
covered by the plant he now pos- 
sesses. How far the probers will go 
in advocating restrictions is one of 
the chief conundrums which indus- 
try watchers are trying to solve. 
Exclusivity 


Since the law now allows the FCC 
to adopt rules for the regulation of 
chain broadcasting, it is felt prob- 
able the committee will suggest some 
sort of standards for networks. These 
presumably would relate to the 
amount of program service supplied 
affiliates, discourage exclusive con- 
tracts—allowing any member plant 
to sign up with more than one web, 
as was strongly urged by Mutual 
during the hearings—and main- 
tenance of more than one hookup by 
the same company, and perhaps limit 
the number of clear-channel outlets 
that might be embraced in a single 
combination. The FCC engineers 
have been greatly concerned about 
duplicatio.. of service to listeners in 
various sections, while the lawyers 
are worried about sufficient compe- 
tition. 

The probers are known to be quite 
concerned about the way adver- 
tising revenues are divvied. Recom- 
mendation for supervision of con- 
tractual relations undoubtedly will 
touch on the matter of giving affili- 
ates a bigger return and spreading 
the income more widely over the 
whole industry. Rate regulation is 
not possible under the law as it 
stands, in the view of al] industry 
lawyers, because Congress specifically 
Said that broadcasting is not to be 
considered in the ‘common carrier’ 
category of communication. But the 
FCC, by assuming authority to pass 
on agreements between the webs and 
their affiliates, could compel differ- 
ent practices and fiscal policies. 








WSB Switch Denied 


Recurrent report that James 
M. Cox, the new owner of WSB, 
Atlanta, proposed to switch the 
station’s affiliation to CBS was 
flatly denied by James M. Cox, 
Jr., in a wire from Miami Mon- 
day (26). 

He termed the report ‘untrue’ 
and added, ‘we are proceeding 
according to contract with NBC.’ 


PALEY SELLING 
100,000 CBS 
SHARES 


Columbia Broadcasting System, 
Inc., filed a registration. statement 
with the Securities & Exchange 
Commission last week covering a 
proposed sale of 100,000 shares of 
CBS stock by president William S. 
Paley. After he has disposed of 
these shares, Paley still will own 
348,636 shares or more than 20% of 
the company’s outstanding stock. Of- 
ficial explanation for sale is that 
Paley wishes to diversify his per- 
sonal holdings. 

The statement mentions that Paley 
has entered into a new pact with 
CBS to continue as president for a 
new five-year term starting Jan. 1 
next year. It is proposed that the 
100,000 shares by the registration 
statement will be offered to the pub- 
lic by a banking group. Though the 
offering price has not yet been an- 
nounced, it is expected to be at the 
market which has been around 
$24.50 for both Class A and B shares. 

Company showed net income of 
$5,001,529 for the past year. 


GEORGE JESSEL’S 3-13 
JUMP FOR VITALIS 


George Jessel starts his second 
year for Vitalis next Thursday (7), 
and in the 52 weeks took the pro- 
gram from a 3 to a 13 rating. 

Comedian-m.c. is set for another 
year and three months. 


Radio Sales Tosses One 


Radio Sales, Inc., CBS subsid, 
tossed a cocktail party to agency 
men at the Ambassador hotel yester- 
day afternoon (Tuesday). Cited rea- 
son was to have them meet RS’ local 
time peddlers, etc., in a group and 
undisguised by brief cases, easel 
folios and success-story compilations. 

Merle Jones, King Horton, Al 
Josyln were in town. 





























Blackett-Sample-Hummert’s New 
York office is being put through a 
general shakeup. Already out are 
some account execs, dncluding Jack 
Bissell, while Lester Schroeder, 
whose media buying embraces radio 
time, has handed in his resignation. 
Schroeder has been with this agency 
for over two years. B-S-H recently 
lost the Shinola and Bubble Gum 
accounts. 

Agency’s presentations to Amer- 
ican Home and Sterling Products for 
the auxiliary expenditure of around 
$3,000,000 a year for radio are still 
in process of analysis and study by 
the two accounts. Some of this busi- 
ness has already been placed on 
Elliott Roosevelt’s Texas State Net- 
work to which the president’s son 
has returned since the Transconti- 
nental episode. It amounts to three 
quarter hours a day for five days 
a week. 

Decision on the placement of the 











Changes At Blackett-Sample-Hummert 


Accounts Execs Affected—$3,000,000 in Billings Still 
To Be Carved Up 
a 





KAYE CAN STAY 


If He Promises to Be in N. Y. Every 
Monday 








Sensation cigarets (Lorillard) is 
negotiating for a renewal of Sammy 
Kaye’s contract. Closing of the deal 
for another 13 weeks is contingent 
on Kay guaranteeing to be on hand 
in New York for all his broadcasts 
(NBC Monday nights). Lennen & 
Mitchell is the agency. 


It had been the original intention 
of the series not to use the same 
band more than 13 weeks but Kaye 
developed such a good rating that 
Lorillard decided to keep him on. 
a latest individual C.A.B. gave him 
a 8.1. 





Edgar Kobak, Lord & Thomas v.p., 
and the missus stopping off in 





Georgia to visit relatives on their 


general American Home and Sterling | way back to New York from a Flor- 
business is expected within a week. ! ida vacation. 


Not Dealing 


a 


—— 


With Children 





teous but pointedly short. 


Agent for a comic now on the payroll of another agency called on 
J. Walter Thompson last week with an announcement that his client 
would be available for another sponsor next season, provided the show 
was confined to a half hour, The reception the agent got was cour. 


‘Who do you think you're kidding?’ the Thompson exec demanded. 
‘You know your man has no intention of leaving his present spot. A}) 
you're looking for is a bid from elsewhere that you could use to get a 
raise for your man’s next contract.’ 














iar ER A EE ATED Sit tie 


SLIGHT ERROR 


100,000 Wrappers Had Wrong Radio 
Program Time Mentioned 








Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 


Mix-up between McCann-Erickson 
outfit and station WWSW here last 
week found 100,000 NBC-baked 
bread wrappers heralding Martin 
Block’s .Make-Believe ballroom up 
a tree. Agency had time of program 
listed at 11-11:30 a. m., schedule it is 
supposed to have bargained for in 
original deal, only to discover that 
half-hour was and had been for 
years the property of Warner 
Brothers’ ‘Footlights and Stardust’ 
daily program. 

Frantic efforts were made by both 


-WWSW and McCann-Erickson to get 


Warners to switch time, so wrappers 
could be used, but theatre circuit in- 
sisted that would entail an addi- 
tional expense of $125 weekly to 
musicians and operators. WB said 
it would be okay with them if some- 
body would foot that bill, but neither 
the station nor the agency was will- 
ing. As a result times for both pro- 
grams stay as is, and the 100,000 
wrappers have no place to go. 


NAB, READYING 
DIGEST OF ITS 
CODE 


Washington, Feb. 27. 


New treatment for broadcasters is 
in the last stages of preparation in 
the latest NAB move to bring about 
understanding of the _ industry’s 
moral code. In the meantime, the 
trade body compliance committee is 
expected to gather sometime next 
month or early in April to hand down 
some more interpretations and pass 
on complaints. 

With nothing of great importance 
occurring since the last session of 
the enforcement group before Christ- 
mas, headquarters staff has made a 
digest of correspondence, rulings, ad- 
vice, and decisions—supplementing 
the formal opinions on such touchy 
issues as Dr. Francis E. Townsend, 
Rev. Charles E. Coughlin, and Judge 
Rutherford—which are undergoing 
scrutiny before release for guidance 
of member stations. The summaries 
of what has been done since the 
creed was rubber-stamped at At- 
lantic City are rounded out by a 
number of new answers, none of 
major significance. 


Chief question seemingly bother- 
ing code signers in recent months 
is related to politics. When the sta- 
tions are free to collect for time 
used by orators and how long they 
should go on tight-roping in giving 
gratis time for discussion on contro- 
versial public questions stili has 
some proprietors baffled. Now that 
the pre-primary campaigns are gain- 
ing momentum, most of the mail of 
any particular moment deals with 
selling time for speeches of would- 
be office-holders, In most instances, 
the NAB is unable to make any 
blanket ruling, because state laws 
and local customs must be con- 
sidered, and the interpretations of 
last November are the only general 
yardsticks. 











Harry Johnson, Wheaties 


Spieler, Dies in Omaha 
Omaha, Feb. 27. 

Harry Johnson, for the past five 
years sports announcer for KOIL 
here along with KFAB-KFOR, Lin- 
coln, died last week after a long ill- 
ness of lympathic leukemia. During 
his stay with these stations, which 
comprise the Central States -Broad- 
casting System, Johnson had handled 
play-by-play baseball for Wheaties 
along with other sports duties. 


Johnson had previously worked on 
Sports desk of the Omaha Bee- 





News. 








warren 


SAN FRANCISCO 
CONVENTION 
AUG. 4 


—— 


Washington, Feb. 27, 

This year’s industry conclave wil] 
be held at San Francisco the week 
of Aug. 4, considerably later than 
usual, NAB directors decided last 
week. Choice of headquarters hotel 
has not been made. Possibility of an 
organized tour of national parks and 
other scenic areas by the bulk of the 
delegates is being explored. With 
the railroads offering again low 
rates for roundabout trips, NAB is 
trying to arrange bookings from 
Chicago that would include consider 
able sight-seeing either going or 
coming. 


Arrangements committee will be 
headed by Howard Lane of KFBK, 
Sacramento, the director for the 15th 
District. Late opening was oc- 
casioned by the unusual delay of 
Republican and Democratic com- 
mittees in picking time for their 
nominating conventions. Because of 
the amount of air traffic expected 
out of the G.O.P. shindig at Phila- 
delphia and the Democratic sessions 
at Chicago, the radio group felt it 
would be unwise to hold the meet- 
ing in June or July, as has been the 
custom for a long period. 


WRITER HUGH WILEY 
LOSES SUIT VS. NBC 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 

Hugh Wiley, radio writer, lost an 
infringement suit against the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. in San Fran- 
cisco this week when Federal judge 
A. F. St. Sure ruled against his 
claim that the NBC had infringed 
on his rights by using a character 
known as ‘Wildcat’ on a radio pro- 
gram. Wiley had claimed that the 
character was lifted from his stories 
without his permission. 

Claiming that NBC made $125,000 
from the use of his character, Wiley 
sought accounting and damages. 
Judge St. Sure ruled that he had not 
been damaged and that he must pay 
the costs of the suit. 











CBS Workshop to Coast 
For 1 Program a Month 


Columbia Workshop, the original 
highbrow venture into the drammer 
by CBS, will go to Hollywood for 
One program each month under & 
new policy. 

This will permit Workshop alumni 
Irving Reis and William N. Robson 
to do a radio fun-piece once every 
other month. 


Dale Baxter a Suicide 


Baxter Pickering, 42, who wrote 
radio scripts under the name of Dale 
Baxter, committed suicide by gas in 
his New York home last Friday (23). 
Pickering scripted and conducted 
‘It’s Up to You,’ a quiz program, on 
NBC last year. He had also had pro- 
grams on WMCA and WNEW, N. Y» 
and written for recorded shows. 

Mrs. Pickering, who did her hus- 
band’s secretarial work, discovered 
the body on arriving from Ronkon- 
koma, L. I., where she lived with her 
daughter. Pickering used the city 
apartment as his writing studio. 

He was born in England. 














Robert Myers in Hospital 
Robert P. Myers, of NBC's legal 
staff, is recovering from an appendix 
operation performed at the United 
Hospital, Portchester, N. Y., Feb. 7 
He will be going home at the en 
of this week. 
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‘}SCAP RAPS WALB. 
FOR'SOFTSOAPING 


Pheonix, Ariz., Feb. 27. 

The State of Montana’s roving war- 
rant finally caught up with Gene 
Buck here last Thursday (22) caus- 
ing the head of ASCAP much irrita- 
tion and his friends much work be- 
cause of the Washington Birthday 
closure of all banks. Buck was in 
sheriff's custody six hours. Once the 
bail bond was arranged this phase 
was ended but not the rancor that 
the serving of the document caused. 
ASCAP official, who was here for a 
sunning after a recent illness, was 
plenty indignant at being ‘treated 
like John Dillinger.’ 

Governor R. T. Jones of Arizona 
ridiculed the Montana charges and 
refused to entertain any thought of 
extradition. He stated he failed to 
gee where notice of copyright in- 
fringement filed against music users 
constituted ‘extortion.’ (Mayor La- 
Guardia of New York City about two 
months ago twitted the N. Y. Police 
for ‘even considering’ a telegraphic 
request from Montana to arrest 
ASCAP officials (Buck and others) 
as ‘criminals.’ A later plan to serve 
ASCAP officials in Tacoma was 
foretold and neither Buck, E. C. Mills 
or John Paine made the trip there 
for the trial of an. important case 
which had been pending for years.) 


Although Gov. Roy Ayers of Mon- 
tana has postponed until today (27) 





RADIO 





VARIETY 








PHONED THE POLICE 





ASCAP’s New Terms 


The new broadcasting license 
agreement is now in process of 
final drafting by general counsel 
for the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers and the finished docu- 
ment will be submitted to this 
Thursday’s (29) meeting of the 
ASCAP board of directors, if 
ready. Otherwise it will come 
up at the next monthly meet- 
ing, March 28. Charles Schwartz, 
of Schwartz & Frohlich. ASCAP 
lawyers, returned last week from 
his conference with Gene Buck 
in Arizona. 

No negotiating will precede 
the availability of the new 
agreement to the broadcasting 
industry, The licenses will be 
mailed out so that they will 
reach all broadcasters at about 
the same time. Under the new 
license a greater burden of both 
the commercial and sustaining 
fees are shifted to the networks 
while the sustaining fee is ap- 
preciably reduced for the smaller 
independent stations. 


‘SAM'S CUT RATE 
NOW SEEKING 
DIGNITY 





Detroit, Feb. 27. 





his decision on an extradition requi- 
sition, Arizona’s governor has as- 
sured Buck ‘he has nothing to worry 
about.’ 


Buck termed the arrest ‘part of a 
smear campaign’ and was particu- 
larly burned because the authorities 
chose Washington’s birthday, with 
all banks closed. Friends of Buck 
ran into no end of difficulties ar- 
ranging for his release on bond. 
Sheriff insisted that cash be posted 
and scoffed at a Chase National Bank 
certified check for $9,500 offered by 
A. C. Blumenthal, Charles Schwartz, 


ASCAP attorney, and L. Wolfe Gil- | 


bert, Society’s Los Angeles rep, spent 
several hours on the phone contact- 
ing friends in the film colony who 
could provide the necessary cash. 
Charles Skouras, theatre operator, 
was prepared to make a round of 
his Fox-West Coast theatres for the 
needed liquid wherewithal when 


word came that Schwartz had ar- | 
ranged with U. S. Fidelity & Guar- | 
antee Co. for the bond and Buck was | 


released from custody. The $10,000 
bond was ultimately cut to $750. 
Buck was finally cleared today 
(Tuesday) and proceeded with his 
attendance at Academy awards ban- 


quet Thursday in Hollywood to hand | 


out Oscars to winners in the music 
division. Following night he will be 
at ringside for Armstrong-Garcia 
championship fight in Los Angeles 
and next day return here. John 
Paine, ASCAP general manager, 
called off a meeting with broadcast- 
ers in Hollywood to rush here to 


help Buck out of his brush with the 
law. 





“We'll Reply in Kind’ 
Schwartz & Frohlich, 
counsel for the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
declares ASCAP is preparing to re- 
taliate against the Montana broad- 
casters who caused the arrest of 


Gene Buck, ASCAP prez, in Arizona | 


last week. The law firm will ask 
the US. Department of Justice to 
bring indictment proceedings against 


Ed Craney, A. J. Mosby, J. Jacob- | 
sen and C. O. Campbell on the. 


sround that they have wilfully and 
Persistently violated the copyright 
ne The Society has to date brought 

10 infringement suits against the 

Ontana broadcasters. 

Louis Frohlich, of the S & F firm, 
termed the arrest of Buck ‘an out- 
Tage of which the entire broadcast- 
ng industry ought to feel ashamed.’ 


He scored the incident as a petty | 


and unscrupulous attempt to use the 
aw to outwit and frustrate the law. 
Frohlich said that the Society would 
refuse hereafter to let itself be ‘soft- 
Soaped’ by spokesmen of the broad- 


(Continued on page 31) 


general | 


Limiting itself to strictly institu- 
| tional copy, Sarmm’s Cut Rate depart- 
| ment stores have signed up for five- 
| time weekly 15-minute program over 
WWJ. Show, highlighting Dean Yo- 
cum, who plays the Novachord and 
recites poetry, is tagged ‘Old Dean.’ 

Sam's, which has leaped in a few 
years from small off-street store to 
Detroit’s second biggest volume dept. 
store, has been trying to build dig- 
nity and class into a name that 
doesn’t lend itself. New ether pro- 
gram, which’ll mention neither cut 
prices nor bargain sales that helped 
build up store’s hefty biz, will in- 
clude only three announcements of 
strictly institutional nature. 

Bond’s Clothes, adjacent to Sam’s 
on downtown’s Campus Martius, will 
begin March 3 to bankroll Charles 





Arlington’s newscasts. six times 
| weekly over WWJ. Program hits 
ozone at 11-11:15 p. m. Contract 


runs for one year. 


‘LONE RANGER’ SAVES A 


Knoxville. Tenn., Feb. 27. 


Harry Morris, local manager of 
the American Bakeries, which is un- 
derwriting ‘The Lone Ranger’ on 
WNOX and other southern outlets, 
was on a committee appointed to 
help a church lift a $15,000 mortgage 
and he asked WNOX whether there 
was a ‘Lone Ranger’ sequence in 
|! which a church figured. There was 
none, but the Atlanta headquarters 
of the baking outfit got in touch with 
King-Trendle, Inc., producers of the 
serial, and the latter came to the 
rescue with a specially written and 
produced half-hour show in which 
the ‘Ranger’ saves a church in the 
| old-time west. 
| The special disc was airmailed to 
WNOX and Fred Shepard, salesman 
on the account, took charge of pre- 
senting it at church party which 
Morris’ committee tossed as part of 
the fund-raising program. 








On The Brief-Line 


Washington, Feb. 27. 

And still they come. 

The following attorneys were ad- 
mitted to practice before the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
last week: 

Howard E. Reinheimer, New York; 
Samuel L. Einhorn, Philadelphia; 
Saul J. Gordon and C. Edgar White, 





CHURCH TO ORDER 





BABY’S TRAGIC DEATH 


Sidney Flamm’s Child Suffocated in 
Her Crib 








The 10-month-old daughter of Sid- 
ney J. Flamm, an official of WMCA, 
New York, was accidently suffocated 
in her crib at their home in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

He is the brother of Donald Flamm, 
president of WMCA. 


ED WOOD, WGN, 
NEW MBS EXEC 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Edward W. Wood, Jr., moves into 
Mutual about April 1 as sales man- 
ager. It will be the first time that 
the network has used that title. 


Wood has worked closely with 
Mutual in recent years but held the 
job primarily of sales manager of 
WGN, Chicago. 


Bill McGuinness, WGN’s New 
York rep, is slated to take over 
Wood’s spot in Chicago, and Nor- 
man Boggs to shift from Chicago, 
where he had been Wood’s assistant, 
to WGN’s New York office. 

Quin Ryan continues as general 
manager of WGN, a post he has held 
for more than 10 years in addition to 
his regular duties as special an- 
nouncer and commentator. 

Fred Weber, who had been han- 
dling the sales job along with other 
duties for Mutual, continues as gen- 
eral manager of Mutual, and will 
now be free to devote most of his 
time to station relations problems 
which are currently vital to MBS. 

In taking over as sales manager 
Wood plans to continue the recently 
instituted policy of attracting Mutual 
clients by offering national coverage 
at special volume rates. It was this 
new policy which enabled Wood and 
Weber to obtain the two Ovaltine 
shows, ‘Little Orphan Annie’ and 
‘Carters of Elm Street’ for Mutual, 
and Wood is now negotiating with 
two other midwest sponsors for 
similar deals. 


COSTS 10c TO VOTE 











Prince Albert, Sask., Feb. 27. 
Up here where the amateur pro- 
gram is still entertainment CKBI has 
one in which the audience is charged 
25e at the door and an additional 
dime to vote for their favorite par- 
ticipant, with the collection, minus 
expenses, turned over to the local 
anti-tuberculosis fund. 
Series is handled between Chief 
Announcer William Hart and Gerald 
| Prest, who doubles from publicity. 








Keystone Net 


Continued from page 3 











station agrees to make available an 
hour and a half of its time per day 
for sale by Keystone to advertisers. 
Keystone would retain the money 
collected for this hour and a half, 
but, according to the new com- 


to dispose of such periods. 

The contract offered by Keystone 
to stations also stipulates that those 
taking the Keystone service will also 
furnish four quarter-hours ; day for 
sale to Keystone clients and that 
after the venture gets going Key- | 
stone will pay its affiliates $15 an | 
hour for the first 15 hours and $20 | 
an hour over and above these 15) 
hours. Contract, which is to be for | 
a year with options, likewise pro- | 
vides that stationbreaks are to be) 
held optional for Keystone clients 
and that the matter of rates for such 
chainbreaks are to be agreed upon 
mutually. 





| starting March 2. 
McCosker In, Streibert Off | WJZ: WBZ, Boston, 


Al McCosker came back from L. A. 
Monday, where he was house guest 


Oklahoma City; George E. Gullen, | of Rudy Vallee. 


Detroit; Daniel Hodgman, Kala- 


}mazoo, Mich. 


Ted Streibert, WOR g.m., off for 


! Nassau vacation this week-end. 


FOR FAV AMATEUR 


pany’s prospectus to stations, no ef- | 
fort would be made for some time | 


Bitter Sidelight 





The Columbia Broadcasting 
System cancelled its scheduled 
sustaining show based on the 
songplugging profession last 
Friday (23) only a short time be- 
fore it was set to start in a 3:15- 
3:30 spot. Program was to have 
been written around the meth- 
Ods used by contact men to get 
their songs before the public, the 
history of tunes that finally 
reached recognition after years 
on the shelf, etc. 

Declared reason for the can- 
cellation was that the net 
couldn’t guarantee the time al- 
lotted and it was pointless to 
start something that probably 
couldn’t continue. Explained 
further that the specified time 
may be sold imminentiy and, at 
any rate, baseball would start 
soon and other sustainings would 
have to be pulled, too, to make 
room. _ 

It was also suspected by CBS 
that very few of its affiliates 
would take a program praising 
music publishing as an industry. 


KASTOR AGENCY 





KIBITZER 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Personal contact with station man- 
agers and station operators is being 





which is readying to send one of the 
agency’s execs out on the road to 
handshake station men and query 
as to what, if anything, can be done 
to promote the good-will between 


It is indicated that George Durham 


for the agency. 

With the radio billing of the 
agency reaching a new high both 
on network and spot business, the 
agency does not want to risk the 
possibility of losing the personal 
contact in the swarm of contracts. 

Durham, or whatever other man 
goes out on the road, will kibitz sta- 
| tion men on the spotting of the 
agency’s show, the type of announc- 
ers, merchandising tie-ups, publicity 
handling, dealer appeasement, etc. 


| AMERICAN CAN ACCT. 
TO YOUNG & RUBICAM 


Young & Rubicam becomes the 
agency on the American Can ac- 
count this Friday (1). Assignment 
covers everything but the manu- 
facturer’s Keglined product, one- 
| time affinity of Ben Bernie. 
| Business was formerly held 
| Fuller & Smith & Ross. 











by 





‘Job Show on WOR Alone; 
Fuller Drops Connecticut 


Bridgeport, Feb. 27. 

| Demands of new ‘Let’s Go to 
Work’ series sponsored by Fuller 
| Brush Co. Monday nights on WOR 
| have compelled Herbert Hadel to 


| drop Tuesday broadcasts on WTIC, 


nd WICC in Connecticut. 
Program started on Hartford and 
Bridgeport stations. 


| a 





McKesson-Robbins’ Buys 





McKesson-Robbins has bought a 
half hour of ‘The Breakfast Club’ 
(9:30-10) on a three-station hookup 
'to plug Abolene Cleansing Cream, 
The stations are 


and KDKA, 

Pittsburgh. J. D. Tarcher, Ince., is 
the agency. 

Local sponsorship of the ‘Club’ 


| has been made available by NBC to 
lits affiliates. 





MILLER DENIES 
MONTANA LINK 


Washington, Feb. 27. 
Neville Miller, president of. the 
National Association of Broadcasters, 
today (Tuesday) characterized as un- 
true the suggestion of ASCAP coun- 








} 


| ‘behind’ the Craney move. 





| 


sought by the Kastor agency here, | 


the agency’s clients and the stations. | 


will be exec, who will take valise in | 
hand and hop the midnight rattler | 


sel in New York that the NAB was 


secretly behind the Craney group in 


Montana and that protestations to 
the contrary was just strategy to 


‘avoid responsibility. While offering 


no opinion on -the merits of the 
Montana action Miller denied di- 


‘rectly that either the NAB or the 


broadcasting industry generally is 


‘My first knowledge of the Mon- 


prang proceeding was obtained from 


‘the newspapers,’ said Miller, ‘and 
‘neither I nor any other official of 
| NAB is in any way connected with 
/or in back of the proceeding. 


| ‘The Montana suits do not relate 


WILL TOUR A 


to any general controversy between 
ASCAP and broadcasters but allege 
the doing of certain unlawful acts 


in Montana. Inasmuch as the cur- 
'rent issues involved concern only 


the Montana complainant and an of- 


ficial of ASCAP, it would seem that 
;a representative of ASCAP in 
| wrongfully accusing NAB of having 
'a hand in the matter is endeavor- 
ing to confuse these issues. 

At the same time Miller offered to 
| VARIETY a statement covering ‘the 
| legal background of Montana suits.’ 
|It is assumed this part of the state- 
ment was prepared by Sidney Kaye, 

the copyright lawyer employed by 
| Broadcast Music, Inc. This state- 
iment is published verbatim: 
‘The arrest of Mr. Buck in Ari- 
,zona is pursuant to three warrants 
issued in the Justice Court of Hell- 
gate Township, Missoula, Montana, 
on complaint of a Montana broad- 
caster against four executives of 
| ASCAP and seven executives of the 
networks (NBC- and CBS). The 
complaints, which were in the usual 
short form customary in the Justice 
| of the Peace courts, did not set forth 
any details, but said that the charges 
| were, ‘conspiracy to extort money 
from the complainant,’ ‘attempted 
extortion’ and ‘attempt to obtain 
money by false pretenses.’ ASCAP of- 
ficials and network Officials have 
pointed out that they have never 
been in the state of Montana and 
that they know of no basis for these 
charges, 

‘There was previously an attempt 
to serve warrants in these actions 
in the state of New York. At that 
time, the prosecuting officer in Mon- 
tana stated that he was not inter- 
ested in making an actual arrest, 
but wished to include in his extradi- 
tion papers a statement that extradi- 
tion would not voluntarily be waived. 

‘The network officers sent a letter 
to Montana saying that if they were 
arrested, they would certainly re- 
fuse to waive extradition and that 
they reserved all their rights. Mr. 
Buck refused to avoid the possi- 
bility of arrest by the simple means 
of sending such a letter, stating that 
he did not waive any of his rights. 
It should be borne in mind, there- 
fore, that Mr. Buck’s arrest is the 
result of his own voluntary action.’ 


KIRBY HAWKES HEADS 
B&B RADIO IN N.Y. 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Kirby Hawkes, for the past four 
years chief of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert radio department here, goes to 
Benton & Bowles in New York in 
charge of radio as of March 15. No 
replacement has been set here as yet. 
Hawkes was first brought in by 
Hill Blackett in 1936 to handle radio 
speech improvement for Republican 

presidential candidate Alf Landon. 
Hawks will specialize in daytime 
radio for the agency, which is going 

in for daytime strips in a big way. 
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RADIO BOX OFFICE REPORTS 


~~ —FOREWORD— 


(This is the third week of boxoffice reports as 
initialed by Variety. ‘There are still omissions 
that will have to be filled in before the service will 
reach its maximum usefulness to the radio trade. 
The ‘interpretation’ aspect particularly remains to 
be developed. 

Thus far the comment received has been en- 
couraging. Broadcasters are disposed to credit 
VarIETY with pioneering a news report method that 
meets general trade aversion to revealing dollar 
volume and yet provides the promise of being able 
to picture conditions realistically, 

VARIETY renews its invitation to persons in the 
trade to comment on this service with a view to 
bringing it more rapidly to the point where it will 
reflect the industry adequately.) 


CHICAGO 


(WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 17.....2. 9,310 5,478 9,413 24,201 
' February 10....... 9,160 5,858 9,082 24,100 
% change .......6-+1.6% —6.1% +3.6% +0.4% 


Radio boxoffice for Chicago for the week ending Feb. 17 
shows almost no change from the story for the week ending 
Feb. 10. WGN lists a minor change, the loss of seven units 


in announcements from the previous week; that means that 

a once-daily announcement has dropped out, bd 
(WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAIT) 

Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 

February 17....e¢. 4,635 4,580 5,350 14,565 

February 10....... .4,590 4,251 5,125 13,966 

% change .....eeee+1% +7.7% +44% + 44% 


Comment will be organized by next issue. L. B. Wilson’s 


WCKY expected in by then also. 


DES MOINES 


(KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 17 ...... 7,650 2,668 3,962 14,280 
February 10 ...... 7,770 3,433 3,580 14,783 
% change .........—1.5% —22.3% +10.7% —3.4% 


Spurt in national agency activity on spot campaigns for 
the past several weeks is reflected in the Des Moines broad- 
cast business picture. Both local and network bookings slid 
off but the national spot business showed a substantial jump 
over the previous week. This tilt was enjoyed by every one 
of the Des Moines outlets. 


DENVER 


(KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 17 ...... 8,651 3,072 1,572 13,295 
February 10 ...... 3,585 1,997 908 6,490 


(Figures for week ending February 10 include units of 
KFEL and KOA only.) 


Judging from last week’s Variety Denver will rate pro rata 
of population along with other cities in amount of business 
done by four stations. The May Company dept. store is a 
strong user of radio as a means of calling attention to news- 
paper advertising as well as on specials advertised only on 
the air. Joslins dept. store has just increased its inquiring 
reporter from three to five quarter-hours weekly over KOA, 
remoted from in front of the store. Kortz Jewelry has signed 
for long series of half-hour studio line talent program over 
KOA. Consists of spelling, pronunciation and word-building. 
Both shows with Wes Battersea as emcee. 

KLZ reports some nice contracts signed, among them 





Golden West Milling Co. for ‘Hikes’ (breakfast cereal) has a 
‘Silver Quiz’ audience participation program from the Den- 
ham theatre. The Denham theatre sponsors a new KLZ 
show. Lasting for 25 minutes and one a week shot has studio 
band, male quartet, film commentator and guest star. Kohler- 
McListec Paint Co. buys a quarter-hour show on KUZ tri- 
weekly at 8:15 a.m., using three announcers, two male, one 
female, for Imperial Washable Wallpaper. Blatz Brewing 
has bought 442 night chain breaks on KLZ. — 

New business reports from KFEL or KVOD will be in- 


cluded next week. DETROIT 


(CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, WWJ) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

February 17....... 8,160 7,706 3,556 19,422 
February 10....... 8,130 7,596 3,217 18,943 
% change .........+0.4% +1.4% +10.5% +2.5% 


Auto plants are humming in Detroit, with car and truck 
sales well above 1939, and result is that local radio stations 
are showing gains, as noted in the comparison of the latest 
week with the previous stanza, Inclusion of WXYZ-NBC 
blue, which is missing currently because of absence of g. m. 
H. Allen Campbell, should raise town’s total commercial units 
to well above the 20,000 mark per week. 

It’s noteworthy that one of indie stations included in this 
tabulation carries almost as much local biz as some of the 
major network stations carry in the network-unit category. 
Moreover, one of the network outlets has twice as much local 
biz as network units. WJBK, an indie, contributes 60 units 
to the network-unit total by virtue of the special ‘Rosary 
Hour’ hookup from Buffalo every Sunday. 

Biggest boost in the weeks under scrutiny is noted in the 
national-regional spot category, closely followed by the local 
biz division, affording added indication that Detroit’s general 
biz conditions are major factor in the 242% gain in local 
stations’ biz from week ending Feb. 10 to week ending Feb. 


17. Department stores especially are coming stronger into . 


the market at present, as spring and Eastertide approach in 
an area where employment is near peak-time proportions, 
Notable, too, is fact that local radio accounts aren’t being 
sold as usual on a day-to-day basis, most of contracts now 
running from four weeks up. Slogan ‘As auto biz goes so 
goes Detroit’ is never more applicable than at present. 
Whereas most large cities and the country as a whole experi- 
enced a seasonal sloughing off following the holidays, as pre- 
dicted by economic experts, Detroit suffered only a two-week 
letdown during the Christmas and New Year’s holidays and 
zoomed back near the top in early January. Although auto- 
motive provides employment for only about one-third of 
burg’s 1,700,000 population, it’s always been the barometer of 
Detroit’s well-being, as is being proved again this winter as 
auto plants play a merry hum while trying to meet sales de- 
mands that have set all-time marks for the season for most 
companies. Future is even brighter, for automotive biz is 
about to enter its biggest selling season, spring, when plants 
work at capacity to fill motorists’ desire to answer the ‘call 


HARTFORD 


(WDRC, WTHT, WTIC) 





Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 
Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
FPepruary 17;.03.0<. 7,164 1,733 1,272 10,169 
February 10....... 7.164 1,633 1,122 9,919 
% change eeeeeec ce - +6.1% +13.4% +2.5% 
*No change. 
(KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 
Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 
Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 17....... 5,555 6,377 5,425 17,357 
February 10....... 5,555 5,887 5,693 17,135 
We CHONEE cisccccce * +8.3% —4.7% +1.3% 





*No change. 


Principal change for the week was in local business, and 
most of this can be placed at the mike of one station. KCKN, 





a 
McCarthy, Snerd, Vague As | CANADIANS UNEASY 
Characters In N.Y. Expo | Not Sure Havana Treaty Will Be 


Comfortable as Applied 








Puppet Show for C. & S. | 





Montreal, Feb. 27. 





Veterans’ Auspices Ends 
Chalienge of KMBC’s 
Use of Civic Hall 


WJSV’S BIG WEEK 


Ballyhoo Organized For Jump To 
50,000 Watts 


the Capper outlet on the Kansas side, garnered flock of extra 
points in this division as town had series of three dollar-days 
and station sold some extra heavy time in mid-week, 

Network biz garnered from four stations—WDAF, red; 
KMBC, CBS; and WHB, MBS, with KCMO carrying one 
evening half hour from Mutual due to WHB’s closing at sun. 
down. This business this time of year evidently a nearly 
constant factor. 

Other stations reported only minor changes in figures, 
mostly in the local department. WDAF, the Kansas City Star 
station, reported a noticeable drop in local biz, and an almost 
imperceptible increase in national spot. KITE’s only change 
was a gain of 25 points in the local column. 


Don Davis of WHB was in N. Y. on biz hunt. 


LOUISVILLE 


(WGRC, WHAS) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 17 ...... 3,241 1,981 1,529 6,751 
February 10 ...... 3,253 1,840 1,498 6,591 
% change ....ee.-.—0.3% +7.6% +2% +2.4% 

(WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR) 

Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 17 ...... 725 7,172 10,918 18,815 
February 10 ...... 725 7,068 10,329 18,122 
% Change ..ccccsee * +15% +5.7% +3.8% 





“No change. 


WMCA—its curiosity piqued by this department—checked 
Feb. 17 figure with corresponding week in 1938 and found 
business up 15%. 

WNEW new business last week included; 

Payton Co, (cosmetics), Kansas City, sponsoring ‘Dave 
Lowe and His Sound Track,’ six quarter-hours weekly. 

Grennan Bakeries for Taystee Bread, through Campbell- 
Mithun, Minneapolis, one hour weekly on ‘Make Believe 
Ballroom’ for 13 weeks. 

Edgewater Ford Distributors, through McCann-Erickson, 
24 announcements. 

Roxy Theatre, through Kayton Spiero, 12 announcements 
weekly for 52 weeks. 

WHN new business was as follows: 

Edgewater Ford Dealers, through McCann-Erickson, 24 
announcements. 

Policyholders Advisory Council, through R. J. Roberts, Inc., 
six quarter-hour programs weekly for 52 weeks. 

Casin Drug Co., direct, six quarter-hours weekly for four 
weeks. 

Barbasol Co., through Erwin, Wasey, six announcements 
weekly for 13 weeks. 

Gardner Nurseries, through Northwest Radio Advertising, 
five-minute programs. 

Community Opticians, through Commonwealth Advertising 
Co., six quarter-hours weekly for 52 weeks. 

Roxy Theatre, station-breaks. 

Plung Bros. & Klein, through A. B, Landau, six station- 
breaks weekly for 52 weeks. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(KFRC, KGO, KPO) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 
Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 17....... 4,055 728 2,478 7,261 


This is the first west coast market included in VaRIETY's 
radio boxoffice reports and due to the time element is only 
represented this week by three stations. Others are ex- 
pected to be included next week along with a running com- 
mentary on the state of the local exchequers in terms of new 
contracts and current activity. 





sll Gack, Teleciien 
Head of BBC, to Succeed 
Felix Greene in N. Y. C. 








| 
| 
| 
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Washington, Feb. 27. 





Week of whoopla to celebrate a | 











: Chase & Sanborn Coffee wil] repeat 
its puppet show at the N. Y. World’s 
Fair this season. The show has al- 
ready been written by the radio de- 
partment of the J. Walter Thompson 
agency and it’s now a matter of re- 


cording the disc and building the} 


newly required puppets. 

The show will use ‘Alice in Won- 
derland’ theme and into this will be 
woven the various names and char- 
acters in the java blender’s Sunday 
night broadcast such as Edgar Ber- 
gen, Charlie McCarthy, Mortimer 
Snerd and Vera Vague. 





Campbell Takes Over 
Lum-Abner 7:15 Spot 


Campbell Soup has contracted for 
the 7:15-7:30 p.m. spot on CBS, ef- 
fective with the folding of the Lum 
and Abner series by General Foods 
next month. 

It will give Campbell two suc- 
cessive evening shows, the other be- 
ing Amos ’n’ Andy (7-7:15). 





‘Uncle Neal’ Tomy, p.a. at WR, | 
Detroit, off to Miami for six weeks 
on first vacash of more than five 
days in 18 years. 





| 


| undesirable regimentation. 


| Majority of Canadian broadcast- 
ers are decidedly uneasy about the 
scheduled international wavelength 
adjustment which will not only be 
costly but is likely to deprive many 
stations of desirable wave lengths. 
Attitude in some quarters is that 
maybe it would have been a lot bet- 
ter if CBC officials had not been 
party to the Havana agreements, 
though it is generally acknowledged 
that Canada couldn’t have stayed out 
of any conference to determine the 
status of radio on this continent. 


Reports are current that many 
stations will be deprived of present 
spots on the dial and lack of of- 
ficial news on the probable action to 
be taken by the Government under 
_the new setup has added to the con- 
/fusion. Question has also arisen 
| whether private stations on a clear 
channel will be given similar prefer- 
ential treatment, some broadcasters 
figuring that a change in wave- 
length may also bring about other 











Kansas City, Feb. 27. 

Brush Creek Follies, KMBC hill- 
billy visual show, has been set to go 
on in the Memorial Hall, Kansas 
City, Kansas, permanently on Sat- 
urday nights. Protest by the Inde- 
pendent theatre owners of K. C.,, 
Kansas, following airing of show 
from Memorial Hall first time Feb. 
3, caused show to be switched to 
Chanute, Kansas, for one night, Feb. 


10, until station could find a suit- 
able sponsor. 


Show is now under sponsorship of 
a veterans’ organization, which is 
required by state law for all per- 
formances given in the state-subsi- 
dized Memorial Hall. 

Since moving to the Kansas side, 
Jimmy McConnell, artists’ bureau, 
and Felix Adams, program director, 
have added an hour and a half round 
and square dance program follow- 
ing the air show. Both dance and 
show got for admission of 25c. Fol- 


Bob Carpenter, general auditor at | lies was moved to Memorial Hall to 


WBT, Charlotte, N. C., to Florida 
with a party of 15 North Carolina 
mayors, making a goodwill tour. 
Radio contact man for the party. 


gain seating capacity, 3,000 against 
1,800 in the Ivanhoe Temple on the 
Missouri side where Follies has been 





staged past two years. 


power boost from 10,000 watts to 50.- | 
000 watts for station WJSV, local | 
CBS outlet, will begin Monday (4). | 
Actual zero hour will be Thursday 
night (7), when A. D. Willard, Jr., 
the station’s general manager, will 
throw a_ switch transferring the 
power from the old _ transmitter 
across the Potomac to the new $300,- 
000 sender at Wheaton, Md. 

District of Columbia commission- 
ers have proclaimed the five days, 
March 4-9, as ‘WJSV Week.’ Earle 
theatre will offer a special ‘CBS 
Radio Show’ for a week beginning 
Friday (1), with Jane Froman and 
Prof. Quiz headlined. Network will 
salute the station Tuesday night (5), 
with CBS names who started on 
WJSV. Washington News and Post 
will carry special sections marking 
the event. 





Finance Firm Buys News 


Commercial Credit (automobile 
finance) has bought the 6 to 6:05 
p.m. period on CBS Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays for news 
bulletins, It involves 80-odd stations. 
O’Dea, Sheldon & Canaday is the 











agency. 





Felix Greene has been recalled to 
England and Gerald Cock will suc- 
ceed him as the New York represen- 
tative of the British Broadcasting Co. 
Greene has been on this side four 
years, originating the position and 
setting up a regular liaison service 
between BBC and the three Amer- 
ican networks. 


Gerald Cock is widely acquainted 
in America, having lived here 20 
years ago. He paid a visit to the U. 
S. only last spring. In recent years 
he has been the chief of BBC’s tele- 
vision activities at Alexandra Pal- 
ace, outside London. 

Television was folded in England 
the day after war broke out. 





John Fox (Not CBS) On 
WOV With Roger Shaw 


Two editor-lecturers, John Fox 
and Roger Shaw, are teamed in & 
two-man foreign affairs forum on 
WOV, New York, every Sunday at 
10 p.m. 

Fox is not to be confused with 
CBS’ sales promotionist of same 
name. Shaw is son of Albert Shaw, 
the publisher, 
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AVER ICKES’ SHO 


ni MAN ALLERES 
FART DISTORTION 


Congressional Committee 
Told That Dept. of In- 
terior’s Recently-Cancelled 
‘What Price America?’ 
Pictured Petroleum Indus- 
try Unfairly 








cBS’ STATEMENT 





Washington, Feb. 27. 

Direct accusation that the United 
States Department of the Interior 
ysed its privilege of free time on 
the nation’s networks to lobby for a 
particular piece of legislation now 
before Congress was made Monday 
(26) before a subcommittee of the 
House Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Committee. Ina slashing at- 
tack upon a series of radio broad- 
casts sponsored by the Government 
agency, Russell B. Brown, general 
counsel for the Independent Petro- 
leum Association of America, 
charged that Federal radio artists 
had resorted to ‘hysteria and melo- 
dramatic emotionalism’ in an _ at- 
tempt to inveigle listeners into tak- 
ing sides with Secretary of Interior 
Harold L. Ickes in his efforts to 
push through Congress a bill giv- 
ing the Department wide powers to 
regulate U. S. petroleum industry. 
Program complained of was ‘What 
Price America,’ recently dropped by 
CBS after enjoying a 52-week coast- 
to-coast airing (VARIETY, Feb. 21). 


Quoting from the official revised 
script of four broadcasts airwaved 
by the Interior Department, Brown 
treated the committee to a recitation 
which reminded listeners of the Or- 
son Welles ‘War of the Worlds’ hair- 
raiser. Picture of nation-wide panic 
over an imaginary shut-down on all 
oil production was presented on the 
‘What Price’ program last July 15, 
with sound directions ordered by the 
Interior Department to ‘suggest ut- 
ter confusion and hysteria of popula- 
tion.’ 

After portraying a paralyzed na- 
tion where doctors were unable to 
reach dying patients, trains and 
planes were stalled, ships sunk and 
the U.S. Fleet unable to operate be- 
cause of lack of oil, Government ra- 
dio experts allegedly encouraged 
listeners to write to their Congress- 
men urging legislation for Federal 
control of the nation’s oil fields in 
order that this emergency would not 
arise. The broadcasts were a direct 
appeal for support for the Cole oil 
conservation bill, now being consid- 
ered by the House subcommittee, 
Brown declared. 

Opposing the legislation on behalf 
of his organization, the attorney 
read excerpts from the Interior De- 
partment program showing ‘oilmen’ 
and teamsters dumping gas, cutting 
dams to let oil barges rush down 
stream and setting fire to gasoline 
which has been thrown in the river. 
Sneering voice asked, ‘who wants 
gas? I’m interested in oil, not gas... 
That darn gasoline . . . more trouble 
than its worth . . . Throw it away 
-- - Do anything, but get rid of it.’ 

Is, Brown said, was ‘one of the 
most unfair presentations’ given by 

¢ Interior Department. 

Possibly the most notorious of 
as se broadcasts is Program No. 46,’ 
Maan the committee, however. 
aie sound effects represent the 
of thee of, many wells while ghosts 
the ee Past come back to speak at 
He ‘arrator’s call. One of these, an 
aT, Ebenezer Floyd, is sup- 
ane be a small oil producer in 
duction oe ee He tells of overpro- 
shee ; waste in 1907 and then 
sup a leap into the future and, 
‘ Sage ped speaking in 1939, says: 
on i can look ahead and see when 

ss ll have no oil in this country! 
ae th “. the days to watch out and 
tis re intelligent methods are used 

Hass iting the oil out of the ground. 

mping Jehosophat, what have you 
levine eonsress for? What good is 
‘ 8islation unless you use it to con- 
‘erve your oi]? 

Shocked surprise was expressed by 
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Sentimental Sponsor 





Knoxville, Feb. 27. 
Ben B. Sanders, WNOX time 
salesman, also announces a Sun- 
day a.m. program for one of his 
accounts. 


He has received instructions 

for handling and broadcasting 
the sponsor’s funeral, if death 
should occur during the life of 
the present contract. 
Se Maer gh! i Ra nh RRR St NER ETAT: CS See a he, 
Representative Charles A. Wolver- 
ton, New Jersey Republican, as 
Brown read excerpts from the In- 
terior Department script. 

‘Do I understand this program was 
put out under the auspices of the 
Department of the Interior?’ Wol- 
verton asked. 

Told by the oil attorney that the 
Department had its own ‘radio sec- 
tion,” the New Jerseyite demanded 
figures for the annual upkeep of_the 
radio division. Brown replied that 
he could not furnish the informa- 
tion but suggested to the committee 
that it might request an accounting 
from the Interior Department. 

Cost of production of various Gov- 
ernment-directed radio programs 
which have been given free time by 
the chains has remained a ‘trade 
secret’ within Government circles. 
Representatives of the petroleum in- 
dustry admitted that they had been 
unable to secure the figures and 
other individuals hinted that mem- 
bers of the influential House Ap- 
propriations Committee had been 
rebuffed in attempts to find out how 
much was spent annually on the ra- 
dio education of Uncle Sam’s lis- 
teners, 

While the Cole Bill (H.R. 7372) 
was not mentioned by name during 
the Department’s broadcast, Brown 
said that the inference was clear— 
particularly when the ‘Narrator’ 
told his audience that ‘something 
could be done’ by declaring that ‘one 
way is to create a body in that De- 
partment of the Interior to fight the 
waste of oil for us.’ This, Brown 
said, pointed directly to ‘propaganda 
at Government expense to influence 
Federal legislation.’ 

Authority for the Interior Depart- 
ment oil conservation broadcasts is 
‘apparently assumed’ by Bernard C. 
Schoenfeld, who signs himself ‘Chief 
Script Writer’ Radio Section,’ Brown 
said. 

‘The fact that there exists such a 
section with a chief has serious 
significance,’ he added. ‘The rela- 
tion of a Radio Section to the proper 
work of the Interior Department is 
not clear. What is clear, however, 
is that this section, in some respects 

















at least, has been devoting itself to 
an improper assault upon American 
industry and especially upon the 
petroleum industry. 

‘. « » These broadcasts are dishon- 
est. The arrangement of words— 
the inflection of voice—the melodra- 
matic effects are all designed to 
create a false impression. Some Euro- 
pean countries use this method to 
dominate a nation, but this is some- 
thing new in the United States.’ 

Pointing to the U. S. Code, Title 
18, Sec. 201, the oil attorney declared 
that ‘there is a law which provides 
for punishment of any officer or 
employee in the United States who 
indulges in actions to influence leg- 
islation.” A ‘bloodless revolution 
was predicted by Brown if broad- 
casts of this type continue to be 
countenanced in this country. 

Brown’s outburst —the first spe- 
cific complaint of such nature to be 
aired against Government broadcasts 
before a Congressional committee— 
included a bouquet for CBS over 
cancellation of the ‘What Price 
America’ series. Web officials, how- 
ever, insisted that the decision to 
drop ‘What Price’ and to assume ccn- 
trol of Government broadcasts in 
the future was made ‘quite inde- 
pendently’ of the petroleum indus- 
try’s squawks. A spokesman for the 
Washington studios of CBS declared 
that he had neither read nor heard 
the controversial series and that, to 
his knowledge, the subject had not 
been discussed in Washington. 

Industry observers—both radio and 
petroleum—adopted an interested at- 
titude with regard to a possible an- 
swer to the accusations by officials 
of the Department cf the Interior. 
The Cole bill — already severely 
booted by oil industry representa- 
tives as a threat to the U. S. system 
of government—assertedly is a pet 
of Secretary Ickes, and a possible 
show-down on the subject of propa- 
ganda broadcasts in anticipated as a 
result of the oil industry’s attack. 


WOOD, HELLER MEET ON 
NBC SPIELER TERMS 


George Heller, executive secretary 
of the American Federation of Radio 
Actors, met with Mark Wood, NBC 
v.p. yesterday (Tuesday) to discuss 
the terms of a contract covering an- 
nouncers on the payroll of NBC 
m. and o. outlets in Washington and 
Boston. 

AFRA has had these announcers 
on its men,bership for over a year, 
but the two factions never got 
around to working out a formal 
binder. 








AFRA Opening Offices 





American Federation of Radio 
Artists is about to work out an 
agreement with the American 
Guild of Variety Artists for joint 
offices in various cities through- 
out the U. S. Plan will prelude 
national organizing drives by the 
two unions, which are affiliates 
in the Associated Actors & Ar- 
tistes of America. 

Details of the plan may be 
found in the Vaudeville section. 














Chicago Lawyer Replaces 
Medalie as Webs’ Rep 


As Arbitration Goes On 


George K. Bowden, Chicago lawyer, 
has been appointed by the networks 
as ene of the board of three arbi- 
trators for the dispute with the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists over wages for local «Chicago 
broadcasts. He replaces George Z. 
Medalie, who was forced to retire 
due to other business after partici- 
pating in the American Arbitration 
Assn. hearings on whether the dis- 
pute should be arbitrated. 


Date for the wage arbitration 
hasn’t been set, but it’s expected to 
begin next week. Fact that it’s be- 
ing held in New York is regarded 
as an advantage for AFRA, since 
the union has only Ray Jones, ex- 
ecutive-secretary of the Chicago lo- 
cal, in New York to testify. On the 
other hand, the networks are under- 
stood to have some 20-odd officials 
who may offer evidence, but owing 
to the expense of bringing them to 
New York and paying their ex- 
penses while here, only a few of 
those may be brought. Jones has 
already been here for more than a 
week, 

While the participants in an arbi- 
tration proceeding normally share 
the cost of the case, AFRA is re- 
ported refusing to pay the expenses 
of bringing Bowden on from Chi- 
cago as replacement for Medalie, 
claiming the union should be re- 
sponsible only for its share of his 
salary. No decision on the point has 
been reached. Other two members 
of the arbitration tribunal, Wesley 
Sturges and Nathan Isaacs, are un- 
changed. 








Chief Announcer Ray Barrett, of 
WDRC, Hartford, has been named 
head of the station’s continuity de- 





partment. 





Washington, Feb. 27. 

As long as the Democrats can 
spare time for propaganda purposes 
without paying, the Republicans feel 
they are entitled to ask for the same 
sort of cooperation from U.S. broad- 
casters. Already machinery has been 
started for an attempt to emulate the 
New Dealers and get gratis oppor- 
tunities—before the season opens for 


buying access to microphones—to 
tell what great statesmen and how 
on the job G.O.P. members of Con- 
gress really are. 

Broad-scale attempt to get small 
stations to help enlist voters before 
the formal campaigns start in mid- 
summer has been plotted by the Re- 
publican National Committee. Now 
that they have ample cash to pay off 


‘back bills, G.O.P. strategists will fol- 
‘low the example of Rooseveltians 


and request station owners’ coopera- 
tion for their ‘educational’ activities. 

Regardless of what the N.A.B. 
code says, the Republicans have 
lined up several dozen legislators 
with an offer of free discs. Tran- 
scription costs will be met from the 
party war chest but the solons will 
have to do their own time chiseling. 


| Planned to make two 15-minute 
{platters monthly for each office- 
holder. 


The stunt is outgrowth of mount- 





ing resentment at the wav statinns 








have carried New Deal propaganda 
and such features as the waxed 
‘Government Reports.’ As related 
last week, the G.O.P. believes it has 
been out-maneuvered by the Demo- 
crats and is entitled to request an 
identical break. 

Time soliciting will be done with 
the argument that periodical ‘re- 
ports’ to constituents comes under 
the heading of ‘public service’ re- 
quired of all broadcasters. The Con- 
gressmen are to give their own 
slants on controversial issues, ex- 
plain why they voted as they did, 
and generally keep the tax-payers 
acquainted with what goes on in po- 
litical circles. As long as the radio 
industry—or any _ substantial seg- 
ment—is willing to air descriptions 
and explanations for the Interior 
Department, Social Security Board, 
Housing Administration, cabinet of- 
ficers and bureau chiefs, it should 
feel obligated—in the view of the 
G.O.P. bosses—to pump out similar 
‘factual’ information from the other 
side. 

Republican’s Poll 


Some months ago the Republican 
headquarters quizzed all G.O.P. leg- 
islators as to what use they make of 
radio and what stations are in their 
districts. Each was asked if he would 
be interested in trying to line up 
transmitters to present the transcrip- 
tions if platters were provided at no 
cost to himself. Approximately 60 





‘We're Public Servants, Too,’ G. O. P. 
States, In Seeking Radio Equality 


office-holders displayed interest and 
felt reasonably sure of their ability 
to sell the idea to some operator back 
home. ; 

At present a few isolated vote- 
getters use radio in this fashion, but 


some of them are willing to unwrap |}. 


their bankrolls. Others have some 
direct interest in the station they 
use, like Senator Arthur Capper of 
Kansas. 

The G.O.P. move is furrowing 
brows at N.A.B. Already the trade 
headquarters has heard repercus- 
sions. One perplexed statesman lost 
no time in querying why he should 
have been paying for microphone 
privileges if the industry now is go- 
ing to play Santa for politicos. 

Headaches of the N.A.B. code en- 
forcers unquestionably will multipy 
as a result of the Republican inspira- 
tion. The industry creed stipulates 
that time will be sold only when 
campaigns are in progress and that 
at other periods all operators shall 
do their utmost to balance the scales 
evenly in portioning out free time. 
There have been apprehensions over 
what the New Dealers have been do- 
ing, but no real crises ever arose 
because the Republicans were not in 
a position to start a serious contro- 
versy. Now it looks very much as if 
the N. A. B. will be catapulted into 


a highly embarrassing situation, one 


where any decision is bound to stir 
up bad feeling and possibly lead to 


THE FAINT WAS 
ON THE LEVEL 


Buffalo, Feb. 20. 

Local Pot of Gold program over 
WKBW, titled ‘Flowing Gold’ under 
sponsorship of Tydol, awards mem- 
bers of studio audience $2 and $5 
cash prizes for correct answers to 
quiz. In addition one Tydol cus- 
tomer present in audience is selected 
from grab bag and can win $100 
grand prize if giving correct answer 
to a special question. 

Tuesday night, when name of 
lucky grand-prize entry eligible to 
answer the $100 question was drawn, 
studio attaches found the prospec- 
tive answerer flat on the floor, he 
ae passed out cold from excite- 
ment. 








New York, Feb. 21. 
Dear Burton: ? 


Didn’t use this. Sounds like press 
agent’s pipe. Who was the person? 
VARIETY, 





Buffalo, Feb. 27. 
Editor, Variety: 

Don’t you believe in anything? 

The name of the person is Geisler. 
He resides in Ellicott Creek road in 
the Town of Tonawanda, County of 
Erie and State of New York. If you 
want more information, after he had 
passed out his wife, who was with 
him, was given a chance to answer 
the question and she flunked. They 
were both so crestfallen that the 
sponsor gave them a special consola- 
tion prize. 

If there is anything -lse you want, 
ask for it! In the meantime, bear in 
mind that there is a Santa Claus! 

Burton 























retaliation sometime in the future. 


TOM NEELY SALES HEAD 
OF A.M.P.’S RECORDING 


Tom Neely has joined the Asso- 
ciated Music Publishers, Ine., as 
sales manager of its recording stu- 
dios, 

Neely was formerly with NBC, 
Columbia and the World Broadcast- 
ing System. 


Al Llewelyn Partners 


With Danceman Berardi 


Cleveland, Feb. 27. 

Al Llewelyn, vet CBS radio 
warbler formerly of Brad and Al 
team, has teamed up with Al 
Berardi in three-a-week troubadour 
act for Weideman Foods over WHK. 
Partner is giving up own dance band 
to become his  accordion-accom- 
panist. 

Sidney Andorn, WGAR gossip 
commentator, given first leave-of- 
absence in six years by Erin Brew 
for vacation with wife in Hollywood. 
Daily programs being carried on by 
waxed platters of his interviews and 
chatter in Hollywood, shipped here 
via air-mail. 


ELMER DAVIS DECLINES 


To Be Guest of Grace Line, His 
WABC Sponsor 

















When the Grace Line, Elmer 
Davis’ sponsor over WABC, N. : 
6:30 p.m. daily, heard that the news 
commentator was going on a vaca- 
tion it offered him gratis the most 
expensive suite on one of its cruise 
ships, The company thought that 
the tieup would make a nice one all 
around, but Davis wouldn’t have it. 

‘Mrs. Davis and I,’ he said, ‘have 
already discussed our vacation and 
we’ve made up our mind to go to 
Florida, and that’s where it will 
have to be.’ 


Max Dolin to Seattle 


Seattle, Feb. 27. 
Max Dolin, well known as a con- 
ductor on Pacific Coast, came here 
from New York last week to conduct 
‘Thirty Minutes of Music’ series on 
KIRO Sunday, from 9:30 to 10 p.m. 
Uses group from Seattle symphony. 
Sponsor is Schwabacher Bros. & 

Co., food wholesalers, . 
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Forums Praised as 
To Approach 


Washington, Feb. 27. 

Activity of the Federal Radio Ed- 
ucation Committee was reflected last 
week in a statement by U. S. Com- 
missioner of Education John W. 
Studebaker. A study of 63 local 
forum and_ discussion programs 
which have been aired over 47 sta- 
tions in 34 American communities 
has been made. 

Topic of the statement was ‘how 
can community leaders in education 
and radio cooperatively use radio to 
raise the level of mass understand- 
ing of our common _ problems?’ 
Radio survey was conducted for the | 
FREC by Paul M. Sheats, assistant 
professor of education of the Uni- 





Issues of the: Day 





versity of Wisconsin. 


‘Station managers who have | 
thought seriously about their public 


service responsibility in regard to, 


treatment of current controversial 
issues are favorable to the forum as 
a pattern for their programs in this 
field,’ Dr. Sheats declared. ‘Few 
station managers, however, will em- 
bark on a series of public forums or 
public affairs discussions unless they 
can depend on a large amount of 
outside assistance and volunteer lo- 
cal leadership willing to accept re- 
sponsibility for impartial, careful and 
skillful management of the broad- 
cast. The trend may be toward the 
employment of full-time educational 
directors on the regular staffs of ra- 
dio stations.’ 


Hopefulness of the Wisconsin Uni- | 


versity professor was echoed by 


Studebaker. 

‘I know of no better way to meet 
the ever increasing need of our peo- 
ple for free and impartially-man- 
aged: programs of public discussion,’ 
he said, ‘than through hundreds of 
local 


the 82% of the families in 


40% OF THE COHENS 


Listen te Yiddish News Analyst on 
WDAS 





Best Radio Way 





Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
Here's the latest wrinkle in listener 
surveys. 
Sponsors for Nathan Fleisher, 
WDAS Yiddish news analyst, asked 
an independent survey bureau to get 
a line on his listening ‘audience. 


Schudt Gets Library; 
" ker- lled Coh 
Langlois & Wentworth |, cnesker-uppers cated every Cohen 
To Record BMI Music) wi (Gunn? xonns ete), 102s. ber 
sons were phoned. Nearly 40% re- 


ported that some member of the 
family listened to Fléisher. 


WLW-WSAI CLOSE 
NEWS TIE WITH 
ENQUIRER 


’ Cincinnati, Feb. 27. 
Effective Thursday (29) midnight, 
Crosley’s WLW and WSAI drop 
United Press news service and take 








A deal has been consummated be- 
tween the new commercial transcrip- 
tion division of Columbia Records, 
CBS subsidiary, and Langlois & 
Wentworth’s tax-free (non-copy- 
right) dise library. From March on- 
ward Columbia will. monthly record 
and press all platters for the service, 
which has 240 subscribers, some of 
them among Caribbean, South 
American and Australian stations. 

Coincident with the new recording 
arrangements, which brings to the 
Columbia division its first substantial 
contract since Bill Schudt, former 
manager of WBT, Charlotte, and 
WKRC, Cincinnati, took over the 
general managership, the Langlois & 
Wentworth firm revealed that it an- 
ticipates recording the musical num- 
bers to be published hereafter by 














radio forums, town meetings | WITH THEIR CHINCHILLA’ | Oe or ee Sem stations, 


and round-table programs giving to | 
the | 


Broadcast Music, Inc., which is now 
| organizing with the backing of the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters as the 
central ram in the latter’s fight 
| against ASCAP. 
Langlois & Wentworth tax-free 
library is itself an outgrowth of the 
|N.A.B., having been taken over from 
that source over a year ago. It con- 
sists of 2,500-plus selections. Talent 
| making discs for this service includes 


on Associated Press dispatches in a 
working arrangement with the En- 
quirer. Stations also have INS 
service. 

First press-broadcasting hook-up 
here developed several years ago 
when the Scripps-Howard Post tied 
in with WCPO, property of Scripps- 
Howard Radio, Inc. WCPO has no 
network affiliation. 

| Fats Waller, Harry Breuer, Modern| Last December the Times-Star as- 
! Choir, hollo Hudson, Joan Brooks,'Sumed ownership and operation of 
| American Folk Singers. WKRC, the buy being from CBS, 
which transferred its Cincy outlet- 
ting to L. B. Wilson’s WCKY, re-| 


“NOW THEY'RE LEADING |<enty =pped tcom 10,000 to, 50.00 


watts. With the transfer WKRC 











of which WLW is a 50,000-watter, 
leaves WCKY without a newspaper 


United States now reached by ssa biel: anil ane Beta os 
at least the opportunity to get prac- a Pus sports - 
tical help in the choices which must | nouncers: fashion commenting. 
be made if our system of Govern-| . Local department store arranged 
ment is to endure. It is not ,| fashion parade in connection. with 


too | 
. ._| Showing of Colleen Moore's doll 
much to hope that in the near fu Hired Ralph Hubbell, WGR 


: | house. 

io-equipped home in the ) 

ee as wane the land will = to spiel as models pi- 

be without available programs in | *OUCtC¢- 
which its members can get up-to- 








connection on news service. 


Crosley-Enquirer deal was nego- 
tiated by Jim Shouse, general mana- 
ger of WLW-WSAI, and Ralph 
Quinn, business manager of the En- 
quirer. It is regarded in_ local 
publishing and broadcasting circles 
as a long step forward in cementing 
co-operation between these indus- 
tries. 





the-minute discussion of local, re- | Ruthrauff & Ryan Open 


gional, and national problems.’ 


DAVID ROSENBLUM 
G. M. OF N. Y. POS 








N. Y. Post now has a general man- 
ager in David Rosenblum. The po- | 
sition is a newly-created one, and | 
along with that Rosenblum will also | 
serve as treasurer of the paper and | 
a director of the publishing com- | 4 


pany. 


A former v.p. and treasurer of the | 
Rosen- 
blum has been a consultant on ad- | 


National Broadcasting Co., 


vertising and marketing problems. 


Detroit’s Radio Ball 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 








Array of talent will contrib ser- 
vices to help put over town’s initial 


Radio Artists Ball this Saturday (2 
at Book-Cadillac hotel. 


tists. 


Grand march will be led by Mayor 
Edward J. Jeffries, and artists so far 
set for p. a.’s include Don McNeill, 
of NBC Breakfast Club, a c. , ; Oe 
Larry Gentile, of CKLW. dl a | another quarter....Harry Lang and Louise Squire televising at Lee’s 
pare Rascal eel poner lg: aad Union Oil’s operetta series moving over to NBC from KNX early in April 

: : eon Beat | ....Don Lee crowd claiming a record for Coast biz with signing of Alka | 


m.c.; 


o’Hart, WXYZ soloist; 


quartet; Djerkiss Boys (trio); Freddy 
Frye, tapper, and CKLW’s ‘Happy. 
Joe’ trio consisting of Joe Gentile, 
Toby David and Ralph Binge. Other 
artists will come from-Earl Carroll's | IN CHICAGO 

‘Vanities,’ appearing at Cass theatre ee ae 
here, and from other local stations 


and nite clubs. 





Sam Balter’s New Stations 
Port Arthur, Texas, Feb. 27. 


Crowd of : 


between 2,000 and 3,000 persons at | 0 

$1 a throw is expected at affair, be- IN HOLLYWO D s@¢ ¢ 
ing sponsored by Detroit chapter of 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 


An Office in Houston; — Jerry Devine’s Script Up 


San Antonio, Feb. 27. Jerry Devine has written the new 

W. Van A. Combs, of the sales-| script to take the place of ‘Aunt 

' promotion staff of WOAI, leaves to! Jenny’s Real Life Stories’ for Lever 
join Ruthrauff & Ryan. Bros. on CBS. 








-Will manage its Texas office to be It’s now before the client in 
opened in Houston March 1, Boston. 
DAaaaaaaahad ooo 
From the Production Cent 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


| Alice Frost, co-star of ‘Big Sister,” has joined the regular cast of ‘What 
| Would You Have Done?’, Friday night series over NBC....John Call is 
{ now a regular on ‘Meet Miss Julia,’ daily over Mutual. 
| Caesar Searchinger, of NBC, in Foreign Affairs Magazine and also has | 
| new book just out....CBS’ galavanting trade paper contact, Junior Swope, 
| is doing liaison work in Miami....Leona Powers replaced Selena Royle for 
| the final stretch of General Mills’ ‘Betty and Bob,’ which washes up March 
15 after nine years....Late Arnold Isolany’s place taken with Cadets Quar- 
tet on NBC by tenor Homer Allen....Alma Kitchell given a special bro- 
)! chure mailing piece for her NBC ‘Brief Case’ program. 





Bob Orr sunning at Palm Springs, awaiting Mann Holiner from the east 
for a knuckle-down on format and personnel of Don Ameche show for 
Old -Gold....NBC’s Bertha Brainard cu-rrrazy about California. ...Fred 

| Sidles, Lincoln broadcaster, seeing the sights....Tiny Ruffner is tiring of 
| his South American exile and may go back to work for Benton & Bowles 
1D cass Wrigley keeping Gene Autry’s ‘Melody Ranch’ on the air for 


. 
’ 


W6XAO....Lewis Allen Weiss to Chicago for Mutual board meeting.... 


Seltzer’s ‘Our Friendly Neighbors’ for a year, with the coin running to | 
$318,281. Miles lab also uses the Lee chain for daily newscasts... .Mere- 
dith Willson putting the finishing touches to his opera. 
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lot of snobbishness on this side about 
those chaps who talk d so much 
about being ‘on the nose.’ 

Caesar Searchinger of CBS initi- 
ated the broadcasting of news a 
number of years back. Fred Bate 
of NBC followed. In every case, 
} .vever, the newscasts were not 
regular and were merely dictated by 
the importance of the occasion. Eu- 
ropean personalities or some mem- 
ber of the American newspaper 
corps were usually mobilize! and 
asked to make the necessary broad- 
casts, 

The months preceding and follow- 
ing Munich gave a new impetus to 
the radio angle and since the sum- 
mer of 1938 broadca:ting has been 
put on a regular, stable, big-time 
basis. The final upbeat was registered 
in March, 1939, when the Nazis 
goose-stepped into Prague. Since 
then the tempo has increased and 
NBC and CBS are now as much dis- 
cussed among journalists as A.P. or 
U.P. 

Most Serious Rival 


All this has resulted in making 
radio newspaperdom’s most serious 
rival. Now it is a nip and tuck 
battle between the scriveners and 
the talkers, with both sides register- 
ing many scoops and inversely both 
licking wounds registered by the ad- 
versary,. 

In this strange conflict the Ameri- 
can public is the real winner. It is 
not called upon to make any one 
choice but can utilize both news 
channels. 

The most notable beat scored over 
the air to date was on the Munich 
explosion. Agence Radio, a French 


relay of the missed attempt on the 
Fuehrer’s precious existence over its 
powerful receiving set. It immedi- 
ately set out to check the story by 
phoning London, Brussels, Rome and 


it could be confirmed through the 
usual sources. This meant that Co- 
lumbia’s German correspondent had 
the story wrapped up hours before 
it was picked out of the ether by 
a news agency. 

The outstanding advantage that 
radio has over its newspaper foes 
is a technical one. Once the news- 
caster has the story he reads it into 
the mike and within a fraction of a 
second the American listener picks 


development in Europe. New- agen- 
cies have a more complicated prob- 
lem on their hands. The stor: must 
be phoned, cabled or wirelessed to 
the States, be knocked into shape by 
the local rewrite man, shot to the 
various papers through the tele- 
type, set in type and printed and 
| the papers rushed out to the news- 
stands. 


more simplified problem than the 
agency men as they contact their 
papers directly. Neither case, how- 
ever, can match the speed of the 
newscaster, — 


Open Circuit Helps 


Favoring the newsprint feeders in 
this race against time is the fact 
that they have a constantly open 
channel to their home offices, 
whereas newscasters must await 
their regular broadcasting periods 
except for expected big news de- 
velopments and ceremonies. 

France and the French front is 
probably the best covered spot in 
Europe. Columbia has three men 
here. They are Thomas Grandin, of 
Cleveland, sent directly from New 
York; Eric Sevareid, of Minnéapolis, 
former reporter for the Paris edition 
of the N. Y. Herald Tribune and ex- 
United Presser, and Lawrence Le- 
sueur, also ex-UP staffer, who has 
replaced William Henry, now a 
columnist for the Los Angeles Times, 
with the B.E.F. Mutual also has three 
men. They are Waverly Lewis Root, 
another former UP man now cor- 
respondent for the Chicago Times 
and the Copenhagen Politiken; Vic- 
tor Lusinchi, of San Francisco and 
former Exchange Telegraph (Lon- 
don) staffer, and Henri Mann, once 
w'th the N. Y. Times, who is with 
the B.E.F. Covering NBC is Paul 
Archinard, of French extraction. 





Dick Post subbing as announcer on ‘Scattergood Baines’ show for George | 

| Watson, on the ailing list....Betty Winkler, key performer in ‘Girl Alone’. 
show, in Passavant hospital to have a dislocated vertebra located... . Tony | 

, Wons back on WMAQ after a two-month lay-off due to burst blood vessel | 
_...-Judith Alden added to the ‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter’ cast....Bob_ 
_ Jennings, Kastor radio department v.p., huddling on negotiations to send | 


WPAC, here, has been added to Prof. Quiz CBS show on theatre tour....Art Meyerhof of Neisser-Meyerhof 


the 


Bayuk Cigar. 


KXYZ, Houston, will also be added.’| All Cars’ discs on additional midwest stations for Ford Dealers through | letter to the authorities 


Program begins on March 2, 


list of stations on Sam Balter’s 
‘Inside of Sports’ show over Mutual. 
Placed through Ivey & Ellington for 


has bought a farm and now negotiating for a good deal on a tractor.... 
Lester Carr appointed engineer in charge of WBB transmitter by opera- 
| tions chief Frank Falknor....Harold Betts, ‘Doggy Dan,’ back as Red | 
| Heart crooner on WMAQ after appendectomy....Ray Linton set ‘Calling | 


McCann-Erickson agency. 


Also frequently heard on the NBC 
circuit is Bill Bird of the N. Y. Sun 
and his wife. 

It is no secret in Paris that there 
is a long list of scribes who are 
awaiting the chance to abandon the 
typewriter for the mike. 

Some of the beats scored by radio 


over newspapers have been due to| 


the networks collaboration. Each 
time they have a joint suggestion 
or a joint complaint to a single 


signed by all three, NBC, CBS and 


news agency, picked up Columbia's | 


Amsterdam, but hours passed before | 


it up and is informed of the latest | 


Newspaper correspondents have a| 


has been | 


Networks Agree On War 


Continued from page 3 





Mutual. They got a mike i 

at the front for direct breadens 
to America. Correspondents com 
plained but have not yet succeeded 
in getting a direct wire to their Pari 
offices. All copy is sent to Paris by 
courier. 

Another invidious angle is 
that the military censors often oat 
mit newscasters to say things that 
newsmen have stricken from r 
copy. This is undoubtedly due to the 
fact that the authorities fee] that 
the oral word is not as indelible 
on the mind as the written word and 
that consequently the public is likely 
to forget much sooner what it hears 
than what it reads. 

It must. not be construed, how- 
ever, that the radio newscaster has 
an easy time of it. He has to buck 
up against the same difficulties as 
the scribe plus his own kind. Cen. 
sorship has been just as rigid on im- 
portant items and often quite ex. 
asperating on believedly minor sub- 
jects. 

Censors use various tactics on the 
radio men. If they find a story not 
much to their liking they may hold 
it until after the scheduled hour of 
the broadcast. Since most stories 
have a time element to consider, it 
is often worthless for a later broad- 
cast. Sometimes, too, the censors 
badly mutilate the copy, making it 
unusable since the most salient ele- 
ments of the story are lacking and 
the gaps destroy all continuity or 
sense. 

Ask Change in Censor Setup 


The newscasters’ and scribes’ chief 
complaint against the censors has 
been that the copy is treated as if 
jit were meant for a French rather 
| than an American audience. Often 
jitems originating from the States or 
| known to the American public, in- 
| cluded in the story to make it read 
| better, are unexplainedly eliminated. 
The radio men have been demand- 
jing a different standard of censor- 
| ing judgment for stories meant for 
| foreign consumption. It is for this 
reason that they have been demand- 
jing that newsmen be appointed cen- 
|sors rather than men who until the 
war started had had no experience 
in this type of work. 

The daily brushes between the 
,|American newscasters and_ the 
| French censors have developed into 
;a batle of wits. Various tactics are 
| employed. Either the passage they 
| want to get across is veiled under 
| Some subtle form or slang, often un- 
| comprehensible to the censor, is em- 
|ployed. If stricken out the broad- 
| caster repeats the passage day after 
| day until it finally slips by the cen- 
; sor, 





Other Difficulties 


| There are other difficulties. More 
than 70% of the French radio engi- 
| neers have been mobilized, resulting 
|in reduced efficiency and increased 
|breakdowns, At Christmas, for ex- 
ample, NBC and Columbia split costs 
| for a single wire to Paris from the 
|Maginot Line where a Christmas 
| ceremony was being held. NBC then 
relayed the program over Pontoise, 
whereas Columbia was to have re- 
| layed it by wire to London for trans- 
|mission there. A shorthanded staff 
| forgot to cut in London so that Co- 
'lumbia never received the Xmas 
|ceremony while NBC pulled an un- 
expected exclusive. 

Another hitch in recent months, 
and mostly affecting NBC, which goes 
after big names, is the difficulty of 
| getting well-known correspondents 
'to broadcast for them. Until last 
| year all the big names of the United 
| Press, Associated Press and Interna- 
| tional News Service and newspaper 
| correspondents covering big assign- 
|ments in Europe also made occa- 
sional radio broadcasts and made 
plenty extra cash on the side. Amer- 
icans heard reporters give their im- 
pressions over the radio from Ethid- 
pia, Spain, Austria and Czecho- 
slovakia and then pick up_ their 
papers to read these same men’s dis- 
patches from the same points. 

All that is finished. Correspondents 
have received strict orders from their 
home offices to discontinue these 
broadcasts, The news agencies and 
newspapers are willing to sell copy 
and names to the various networks 
but they want to consumate the _ 
themselves and not leave it to their 
individual correspondents. 


Ted Dealey Heads WFAA 








Dallas, Feb. 27. , 
Recent change in high wor ta 

} > allae — as made 
The Dallas News has rons nead 


Dealey, new prez of paper, 
of WFAA, owned by News. " 

| -Sueceeds his father, G. B. Dea - 
who becomes chairman of the boare. 
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“Few ‘Associate Members’ of N.A.B. 





Dues Reduced in Move to Attract More of Them— 
Set Manufacturers Pay $100 Annually 








- 


Washington, Feb. 24. 


ed effort to strengthen 
bonds between broadcasters and 
pusiness groups whose welfare de- 
nds to varying degrees upon the 
radio industry is being made by 
NAB. First step was ratification of 
a lower scale of annual dues for as- 
sociate members of the trade body, 
reliminary to launching a vigorous 
recruiting drive. ; 

Fees were pruned all along the 
line at last week’s meeting of the 
Board of Directors following discus- 
sion of disappointing result from 

t moves to enlist station repre- 
sentatives, agencies, equipment peo- 
ple and others with a direct stake in 
broadcasting. New scale follows: 

Transcription companies—with an- 
nual business volume up to $100,000, 
dues of $250 annually; with bigger 
gross revenues, $500. 

Station reps—with up to 10 clients, 
$250; with more clients, $500. 

News services, $1,000. 

‘Market research organizations, 
100. 

“Agencies, $100. 

“Set manufacturers, $100. 
Equipment manufacturers, $200. 
‘In addition, the N.A.B. directorate 
yoted to sell the Association’s weekly 
pulletin on trade developments to 
others, particularly lawyers, en- 
gineers, and similar persons ineligi- 
ble for membership, at a fixed price, 

$50 a year. 

When the N.A.B. was reorganized 
two years ago, it was thought pos- 
sible to bring together in a single 
organization all business elements 
with a financial stake in radio. Such 
a ‘united front’ would give added 
strength in battles over legislation 
and regulation, besides facilitating 
the exchange of opinions over opera- 
tion problems. Response of poten- 
tial associate members has been 
apathetic, apparently partly to the 
high dues with no voting privileges. 


Local ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ Has 
Unhappy Experience As 
Telephone Goes Dead 


Reading, Pa., Feb. 27. 
Hazards of conducting programs in 


which making a telephone call is part 
of the routine has been illustrated 
here. Calvin Jackson’s ‘It Could Be 
You’ program over WEEU had a 
seven-minute crisis when the tele- 
phone on which Jackson depended 
went dead. 

It apparently happened as follows: 
Jackson took the hook off the phone, 
turned to spin a wheel in the studio 
for the ‘lucky number’ which, in the 
fashion of Tums ‘Pot O’ Gold,’ would 
prompt the selection of a name from 
the directory. Although the emcee’s 
motive in taking the hook off was 
to prevent incoming calls he actually 
defeated himself by this move be- 
Cause somebody did try to get the 
number and, failing after some mo- 
ments, asked the phone company to 
check the connection. All of these 
goings-on meant the phone couldn't 
be used when Jackson needed it. 

He had to leave the radio audience 
deserted while he dashed to another 
telephone some distance away. 


HARD-BOILED HERBIE 
(THE WARDEN) ON KYW 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
Warden Herbert E. (Hard-Boiled 
Herbie) Smith, of the Eastern State 
Penitentiary, turns thespian tonight 
(Tuesday) and plays himself in 
4 dramatization of a prison scene on 














Po warden, who has a reputation 
of being a tough guy, will see if he 
can handle mike-fright. 





Henkin Chipper Again 


P Sioux Falls, S. D., Feb. 27. 

oe Henkin, president and g.m. of 
ed and KELO here, back at his 
~ after a siege of illness. 
‘i ill Rohn, KSOO-KELO sports an- 
canke’s who was also out for three 
- x for a tonsilectomy, returned 
€ mike in time to take up an- 
Geng assignment at the Golden 
3 eves finals, which were sponsored 
wus year by the twin stations. 


ss 


Test of Sanity 





Four alleged horrible’ ex- 
amples, Katharine Seymour, 
Vera Oldham,, Laurence Ham- 
mond and Stuart Hawkins, will © 
participate in a symposium on 
the question, ‘Can anyone write 
a daily serial and stil] retain his 
sanity?’ at the regular meeting 
tonight (Wednesday) of the 
Radio Writers Guild, at the 
Midston hotel, N. Y. 

All four have had ample rea- 
son to know. 


FCC STRATEGY 
ON GIVEAWAYS 
CONFUSES 


Washington, Feb. 27. 

By turning squawks about prize 
programs over to the Justice De- 
partment for consideration, the FCC 
has added to the bewilderment and 
uncertainty about Federal policy 
toward radio contests, guessing 
games, and give-aways. The indus- 
try leaders who have been suggest- 
ing for years that the FCC ought to 
let somebody else umpire arguments 
about the anti-lottery section of the 
Communications Act do not seem 
entirely pleased now that the regu- 
lators have acted in accord with 
their former desires. 

The mystification results directly 
from the disposition of complaints 
about the ‘Pot o’ Gold’ (Tums) Show 
carried by NBC. Why the Commish 
did not point an accusing finger at 











.| this novelty soon after it debuted is 


one of the most puzzling aspects of 
the recent decision to ask the Justice 
Department’s opinion. Further won- 
derment results from the fact that 
the Post Office Department legal 
staff has held that the phone-book- 
thumbing does not constitute a game 
of chance. 

The FCC’s buck-passing was par- 
ticularly surprising to industry 
watchers who had been assured un- 
officially that complaints would be 
put in the ice box and forgotten. 
Only explanation for this change of 
heart seems to be the application of 
political pressure. Word had gone 
out that the Commish lawyers saw 
nothing to be done about the yelps 
from theatre-owners who felt their 
patronage was falling off because 
dialers wanted to be home in case 
their number was called. 

Instead of being the easiest way 
out of an embarrassing situation, the 
reference of the ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ com- 
plaints to the D. J. was a grudging 
surrender by the regulate-until-it- 
hurts element of the FCC. Regard- 
less of what the Law Department 
feels, an important faction of the 
Commish wanted to take some puni- 
tive action. A minority raised the 
familiar cry of ‘censorship,’ pointing 
out that the FCC is not the authority 
to determine what constitutes a ‘lot- 
tery.’ 

There was some disposition to call 
on the carpet the ‘originating sta- 
tion’ until the point was made that 
programs of all kinds generally 
‘originate’ in studios, who are not, 
technically, licensed by the Federal 
authorities. Counter-argument also 
was that if any transmitter was cited 
to show why its license should not 
be nullified—because of violation of 
the anti-lottery clauses—each of the 
several dozen NBC outlets airing the 
Tums feature should be placed on 
the defensive. The law does not rec- 
ognize any distinction between the 
station which feeds a network and 
all the affiliates, while the FCC still 
has not seen fit to adopt any special 
regulations covering the operation of 
chains. These views finally brought 
about the agreement to let the Jus- 
tice Department try and crack the 
nut. 





Dallas Engineers’ Meeting 
Dallas, Feb. 27. 
Institute of Radio Engineers here 
last week heard Dr. H. E. Menden- 
hall, New York, speak. Durwood J. 
Tucker, WRR, was chairman of the 
Dallas section. 





Cecil Ross was program chairman. 








Payroll Traffic 


Boston.—John M. Cooper joined 
WBZ last week as News Editor. He’s 
from WCSH, Portland, and the Bos- 
ton Transcript. WBZ has contracted 
for the INS radio news service to 
supplment UP. 














Fort Worth—Thaine Engle, KGKO 
announcer, has been promoted to 
post of traffic manager, 





Des Moines—Gwen McCleary, di- 
rector of women’s affairs for KSO- 
KRNT for several years, is resigning 
March 1 for matrimony. Her suc- 
cessor has not been chosen. Johnnie 
Lagen, of continuity KSO, going back 
to NBC, Chicago, 

Robert Blaylock, sr., returns to 
WHO with his Musical Almanac 
under sponsorship of Woodman Ac- 
cident Insurance Co. 





Kansas City.—Rod Border at KITE, 
Kansas City, brought in Scotty Mc- 
Intosh as announcer replacing Frank 
Dent. Marjorie Carter takes over as 
home economist succeeding Betty 
Paige. 





Youngstown—New announcer at 
WKBN is Willard Dougherty, known 
as Will Douglas. Formerly with 
WCPO, Cincinnati. 





Akron.—Grant Wilson, recently of 
Columbus, has joined WJW sales 
staff. 





San Antonio.—New to staff at 
KTSA are Rex Pries and Wash Mas- 
terson. Pries is musical director of 
the house band. 

KABC has added Nathan Safir, 
salesman. 





Kingston, N. Y.—Don Kearney, 
formerly with WHAM, Rochester, 
now on announcing staff of WKNY. 





Salem, Ore.—Leonard Shreve now 
announcing for Harry Read’s KSLM 
at Salem. Formerly at Portland for 
KGW-KEX. 





Pittsburgh—Bob Donley of WCAE 
spiel staff for last two years named 
chief announcer. Post vacant since 
Bob McKee resigned several months 
ago to join a Cicero, IIl., station. 





Oklahoma City—Dale Robinson re- 
places Jimmie Todd as WKY an- 
nouncer. Paul Sutton conducting 
‘Odds and Ends’ participating show 
on same station replacing Jerry 
Walters. 


RUDY VALLEE HEADS 
NAME CITRUS SHOW 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Rudy Vallee heads the list of Mu- 
sic Corp. of America-booked talent 
for the San Bernardino orange show 
opening March 14. Others set are 
Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson, Phil 
Harris, Jean Parker, Mary Carlisle, 
Alec Templeton, Tom Mix, Johnny 
Mack Brown and Roger Pryor, Gar- 
wood Van and Billy Miss orchestras. 

Citrus show runs for 10 days. 








KMBC in Particular Protests World’s 
Double-Up on Ads in 5-Min 


ute ET. 





The Enemy Wins 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 

WFIL has a daily program in 
which five radios are given away 
free to five persons whose names 
are picked at random from the 
telephone book a la Tums’ ‘Pot- 
of-Gold’, 

Recently the names of Ruth 
Lafferty and Gladys Brown 
turned up and Farnsworth table 
sets were sent to both of them. 

Ruth Lafferty is private secre- 
tary to Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU 
prexy, and Miss Brown is a 
stenographer at the same opposi- 
tion outlet. 


MUTUAL SHIES 
FROM RADIO 
BINGO 


As a result of the inability of the 
Mutual network and the Curtiss 
Candy Co. to get together on certain 
legalities concerning the latter’s $500 
per broadcast giveaway, which was 
scheduled to start on MBC Feb. 14, 
the program hasn’t yet gotten under 
way. Tagged ‘C.O.D.,’ it was set for 
a five-station 8-8:30 p.m. slot 
Wednesdays in behalf of Baby Ruth 
candy bars. 

Understood the net wanted to 
mike revisions in the method of dis- 
posing of the cash in order to avoid 
any kickbacks but the change; were 
not acceptable to the client. Hell- 
wig-Miller agented. Death of E. W. 
Hellwig of that’ ag@nc-- last week 
further complicated matters. He had 
been working on straightening it out. 
Giveaway was to be similar in op- 
eration to theatre bingo with three 
main prizes of $100 each in the form 
of the U. S. Gov’t bonds. 

















Axton Backs: Bill Stern 


Axton Fisher (Twenty Grand and 
Spud cigarets) will start a sports se- 
ries with Bill Stern on WJZ, N. Y., 
March 4. It will be the 6:15-6:25 spot 
every evening but Saturday and Sun- 
day. 

Weiss & Geller, of Chicago, is the 
agency. 





Hittenmark’s Side-Line 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

In addition to his daily microphone 
stint and some catch-as-catch-can 
public announcing, Gordon Hitten- 
mark, local NBC announcer, has de- 
buted in another business. 

He’s the principal component of 
‘Gordon & Co.,’ public relations firm, 
and publisher of a new weekly radio 





guide of local scope. 





Inside Stuff—Radio 





Graduates of Radio Sales under J. Kelly Smith have been promoted into | 
key jobs for the Columbia Broadcasting System throughout the country. 
From Radio Sales ranks have come Art Kemp, west coast sales chief for 
CBS; Merle Jones, manager of KMOX; Art Hayes, sales manager, WABC; 
Kingsley Horton, sales manager, WEEI; Howard Meighan, radio sales man- 
ager in New York; Steven Fuld, station relations contract for CBS; A. E. 


Joscelyn, manager of WBT. 
manager of WJR. 


In addition there is Owen Uridge, general 





Fred Weber, Mutual general manager, explained last week that the sta- 
tions listed in its new 99-station proposition are those guaranteed for 


Mutual clients taking this deal. 


WFIL, Philadelphia, and KWK, St. Louis, 


agreed, he said, to the lump rate setup but stipulated that they would only 


become a part of it whenever available. 


The only Mutual affiliate that 


ejected the new arrangement in toto was WBAL, Baltimore. 





Lincoln Dellar, recently appointed manager of KSFO, San Francisco, 
originally left San Francisco eight years ago. Returning from New York, 
Charlotte and other radio points he picked up the classified directory, 
thumbed idly through ‘Publishers’ Representatives’ and found himself still 


listed. 


Jack Bundy (‘Heinie’) of WIMJ, Milwaukee, took a portable recording | 


outfit with him to Miami on his vacation, and thus, by chatty transcrip- 
tions, recounting his intimate contacts in the Florida resort, he was able she has occupied at different days 
to keep the WTMJ audience aware of him, without necessity to be in the and hours for five years after this 


studio actually. 





Philo T. Farnsworth was among the 60 midwestern ‘mgdern pioneers’ 


honored at a dinner in Chicago held Feb. 20, sponsored by the National | 


World Broadcasting System has 
encountered quite a protest from 
some of the stations in its Gold 
Group because two products are 
plugged in the five-minute recorded 
program it has placed for Park & 
Tilford. The protesting broadcasters 
hold that World, by failing to ad- 
vise them in advance of the twin 
plug, wasn’t, playing cricket. They 
point out that network affiliates have 
protested against the inclusion of 
more than one product on a network 
program and now they find them- 
selves in the predicament of plug- 
ging two products on a five-minute 
program. All the stations in- the 
group are going through with the 
Park & Tilford series. The critical 
ones have advised World that they 
are doing it under protest and there 
mustn’t be any repetition of this ar- 
rangement. 

The stiffest repercussion came 
from KMBC, Kansas City. With Ar- 
thur Church absent on a vacation, 
Karl Koerper, KMBC v.p., not only 
told World directly what he thought 
of the incident but addressed letters 
to stations in the Gold Group asking 
them what their opinions were on 
the subject. Impression KMBC had 
when it accepted the business was 
that the five-minute recording would 
concern itself with plugging Tintex, 
but when the World platters arrived 
it was found that there was a second 
product, namely, Faoen cosmetics. 


WDAF CANCELS 
POT 0° GOLD 





Kansas City, Feb. 27. 

‘Pot of Gold’ (Tums) won't be 
carried over WDAF any more. It 
has so notified NBC, 

Station, which is owned and op- 
erated by the Kansas City Star, is 
believed to have been influenced in 
its action by the transfer recently to 
the U. S. Department of Justice of 
complaints made against the pro- 
gram to the Federal Communications 
Commission. 





NEC states that there have been 
queries about the show’s legal status 
from some of its red network affili- 
ates, but outside of WDAF the orig- 
inal list of stations clearing ‘Pot of 
Gold’ has remained intact. 


CLAIRE TREVOR PENDS 
FOR OLD GOLD SHOW 


Mann Holiner, radio director for 
Lennen & Mitchell, left Saturday 
(24) for Hollywood to contract the 








‘| supporting cast and a permanent 


producer for the Don Ameche-Old 
Gold show which starts on NBC 
April 5. Also to get under way the 
‘Don’t You Believe It’ series which 
Lorillard has tagged for a Don Lee- 
McClatchy hookup. Holiner will re- 
main on the Coast until April 15. 
Among those under consideration 
for the Old Gold show are Claire 
Trevor and Pat Friday, singer, who 
was discovered on the Kraft Music 
Hall (NBC-red). 





Austin Ownership Change 


San Antonio, Feb. 27. 

The State Capitol Broadcasting 
Association, Inc., owners of station 
KTBC at Austin, has filed an ap- 
plication with the Federal Com- 
munication Commission for a trans- 
fer of control from R. B. Anderson, 
R. A. Stuart and A. W. Walker, Jr., 
to J. M. West, J. Marion West and 
P. M. Stevenson. Control would be 
transferred along with 250 shares of 
common stock. KTBC is one of the 
six stations which had its li- 
cense revoked by the FCC in an 
order issued last week. 

J. M. West is_ publisher 
Austin Daily Tribune. 


of the 





Benay Venuta and WOR Part 
Benay Venuta drops off the sus- 
,taining spot at WOR, N. Y., which 





Sunday’s (8) broadcast. Miss Ven- 
| uta recently joined the Georgie Jes- 
| sel-Vitalis program on NBC. 
Singer’s only commercial while at 


Association of Manufacturers, Armour Institute and the Illinois and Wis- | the Mutual New York outlet was for 
consin State Manufacturers Associations. 


i Cel-Ray tonic last year. 
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Chief Engineer Loses ‘Executive Status ....°v. scrv>_ 1 co 


Warm-up Sessions 





WOR, N. Y., will this year carry 


If Only Doing a One-Day Rebief Trick ..vos.».x:.73 00.20 ez 


| ball games ever aired, picking up 34 





Washington, Feb. 27. 

Legal status of chief engineers un- 
der the wage-hour law was cleared 
up considerably last week by an in- 
formal ruling on hypothetical cases 
submitted to the Labor Department 
bureau by the National Association 
of Broadcasters. Previously the en- 
forcers of the labor standards act 
gave an interpretation under which 
small stations will be forced to pay 
overtime to announcers. 

Question of when are chief en- 
gineers ‘executives’ and exempt from 
the limitations of the law depends 
largely upon circumstances in indi- 
vidual cases, but such individuals do 
not lose their ‘executive’ rating when 
they occasionally take over opera- 
tion of the apparatus. No blanket 
opinion was issued regarding in- 
stances when such technicians ir- 
regularly relieve subordinates’ in 
emergencies—such as on account of 
sickness, vacations, etc.—but the 
Wage-Hour Administration did say 
they can fill in at lunch time with- 
out coming into the category which 
deserves time-and-a-half for work- 
ing more than 42 hours weekly. 


Demoted 


If a chief engineer fills in for a 
subordinate regularly for any cons | 
siderable period of time, such as one 
day weekly, he would be doing aj 
‘substantial amount’ of work and ac- | 
cordingly lose his executive status, 
being entitled to extra compensation 
if his week exceeds 42 hours, NAB 
was told. But when he takes a hand 
at actual operation irregularly, the 
legal question depends on the par- 
ticular facts in each instance and no 
uniform interpretation is possible. 

Operators who try to make spon- 
sors share part of the burden of an- 
nouncers’ pay cannot dodge the 
wage-hour law, under a ruling by 
Milton C. Denbo, chief opinion at- 
torney of the Government agency. 
When stations assess advertisers 











COLUMBUS,OHIO 
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JOHN BLAIR &CO. Representative 


| Brooklyn Dodger practice arguments 























‘ - er | beginning March 8. It’s supposed to 
pager Ae Ne ee ike 5 ae to train baseball followers 
regarded as part of the regular com- to automatically dial to the Brooklyn 
pensation, he told Joseph L. Miller, | 8@™e€s when the full sr son and op- 
trade body's labor expert. Miller | Position airings start. 
submitted an inquiry about a myth- Al Helfer will do the reconstruc- 
ical transmitter which pays aj tion from wire reports filed by Red 
spieler $37 weekly and then gives | Barber, with the team. Barber's 
him a $5 ‘talent charge’ paid by the /| “irst play-by-plays will be on the an- 
sponsor whose program he handles. nual Dodger- Yankee pre-season series 
In such situations, the actual stipend | from New York, General Mills and 
is $42 weekly entitling the an-| Procter & Gamble sponsor. 
nouncer to over-time pay at the rate 
of $1.50 hourly, Denbo said. NO CONVENTION FOR 
‘It appears that, in this situation, 
the increased hourly rate can be ? 
avoided only if the sponsor or his WHEATIES SPIELERS 
advertising agency hires and pays 
the announcer directly, NAB was San Francisco, Feb. 27. 
told. “This would involve payment’ When the Pacific Coast Baseball 
of social security taxes by the spon- reague resumes play on April 1 the 
The Weenies oak was not, 22mes will again be sponsored md 
particularly sympathetic to Miller's ey ened = hg ia a, 
ge Se BP nel = —— | eral manager of Westco Advertising, 
time rate charges because it gets. the General Mills Agency, stated that 
more money for its employes or | even though all stations have not 
saves them the deduction which ad-| Yet been signed it is probable ba 
vertising agencies make from their 3 least 12 outlets in California, he 
pay when the advertising agencies | 8°" and Washington will carry the 
handle talent.’ Miller thought the | Sponsored games. — 
extra $5 should be considered a| Westco is now lining up the large 
‘bonus.’ not part of the regular com- ‘crew of sportscasters. There will be 
pensation. ; -no general announcers conference 
| this year, such as has been the case 
' |in the past. Instead Stafford and 
KMBC UNCLEARED FOR |other executives of General Mills 
| and Goodrich will conduct a travel- 
KANSAS CITY GAMES | ixz ‘school,’ going to Los Angeles, 
| San Francisco, Portland and Seattle 
/to instruct the announcers and com- 
Kansas City, Feb. 27. | mentators on the procedure» of 
Broadcasting of the Kansas City | handling the games, the commercials, 
Blues, American association, base-| and other merchandising points. 
ball games has not yet been set al-| Last year the chosen sportcasters 
though General Mills has rights.| were gathered for a two-day school 
Problem of outlet has arisen, as | session in San Francisco. 
KMBC, one of stations used last 
year, appears unlikely to be able to ° 
clear necessary time. San Antonio Baseball 
General Mills has Walt Lochman, 
sports announcer, under contract to . 
do the broadcasts. Blues leave for | San Antonio, Feb. 27. 
training camp next week, but Loch- | 
man is yet undecided whether to | 
accompany. 
outlets doesn’t appear likely for sev- 
eral weeks yet. 


_ Wheaties and Goodrich Tires. 
Young will announce all games. 





ments are being made at the present 
i time to broadcast exhibition games 
las well as training games of teams 


Jax Beer Expands 





Austin, Texas, Feb. 27. 

Jackson Brewing Co. of New, with which the local team is af- 

Orleans is adding to its list of 11/ filiated, the Giants, and possibly the 
stations carrying the program ‘Enjoy , Yankees, may pass through. 

Life’ and spot announcements in be- | 
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One Department Store's Ide 
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the broadcasting is done from a 
exploited in one of the department 
The Allen-Bradley Co,, the 


Idea was originated by Samuel 


WGAR Scores a Double 


Cleveland, Feb. 27. 


WGAR has received the Safety 
plaque of Commercial Investment 
Trust for the second consecutive 
year. It’s awarded to the station that 
has done most to promote traffic 
safety during the previous year. 

John W. Darr, trustee of the 
C. I. T. Safety Foundation, will pre- 
sent the plaque to WGAR in a 
special program tomorrow night 
(Wednesday). 





. 


Miami Crosstalk : 


FO 9444449964466 06444666664- 


Miami, Feb. 27. 
Ted Long, Doug Storer, B. A. 
Rolfe, and Linda Lee in town for 
Ripley airings. 





wintering nearby. St. Louis Browns, | 


} 
| 


Bill Pennell and Bill Hightower, 
| WIOD announcers, splitting the local 
' mike assignment on Ripley show. 
Kay Kyser will play one dance 
date between broadcast commit- 
ments in Miami. Checks in at Club 





| day night soiree. 
WKAT snagged daily hour airing for 


KABC will air all home as well as|!. J. Fox. 
road games of the San Antonio Mis- | 


sions (Texas League), with spon-| director, subbing for his wife on 
Settling of broadcast | .>:chip split between General Mills’ | ‘Jane Recommends,’ while she's out 


Dave | of town. 


Don Butler, WIOD continuity 


| WQAM’s Uncle Mac celebrated 


Deal starts on April 12. Arrange-| eighth anniversary. ; 
Biggest spender for air time in| 


Miami this season is Ethel Willetts, 
evangelist, airing over WQAM, Bill 
runs $500 a week. ~ 

Walter Winchell winds up his 
WIOD-NBC feds from Miami this 
week. 

WKAT will fed Conn-Lesnevich 


Browne, Fort Lauderdale, for Satur- |! 


half of Jax Beer throughout the 
southwest. New stations are KTBC 
of this city; KRIS, Corpus Christi; 
KFDM, Beaumont, KLUF, Galves- 
ton; KPLC, Lake Charles, La. and 
KRDM, Shreveport, La. 


Account is handled by Anfenger 





45000 WATTS DAY 


1000 WATTS NIGHT 





agency of St. Louis an 
leans. 


New Or-| 


Andorn, WGAR, 0. 0.’s Filmdom | »rawl to NBC blue with Bill Stern 

Cleveland, Feb. 27. |;and Sam Taub coming to Miami for 
Sidney Andorn, WGAR gossiper | &Vent. ; | 

for Standard Brewing, has left for| George Christy back on air over| 

Hollywood where he will transcribe | WIOD with a late night remote from| 

/a nightly program and airmail disc | West Flagler Kennel Club. 

parge 44 | Eloise McAllister has returned to 

| Arrangements have been set with program staff of WQAM after season 

| film studios for interviews. | in New Orleans. 
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“We know, in a general way, that the 
four news periods we have sponsored 
over KLZ for the past year have been 
profitable, but before renewing for an- 
other year can you show us something 
specific in the way of results?” 

Harry R. Goalstone, Manager 
Rogers Jewelry Company 


KLZ answered this request with 
two announcements. Selecting an article 
for home use,’ priced $3.95, one an- 
nouncement was made between 10:30 
and 10:45 Thursday night, January 4th 


and another between 8:00 and §:15,: 
Sunday afternoon January 7th. A total 
of 201 sales amounting to $793.95, were 
made in direct response to these two an- 
nouncements over Denver’s top station. 


It is such power to create direct re- 
sponse for sponsors that has caused local 
advertisers to spend more money with 
KLZ than with any other station in the 
Denver-Rocky Mountain area. 


SX 
KLZ enver 


CBS Affiliate—5S60 Kilocycles 


AFFILIATED IN MANAGEMENT WITH THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPANY 
AND WKY, OKLAHOMA CiTY—REPRESENTED BY THE Katz AGENCY, INC. 


| 


Bill Dyer, WCAU sports speiler, 


| Zuesting over WQAM on Bob Elmer’s 
| dramatized sports show, 

Henry Gendron orch from Villa 
| Venice added to WKAT remote set- 
| up. 





| “The Belle of New York’ is being 
| adapted for a broadcast, with Tessa 
| Deane in the Edna May role. 


It’s The Warner Bros. 








At The Barbizon 





Mlwaukee, Feb. 27. 


Program to tie-in with the city’s industrial plants is being sponsored 
by the Boston Store over WEMP, and while the first couple of weeks 
broadcasts were more or less of an experiment, they have already been 
extended to 13 weeks, with probably another like number to follow, 

Each week the station runs its lines into a different industria] plant 
where each day from 12 to 12:15 ‘a factory department head igs , 
viewed by Charley LaForce on the product being manufactured there, 
On the final day of the week the president of the concern ig inter. 
viewed as a grand dramatic climax. Advance interest in the broadcast 
is drummed up by circularizing the workers and their homes when 
payroll checks are given out for the preceding week. During the week 


inter. 


specified ‘factory, its products ate 
store’s main show windows, . 
Milprint Corporation, Lindeman. 


Holverson Co. have each had a week of this radio publicity, and cur. 
rently the Miller Brewing Co. is telling how its beer is made and sold. 


J. Cohen, of the Boston Store, and 


worked out with Byron Boruszak, sales manager of WEMP, the depart. 
ment store standing the entire expense, besides contributing space to 
the exploitation in its newspaper ads, 
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Dept. Store Sponsors 
KTSA Amateur Program 
With Bowes Unit Tie-Up 


San Antonio, Feb. 27. 

KTSA has ‘search for talent’ spe. 
cial series sponsored by Joske Bros, 
department store on air for a quar- 
ter-hour daily with one-half hour 
Sunday stanza. 

Winner, to be determined by audi- 
ence mail vote, will appear with the 
Major Bowes’ ‘Sth Anniversary Unit’ 
which will open at the Majestic the- 
atre here week of March 2. 

Ernest Hauser, musical director for 
the theatre, conducting the audi- 
tions. 


PS.—The Team Is Rotten 


| Toledo, O., Feb. 27. 
Possibility of baseball broadcasts 
iin Toledo this year is considered 
| slight. WSPD (which previously 
carried the games for Wheaties) has 
| declared itself and Connie Desmond, 
baseball announcer, out because of 
too many previous program commit- 
ments. WTOL for the same reason 
has a somewhat pessimistic view. 
Besides, the Toledo Mud Hens 
(American Association) are not rais- 
ing much enthusiasm among the 
fans, as their prospects are n.sh, 

















WGAL’s Improvements 
Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 27, 

J. H. Steinman, owner of station 
WGAL here, has awarded a contract 
to H. Wohlsen’s Sons, builders, this 
city, for improvements to eoat 
$5,000. 

Does not include new aerial equip- 
ment. 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES : 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 











Would You Buy This Combination -- If You Could ? 


“INFORMATION PLEASE” 
“KOLLEGE OF MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE” 


WELL...? 


Here Is ONE Radio Attraction That Combines 
The Best Features Of The TWO Shows 


STARRING 


AL JARVIS 


(Originator of “Make 


‘FACE THE MUSIC’ 


FEATURING 
The Nation’s Outstanding Band Leaders 
You Can Have This Show TODAY By Phoning 


DAVID McCOSKER ‘ 
| Warner Bros. Broadcasting Corp. Representative 


|| IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING 
GOOD, HERE IT Is! 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 





Half-Hour Radio Show 


Believe Ballroom”) 


Plaza, New York 
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New York City—Said Nick Kenny of the Mirror in his radio column: 
4 wonder—whether the true test of the greatness of radio won’t be when 
commercials are more interesting than programs?’ 





Des Moines—Dopey Quickpot Drake, fowl featured on Col. Lem Stoop- 
pagies show, has been adopted as the mascot of Drake University. 





san Francisco.—‘World’s Fair Party,’ a quizzer sponsored by Roma Wine 
Co., was broadcast over the Don Lee Network from a United Air liner 
cruising 4,000 feet above the Golden Gate area. Art Linkletter, m.c., 

ted in the plane, interviewed the oldest citizen in various communi- 
ties, with the latter exchanging patter from the ground. 





Nashville—Organist Leon Cole leaped from bed to make his early morn- 
session on WSM. Found his false teeth frozen in a glass of water, 


his automobile also frozen. He made the studio on time but was badly 


handicapped in handling the ribbers. 





philadelphia—Small tots who formerly boasted they could spell c-a-t or 
dog are now according to J. A. Aull, boasting they can spell K-Y-W. 





Brooklyn, N. ¥Y.—Publicity style from beyond the East River: * 

‘The Honorable Mr. Hanin Chen wishes to advise that he has been ap- 
pointed to the high position of director and announcer of Chinese pro- 
grams for radio station WARD, Brooklyn, and that he will present the first 
of these programs on Tuesday afternoon at 3:45 P.M. Mr. Chen will look 
with much delight on a recitation of this fact in the press.’ 


j 


Flashes From Boston 


Boston, Feb. 27. 
WBZ takes ‘Massachusetts on the 





|March’ ‘sponsored by Mutual Sav- 


ings Banks) to Springfield for next 
Thursday’s broadcast. 

WEEI’s studios and offices in the 
Edison Electric Building are being 
renovated and rearranged. 

Boston Transcript inaugurated a 
special weekly radio supplement last 
Saturday (Feb. 17). : 

Manager Harold E. Fellows of 
WEEI did his business over the tele- 
phone from his suburban home dur- 
ing the storm because transporta- 
tion was cut off. 

WBZ and NBC Blue broadcast 
Rakov and studio orchestra to Eng- 
land last week via BBC. 

Carleton Dickerman celebrates 15 
years at WEEI this week. 

‘Glamour Girl,’ authored by WBZ- 
WBZA announcer Keyes Perrin, will 
have its premiere on the Jordan 
Marsh hour. 

Ralston Darley, of WMEX’s ‘Trav- 
eling Gordons,’ is having his spot on 
the serial filled by Al Ericson while 





the former recovers from an appen- 


| dix operation. 
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Labor Jams 
Originations 
From Miami 


— - 


Miami, Feb. 27. 

Bob Ripley's ‘Believe or Not’ pro- 
gram got in the middle of a union 
controversy last week but extricated 
itself in time for the broadcast over 
CBS. Announcers on WQAM, the 
originating station, refused to take 
out permits from the American 
Federation of Radio Actors to work 
the show, with the result that the 
assignmert went to announcers from 
WIOD, local NBC affiliate. The 
talent engaged locally for the Ripley 
broadcast complied with the union’s 
request and took out the required 
permits. 

WIOD ‘is organized, while WQAM 
is non-union throughout. B. B. D. 
& 0., agency on the Ripley show, has 
a preferential working agreement 
with AFRA. 

Program ran in another union jam 
when the musicians refused to play 
the show from the ballroom of the 
local Columbus hotel because of a 
labor dispute in the spot. This sit- 
uation was solved by engaging the 
University of Miami’s auditorium as 


ea oeieinating studio for the broad- 
cast, 


PHILCO NET-MINDED 
FOR WYTHE WILLIAMS 


Philco plans to move Wythe Wil- 

ms, news commentator, currently 
on WOR, New York, to a network 
hookup, five quarter-hours a week, 
if it can get a desirable spot. 

Radio-refrigerator | manufacturer 


had a bid in for a CBS spot but it 
didn’t jell. 


of the Friendly 


vast audience. 











Benny-Welles Swap 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Jack Benny and Orson Welles are 
to swap calls on each other's pro- 
grams. 

Jello comic will do ‘June Moon’ 


With the bearded boy on the Camp- 
bell Playhouse. r 4 





and down-to-earth technique. 





LOCAL QUARTET SPONSORED 
Ft. Worth, Feb. 27, 

Bel Canto Quartet, local singing 

group, is on KGKO and Lone Star 
ain for Mrs,-Baird’s Bakery at 8:30 

&m. Sunday. 

yauattet includes Fred Shelton, 
artin Thomas, T. K. Johnson and 
arcel Jones. They are the official 


National Shrine Quartet. 





CHARLES WOODS is chosen to announce 
more WLW commercial programs than 
any one else because of his friendly voice 





MIKES and MEM 


“Friendliness” . . . that’s the outstanding charac- 
teristic of WLW’s staff of 16 announcers . . . Each 
one capable, each one top-rate, each one a vital part 
Joice of WLW that strengthens the 
bonds of loyalty between the Nation’s Station and its 
Affectation has no place at WLW, 
whose announcers hail from all parts of the nation... 
each one carefully chosen to make a staff as complete 
and versatile as that of any independent station. 
Because of the warm, friendly voices of Peter Grant, 
Michael Hinn, Gordon Shaw, Bill Brown, Jimmy 
Leonard, Ed Mason, Harvey Miller, Ken Peters, 
Roger Baker, Dick Bray, Paul Allison, Charles Woods, 
Paul Jones, Fred Foster, Bill Frost and John Cornell, 
WLW listeners make it a point to hear them regularly 
. - - consider them their friends. 





Big Budget Talent Shows Look - 
Doomed by No Sales Talk Rule 





Montreal, Feb. 27. 

With Fridolin, the outstanding 
French-language comic, scheduled to 
go off the air for Black Horse Ale 
shortly, the J. -Walter Thompson 
Agency brings to a close the last of 
its costly musical shows for brewery 
sponsors. Fridolin show, ‘Train de 
Plaisir,’ is limited to sponsor identi- 
fication only due to the stringent 
— ban on beer commer- 
cials. 


Agency in spending in the neighbor- 
hood of $2,000 weekly for a one time 


musical program which offers the 
sponsor absolutely no sales talk, has 


last year, 


census of opinion, Thompson Agency 








been questioned in radio circles ever | 
since agency picked up the comic} nouncer to get job through audition 


O’Hearn, where sponsor gets three 
plugs in space of five minutes. Value 
of newscasting for brewery sponsor- 
ship was first demonstrated by the 
Cockfield-Brown Agency with Mol- 
son Newscaster Chris Ellis, who still 
leads the field locally with four years 
on air to his credit. British-Ameri- 
can Oil (J. Walter Thompson) has 


,also discovered inherent value of 
inewscasting with Peck Robinson pro- 


gram on Canadian Marconi station 


Policy of J. Walter Thompson! CFCF. 





AUDITION CLICK AT LAST 


Salt Lake City, Feb. 27. 
Bill Backman is first wouldbe an- 


on KDYL Announcer’s School, a 


Biggest value, according to con-| program which has been running 


/once a week for some three months, 
has developed for a brewery account ! 


is Black Horse commentator Walter | Logan, Utah. 


Position landed is with KVNU, 
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PETER GRANT, Chief Announcer, has been a favorite of WLW 
listeners for more than 8 years. Both sponsors and listeners like his 
distinct news programs, his friendly and sales-powered commercials. 











GORDON SHAW year-after-year gets the 
spiel-spot of many of WLW's better shows 
because of unassuming, human type of 














PAUL ALLISON, an ordinary fellow with an 
extraordinary voice, is one of WLW's 
most popular announcers because of his 


genuine sincerity and lack of affectation. 

















tion—The Nation's Station. 


JIMMY LEONARD'S spontaneous chuckle and 
enthusiastic good humor are as familiar to 
WLW listeners as its famous identifica- 





ROGER BAKER, one of the nation’s best liked 
sports announcers, is so popular because 
his sport shows are authentic, real, spoken 
in friendly words that evéryone appreciates. 














NEW YORK 


REPRESENTATIVES: TRANSAMERICAR 
BROADCASTING & TELEVISION CORPORATION 
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JAMES J. WALKER 
Amateurs (Loew’s State) 
60 Mins.—Local 
PRINCESS PAT 
Monday, 9 p.m. 
WHN, New York 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 
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‘LUNCHEON AT THE WALDORF’ 
With Ilka Chase, Frank Luther, Paul 
ee Orch, Bert Parks 


ins. 
CAMEL CIGARETS 
Satarday, 1:30 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 





The former mayor of New York | 
City is nov. master of ceremonies for | 


an amateur hour operating Monday | 
nights from the stage of Loew’s| 
State (see separate review from the- 
atre end) and sponsored by a Chi- 
cago cosmetic line, Princess Pat. 


The restoration of an amateur hour 
by WHN, origina: Major Bowes’ sta- 
tion, has long been contemplated, 
but Loew’s station was weary of 
carrying it sustaining after an ex- 
tended speil at Loew’s Ziegfeld with 
J. C. Flippen, Ed East and other 
successive m.c.s. With the ex-mayor 
for a presiding officer and the vaude 
flagship of the circuit for point of 
origin, the program now takes off. 
Of the amateurs themselves there is 
scant requirement for comment. 
Walker, meantime, is his old glib 
personality self. 

Getaway performance was uneven 
in pene, and, over the air, seemed 
to imply that less than a full hour’s 
running would be better showman- 
ship. However, the necessary cere- 
monials of the occasion are now, 
taken care of and subsequent broad- 
casts should have a great deal more 
zip. The amateur show has usually | 
been identified with the 60-minute 
span rather than shorter takes. 

Walker got a welcome at 
the start and his intermittent refer- 
ences, slyly double-entendre, to his 
own political experiences were good 
for laughs. It has been his custom 
to gently kid himself and his changed 
status as a strictly private person. 
This same type of humor was 
noted on his former radio series 
over WMCA from various metro- 
politan New York hospitals. 

It is superfluous to report that the 
ex-mayor is strong on diction and 
fast on repartee. The flaw of the 
first broadcast was that he was in- 
terrupted too much by amateur solo- 
ists who stayed too long. The simon- 
pures need to be cut ‘down and 
speeded up plenty. Those long fiddle 
cadenzas ind such ain’t art. Land. 





JULIAN AKINS 

Singer 

15 Mins—Regional 

STERLING PRODUCTS 

Daily, 1:30 p. m. 

KABC-TSN, San Antenie. 

(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

Alkaline songs are rendered pleas- 

antly by this pasture yodeller. Its 
e kind of small budget show that 
as the logic of fitting the area and 
e taste it seeks to serve. Only 


(Esty) 

Reynolds tobacco, which sponsors 
Bob Crosby and will bankroll the 
Yankee and Giants home games this 
summer for the pop following, also 
buys plenty of ad space in the slick 
mags to print testimonials from so- 
cialites and other bigwigs. As an- 
other move to prove how the very 


smartest people smoke Camels, the 
sponsor is now offering this series of 
Saturday luncheons, originating in 
the oy we room of the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel, N. Y., with Ilka Chase 
as hostess-m.c. for a group of 50 
‘women of fashion, women in the 
headlines, women who make the 
wheels go around.’ Paul Baron's 
orchestra plays sweet music and 
Frank Luther warbles two romantic 
ballads. 

Subject matter of the show seems 
suited to appeal to the women-who- 
like-to-know-what’s-going-on classifi- 
cation. Introduced guests included 
Irene Wicker (‘do tell us how you 
manage to look so young, Irene’), 
Peggy Burns (‘what sort of books do 
you keep in Macy’s book depart- 
ment?’), Florence Lake (‘do you like 
radio better than Hollywood?’), and 
Lotte Lehmann (‘tell us about your 
new hobby, painting’). between 
these let’s-all-be-girls-together kind 
of first-name-calling bits, Miss Chase 
offered an account of her recent so- 
cial doings and a brief talk on 
fashions—the theme being taste vs. 
money. 

Atmosphere was rather strained, 
which may or may not be rectified in 
subsequent programs. Camel offered 
two major commercials, with briefies 
at the open and close. 

Edith Meiser’s scripting of the first 
chapter caught the all-femme atmos- 
phere and managed to inject an im- 

romptu flavor. Women who would 
ike to visit New York, but can’t 
manage to arrange the trip, are in- 
vited to listen in every week—not 
forgetting to bring along their Camel 
cigarets. Hobe. 





fellowship of ‘Home on The Range’ 
and the product, Coconut Oil Sham- 
poo, maybe folks have been under- 
estimating the back country. 
Akins provides his own accom- 
paniment on the guitar and dis- 
charges his duties acceptably. The 
blurbs are in charge of Jimmy Mc- 
Clain of the Eliott Roosevelt outfit 
in Fort Worth, whence comes the 
entertainment, said to be part of the 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert  adjust- 





Oddity involved is the strange bed- 


ment after the Transcontinental in- 
cident. Andy. 


——————————————— 


A gripping series of action-packed 
adventures that now, more than ever, 
will thrill your listeners as spies and 
saboteurs are tracked down by 
the Secret Service 


Expertly produced in association with Heffelfinger 
Radio Features. This NBC recorded program series 


is particularly timely and 


topnotch entertainment. It 


offers as well real opportunities for exploitation and 


merchandising. Available 


for spot advertisers in one 


or one hundred markets ... For “Secret Agent K-7 
Returns” presentation and merchandising guide, write 


* * ee @ @ 
dio-Recording Division 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


RCA Bidg., Radio City, New York © Merchandise Mart, Chicago 
Sunset and Vine, Hellywood 





‘] AM WHAT I AM’ 

With George Walsh and Bill Bryan 
Sustaining 

Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 

WHAS, Louisville 

Listenable half hour, based on the 
premise that there are unusual occu- 
pations represented among the city’s 
population. Some production angles 
open the show, with various voices 
launching into ‘I started as a taxi 
driver 10 years ago—’ and fade out. 


These introes are handled by staff 
voices, and then the interviewees are 
brought on to tell their story. Bill 
Bryan handles the questions, and 
lets ’em tell their own story. without 
too many interruptions. On show 
caught, head of the local U. S. 
Weather Bureau, a taxi driver, and 
a buyer of womens’ apparel for a 
local department store were the per- 
sonalities who enlightened the pub- 
lie on their jobs, and just how they 
came to enter their particular line 
of endeavor. 

Offer of $5 cash is made to anyone 
suggestine an occupation which 
would make an interesting interview, 
accompanied by set of five questions. 
Thus, $15 is given away on each pro- 
gram, to the persons making the win- 


ine week’s program. ee 
From a strictly local angle, it’s 
auite interesting. On one show, Paul 
Sullivan was interviewed, and told 
of his experience during an air raid 
warning in London. old 





Follow-Up Comment 








Robert Virevai, in Hollywood for 
a recital date, guested last Thursday 
(22) on the Bing Crosby show for 
Kraft cheese. Young violinist, who 
quickly became a boxoffice smash in 
a single New York concert appear- 
ance after his arrival from Prague 
last year, demonstrated the mellow 
tone and sensitive touch that recital 
audiences have vraised. Two num- 
bers, ‘Violin Maker of Cremona’ andl 
‘Flight of the Bumble Bee,’ were 
shrewdly selected for a_ radio 
briefie of this kind, although thev 
were limited in interpretative scope. 
Sabu, the young elephant driver 
from India -who has appeared in 
several pictures, also guested on the 
program, giving the answers in a 
lively interview about elenhant driv- 
ing as compared to horseback rid- 
ing, his headband as compared to a 
hat, ete. Like the Virovai appear- 
ance. it was skillfully scripted to 
highlight the younester and _ inci- 
dentally continue the flavor that 
makes the Crosby series one of the 
week’s standouts. 





Miriam Hopkins guested Sunday 
(25) on ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ over 
CBS. prancing through the title part 
in ‘Calamity Jane,’ a comically-seri- 
ous sagebrush meller, with Burgess 
Meredith as Wild Bill Hickok. Like 
most hoss operas, it was loaded with 
action and. with the emphasized 
sound effects, rather good for radio. 


show performance. 





for Error,’ at the Plymouth, N. Y 
did a one-shot Sunday (25) on ‘Pur- 
suit of Happiness,’ playing a kind of 
demented city editor in.a newspaper 
farce that was right out of the booby 
hatch. Since it was all strictly from 
mania, the pace was fast and hot. 
Levene scored by doing it with 
straight-faced punch. Ray Collins 
wound up the provrar by reading 
‘February 22, 1940.’ the Christopher 
La Farsee poem from last week’s 
|New Yorker. Much of it was so-so 
| for radio, excent the endins, which 
was sock for this particular show. 
Bettv Hutton. a livelv hoofer-singer 
in “Two for the Show.’ at the Booth, 
N. Y.. warbled the ‘Little Miss Muf- 
fett? number from that musical. but 
it was rather pointless via the air. 








| _ Bernarr McFadden did a one- 
timer on ‘Hobby Lobby’ last Sunday 
| (25) to tell about his pet pastime. 
i flying. Nothing much to it except 
that the publisher sounded jittery 
and tangle-tongued before the mike. 
Real point of the date appeared to 
be his plug for a forthcoming Dave 
Elman piece in True Story mag, and 
he slipped in a teaser about the 
tragedy in Elman’s life that led him 
to make a career of collecting hob- 
bies. Larry Adler. pro harmonica 
playez, was another guest on the 
stanza, relating how he began mak- 
ing appearances before infantile 
varalysis victims in hospitals around 
the world. Brought three tyro 
mouth organ olavers along from 
Bellevue hospital, N. Y., then tore 
off a showmanly number himself. 





Ames ’n’ Andy worked in a refer- 
ence to VARIETY as they finished a 
sequence in which the Kingfish gave 
radio-ambitious Andy a sales talk on 
the big contract he would arrange 
and the options he would pick up 
over a seven-year period. After list- 
ing the high points, Kingfish added 
You might get your name in 
Variety.’ Scene faded out with Andy 
exultant. 

Plenty of inside stuff and refer- 
ences to various programs-personali- 
ties in the current slant of Campbell 
Soup nightly quarter hour—material 
that will draw publicity. 





ning suggestions used on the follow- | 


Both leads gave it the proper tent- | 


Sam Levene, currently in ‘Margin | 


ARTHUR GODFREY 
Organ, songs and patter 
Transcription 

15 Mins.—Local 

P. LORILLARD CO. 
Wed. and Fri., 6:45 p.m. 
WOAI, San Antonio 


(Lennen & Mitchell) 


Arthur Godfrey, referred to as 
‘radio’s one-man show,’ brings his 
usual line of songs and patter via 
transcription from Washington, his 
home lot. He does everything, in- 
|cluding commercials. There’s an or- 
ganist called Johnny, with whom 
Godfrey duets. 


Union Leader sells price. Com- 
mercials stress big 10c value for pipe 
and for those who roll their ay ae 

ndy. 


L . FITZGERALD 

Talk 

15 Mins. 

VOGT’S PACKING CO. 
Daily, 1 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 


This is an attempt to translate into 
radio terms ..t literate-editorial type 
of newspaper column, sort of an in- 
dividual viewpoint on general sub- 
jects, as distinct from gossip or 
specialized reporting. On the pro- 
gram heard it wasn’t successful, 


chiefly because Ed _ Fitzgerald's 
opinions weren’t sufficiently colorful 
or arresting, and his writing wasn’t 
vivid enough, 


He devoted his 15 minutes to four 
| subjects, two of which led into com- 
mercial plugs, which he _ handles 
himself. Opening topic, and prob- 
ably the longest, was orations at 
dedication ceremonies, those deadly 
occasions when Hizzoner and the 
other tophatted dignitaries gather for 
ground-breaking or cornerstone-lay- 
ing and benumb the chumps who 
have been cajoled or coerced into 
attending. That’s one of those sub- 
jects there’s no use discussing. Most 
people think such affairs are dull, 
and don’t want to hear about ’em. 
There's nothing to say to people who 
would like such clambakes. By tak- 
ing five or six minutes to elaborate, 
Fitzgerald merely belabored the ob- 
vious. 

Refe.zing to the board of educa- 
tion, the spieler took the occasion to 
explain the origin of scrapple, then 

ushed across the mention of Vogt’s 

hiladelphia scrapple. Next was re- 
view of ‘Life Is a Circus,’ the auto- 
biog of Lady Eleanor Smith. Largely 
a rehash of ‘the old gal’s story, rather 
than informative opinions about that 
story. 

Wind-up was a discussion of des- 
perate people—that is, mentally des- 
perate—those with a gn: ving fear, 
| such as a guy who’s scared his sister 
| will do a Sally Rand in church. In 
|concluding, Fitzgerald remarked, 
|*You may be surprised, neighbors, 
i bu‘ I, too, am desperate.’ Hobe. 

} 

| FRANK GRAHAM 

|*Cosmo Jones’ Detective Tales 
One-Man Show 

15 mins.—Regional 
GHIRADELLI CHOCOLATE 

, Thursday, 8:15 p.m. 

i CBS, Les Angeles 

(Erwin Wasey) 


Almost devoid of entertainment 








9 | quality and a badly rumpled carbon 


of the Orson Welles technique of in- 

| terrupting the action with narration, 
|this whodunit has only Frank 
Graham's versatility to recommend 
it, but badly applied. Maybe a 
warming up to the business at hand 
may improve its reception but the 
material and treatment look un- 
promising. Graham uses only a few 
of his advertised ‘1,000 voices’ but 
the results pancake out. 

Narration is way overboard, 
bogging down the vocal action, 
which never gets beyond a lope. On 
this dialing the gumshoer shadowed 
a copper to the clink and made short 
| shrift of a passel of badmen. Graham 
|plays all the parts. If that isn’t 
}enough to establish Graham’s ver- 
| satility then it must be added that 
he also appears on KNX in ‘Return 
to Romance’ for a cosmetic outfit. 

Piece is spotted directly after 
Amos ’n’ Andy, which is better than 
|a pat on the back. Commercials use 
| up all the time allowed and at times 
' get downright boring. Helm. 
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Eh Mya 
andts, Mahr, Ed 
30 Mins. Local wiyan 
SAVE-THE-BABY 
Saturday, 10:45 a.m, 
WGY, Schenectady 
(Leighton & Nelson) 

Another variation of quiz 
participation formula. Tested at an 
awkward hour, program clicked 
quickly on letter response and spon. 
sor spotted it regularly. Landts ang 
accompanist Mahr compose gon 
against time—based on names, 
bies and occupations of participants 
First portion brings studioites to 
mike for a minute's questioning 
Flynn. Then stars, with aid of a 
typist, bat out an eight-line rhymed 
song. ‘Subjects’ receive a quarter 
for each 16 seconds of elapsed time: 
also a bottle of product. During sec. 
ond half, same precedure is followed 
with data from dialers. However 
they draw twice as much ; 


-audience 


er sec. 
tion, and $5 if quartets Frail to 
lyricize in a minute. Also sam- 


ple of cough-croup remedy. 
and after, boys 
rhythmic singing. 
Tune-grinding-while-you-wait is a 
radio novelty—something of kind 
was worked in vaudeville by several 
singles and by pop composer groups, 
Naturally, doggerels are not master- 
pieces, but some of them have fairly 
good punch lines. And an air of ex- 
citement is generated as the silver 
spurts out each 10 seconds and type- 
writer is heard fairly flying. Plynn 
covers up- waits ranged from 37 to 
46 seconds on a shot—with chatter, 
One of trio warbles ‘composition’ to 
piano accompaniment. Jaco, 


pe”! 


Before 
offer their tricky 


RESPONDS TO 
THE LIVELY 


SHOWMANSHIP 


Koy; 


POPULAR 


The 
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DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE'S 


TOP HO 


STARRING 
BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman whe must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 
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Direction BENTON @ BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 





WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.S.T. 
| 78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 
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NEW JERSEY 
ATTACK ON 
ASCAP 


Trenton, N. J., Feb. 27. 

A bill which would tax the earn- 
ings from copyrighted music was 

ted for introduction today in 
the New Jersey assembly by Assem- 

n J. Stanley Herbert, Mon- 
mouth County Republican, Herbert 
said in a statement that the bill was 
aimed particularly at ‘combines’ 
guch as the American Society of Au- 
thors. Composers and Publishers, 
which he mentioned by name. 

Bill would impose a 5% tax upon 
ASCAP income derived from fees 
collected from New Jersey taverns, 
theatres, radio stations and other 
amusement places which must pay 
for the privilege of playing copy- 
righted music. 

In addition Herbert said: ‘Indi- 
viduals and associations controlling 
copyrighted music would be required 
to publish a schedule making public 
titles of copyrighted pieces in news- 
papers in each of the state’s 21 
counties.’ 

Herbert said he had received com- 

aints ‘of arbitrary licensing prac- 
tices by ASCAP and other groups.’ 


WOMEN MUST WAIT 


jTwe American Home Serials Move 
Teo 3:30-4 In Afternoon 














American Home Products is mov- 
ing its serials, ‘John’s Other Wife’ 
and ‘Just Plain Bill,’ from their pres- 
ent morning spots on the NBC-red to 
the 3:30 to 4 p. m. strip on the NBC- 
blue, efiective March 25. 

Each serial will have a hookup of 
47 stations, and will give the adver- 
tiser a full hour, 3 to 4 p. m., on 
the blue. 





Abe Bercovitz, musical director of 
KGW-KEX, Portland, Ore. okay 





ASCAP Reprisal 


Continued from page 23 


casting industry to the effect that 
they, were not in sympathy with 
Craney’s tactics’ and that his clients 
were becoming more and more con- 
vinced that Neville Miller and his 
associates in the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters were behind 
Craney as well as the various anti- 
ASCAP court and legislative moves. 

In contrast with Frohlich’s asser- 
tions there were opinions expressed 
within the broadcasting industry 
which indicated the belief that 
Craney’s tactics might, unless 
curbed, result in serious damage to 
the broadcasters’ cause in their con- 
troversy with ASCAP. If Craney’s 
move has been effective in any way, 
it’s been to build Buck in the public 
mind as the persecuted martyr who 
is ‘protecting the rights of American 
composers.” 

A radio industry lawyer, who re- 
fused to be quoted by name, de- 
scribed the arrest as_ stupid, as 
muddling the basic issues of the con- 
troversy between ASCAP and its 
licensees as giving the public a dis- 
torted picture of how broadcasting 
carries on its business fights. 

A network vice-president frowned 
on the tactics saying ‘there is no 
American tradition for issuing crim- 
inal warrants as between one group 
of business men and another group 
between which a buyer-seller argu- 
ment is in progress. The Montana 
group has inferentially given an un- 
happy impression of our methods of 
doing business. Every dubious prac- 
tice that we have accused ASCAP 
of now falls under the cloud of that 
dubious mail order warrant.’ ‘ 


OLD SUIT SETTLED. 


Rudy Vallee Wins Action Began 
During 1935 























Albany, Feb. 27. 

Court of Appeals handed down a 
decision today (Tuesday) favoring 
Rudy Vallee and the NBC in the suit 
which Ruvall, Inc., started against 
them in 1935, alleging breach of con- 
tract. Amount named ir the suit 
was $317,000. 

Charles Ballek, hotel] man, headed 





following operation at Emanuel hos- | Ruvall, Inc. “fyman Bushel repre- 
pital. sented Vallee. 
—— naman 
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BROADCASTERS SEE N.Y. PERRY BILL AS 








National Association of Perform- 
ing Artists and the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians propose to press 
for passage of the Perry bill in the 
N. Y. state legislature even though 
the two groups fail to get together 
with Sidney M. Kaye, as counsel 
for the National Association of 
Broadcasters, on a compromise meas- 
ure. NAPA and the AFM will them- 
selves urge that the bill be so modi- 
fied as to exempt religious, political 
and educational broadcasts. The 
Perry bill seeks to have the record- 
ing off-the-air of a program without 
permission of the performers in- 
volved treated as an act of larceny. 


ASCAP WINS IN 
TENNESSEE 
CASE 


Knoxville, Tenn., Feb. 27. 

Special statutory court of three 
judges last week handed down its 
findings and decree for a permanent 
injunction against enforcement of a 
state law which would have vir- 
tually made it impossible for the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers to do business 
in Tennessee. The decision upheld 
ASCAP’s attack on the statute in 
every one of its theses. The act 
sought to compel copyright owners 
to register with the Secretary of 
State, file lists of their numbers and 
fix fees for each performing right. 

The three-man tribunal held that 
every part of the statute was invalid 
and unconstitutional, that it consti- 
tuted interference with a copyright 
owner's right to do business and that 
ASCAP had every right to serve as 
the exclusive licensing source of its 
members’ compositions. The court 
also took the view that ASCAP 
functions are valid and constitu- 
tional and that it performs a serv- 
ice that is valuable to both copyright 
owners and users. Also that the 
Tennessee statute deprives such 
copyright owners of the services of 
an organization that has proved it- 
self as necessary under the modern 
system of mercantile pursuit. 











Florida Next 


Joint senate-assembly committee 
which held a hearing on the bill last 
week urged that the proponents and 
Kaye, who appeared as an opponent, 
try to get together on a compromise 
draft. The indications from broad- 
caster ranks are anything but favor- 
able toward a compromise. This 
quarter has become convinced that 
the NAPA and the AFM intend to 
use the Perry measure as a ‘smoke- 
screen’ to get over the principle that 
only the performer is entitled to 
recognition as having a property 
right in a recording of his interpre- 
tation or work. 

While broadcaster sources are 
willing to concede that there is 
justification for trying to stop those 
in its own ranks who may have been 
recording, without proper compen- 
sation, a legality, the broadcasts of 
their house orchestras for future 
use, they feel that the bill should 
recognize the employer as well as 
the performer as the lawful source 
of consent. The proponents oi *“e 
Perry bill refuse to accept this vi: w- 
point, holding that if any one is 


RA NAPUS RON PANE cM ON 








SMOKESCREEN ON NEW COPYRIGHT SLANT 


Making Off-the-Air Recording Without Consent 
Would Be a Larceny—Agreement With NAPA 
and AFM on Matter Looks Improbable 


wronged it’s the performer and that 
the broadcasters themseives are am- 
ply protected by the provision in the 
Federal Radio Act which makes a 
station which rebroadcasts the pro- 
grams of another station without 
permission subject to revocation of 
its license. 


The Music Publishers Protective 
Association has declined to take any 
stand on the bill because it cannot 
see where the copyright owner is 
especially affected. Every form of 
musical piracy is covered by the 
federal copyright law. 


PACKAGE PROGRAM 
SET UP AS N.Y. CORP. 


Albany, Feb. 27. 


Stellar Radio Enterprises, Inc., has 
been chartered to conduct a general 
radio broadcasting business in New 
York. Capital stock is 200 shares, 
no par value. 

Wilzin & Halperin were the filing 
attorne}s. 








William Morris office set up the 
above corporation as a channel for 
its package programs. Figures that 
it will be easie: to handle its radio 
presentations that way. 
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WBT spans 25 years in 3 seconds 


a 


To the first broadcast “of WBT’s new “Missing 
Persons Bureau” g (Monday and Wednesday, 
1:30 P.M.) camea 4not too hopeful plea from a 
listener in Greer, ‘South Carolina. It was 25 years 
since she had fseen or heard from her sister. 












Mourly Periods 
In Which Each 





Would WBT kindly broadcast her description? 


These are the findings of Ben- 
son & Benson, Inc., of Prince- 


After obtaining a sweeping perma- 
nent injunction last week against the 





e e state of Tennessee enforcing its anti- Some- where. someone migh t hear ee 
| gs Ranked bs N. ? * ew J “a ASCAP law, Schwartz & Frohlich, é : “ 
irst During the ew oO counties in © {general counse] for the Society, are ee 
124- Hour Period prosperous Kentucky Bluegrass, | preparing to press their suit for a sare enough, “somewhere” turned out to be 


similar court order in Florida. The 
Tennessee victory comes on the heels 
of the Society’s successful fight in 
Nebraska for a permanent injunc- 
tion against a local anti-ASCAP 
statute. 

ASCAP feels that armed with such 


counties rating among the rich- 
est agricultural counties in 
America, located in the WHAS | 
primary listening area. / 


; , Lenoir, r North Carolina—109 miles from Greer, 


but fright in WBT’s primary area. The sisters 





were ‘reunited within the week. And inquiries 



































° high court decisions it will be able . P 
Station as 2 * 4 5 6 TOTAL | to stymie more effectively the spread f about missing persons roll into WBT from 
56,066 50,006 000 250 5,000 50,000 lof anti-ASCAP legislation among the 
WATTS [WATTS | WATTS | WATTS | WATTS| WATTS | various states. It has been custom- #all over the Southeast. 
HOURS ary for ASCAP counsel to be asked I i 
/at hearings on such state legislation It’s just another instan 
NKED ee 9 4 | whether they could cite any upper é J ce of the part WBT plays 
FIRST ean foe aa L py Pt # in the lives of its listeners. They turn, naturally, 
| volved, ial thei erits. 
= volved, or trial on eir meri to WBT for what they —** ‘fies they seait 
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Camel’s Baseball Bill Ss 
Camel's overall bill for the broad- 
casting of the N. Y. Yankees’ and 
Giants’ games over WABC, N.Y., the 
coming season will amount to $260,- 
000. Rights themselves figure $100,- 
000, the time around $100,000. 
Rest going, for lines, announcers, 
etc. 


Jim LeGate at WHIO 


Dayton, O., Feb. 27. 

James LeGate has been transferred 
from WIOD, Miami, to become man- 
ager of WHIO, Daytor, O., succeed- 
ing Leonard Reinsch, named man- 
ager of WSB, Atlanta. 

Dave Brown has been appointed 
assistant manager and sales director 
of WHIO. 


Your products advertised over WBT become a 
part of the daily lives of 3,000,000 Carolinians 
throughout WBT’s Listening Area. Ask your 
Radio Sales representative about it. ‘ 


These findings reflect the listening 
habits of both urban and rural 
audiences‘and demonstrate the pre- 
dominant listener preference for 
Station WHAS ... 


WHAS 


50,000 WATTS 
BASIC CBS OUTLET 


REPRESENTED NATIONALLY 
BY EDWARD PETRY & CO. 
















CHARLOTTE, N. C. * 50,000 WATTS 





Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. 
Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, 
St. Louis, Charlotte, N. C., Los Angeles, San Francisco. 


you the detailed 
breakdown of the 
findings of the Ben- 
| sen & Benson sur- 


Owned and Operated by 


Whe Conrier-Zournal 
THE LOUISVILLE TIMES. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Oscar Levant's book, ‘A Smattering of Ignorance’ ($2; Doubleday-Doran) 
pays off some old scores to Hollywood music men, producers, ete. in no 
uncertain manner. He brushes off some of the studio music execs quite 
unsubtly and manifests, amidst the caustic humor and a generally bright 
style, that the Max Dreyfus-Harms-Chappell stable of tunesmiths (with a 





‘Broadway background) command his greater respect than the soundfilm- 


cultured music artificers. 





‘Solitude,’ ‘Mood Indigo,’ ‘Sophisticated Lady’ and ‘Stormy Weather,’ 
possibly a quartet of Duke Ellington’s strongest arrangements, are the 
tunes that his band remade for four sides still due Columbia Records 
under the contract between them which expired Feb. 22. Ellington sub- 
sequently switched to the higher priced Victor label. 

Platters will be released in about five or six weeks or just in time to 
compete with Ellington's first sides made for Victor. In short, four aces 
at 50c. a copy will be bucking whatever Victor issues for 75c. 





*Woodpecker’s Song,’ which is rapidly gaining novelty popularity, was 
written in Italy under the title ‘Reginella Campagnola’ by E. D. DiLazzaro 
and C. Bruno Di Lazzaro. It was recorded in France by the Czechoslo- 
vakian band of Will Glahe, which originally brought ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ 
to attention. Harold Adamson wrote the English lyric. 

Kate Smith was forced to do the tune two successive broadcasts because 
of the demand for it following the first, and is recording it for Columbia. 
Glenn Miller on Bluebird and Andrews Sisters on Decca have also waxed. 
Robbins Music is publishing. 





Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., which recently acquired the full copyright 
renewal to ‘My Melancholy Baby’ from Mercer & Morris, will split the 
royalty payments three ways. Ernie Burnett will get a half; his former 
wife, Maybelle E. Bergmann, a quarter, and the heirs of George A. Norton, 
the remaining quarter. Mrs. Bergmann and Norton will be credited on the 
title page hereafter as the co-writers of the lyric. 

Arrangement settles a suit which Mrs. Bergmann had brought in the 
N. Y. federal court against the Joe Morris Music Co., from whom Mercer & 
Morris had obtained the ‘Melancholy’ copyright. It will make the first 
royalties she has collected on the number and the first time that her name 
has been on the title page in 23 years. 





Earbenders on Parade: There can’t be much that can be done about it 
but many band broadcasts are knocked out of kilter by extremely noisy 
patrons of rooms from which the crews air. Some of it seems especially 
loud at times, suggesting it may be the fault of mike setups or the type of 
mike used——Will Bradley surprises with programs of fairly good balance 
from the Famous Door, N. Y., a tough nut for most bands to crack.... 
Tommy Dorsey carried on a snappy bit of crossfire in an informal half- 
hour chat with the all-night record-changer on WAAT, New Jersey, at 3 
a.m. Monday (26)....Dorsey’s band came up with a neat writing of ‘Mixup’ 
on its earlier remote from Meadowbrook....Leonard Keller’s violining 
and band come up with some nice stuff and make good listening. ...Some- 
thing different in the deep-voiced, gravel-throated singer with Jan Garber 
doing ‘When You Wish Upon a Star,’ and other tunes along that line 
usually reserved for higher pitch singers....Francis Craig’s ‘Devil Dance’ 
is a brisk writing. 

Speaking of pictures: Imagine the facial expressions in the bowling and 
eating joints as Stan Shaw nightly coos about those ‘utterly lovely breath- 
taking furs’ from two to three...Just as you brace yourself for that last 
brass George Hamilton double-crosses you, from the Coast, by delivering 
it via reeds and a celeste. A welcome switch...Phil Harris handles comedy 
well on his late hour sustainer, but a tendency to repeat, or plug, tunes is 
not helping...In case you don’t realize just how good is Tommy Dorsey's 
rendition of ‘Indian Summer’ (there’s a lyric, men), be sure and listen to 
some of those other trombonists squeeze it into a lemon. 
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FOX-TROT 
IT WAS A LATIN HIT—NOW IT'S AN AMERICAN HIT 
BIGGER EVEN THAN "RANCHO GRANDE" 


AMERICAN FOX TROT ARR. BY 
Vic ee COE» i © ae <n | 


CUBAN CONGA ARR. BY 
GRAHAM PRINCE 


Two Cute Novelties and Two Lilting Waltzes 


I Was Watching A 1. Dp. 
Man Paint A Fence Belia Bambina 


Played by Terry Shand 
on Decca Record No. 2997 

Played by Clyde McCoy 

on Decca Record No. 2995 


ALi Old Vienna 
Kissy Face eS 


Down The Street 


ed by Wayne King 
ord No. 26480 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION 
RCA, BUILDING «© RADIO CITY «© NEW YORK 
FRANK HENNIGS, GEN. PRO. MGR 


NICK and CHARLES 


KENNY’S 


On the Upbeat 


Xavier Cugat headed for Statler 
Hotel, Detroit, opening March 26. 
Now at Chase Hotel, St. Louis, 








Husk O’Hare, Chicago bandleader, 
is a distributor for Waukesha Waters, 
charged water outfit, and a record 
reviewer for Tavern Weekly News, 
on the side. : 





Vincent Lopez and Don Redman 
recorded themes ‘Nola’ and ‘Chant of 
the Weed’ for Victor and Bluebird, 
respectively. 





Hal xemp orchestra set into the 
Empire Room of Palmer House, 
opening March 21. Also on the show 
will be George Tapps, Roy Benson 
and Roy Davis, in addition to reg- 
ular Merriel Abbott dancers. 





WCAE Airliners, 
fronted by Stewart Braden, vocal 
alumnus of Tommy Dorsey outfit, 
into Bil! Green's Casino, Pittsburgh, 
Monday (26) for two-week run, re- 
placing Howard Baum outfit. 


Earl Truxell’s 





Carmen Rummo, pianist with Pic- 
colo Pete’s band at Club Petite, 
Pittsburgh, picked by Max Adkins, 
conductor of Stanley theatre orch 
there, to succeed late Mike Sassano 
at keyboard. 





Organist Johnny Mitchell booked 
into Yacht Club, Pittsburgh, for run 
to provide music at dinner and be- 
tween dance sessions at supper. 





Maurice Spitalny into Stanley the- 
atre, Pittsburgh, week of March 8, 
and his brother, Phil Spitalny, fol- 
lows him in fortnight later. 





Stanley Krell replaces Steve Ward 
on drums; George Siravo vice Eddie 
Shomer, sax, and Bob Alderson, who 
comes from Don Bestor’s band, takes 
Harry Garry’s trombone chair with 
the Johnny McGee band when it 
pulls into the Strand theatre, N. Y., 
March 8. Milton Deutsch has be- 
come McGee’s road manager. Cecil 
Golly replaces McGee at Donohue’s, 
Mountain View, N. J., March 1. 





Don Lodice, sax, and Gus Bivona, 
sax, out of Teddy Powell band. No 
replacements yet. Powell's outfit will 
change to a more sweet style. 





Ted Straeter band, now at Monte 
Carlo, N. Y., signed for Columbia 
Records. Cut first four sides last 
week. Band has never been on air 
or records before. 





Tony Pastor band set for a stretch 
at Barney Rapp’s spot in Cincinnati, 
opening either March 5 or 6. First 
stand with a wire for the new band. 





Harry James may sit down for a 
stretch at Blue Gardens, Armonk, 
N. ¥. McFarland Twins current, 





Jack Crawford into Plantation 
Palm Club, Dallas. 





Jimmy Stewart’s crew, ex of zip- 
pered Ciro Club at Dallas, in at 
White Rock Showboat, same city. 





Warren Harrison, violinist, added 
to Jack Lee’s orchestra at Eighth 
Avenue Club, Dallas. 





Bobby Peck, trumpeter from 
Bobby Byrne’s band, replaces Eddie 
Wade with Bob Crosby. 





Blue Barron may shift from the 
Edison hotel, N. Y., to the Black- 
hawk hotel, Chicago. 





Kay Foster, who vocalled for the 
defunct Georgie Auld band, replaces 
Elisse Cooper with Tony Pastor’s 
outfit. 





Al Donahue goes into the Bruns- 
— hotel, Boston, March 23-April 





Bob Zurke, whose tag is ‘Ole 


ist ‘The Cat’s Canary.’ 





Hy Jason’s new crew will have its 
first showing at the Hotel Lincoln, 
N. Y., within next two weeks as 
seventh night relief for Charlie 
Barnet. 
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RECORD REVIEWS 


Benny Goodman ‘Opus Local 802’-‘Stealin’ Apples’ (Columbia 35362 

Two good originals but both seem to have been cut without th 
of push and enthusiasm the Goodman outfit is capable of. ‘802,’ an orig; 
salute to the N. Y. musicians local, is a lightly arranged piece played at 
moving tempo. Clarinet, trumpet and string bass breaks standout. ‘A n ° 
has more pep and is supplied with an okay piano solo in addition es “4 
clarinet and trumpet. S0ck 





Johnny Green ‘Body and Soul’-‘Out of Nowhere’ (Royale 1836) 
Two smoothly recorded sides colorfully arranged and well played. ‘So p 
is Green’s own composition and he treats it well with listenable vlenaie 
almost all the way through. Strings and muted brass back both his efforts 
and an okay vocal by Louenne. ‘Nowhere,’ another standard, receiy 
similar treatment again highiighting leader’s piano and a Jack Smith yeaa, 
Vincent Lopez, ‘Nola’-‘How Many Times’ (Bluebird 10601) 
Lopez's pianoing of his theme, which occupies most of the side, assures 
a healthy response. Band is no more than a background till late, when it 
shows up okay, a sax bit being highlighted. ‘Times’ shows the band at a 
less speedy pace interpreting a standard. It’s a good side pointing out @ 
brisk sax break and a smooth vocal by Penny Parker. 


Charlie Barnet ‘Comanche War Dance’-‘Tappin’ at Tappa’ (Bluebird 10584) 
‘War Dance’ is supposed to be the standout side here but ‘Tappin’ over. 
shadows it for punch. It’s a slow tempoed original with a fine sax break 


add. ‘War Dance’ is almost all good drum work by Cliff Leeman ac 
companied partly by ensemble out of which stands another sax by Barnet, 


standing out over solid background ensemble. Guitar and trumpet solos stai 





Jack Jenny ‘City Night’-“I Walk Alone’ (Vocalion 5355) 

Two strange numbers somberly arranged and played that catch on after 
a repeat playing. ‘Night’ is almost all fine tromboning by Jenney split by 
smooth Fsank Sherman vocal. It’s in dirge tempo. ‘Alone’ is similar and 
as such not good contrast 
Meredith Blake vocal that sets it off. 


Jan Savitt, ‘Kansas City Moods’-‘Tuxedo Junction’ (Decca 2989) 
Two good jobs on outright swing stuff. ‘Moods’ is an unusual arrange. 
ment, but limited in appeal because of its wildness. There's no less than 
five breaks—piano, sax, trumpet, trombone and guitar to follow. ‘Tuxedo’ 
is a snappy writing of that Erskine Hawkins original. It’s played at an 
easy pace, highlighting trumpet, trombone and bass breaks. 


Al Donahue ‘Pinch Me’-‘Temptation’ (Vocalion 5351) 
Donahue’s rejuvenated band shows up briskly on ‘Pinch.’ It has a lively 
punch smartly arranged and clearly recorded. Sax and clarinet solos add 
to the whole played with a comfortable hop. Paula Kelly vocal has a 
smooth lilt. ‘Temptation’ arrangement improves as it goes along, bringing 
in snappy trumpet and clarinet breaks. It’s well played. 


Andy Iona ‘Sand’-‘Pua Mele O Hawaii’ (Columbia 35367) 

‘Pua’ is a soothing piece in hula tempo with neat guitar breaks and a 
good ensemble chorus spearheaded by Gary Speare. It’s got more smooth 
pep and punch than the reverse ‘Sand,’ which is sharply clear string stuff 
but an ensemble chorus of the vocal, not as well done, occupies the major 
portion of the side. 


Tony Pastor ‘Watching the Clock’-‘Dance with a Dolly’ (Bluebird 10582) 

First release by Pastor’s new band doesn’t reveal anything startling al- 
though both sides are well played and arranged. 
punch, It’s a novelty embroidered by a Pastor vocal and sax solo. Rest is 
fairly speedy ensemble. ‘Clock’ is slower tempoed, pointing up sax team in 
nt turns and another Pastor sax solo later. Elisse Cooper easily handles 
vocal, 
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Tomcat of the Keys,’ calls his vocal- ' 





The Nation’s Newest Novelty Ciick! 


‘Mal? 


(HE’S MAKING EYES AT ME) 


—And Now Watch for the New Universal Picture 
of the Same Title! 





Your Most Romantic Request Tune 


DOES YOUR HEART BEAT FOR ME? 
BILLY 
(I ALWAYS DREAM OF BILL) 


~~ et = 
Morton Gould’s Modern American Classic 


PAVANNE 


The Season’s Most Haunting Melody 


CORAL SUNSET 


A New Ballad 


AND LOVE WAS BORN 
By Carmen Lombardo and Gladys Shelley 





— 








NOEL GAY gave you the LAMBETH WALK 
« « « Now he gives you the New English Craze 


from the London HIT Show “The Little Dog Laughed” 


RUN, RABBIT, RUN: 


Watch for Record Releases! 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. © 1619 Broadway, New York. N. Y. 
. Jack Mills, Pres. 











COAST.TO; COAST 


RADIO _HIT! 


LEANIN’ ON THE OLE TOP RAIL 


Lew Ters.d, 


ake 


- 1629. Broadway,’ New York +» HARRY LINK, Gen.-Prof. Mgr. + LON MOONEY, Prof. Mgr. 


+++ 


© amount 


It has, however, a shade more pep and a { 


‘Dolly’ hasn't ~\h -_, 
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Contest | Seeks to S 


timulate Public 





‘Attendance, Patronage of Coin Discs 





Chicago, Feb. 27. 

In a drive for increased attendance 
at taverns, restaurants, etc., and, in- 
directly, more money for the coin- 
operated phonographs, the Interna- 
tional Association of Electric Phono- 
graph Owners is conducting a 
monthly prize contest. 

Phonograph owners’ association 
will give away $500 in monthly 
prizes for the best names submitted 
for an untitled, lyricless song that 
will be heard only on the coin ma- 
chines. 

Jack Russell orchestra will make 
the recordings through Victor. Fol- 
lowing the award of the prize, the 
song will be _-eissued under the win- 
ning title. 

Contest set to run six months for a 
starter, and will certainly be con- 
tinued beyond that period should 
the contest click. Entire stunt is 
peing handled through E. C. Steffens, 
president of the IAEPO here. 





KID KNOTHOLE BAND 


PROTESTED BY LABOR 


Indianapolis, Feb. 27. 
Indianapolis Musicians Local No. 3 
‘and 125 youngsters comprising a 
fnothole Band’ which has played 





- local baseball games in Perry Sta- 


dium got into a labor dispute last 
week. Abe Hammerschlag, secre- 


Pancho Divorce Pends 


Lincoln, Feb. 27. 

Hiding behind Adolph Rosquel- 
las is Pancho, maestro at La Martini- 
que, swank New York nitery, who 
is being sued for legal separation 
by Mary Coyle (Rosquellas). She 
was a Ziegfeld chorister, 

Charging abandonment, she wants 
separate maintenance from the band- 
leader. 


Ruinous Curfew’s 


Narrow Escape 
In Michigan 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 

Dance bands and entertainers had 
a nerrow escape here from being cut 
off from spots that give thousands of 
them work, particularly in the sum- 
mer resort season, a major business. 
Few realized how close the State 
came to a midnight closing law 
which would have wiped out enter- 
| tainment from hundreds of liquor- 
by-the-glass establishments. 

Most forget that Michigan’s Liquor 
|Control Commission, which has 
|plenty of power, was appointed by 
Luren Dickinson, long a major 
worker in the Prohibition cause and 











tary, contested that the free appear- 


‘ance of the moppet band was unfair 


to labor, and if the management of 
the ball park persisted in booking 
the amateurs to play in the park the 
stadium would be placed on the ‘un- 
fair’ list. 


‘former Anti-Saloon leader. The 
‘Commission, following public hear- 
lings around the State, had lengthy 
‘arguments after listening to certain 
groups about advancing the closing 
| time for liquor-selling spots from 
|2 am. to midnight. Both the State 


MUSIC 
Crosby’s Coast Dates 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Bob Crosby draws the Catalina 
date for the seasonal washup, open- 
\ing six-week stand with his crew 
Aug. 11. Kay Kyser opens the island 
resort season. . 

While on the Coast Crosby fills 
two-week booking at Frisco fair and 
similar engagement at Palace hotel 
in the Bay City. 


PLUG HYSTERIA 
ISSUE SIMMERS 








lishing industry to agree to the 


recapitulations of most played tunes 
on the air is slated to come up again 
in a couple weeks at a general meet- 
ing of the membership in the Mu- 
sic Publishers Protective Association. 
It is expected that the publishers 
now on southern vacations will be 
back in New York by that time. 
Meanwhile an attempt will be 
made through the MPPA to induce 
the American Tobacco Co. to desist 
from giving numerical rating to the 
current tunes played on its Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade. Walter Douglas, 
MPPA chairman, will make the ap- 


proach. He will point out to ATC 
officials the disrupting affect that the 
program’s system of rating has on 
the exploitation and merchandising 
of sheet music and urge that the 
program play the 10 hit songs of the 
week without designating their rela- 
‘tive standings on the list. 


Idea of getting the papers to drop 
ithe weekly totalization of network 
plugs was initiated by the contact- 
men’s union. Main object of this 
move %as to do away with the pell- 








Opposing the union ruling are 125 | association of Sheriffs and minis- | Mell drives among publishers to get 


parents and youngsters ‘who went 
home in tears’ from rehearsal when 
informed of the union’s ruling, ac- 
cording to Herman Rinne, band di- 
rector. Hammerschlag said that he 
had protested the appearance of the 
Knothole Band to stadium officials 
several years ago, but had never 
pushed the case. 


Bunny Berigan Back 
With Tommy Dorsey 








Bunny Berigan has given up his 
band to take a place in the trumpet 
section of the Tommy Dorsey or- 
\chestra, He will step into the first 
;tfumpeter position vacated by Zeke 
Zarchy Sunday (2). Dorsey is cur- 
‘rently at Meadowbrook, Cedar 
‘Grove, N. J. and goes into the Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y., March 13. 

Berigan recently rejoined the out- 
fit, he gives up after a hospital 
siege. 





Artie Shaw 


j mt Continned from page 2 J 








;4g@ company on the idea of using 
five daytime quarter-hours a week 
Plus a weekly evening half-hour pro- 
stam. 

Artie Shaw's original recording 
contract calling for $1,000 a side is 
not disturbed by his exit and return 
to the band business. Figure holds 

e, along with the royalty agree- 
ment of 8% of the retail price of his 
‘Pecords, for the six sides he will cut 
< Los Angeles, March 4. Including 
‘those six, the leader has 13 months 
:‘@Md 56 more sides to go before the 
Contract expires March 14, 1941. 


wteording to letters Shaw has 
‘old ten to some of the men from his 
(old band he intends staying on the 
‘Coast permanently and do nothing 
head records, pictures and_ possibly 
10. Letters list 12 fiddles, four 
Winds as his instrumentation. 
haw's 8% royalty on the 35c. 
uebird disk figures 2.7c.; if on the 
- Victor label, it comes to 6c. 


— 





Charley Spevack’s new band re- 
ves Glenn Miller's band six days 
Ch week at the Pennsylvania ho- 
“ N. Y., while Miller plays the 
W York Paramount where he 
Ms today (Wednesday ). Spevack 
te replacing Miller on the 
rs three broadcast nights. 


rhythm, five saxes, and four wood- 
| 


terial groups had petitioned for the 
earlier closing time. 

Midnight closings not only would 
have put the pinch on _ Detroit 
;niteries, which support more than a 
;dozen bands and hundreds of enter- 





jtainers, but would have wiped out | 


(hundreds of similar employment 
{places throughout Michigan, par- 
|ticularly in the summer when the 
‘resort centers go big-time. There 
jisn’t enough profit between 8 p.m. 
| and midnight to support bands or 
|entertainers. They couldn't crowd 
|what they needed to support enter- 
| tainment in four hours’ playing time. 
| Most of them said that with an early 
closing they would have to throw 
|in the sponge. 

| Last week the Commission 
cided for the present to let the 2 a.m. 
law go. 





Mass, commission chairman, said, 
| ‘there seems to be no overwhelming 
sentiment for the early closing.’ 
Sheriffs had asked for the earlier 
closing on the grounds that it would 
make enforcement of liquor regula- 
tions easier. It wasn’t the enter- 
| tainers considered in the arguments 
;}against this but the thought that a 
{midnight shutdown would encour- 


| age the ‘blind pigs’—which don’t hire | 


‘bards nor singers to bring down the 
law. 





Week at Karzas’ Trianon 
Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Lawrence Welk orchestra comes 
into the Andrew Karzas southside 
Trianon for six weeks starting March 
23. 

Replaces the current 
_Lean orchestra. 


Jack Mc- 


de- | 


‘Although the matter was | 
|debated extensively,’ Orrin A. De- | 


| their numbers to the top of such list, 

even though the sheet sales possibil- 
| ities of the tune aren’t worth any- 
where near the effort and the ex- 
pense. At the suggestion of a com- 
mittee of contactmen and publish- 
ers tradepapers carrying such lists 
agreed to drop the totalizations and 
to carry the most played in alpha- 
betical form, but this gesture of co- 
operation was nullified by the re- 
|fusal of an outside paper to become 
'a party to the plan. 


‘GOODMAN'S SCIATICA 
~ BOTHERING HIM A LOT 





| Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Benny Goodman, currently at the 
| Chicago here, is working under great 
| difficulties, an attack of sciatica giv- 
| ing him much pain. 
| It was decided to cancel bookings 
made for him by MCA in Davenport, 
| Cedar Rapids and Omaha. Goodman 
| will go direct to the Coast, where the 
| climate is more suitable for a cure. 


He is slated to open at the Cocoa- | 


{ nut Grove, Los Angeles, March 19. 





Eddie Howard on Own 
Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Dick Jurgens readying a replace- 
ment for Eddie Howard as vocalist 
| with his orchestra. 
|ing the band to devote time to a 
| couple of ether commercial shows. 
| Understood that Jurgens is par- 
|; ticularly interested in Harry Glenn 
Cool. 


Question of getting the music pub- 


elimination of published numerical | 


Howard is leav- | 
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Jury Awards $500 to Publisher, Brushes 





Disney With Drives 


ee 


| Boston. 

Editor, Variety: 

This may hand you a laugh: 

I had just finished reading 
Variety's story that the ‘sheet’ 
and ‘drives’ would soon be elimi- 
nated. Amid loud huzzahs, I 
explained to my puzzled wife 
that as a result the tunes from 
Walt Disney’s ‘Pinocchio,’ which 
we publish, will be longer-lived, 
and so will I. 

Then came a knock at the door. 
He had 
a ‘special’ today, cottage cheese 
in glass jars decorated with 
characters from ‘Pinocchio. We 
didn’t need any cheese. Be- 
seechingly, he pleaded that: his 
firm was conducting a ‘drive’ 
this week and if he didn’t make 
a good showing, he would lose 
his job. 

We bought two jars. 

Harry Paul, 


(Manager, Irving Berlin, Inc.) 


RCA Victor 
~ Challenges 





| 
| It was the milk man. 











| A suit of Eli E. Oberstein against 
Glenn Miller, was disclosed Monday 
(26) 
when the RCA Manufacturing Co. 
(Victor) applied to the court to be 
included as a defendant. The re- 
quest will be heard today (Wed). 


Oberstein claims that on Feb. 27, 
1939, he signed the orchestra leader 
to a year’s contract with an option 
for another year to make 48 records 
for him. One of the clauses of the 
contract forbade Miller from re- 
cording for anyone else during the 
duration of the contract. On April 
28, 1939, Oberstein asserts Miller 
signed a contract with RCA to make 
36 recordings during the same time 
he was under contract to tze plain- 
tiff. An injunction, and an account- 
ing of profits against Miller is sought. 


| RCA claims in its affidavit that 
| Oberstein, who had been lia. 9n man 
' between orchestras and itself, had 
| been discharged Feb. 27, because he 
| ‘had acted in deliberate violation of 
| the duty and loyalty which he owed 

to his employer.’ RCA contends that 
| Oberstein, while in its employ, ne- 
| gotiated with orchestras under con- 
| tract to RCA, to secure them for 
| himself. The record company claims 
ito have had Miller under contract 
| originally, and wants an opportunity 
| to defend itself. 








| Al Tucker Elopes 
St. Louis, Feb. 27. 
Al Tucker, orchestra leader, and 


Vivian Keyo Uyeda, 17, eloped and | 


were married last week at Cuba, Mo. 
The wedding became known when 
Tucker and his young bride departed 


| for a Florida honeymoon before go- | 


ing to Chicago where Tucker has an 
| engagement, 

| Miss Uyeda, non-pro, met Tucker 
| when his orch was playing an en- 
| gagement at the Chase Club, west 
‘end nitery, several months ago. 





| 


| Bands at the Box Office 


| 
| 
| 
' 


| 


tion for supper. 
ity and cover charge. 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover charge business being done 
by name bands in various New York hotels. Spots listed are only where the band is the main attrac-| 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) rated. Figures after name of hotel give rooin capac- | 
Larger amount designates weekend and holiday price.) 


Covers Total 
| Weeks Past Covers 
| Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Chastie Barntt.........05+-085 Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)....... Raum Ns 2 850 
ee TT eT eee -. New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)......... 7 1,275 8,875 
everett Hoagland............. Waldorf (Empire) (400; 75c-$1.50).... 8 575 6,525 
| Gamemy BSVC.. cs. c cee s ce cewe Commodore (400; 75c-$1.50)........ - 17 1,625 24,225 
SE reer ree Plaza (350; $1.50-$2.50).0... 02.00 ae 6 450 3,000 
Frankie Masters.............+- Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50).........8. “ 3 425 1,275 
| Dat RIGTMNG, jis cies ii candd ue Lexington (300; 75¢-$1.50).......... ea 6 1,500 7,900 
1Glenn Miller..........ceeeeee: Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)......+4. 7 ~=—.2, 100 12,725 





Oberstein 


in the N. Y. supreme court,. 


Aside Leader's Plug Payola’ Defense 


Newark, Feb. 27. 

A jury in the district court here 
last week awarded. Joe Davis, New 
York music publisher, his $500 claim 
on a loan against Frank Dailey, band 
leader and operator of the Meadow- 
brook roadhouse, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
Claim dates back to a $1,000 loan in 
1937, when Dailey was more actively 
a maestro than a nitery owner, and 
= the money from the music 
pub. 

Half of it was returned and Davis 
sued for the $500 balance, disputing 
Dailey’s claim that it was a ‘consid- 
eration’ for plugging Davis’ songs. 
Apart from testifying that that sort 
of subsidy to bandleaders is tabooed 
by the music publishers’ trade asso- 
ciation, Davis produced letters from 
Dailey, written while he was on tour, 
wherein the debt was acknowledged. 
When Dailey turned over his band to 
Buddy Rogers, who utilized it as the 
nucleus of his reorganized orchestra, 
Dailey paid $500 and expressed him- 
self as being ‘sorry I can’t take care 
of all of it.’ 

Dailey also counterclaimed for 
$2,000 royalties on ‘Gypsy Violin,’ 
his theme song co-authored with 
Charles O’Flynn and Jack Betzner, 
but that was denied. 

A year ago Davis had a somewhat 
similar experience with Emery 
Deutsch, another bandleader, on a 
$250 note for moneys loaned, being 
compelled to sue and attach his sal- 
ary on a Detroit engagement. 
Deutsch too, averred it was a consid- 
eration for songs. 

Clarence E. Steinberg represented 
Davis. 


Kemp Plays to 1,110 
Night After 3,000 Saw 
Jeanette MacDonald 


Mobile, Ala., Feb. 27. 

Hal Kemp orchestra played to 
1,110 people at the annual charity 
dance of the Junior League here last 
week. Grossed $2,600, according 
to the promoters. This is consid- 
ered yood, especially in view of the 
appearance here night before of 
Jeanette MacDonald, who drew over 
3,000 people. 

Kemp had a good build-up. A 
cousin, Mrs. Edward L. Robinson, 
put on a big drive for him. Kemp 
said his Jackson, Miss., engagement 
night before Mobile was not ¢0 
good, 


NOBLE PLAYS FRISCO 
SAME NIGHT AS L. A. 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 

Ray Noble and his band, currently 
playing in the Rose Room Bow! of 
the Palace hotel here, worked an 
unusual split evening last Wednes- 
day. Some time ago the Palace ar- 
ranged for a big annual sorority 
dance and promised the gals they 
could have whatever name band was 
on hand on the evening selected. 
Then about two weeks ago someone 
realized that Noble could not play 
on the evening selected because he 




















'and the band would be in Hollywood 
‘for the Burns and Allen broadcast. 


Efforts were made to transfer the 
broadcast up here, but no go. Then 
the hotel chartered a special plane, 
arranged for police escorts ai both 
the L. A. and Frisco terminals, the 
band played the broadcasts in Holly- 
| wood, flew up, came on the stand at 
11:30 to the cheers of 1,600 sorority 
gals and boy-friends, and played 
until 3 a.m. ' 


U. of P., Temple 647 Sweet 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
The cat and the alligator are 
, dying, the jitterbug is on the wane 
, and sweet music is returning, ac- 
cording to a survey completed here 
last week among students at the Uni- 
| versity of Pennsylvania and Temple 











1.650, University. 
’ 


The report is part of the Student 
| Opinions Surveys, sponsored by the 
University of Texas. The vote 
showed that 64% of the student 
body of the two local colleges pre- 
ferred sweet over swing: 35% fa- 
vored swingeroo, while 1% marked 
‘didn’t care for. either’ on thei: 


‘ ballots. 


3 agen eS, apo 
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VARIETY MUSIC 


ing all over the lobby, overflowing 
from that little bar to your left as 
you enter, it undoubtedly was as 
much of a mental hurdle to you as 
to the Algonquinites who wondered 
what next? 

Anyway, it’s one of the town’s 
fastest clicks, and quite a nocturnal 
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Night Club Reviews 


{specialties. Miss Kent has $.a; and 
, | Bespeaks possibilities. celebrity haunt. While not exactly 
Lou Martin is back at the helm of | 52q street, it’s not too stiff, either. 
a snappy septet, most of whom were | It’s in the proper Le Ruban Bleu 
Al Siegal, Lynn Russell and Marion | part of Ramona’s band at this spot. | motif of intime entertainment, and is 
Farrara "Dorothy Henry, Paul & |The pianist-maestroette has decided | tastefully presided over by the Vien- 
Paulette, Edwards & Arden, Tahiti, | not to tour and gave up, her band | nese Greta Keller, who, incidentally, 
Bobby Sanford Girls (10), Robert | after a brisk teeoff. Martin’s standard | beat Hitlerian expatriation to Amer- 
Carthe and Dana Kent, Lou Martin's | combo of three reed, two brass and! ica by a season, when she first de- 
orchestra (7), Emil Colono conga-'two rhythm, with himself on the | buted at the Ruban Bleu. Striving 
thumba band (6), with Melinda de sax, is unique in its capabilities to. hard to get away from Alt Wien 
Maya whip up a heated dance session as in | nostalgia, she perforce features that 
% playing for a ame and not — easy | type - chanase, eerepereed wn 
i ily’, show. Emil Colono’s congarhumba'! French an negli yrics, Ss. 
rt vod oer ating take |goutet has a looker in Melinda de ' Keller's foreign and domestic-made 
a ake rout could almost consti- | Maya shaking the maracas up front | recordings of her Continental reper- 
— pag my small bigtime vaude- and handling oe —. tote ave established her as a song 
i ith- -' Leon Enken an ie Davis have | stylis 
seen ' yd in wales on i traveled far from Leon’s early days| ‘The Supper Room is operated ona 
ose o's tes. Punched up and with Clayton, Jackson and Durante | commonsense basis of 75c per drink 
pa ed. it's a dandy night club at the Volsteadian Parody and Dover | (whether champagne cocktail, coca- 
ba co is the 1940 manifestation | clubs, into —, _— _ 7m, one on AH a - a a $1.50 
‘ i ‘now into something of a street an m ys). ; 
— ae oo tke lite institution. Perhaps the best sum-| To get back to Mrs. ye pon 
Jay C. Flippen, who mus iv a t mation of the place is a reprise of | ‘Life With Father’ idea, she mig 
comedy on the air, is og y aceP’ what few big floorshow spots there _include that one about your qualms 
in briskly pacing the “— a ag are left in New York, with the de- | when you started re-reading the first 
ietied ten ae cos : 59d street mise of so many former midtown | draught, then the second draught. 




















LEON & EDDIE'S, N. Y 


Jay C. Flippen, Joan Merrill with 














Wednesday, February 28, 1949 











(Week ending Feb. 23, 1940) 





Indian Summer COCR HERO eee Heer eee ereseseseeeeees Witmark 

In an Old Dutch Garden. .....sescccccccccccsccccees Harms 

Careless ee oe ee tere eeseereeeeesereeseceecccsseveccee BEFlin 
*At the Balalaika (‘Balalaika’) ...............cceeces Feist 
+Darn That Dream (‘Swingin’ the Dream’)........... BVC 
“Faithful Forever (‘Gulliver’s Travels’) ............. - Famous 
tAll the Things You Are (‘Very Warm for May’),.... Chappell 
*It's a Blue World (‘Music in My Heart’) .............A 

To You Sweetheart AlohA.......... se eceeeseseeeeees Santly 
+Do I Love You? (‘DuBarry Was a Lady’)............ Chappell 
*When You Wish Upon a Star (‘Pinocchio’) ..,....... Berlin 
*Little Red Fox (‘That's Right, You’re Wrong’) ....... Feist 


Confucius Gay .......ccccce See RS@ cE beeen sececeees Olman 
In the Mood ......... 02. eee eeeeeeceseeeesceeseess Shapiro 
Oh, Johnny, Oh............00. eee eccccecvececcceeess FOrster 
*Filmusical. +Stage Musical. 














Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 AM. 








: ioning | institutions. Outside of Billy Rose’s and finally the third draught of your 
et, we pace A gg mr | Wer aaneres at the Diamond Horse- | book, ‘Tales of a Wayward ~ and 
absence of co-boni oq f the “ 7 shoe, a couple of the Latin boites,| finally concluded it was ous ys 
Flippen is at the helm o a Ss — ‘and the Cotton Club’s Harlemesque ! Daughter Margaret has been ae 
proceedings, while Leon mas = floorshow, the rest of the town is | as observing that she thous er 
the business, officiates per usual as 100% ‘intime’—just bands, and let, hotelier-pater was conceited. because | 
personality greeter, etc. 'the customers make their own fun.' he should have known that at the 

















Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (Feb. 19-25). Total represents accumulated 


performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 am. Symbol * | 


denotes film song, + stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
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ping out of a pair of colored cylin- 
ders he works with. Follows up 
with three bullish ballroom. bur- 
lesques that laid ‘em low, and 
then the payees called for stock rou- 
tines that kept the duo on the floor 
for 40 minutes at this eee | 
es. 


Hotel Algonquin, N. Y. 


Dear Frank Case: 

The tales you’ve recounted of your 
‘wayward inn’ are probably as 
nought to what daughter Margaret 
Case (Harriman) might do to you if 
she were to ‘profile’ you in the New 
Yorker and caption it, ‘Life with 
Father.’ Tempus fugit, or time does 
its stuff, and all that sort of thing, 
especially with a load of ye olde 
Hotel Algonquin and the ‘helluva 
saloon you’re running on the side. 
en Greta Keller was recently 
installed — ‘on perennioge —to do 

















something with the main dining room 
of nights, and not have ’em sprawl- 



































lyrics for ‘Buffalo Bill, ected 


f start next week. Construction begins 
at Republic. 


| then on a building to be spotted 

along the Hutchinson River Park- 

George Hall, March 17, and Bob way in Saxon Woods, a suburb of 
Zurke, March 31, are the Bands 4 


White Plains. Plans already drawn 
se at the Hotel New Yorker, | call for a spot 146x58 with a seating 


| capacity of 700-800. 


| Peter Tinturin sold his song, ‘Blow, | One of the things which is —_ 
| Breeze, Blow,’ to Republic. to be | posed to have held up start of work 
sung in ‘Young Buffalo Bill” | on the place was the lack of assur- 
| ; ance of a liquor license. Latter was 
| acquired last week when a licensed 
spot was bought out and the permit 
transferred. New building will not 
open before September. Glen Island 
Casino, which will be its major op- 
position, operates during the summer 
only, usually closing down about the 
time the Dorsey-Dailey venture is 
set to get going. 














| 


 Bootleg-Chasers on Road 


Crews of investigators from the | 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
| ciation will leave this week on a 
checkup of the songsheet bootlegging 
| Situation in several -tates. 


| Their assignments include upper 
New York state, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 


Indiana, Michigan, Illinois and Ken- 
tucky. 














Jack Stern and Sol Barzman sold 
their song, ‘Sunshine for Sale,’ to 
Republic. 
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+ Band Reviews 





y HALL ORCHESTRA (13) 
ith Phyllis Jeanne, Johnny Cook, 
| a pillon, Ford Harrison 
pote! Biltmore, N. ¥. ‘ 
sleepy Hall, Yale 22, used to have 
udy Priee, Yale ’24, in his band up 
t New Haven. Hall has been around 
| at Nee time, in and ¢ tt of the bet- 
1 hotels and dining rooms, but dur- 
| ne the past five years of bounce 





nd out-of-this-world stylists, 
| he’s ice static, sitting in with other 
combinations in radio, etc. 

Back in the field, at the Hotel 
giltmore’s Bowman Room (N. Y.), 
Hall's ‘sleepytime music, as he 
chooses to call it, is ideal for the 
spot, because recent months have 
fast kayoed many of the cacophonous 
jiveists who got on the swing band- 

n and coasted along for awhile. 
gome of the jive outstanders, just 
like the ‘Mickey Mouse’ type of 
jeader (as the ‘style’ maestros are 
called in the music biz), will con- 
tinue their vogue, of course, but 
there's no gainsaying the reversal 
back t- the ‘sweet’ style. 

Hall goes almost to an opposite ex- 
treme with his unusual setup of four 
reeds, three fiddles (becomes four 
requently), four rhythm, and only 
one horn and one trombone, but he 
roduces plenty of dance lift with- 
out blasting them out into the coat- 
room. Maestro features himself on 
a new-style ‘melodic banjo’ (so an- 
no when not stickwaving. 
Phyllis Jeanne is the ballad vocal- 
jst, standard in her contributions. 

| Hall’s numbers are chiefly special- 
ly arranged, because of that orches- 
tral setup, and the only time he 
migtt have difficulty would be with 


number; but since he has special eye 

to the dining room and hotel field, 
' where he was long experienced, 
that’s seemingly a minor hurdle. 
Johnny Cook is emphasized on the 
trombone, and very mellifluent he 
is Paul Dillon and Ford Harrison 
double vocals. Abel. 


| the. stock arrangements of a swing | 





‘ TOMMY TUCKER ORCH (15) 
With Amy Arnell, Charlie Rand, 
Kerwin Sommerville 
' Strand Theatre, N. Y. 


Tucker’s band comes to the Strand 
fresh from a long buildup stand at 
Murray’s, Tuckahoe, N. Y., where it 
averaged 15-18 air shots weekly. On 
the few numbers it showed here as 
part of the stage show the group is 
a listenable one, smoothly interpret- 
ing neatly written arrangements 
with an unusual instrumental setup. 

It’s composed of four sax, three 

trumpets, one trombone, two -pianos, 

drums and string bass. Equal sax 

and brass sections indicate the style, 
which is prodersmaetay sweet. Major 
part of the time the small brass sec- 
tion is muted, and the few instances 
when it isn’t doesn’t add up to any 
blare. There’s no attempt at spot- 
lighting any choruses or breaks. 
| Band just rides along smoothly but 











solidly, lending a listenable lilt to 
the tunes it uses. 

Amy Arnell and Charlie Rand 
handle the legitimate vocals, and sax 
tooter Kermit Sommerville the nov- 

| elties, backed by band choruses. Miss 
‘melt s work here on ‘Ma He's Mak- 
ng aye at Me’ is all right. Her 
second, however (‘Stormy Weather’), 
1s not as impressive. Rand's vo- 
caling of ‘Indian Summer’ stamps 

im as standout. He appeared nerv- 

ous and ill at ease when caught. 
| pamer ville does the band’s favorite 
plug, ‘The Man Who Comes Around.’ 
= a sequel, ‘Let Him Live,Oh I 
Fr y, Let Him Live,’ that kicks up ad- 
itional giggles. 

Tucker’s handling of the band and 
| ae ee a ee. His remarks 
0 introduce ‘ r 

e ‘Man’ though 


could be clipped. Says Glen Gray 
has his ‘Sunrise Serenade’ and ‘that 
other Tucker—what’s his name?’ his 
‘Oh Johnny.’ It’s probably meant as 
a gag, but it doesn’t seem so from 
out front. Crew is smartly laid out 
on the stand, equipped with stands 
that represent eyes. Drop, too, is 
tasty, luminously spelling out Tuck- 
er’s name. Wood. 


DICK JURGENS (14) 
With Eddie Howard 
Aragon, Chicago 

Jurgens seems a coming bet in the 
orchestra business. He is young, so 
is his band, and they have the knack 
for the modern pace. Current build- 
up over WGN and the Mutual web 
is helping lots. 

Jurgens has plugged some five of 
his songs into hits, such as ‘Careless,’ 
‘My Last Goodbye’ and ‘It’s 100 to 
One.’ This may be the stumbling 
block for Jurgens if he isn’t careful. 
He has picked some winners among 
his own tunes. The danger is that 
he will believe that he can make any 
of his own songs a winner, and be- 
gin forcing them on the public 
whether they want ’em or not. In 
the space of one 30-minute period 
Jurgens was heard to plug five of 
his own numbers. This is a bit thick, 
and there is a real danger of adverse 
public reaction. 

Otherwise, maestro has a bright 
future. Has well-integrated orches- 
tra. No one instrument is outstand- 
ing, but as an aggregation there is 





power and foundation. Best of all 
are the Jurgens arrangements. They 
represent musical showmanship. 

' Eddie Howard is a live member of 
| the group, both as a writer and as 


i/a vocalist. He should go up along 
| with the orchestra. Gold. 


| 

| BERT SHEFTER’S BAND (8) 
Century, New York 

| Bert Shefter is known as a com- 
| poser-arranger along Raymond Scott 
i lines, also a pianist. Only a couple 
of weeks ago he was in the Radio 
City Music Hall as one half of a 
double-piano act. This is his first 
time at the head of a band,-in this 
instance an eight-piece swing outfit 
that doesn’t look as though it will 
swing very far. 

Besides the band’s newness, the 
presentation in this shooting gallery 
was very poor, all detracting from 
the orch’s net impression. Band- 
stands were patched up, dirty look- 
ing affairs; the musicians weren't 
dressed well and Shefter appears to 
be lacking in sufficient personality 
to carry a musical aggregation for 
stage purposes. He’s seated at the 
piano throughout, but no mike is 
spotted nearby to pick up his expert 
ivory-tickling. Only musician, in 
fact, who gets a spot and billing is 
Terry Snyder, excellent vibraharpist. 

Band is divided among two sax, 
one trombone, one trumpet, _ bass, 
| drums, vibraharp and piano. It’s no 
firebrand musically, even with Shef- 
_ter’s own arrangements and compo- 
sitions. 

‘The Lamp Is Low’ is the band’s 
themer. ‘Wig Wag’ follows, then 
‘Tuxedo Junction.’ ‘Farmer in a 
Dilemma,’ aye of that type, comes 
later. Snyder swings ‘Dark Eyes’ 
well on the vibraharp; the band 
plays ‘In the Mood’ and finales with 
a swing version of Chopin’s ‘Minute 
| Waltz.’ 
| If Shefter is to continue this orch 
ihe might work something out along 
the late Chick Webb formula, i.e., 
|'Shefter sticking to the piano and 
| getting a personality kid to wave a 
jbaton. As the outfit stands now, it’s 
a negligible factor in a highly com- 
petitive field. Scho. 
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(Week Ending Feb. 3) 














‘18 Cent. Drawing Room,’ U.S. 
‘Somewhere in France,’ Eng.“ 
‘Scatterbrain,’ U. S. 

‘I'll Pray For You,’ Eng. 
‘Goodnight Children,’ Eng.. 
‘Goodbye Sally,’ Eng. 
‘Faithful Forever,’ U. S. 
‘Always Be England,’ Eng. 
‘We'll Meet Again,’ Eng. 

‘I Shall Be Waiting, Eng. 
‘T'll Remember,’ Eng. 


SANTLEY DROPS 








Deal for Joe (Banjo) Santley to 
take over the Stasny Music Co. has 
gone cold. Transaction was to in- 
volve some outside backing. 

It had been Santley’s idea to 
change the name of the firm. Stasny 
has a rating of 40 availability points 
in the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. 


FHFFFFFFEFS OFF FEFOSOOOOOOO 


Band Bookings ; 


DD AADAAAAM AAA aed 


Jimmie Lunceford, March 8, 
Broadway Pier, San Diego, Cal.; 9, 
Arrowhead’s Garden B., San Ber- 
nardino; 10, Shrine Aud., Los An- 
geles; 11-12, Sweet's B., Oakland; 13, 
Aud., Eureka, Cal.; 14, KUIN, Grant’s 
Pass, Ore.; 15, Aud., Portland, Ore.; 
16-17, Trianon B., Seattle. 

Horace Heidt, March 16, Para- 
mount theatre, Aurora, II1.; 17, Coro- 
nado theatre, Rockford, Ill.; 18, Pal- 
ace theatre, South Bend; 29, week, 


STASNY DEAL 


VARIETY 33 


Kirby of NAB. Writes Piece for Govt. 
Bulletin and Some Eyebrows Go Up 














Washington, Feb. 27. 


HARRY LINK TOL.A. 
{ Appéararice of a piece written by 


Takes Songs and Cocker Spaniel Pup Edward M. K 
To Film Colony 





|expert of National Association of 
, | Broadcasters, in the monthly bulle- 
paiarry Link, general manager of ‘tin of the Federal Radio Education 
Holl eist, Inc., left by plane for | Committee caused raised eyebrows 

ollywood Monday (26) with a port-|in some quarters and has been in- 
folio of songs for possible placement terpreted as an official slap at 


the tz, Musicals. Latter includes | aSCAP. Kirby's article—bearing the 
— ardy Family edition, jpead: ‘Broadcasters Pour Funds Into 


‘Strike Up the Band’ and ‘Argentina.’ | : me 
He will be gone about two weeks. | Broadcast Music, Inc.’; Fight ASCAP” 


Link took along with him a cocker | —was given the lead place on page 
spaniel pup for Joan Blondell and , °"* of the Government bulletin. 
Coincident with the play given 


Dick Powell. It was a gift from Bob | 
Stevens, of Decca Record Co., who Broadcast Music, Inc.’; ‘Fight ASCAP’ 


last summer promised Powell one 2nnounced that $1,159,467 has been 
out of the mother pooch’s next lit- Paid in to the new music pool and 
ter. | that 260 stations have signed on the 

Jack Robbins, head of the Metro- | dotted line. Confidence expressed 
Robbins music group, returns today that the goal of $1,500,000 with which 
(Wed.) from a Havana vacation. | NAB expects to launch its rival or- 
| ganization will be reached within a 


RENEWAL RIGHTS T0 2 vn “its weekly report, NAB stated 
SONGS IN THE COURTS served'in Broadcast Music, tne. dur: 


ing the week. In addition to the 
260 stations which have already sent 


Music and George Graff, Jr. rT bcs 115 transmitters have ‘indi- 


’ ! | cated approval’ of the project and 
oor bat Se in N. Y. | receipt of their contributions is ex- 
rt Saturday (25) to the pected to raise the fund to $1,250,000 
se we Witmark which seeks an: NAB declared ty 
njunction and accounting of profits A li ’ 
for the alleged unlawful publication | cog hration’ is needed te make the 
of ‘Till the Sands of the Desert | 


G : ’ | enterprise a going concern, industry 
+ vio Ragan and ‘Goodbye, My Love, | organization declared: 

The defendants claimed that the BP ny ro “ = bitanseintreg ot 
copyright was secured on both songs SS SXISRS UPS the suppor: 1 te- 


by Witmark in 1911, but the copy. | ore from the industry. 


; : | stations by subscribing for $1,159,- 
right ran out in 1939, and Graff, one |; actiah 
of the authors, sesaned & paneon! 467.50 have more than met our mini- 


and granted the defendant publish- EM FOqUIRSMONSS By after exam- 














Fred Fisher Music Co., Inc., Mills” 





Palace theatre, Cleveland; April 5, 
week, Palace theatre, Columbus. 

Buddy Rogers, March 7, Capitol 
theatre, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. | 

Wayne King, March 12, Lyric the- 
atre, Indianapolis. 

Eddy Duchin, March 22, Hipp the- 
atre, Balto.; 29, State theatre, Hart- 
ford. 

George Olsen, March 17, Capitol 
theatre, Scranton, Ill. 

Bob Chester, March 14, 
theatre, Wilkes-Barre; 15, 
Athletic Club. 

Cab Calloway, March 26, Harlem 
Club, Savannah; Ga. 

Woody Herman, April 5, U. of | 
Maryland, College Park, Md. 

Johnny McGee, March 23 and 25, 
Masonic Temple, Scranton, Pa.; 24, 
Polish People’s Home, Passaic, N. J.; 
30, Commodore hotel, N. Y.; April 3, 
St. Joe’s Lyceum, Bayonne, N. J. 

Jimmy Dorsey, March 10, Alham- 
bra Grotto, St. Louis. 

Harold Shaw, April 27, Madison 
A. C., Chicago. 

Duke Ellington, March 19, week, 
Denver theatre, Denver; April 1, two 
weeks, Show Box, Seattle. 

George Hall, March 16, New York 
Ws, Pes ee 

Ben Bernie, April 6, Ziegfeld Club 
Ball, Waldorf hotel, N. Y. 


Capitol 
Detroit 











Pinky Tomlin, March 12, 10 days, 
Tune Town B., St. Louis. | 

Teddy Wilson, March 1, Aud., To- 
ledo; 2, Cotton Club, Dayton; 3, 
Trianon B., Cleveland; 4-5, Sports 
Arena B., Bluefield, W. Va.; 6, Logan 
| Armory, Logan, W. Va. 
| Jan Savitt, March 11, Majestic the- | 
 eten, Johnstown, Pa.; 12, Uniontown, | 
Pa.; 13, Columbia theatre, Sharon, 
| Pa.; 18, Butler theatre, Butler, Pa.; 
119, Warner theatre, Morgantown, | 
| W. Va. 





| Johnny Lange and Lew Porter | 

| sold their song, ‘In Prairie Fairy- 
land,’ to Edward Finney for a Tex 

| Ritter western at Monogram. | 
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ing rights. It is asserted that only senting oF a oF Sevens we onewe 
an author can secure renewal rights, pid ultimate goal of 0-00 oes 
and that Witmark, not the defen- subscribing $1,500,000 is easily within 
dants, has been guilty of illegal reach if hese who nave aes. ah 9OF 
publication. A decree declaring that cent i Ce Cees Wi oo new 
the songs are rightfully theirs, and what we know they plan to do 
an injunction and $500 damages per . eventually. 

infringement against the plaintiff are 


=e sudge eawara 4. conse BUFFALO MEDICAL FUND 
itt by 'bieeguae wene""2. BENEFIT NETTED $3,500 


suit by Broadway Music Corp. 
against F-R Publishing Corp. which 
Buffalo, Feb. 27. 
Medical fund of Buffalo Musicians 


sought an injunction and damages | 
for the alleged unlawful use of the 
song, ‘Poor Pauline,’ in th -| : 

0 e defen Union fetched an estimated $3,500 
court found that there was no in- | from third annual ‘parade of bands’ 
fringement, and that the publica-| in Broadway Auditorium Wednesday 
it, and permissible under the law. + apo waten ” oe em - 

The plaintiff is the owner of the -minute intervals from 7:30 p. m. 
: A : ‘ | List included Jan Savitt, Paul Pen- 
tion with the film serial, ‘Perils of - Alli 
Pauline,’ starring Pearl White. When | Sees Ge TOnNRy LENE, ee wees 
New Yorker, in commenting, repub- | ; +) 
lished the song, which led to the, Carmen Lombardo $ Spill 
Jesse Stool to Lincoln Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
sional manager of the Lincoln Music|}a nag at Palm Springs on Sunday 
Co. He was formerly with Larry | (25) and had 10 stitches taken in his 
Lincoln from now on will special- | Grove, he introed the song he had 
ize in the publication of rhythm and | gone to the desert resort to work on. 


dant’s New Yorker magazine. The | 
tion of the song was a ‘fair use’ of (21), Some 10,000 dancers paid 50c 
song, published in 1914 in conjune- | © sm 
the actress died in Paris in 1938, the | °°": 
action. | 

Jesse Stool has become profes-| Carmen Lombardo got bounced off 
Spier, Inc., in Chicago. noggin. Next night, at the Cocoanut 
special material songs. It’s tagged: ‘What Hit Me?’ 
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(KASSELS IN THE AIR) 


NOW STATE LAKE, CHICAGO 
RETURNING APRIL 2, BISMARCK HOTEL, CHICAGO 
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San Antonio Cafe Op In Drive to Hit 


Music Setup, Seeks to Curb ASC 





San Antonio, Feb. 27. 

J. N. Crasilneck, owner and op- 
erator of the Gleam Dinner Club 
here, states he is trying to start a 
petition to Congress to contain some 
50,000 signatures of night club own- 
ers and others interested in trying to 
change the present setup of the copy- 
righted laws governing music. His 
main object is to have additional 
legislation passed to give less power 
to the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. He 
cites his experience recently as well 
as other night spot owners with the 
representatives of that organization 
and he believes that a concerted ac- 
tion will bring results. 

Owner of a medium sized night 
spot using an orchestra ranging in 
size from three to six instruments 
‘as business warrants,’ Crasilneck ad- 
vertises the fact he has a dance 
band. He has been approached 
many times in the past several years 
by ASCAP for performance fees. 
Crasilneck told them that he was 
‘not in a position to buy the license 
due to the fact that the price asked 
was too high.’ He reports ASCAP 
asked for $300 and then was willing 
to accept a smaller amount which 
he thought still too high. He offered 
them $75 for the license. 

On Jan. 10, 1940, ASCAP filed suit 
in the Federal district court here. 
Two days prior to the trial, two rep- 
resentatives of the ASCAP together 
with their lawyer arrived here. They 
immediately began -checking the) 
property values, the holdings, credit | 
rating of Crasilneck. He owns the! 
building in which his night club is) 
operated, a hotel in the same build- | 
ing, a restaurant, a group of houses 
and other holdings. 





songs—You Must Have Been 
Beautiful Baby’ and ‘Between a Kiss 
and a Sigh’—on which they asked 
judgment of $500. 

In the testimony offered by 
ASCAP, it was stated the two num- | 
bers were played by the orchestra | 
on a certain night in April, and that | 
there were 11 other guests present | 
besides the representative of the} 
ASCAP. 

In his testimony Crasilneck showed | 
court.records that there were not 
that many people present and wit- 
nesses to the fact that the numbers 
were not played, due to the fact that 
the orchestra did not even have the 
music for the two selections. 

Verdict favored Crasilneck with 
ASCAP footing the bills for the 
trial. 


ALSO A HANGOVER CURE 

A New York milk company has in- 
stalled a Nightcap Club at its plant 
on West 57th street near 10th ave- 
nue, where milk is the principal 
beverage dispensed along with a 
snack and dairy products for visi- 
tors. It’s all on the house. 

Project is a come-on to induce 
visiting the plant and see how the 





“At the trial | 
they claimed infringement on two| 
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EPC Eerie 
Morgan Dhnvers Retarn’ 
To Palm Is. Casino, Miami 


Stuart Morgan Dancers, who only 
recently closed a four-week stay at 
the Palm Island Casino, Miami, have 
been rebooked for two more weeks 
this season. 

The adagio quartet reopens at the 
club tomorrow (Thursday). 


‘CHANGE HELLZAFIRE’ 
TITLE PENDING TRIAL 


Pending trial to determine Olsen 
and Johnson’s claim, the unit tagged 
‘Hellzafire’ will use the title of ‘Fun- 
zafire’ instead. It’s laying off cur- 
rently, but opens with the substitute 
monicker tomorrow (Thursday) at 
the Capitol, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., for 
three days. 

O. & J. sued the unit and its 
owner, Al Borde, of Chicago, and 


Benny Meroff, claiming the title was 
unfair competition to their ‘Hellza- 











| poppin’ revue currently at the Win- 


ter Garden, N. Y. Borde and Meroff, 
through Attorney I. Robert Broder, 
fought the claim, but a temporary 
injunction was handed down in N.Y. 
supreme court. Last week O. & J. 
put up a $5,000 bond pending trial. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Saranac, N. Y., Feb. 27. 
A. B. (Tony) Anderson, ogled by 


a N. Y. specialist regarding his gams, 
| back on the job with his under-pins 


in a cast. 
' Lowell Thomas mitting the gang 








dairy prepares its products for the 
N. Y. market. 


at Lake Placid between chats dur- 
ing the two-day Nu-Blue-Sunoco 
northern New York convention. 


The Ed Ridels, in Florida the past 
few weeks, are back here enjoying 
mild spring weather and arranging 
the reopening of the Floridel nitery. 


Roy Gautier here for checkup and 
vacash. 


Among those skedded for that long 
looked-for ‘go-home’ okay are Sam- 
uel Putnam, Dorothy -‘Meachem, 
James Meehan, Eddie McDonald, 
Carole Hartley, Paul Dean, Eddie 
Vogt, Laster Carter and Betty John- 
son. 


The new medico at the Will 
Rogers is Dr. Harold Krantz, 


Celebrating his fourth year as an 
ozoner, Jack Edwards got the get-up 
and exercise o.k. He is eyeing time 
tables for that go-home routine. 

Into the hands of the publishers 
goes that new ballad written by two 
Will Rogersites, Eddie Dowd and 
Todir Cameron, ‘A Little Cottage for 
Two.’ 

Write to those who are ill. 
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YACHT CLUB'S CLICK 
PITT’S BIG SURPRISE 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 

Talk of town in nitery circles is 
big click of Yacht Club this winter 
after number of different manage- 
ments had failed miserably over last 
decade in an effort to put old Show 
Boat across. Spot never got back 
on its feet after 1929 when, in its 
hey-day as a swank gambling ca- 
sino and name entertaining cafe, it 
was raided by police and shut down. 
Flock of new owners took it over 
successively, among them Freda 
Pope, now operating Plaza cafe, 
and John Maganotti, assistant mana- 
ger of Old Shay Gardens currently, 
with each sinking lot of coin into 
it and losing their shirts. Month ago, 
against advice of everybody, Sol Hel- 
ler, with no previous experience in 
night club operation, and Nick An- 
dolina took over the lease, redeco- 
rated it a bit, changed the name to 
the Yacht Club and have been pack- 
ing them in. 

Figured at first just a flash in 
an, due to impetus given it open- 
ing week by Jackie Heller, co- 
owner's brother, and all-star name 
show he recruited to guest the in- 
augural nights, but click has con- 
tinued since then. 


Harlem Apollo 
Gives in Quick 
To AGVA’s Call 


After a one-day strike, AGVA 
signed a contract Sunday night (25) 
with the management of the Apollo 
theatre, Harlem, N. Y. Agreement, 
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Dante Putting Up His Tricks, But 


Sees Magic Coming Out 


of Blackout 





Dot Stone-Collins Date 
In L. A. Stayed 2 Wks. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Dorothy Stone and Charles Col- 
ling (Mr. and Mrs.) have had their 
date at the Cocoanut Grove here 
extended from four to six weeks. 
Their windup here will now be 
March 19. 


CLEVE. CAFE OP WINS 
SUBURBAN NIX ROW 


Cleveland, Feb. 27. 

Chester D. Brennan last week 
finally won long legal scrap against 
East Cleveland, which has been 
trying to shutter his nitery, the only 
one in the residential suburb, for 
the last four months. 

Operator was granted a state 
nitery permit last Nov. 1, spent 
$5,000 on redecorating spot but 
stepped into a court battle when 
irate suburb’s City Manager Charles 
A. Carran refused to give him a city 
license. Rezoning measure was also 
shoved through, closing neighbor- 
hood to night clubs to force Brennan 
out. Latter was. given the decision 
by judge, who ruled that new 
zoning ordinance could not be re- 
troactive, and that suburb could not 
veto rights accorded Brennan by 
state. 
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effective at once and expiring next 
Dec. 31, calls for AGVA shop, $40} 
a week minimum for principals, $30 | 
for chorus, plus various regulations 
as to working conditions, etc. 

Strike was called just before the 
first show Saturday night (24) and 
22 of the 32 colored members of the 
cast walked out. House brought in 
a few replacements, but with a heavy 
picket line in front of the b.o., at- 
tendance fell sharply. Reported a 
couple of performances were missed 
entirely, the management running 
the picture instead. 

New rate of $30 for chorus mem- 
bers is a raise of $5. In addition, 
chorines must be paid an extra $5, 
for doubling in bit parts. Number | 
of performances weekly is limited to | 
30 and rehearsals to 14 hours, with 
additional pay for extra shows or 
rehearsals. Chorus must be supplied 
with regular wardrobe and are 
guaranteed four weeks’ work out of | 
the next five. No.firing without con- 
sent of AGVA. Pay-or-play rule is 
instituted for principals and all per- 
formers who struck must be taken 
back without discrimination. 

Following a brief get-together last 
Friday (23) with Irving Lesser, rep- 
resenting the Roxy, N. Y., the AGVA 
negotiating committee agreed to post- 
pone further confabs regarding adop- 
tion: of a vaudeville code until a 
meeting with the managements of all 
Broadway vaudfilm house could be! 
arranged. No date for such a hud- | 
dle has been set and indications are | 
that none may be scheduled until 
after the union reaches an agree- 
ment with the agents. 

Members of the AGVA committee 
that conferred with Lesser included 
Hoyt Haddock, AGVA executive- | 
secretary; Florence Marston, of the | 
Screen Actors Guild; Ruth Richmond, | 
of Equity and Chorus Equity, and | 
Jo Tonge, of the American Federa- | 
tion of Radio Artists. Presence of | 
the other unions’ reps on the AGVA | 
committee is regarded as evidence | 
that all Associated Actors and Art- | 
istes of America affiliated will ac- 
tively co-operate in {2 vaudeville 
organizing campaign. National board 
of the parent union has asked the 
affiliates to give such support, but | 
the various boards haven’t had time | 
to act on the matter. 


State-Lake Sets Names 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Nate Platt, booking manager for 
Balaban & Katz, has set a string of | 
headliners for the State-Lake, start- | 
ing with Jimmy Dorsey’s orch week | 
of March 1. | 
Edgar Kennedy comes in March 8, | 
Edmund Lowe on March 15, Buddy | 
Rogers’ orch March 22, and Little 
Jack Little’s band March 29. 



































Though legit managers had been 
known to lift entire casts from shows 
for their own productions, Hagen- 
beck-Wallace’s ‘adoption’ of the Al 
G. Barnes unit, with a couple of ex- 
ceptions, marked the first time that 
it happened in the circus field. 





Because it was a ‘freak’ act, the 
bigtime was nixing Violet and Daisy 
Hilton, the Siamese Twins, for vaude. 
Only .good for the nabe_ houses, 


Keith’s said, though the girls broke | 


Jack Dempsey’s record at the 


Loew’s State, Newark, N. J. 





Joe Keno and Rosie Green had the | 
best act of their careers. They were | 
doing a travesty, singing and danc- | 
ing in their new turn which they | 
were trying out at the Riverside, 
WN. Y. 





Picture companies were having 
trouble casting lead parts, and the! 
result was that agents were scouring | 
the east to dig up the players. In-| 
dependent firms were the biggest | 
sufferers, 





Warners charged Famous Players | 
and Metro with collusion, and that | 
was the first problem that Joe! 
Schenck had to settle in meeting | 
with the Association of Motion Pic- | 
ture Producers. Row involved ac- | 
tress Pauline Stark. 


G.0.P. Bonanza 
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at the prospects and curfew restric- | 
tions are expected to be lifted dur- 
ing the week of the conclave. 
The New York World's Fair is also 
expected to get a chunk of extra biz 
from the convention. Railroad of- 
ficials have announced they will run 
special excursion trains from the 
30th St. station, within a few blocks | 
of Convention Hall, to the Fair 
Grounds. 


There will be about 2,000 delegates 
and alternates. These are expected 
friends. At least 25,000 political fol- 
lowers are expected in addition. 
Visitors that normally flock to con- 
vention cities are expected to swell 
the total of out-of-towners up to the 
1,000,000 mark. 





' |}such. a renaissance, 





Hollywood, Feb, 27, 
Dante the magician, after his 
fourth world tour, is putting up his 
tricks and going into retirement, He’, 
building a home at Reseda, on the 
fringe of Hollywood, and may dabble 
in the black art, but no more tours 


across the watery spans. A farewell 
perhaps, in this country if the itch 
bas oar uncontrollable, 
ante, or more legally, 

Jansen, isn’t folding “ry Roca 
magic has lost its pull with the 
world’s populace. ‘As long as there’s 
life there’s mystery,’ he was quick to 
epigram, It’s the war and its Tavag- 
ing effects on show business that 
prompted him to forego his tricks 
and dismiss a company of 35. He 
was on the continent when the hos- 
tilities broke out and its spread 
seemed to catch him on his every 
move. First it was Berlin, then Lon- 
don. Up to that time he was doing 
turnaway biz. 

The English are still the miost en- 
thusiastic about magic, says Dante. 
Russia and Japan also are very much 
illusion-conscious, Nor is magic a 
lost art in this country. However, 
foreigners go for it in a bigger way, 
as they like to play around with it 
themselves. 

Dante believes that recent ex- 
posures of tricks in cigaret ads and 
on radio has proved a stimulant to 
magic rather than producing an in- 
jurious effect. It created a new inter- 
est in the art and brought out a fresh 
crop of amateur magicians. Tricks 
that are exposed are the simplest and 
no part of any professional’s reper- 
|toire. His book, ‘Tricks for Every- 
body,’ has sold more than 2,000,000 
copies. 

Magic is ripe for revival in this 
country and with the right kind of 
leadership, psychology and _ show- 
manship should really enjoy a vogue 
| such as was created by Kellar, Hou- 
|dini, Herrmann, Thurston and the 
| other masters, Dante ventured. Some 
| one will come along and give it the 
| lift and there'll be no stopping it. 
| Of the present crop there isn’t an 
| outstander capable of bringing about 
he said in 
contemporary 





| shrugging off the 
| hanky manipulators. 

Dante is a protege of Thurston and 
| for years built his contraptions and 
|acted as his assistant. Just before 
Thurston died he named Dante as his 
successor. Dante expects to com- 


| plete a book soon on his association 


and travels with Thurston. 





1 Dallas Nitery Closes; 
Big Plans for Others 


Dallas, Feb. 27. 


After a short career, Ciro’s Club, 
new nitery here, has been zippered. 

Meanwhile, plans were discussed 
last week for remodeling Peacock 
Terrace atop the Baker hotel; for a 
new suburban spot by Nick De- 
George and associates; a second 
suburban spot to feature name 
bands; an outdoor dancing pavilion 
for the White Rock Showboat, and 
the enlarging of the Plantation Club 
to 2,500 capacity. 








TROC GOES DARK 
Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Trocadero shuttered until April 1, 


| while John Steinberg is lining uP 


four name attractions for the sum- 
mer. : 
Understood Abe Lyman and his 
orch will be featured during the 
autu an period. , 
Second casualty among the niter- 
ies is closing of Roosevelt hotel's 
Blossom Room until October. 
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Hotel, Waiters’ Unions Pledge AGVA 


- Support; Possible Local 802 Tie And 
Jomt National Drive With AFRA 





Unqualified support of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists drive 
to organize night clubs and hotel 
foor shows has been pledged by the 
Hotel Trades Council of New York 
and the cooks, waiters and bartend- 
ers’ unions. In addition, the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians will also 

ve partial cooperation. Drive will 

underway within two weeks. 

Promise of the hotel employees’ 
and waiters, bartenders, cooks’ sup- 
port was given by the heads of those 
unions, in speeches Sunday (25) at 
the membership meeting of AGVA's 
New York local, at the Piccadilly 
hotel, N. Y., which drew an attend- 
ance of only 12 persons. Confab to 
work out practical details for the 


‘ ‘agreement took place Monday (26) 


w 


between Hoyt S. Haddock, AGVA 
executive-secretary, and officials of 
the other unions. 

AFM’s cooperation with AGVA 
was pledged in a letter from Joseph 
N. Weber, president. While it failed 
to promise complete support, it 
stated that the music union had in- 
structed all band leaders that any 
acts h:zed to appear with their bands 
must be members of AGVA. It spe- 
cifically mentioned, however, that 
the AFM could not order its mem- 
bers not to work with performers 
not belonging to AGVA. In effect, 
the Weber pledge to AGVA is vir- 
tually the same as the one he made 
a year or so ago to the American 
Federation of Actors. Haddock was 
slated to confer yesterday (Tuesday) 
with Local 802 officials in an effort to 
reach a more far-reaching agree- 
ment. 

Deal to Be Worked Out 

Deal for a combined national] or- 
ganizing drive with the American 
Federation of Radio Artists will 
probably be worked out within the 
next couple of weeks. The two af- 
filiates are the only Associated Ac- 
tors & Artistes of America branches 
that have a national problem. While 
there is enough activity to support 
separate offices for the two unions 
in the larger cities, the number of 
performers in smaller towns 
wouldn’t justify the overhead for 
two offices and sets of officials. Idea 
is to have joint headquarters and 
representatives in most towns, with 
the expense for each divided on a 
per-capita basis. Both unions are 
now established only in the larger 
cities, but both plan to begin or- 
ganizing soon on a broad national 
scale, 

Besides assigning a special organ- 
izer to the ice show at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., Monday (26) 
and last night (Tuesday), AGVA has 
already hired Vito Melfi as organ- 
izer for 
Bailey circus coming to the same 
spot early in April. Idea is to have 
permanent organizing staffs for each 
of these fields and, when known men 
im each line can be found, to ap- 
point them to the AGVA nationai 
board. Latter body is already at full 
strength of 45, but Four A’s repre- 
sentatives, of whom there are now 
12, would be asked to resign to make 
room for them. 

$8,000 Monthly Expenses 
_ Union's first national convention 
Is tentatively slated for next Octo- 
ber, but may be set back a short 
time if the expected intensive or- 
ganizational drives have AGVA’s af- 
fairs in an unsettled condition at 
that time. AGVA is now operating 
On a budget of about $8,000 a month, 
but Haddock figures on having the 
organization on a paying basis with- 
Mm six months. That is figuring on a 
Tise in expenses as wider organiza- 

tional activity gets under way. 
nion magazine is to be started 
Shortly, at a cost of about $600 
monthly, including salaries and mail- 
ing. Union last week hired Ed Har- 
tlson as press agent. Also hoped to 
move the New York headquarters 
soon from the present location in 
West 45th st. near Fifth ave..~ to 
one of the Times Square hotels, 
where it’s figured an advantageous 

renting deal can be worked out. 

As expected, the United Entertain- 
ets Assn., Philadelphia performer 
union, will be absorbed as a local of 

GVA. Agreement to that effect 
Was reached in N. Y. Wednesday (21) 
at a confab between Haddock and 

omas E. Kelly, UEA_ business 


agent; William A. Jones, president, 
and Royal Scott, treasurer. AGVA 
board approved it Friday (23) and 
€ UEA membership was slated to 


th 


the Ringling-Barnum & | 





ratify yesterday in Philadelphia, 
with Phil Irving present as AGVA 
representative. Under the terms of 
the deal, UEA relinquishes its name 
and gets the same autonomous rights 
as the other AGVA locals. Now some 
talk of an AGVA tie with the 
Brother Artists Assn. (burlesque). 
Vote on Meeting Time 

As a result of the slim turnout 
Sunday, it was decided that future 
meetings of the local will be held at 
3 am. the last Tuesday of every 
month. Those present voted on that 
as the most convenient time. In 
his brief talk to those present at 
the Sunday meeting, Haddock sug- 
gested that the national board ap- 
point committeés to study the prob- 
lem of benefits, the question of com- 
pulsory ‘mixing’ by nitery perform- 
ers, and the possibility of a perma- 
nent grievance committee to police 
night clubs. 

In the local election, the highest 
number of votes received by any 
candidate was 55. Those elected 
were Phil ‘Irving, president; Dave 
Fox, Peter Wells, Hazel Scott, 
Michael Lewis and Helen Sanford, 
vice-presidents; Billy Glason, re- 
cording secretary, and Sam Kramer, 
treasurer. In addition to the above, 
who automatically serve on the 
board, those elected to the board 
were Charles Arno, Charles Honi 
Coles, Don De Leo, Joy Dixon, 
Thelma Flowers, Jack Gilford, Jack 
Hilliard, Fred Fisano, Elton Rich, 
Ed Rockard, Al Shayne, Noble Sis- 
sle, Arthur Ward. Few are con- 
sistently working performers. 


Downey’s Tonsils Still 
With Him, But He’s 
Still In Cleve. Hosp 


Cleveland, Feb. 27. 

Morton Downey still has his ton- 
sils intact, contrary to all reports, 
and up to Sunday (25) doctors at St. 
Vincent's Charity Hospital said there 
was no need for an operation yet. 

They reported that the _ Irish 
singer, who had to cancel at RKO 
Palace here last week, was doing as 
well as could be expected. Tonsil- 
trouble report was deprecated by 
head surgeon, who said he had a 
‘strep’ throat which required con- 
stant, careful treatment more than 
an operation. 

Barbara Bennett Downey, his wife, 
flew in from Hollywood last Tues- 
day (20) and took a room at the hos- 
pital in order to be at his side. 


Ed Sullivan 




















Continued from page 3... 


John Chapman, won't shift to the 
Coast till July 1, when Sullivan re- 
sumes his Broadway beat. Chapman 
has rented his Connecticut home for 











two years from June 1, after which 
|time he‘ll take a month’s vacash, 
'probably driving to Hollywood, and 
won't start filing from there until 
July. 

i It hasn’t been decided yet by the 
| News just what coverage will be as- 
| Signed Danton Walker, the congaing 
columnist, now doing the _ nitery 
beat, when Sullivan returns. 

Music Corp. of America, which is 
agenting Sullivan’s unit, is asking 
$8,500 weekly plus a percentage. Fol- 
! lowing Indianapolis, the troupe plays 
the Riverside, Milwaukee; Stanley, 
Pittsburgh; State, Hartford; Loew’s 
State, New York, and then .Washing- 
ton. 

Players include Jean Parker, Mar- 
jorie Weaver, Lon Chaney, Jr., Bela 
Lugosi, Douglas McPhail and three 
film starlets, Phyllis Brooks, Carole 
Landis and Gloria Blondell. A couple 
of vaude acts are also being added. 











Wanger’s Sullivan Suit Kayoed 

The appellate division of N. Y. 
supreme court Friday (24) reversed 
a decision made last September by 
Justice Felix Benvenga, and dis- 
missed the $1,000,000 libel action 
by Walter Wanger Productions, Inc. 
and Walter Wanger against the News 
Syndicate Co., and Ed Sullivan. The 
appellate division ruled that there 
was no libel in the N. Y. Daily News 
article. 

Wanger took umbrage at Sullivan 
calling him a producer of ‘B’ pic- 
tures. 








VAUDEVILLE 





VARIETY 37 








20% Commission 





American Guild of Variety 
Artists, which normally consid- 
ers the managements of niteries 
and cafes as natural opponents, 
last week received a $10 dona- 
tion from a New York bar and 
grill, offered as a gesture of ‘ap- - 
preciation and good wishes.’ 

When the International Ca- 
sino, N. Y., recently closed and 
payment was stopped on the 
wage checks of performers, the 
union redeemed all such checks 
that had been cashed by its 
members, collecting the coin in- 
volved from the nitery man- 
agement. Kieran & Dineen bar, 
on Eighth avenue, had cashed 
one for $49 and was so grateful 
to AGVA for making good the 
loss that the owners forwarded 
a $10 check to the _ union’s 
treasury. 


TA WINS BOUT 
VS, MIAMI FEMS 











Miami, Feb. 27. 
Theatre Authority, represented by 
executive secretary Alan Corelli, 
clashed here Wednesday (21) with 
the Dade County Federation of Wo- 
men’s Clubs over a benefit perform- 
ance at the Royal Palm Club. 


Tagged ‘Fiesta of Stars,’ affair al- 
most became a Fiasco of Stars when 
all the actors participating received 
wires from Corelli to the effect that 
charges would be preferred against 
them and they would be fined if 
they played the benefit. 


Situation was finally cleared up 
when Harry Richman reached Co- 
relli in Palm Beach by phone, and 
explained that the Women’s Club 
was agreeable to paying the actors 
fund 15% but had not been con- 
tacted, and had gone ahead with its 
plans under impression that Corelli 
would send a bill. 


Even after Corelli had granted 
permission, half the guest stars 
failed to show up, fearing that there 
might be some kickback. Those who 
finally went on before the crowd of 
2,500 included Abe Lyman, The De 
Marcos, Tony Martin, Rose Blaine, 
Walter Long, Michael Loring, Eddie 
Garr, Sammy Walsh, Vaughan Mon- 
roe, Bill DeWolfe, the Hartmans, 
Shilling the magician, Joe E. Lewis, 
and the Royal Palm Line. Art 
Childer, owner of the Royal Palm, 
donated the house and staff. 
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Marcus Drops ‘Rouge 

Chicago, Feb. 27. 

A. B. Marcus has withdrawn com- 
pletely from all connection with the 
‘Nite at the Moulin Rouge’ unit, 
in which he was associated with 
N. S. Barger. 

Marcus will devote himself to the 
show which he now has touring the 
south and which he will take to 
Mexico City for an extended run 
starting in April. 





On Reciprocal 


AGVA-Agents’ Org. Meeting in NY. 


Deal for Vaude, 


Nitery Field; Commish May Be Barrier 





Two Performers Hurt 
In Cleve. Circus Show 


Cleveland, Feb. 27. 
Grotto Circus opened in Public 
Hall last week for 12-day stand with 
7,600 attendance and two accidents 
in which performers were badly in- 
jured. 


Fermin Oliver, of the flying 
trapeze Voise Trio, was hurt when 
he finished his act, dived down to the 
net for a bow and bounced off it. 
Possible internal injuries and con- 
tusions of the left shoulder and 
chest were results of his 25-foot fall 
to ground. Victim No. 2 was Howard 
Ahlgren, of East Grand Forks, Minn., 
assistant to Flash Williams in car- 
crashing act. When he drove an auto 
off a ten-foot ramp into roof of an- 
other one, a slip cost him two 
broken ribs, a bruised chest and 
nervous shock. 


2 More Miami Niteries 
Forced to Shut in State, 
G-Men Gambling Purge 


Miami, Feb. 27. 


G-men and the state attorney gen- 
eral’s office renewed the- drive to 
clamp the gambling lid on all south 
Florida Friday (23) by slapping pad- 
lock injunctions on the ultra-swanky 
Brook Club, Miami’s top class bistro, 
and Col. Joseph Stehlin’s Sunny Isles 
Club. Stehlin was a candidate for 
Miami city commissioner in 1937. 

Temporary injunctions were per- 
sonally signed by George Couper 
Gibbs, Florida attorney general, and 
three Federal agents, who indicated 
they will shortly ask for permanent 
injunctions. Shutdown papers are 
identical to those which closed 10 of 
Broward county’s hot spots two 
weeks previously. 

Sunny Isles action names, besides 
Stehlin, Charles Heywank, Fred 
Auerbach and Sol Grodin. Getting 
the call in the Brook Club are Harry 
McLeod, Lou Meyer, William Maher 
and Joe Boyle. McLeod and Myer 
are tagged as actual operators. 


SOPH OPENING IN HAVANA 
Havana, Feb. 27. 
Sophie Tucker opens at Ben Mar- 
den’s Gran Casino Nacional March 4, 
climaxing the best local season in 
years. Raye and Naldi, Tamara, 15 
Chester Hale Girls and Roy Benson 
continue. 
This is Miss Tucker’s first appear- 
ance in Havana in more than 30 

















years of trouping. 





Upstate N.Y. Campaign for Vaude Has 
Over 10,000 Signatures to Petitions 





Troy, N. Y., Feb. 27. 
More than 10,000 signatures to pe- 
titions seeking the return of vaude- 
ville to Troy were reported to date at 


a meeting of the special committee 
for vaudeville’s return at the Hen- 
drik Hudson hotel Saturday night 
(24). 

In addition to these, the committee 
believes, other hundreds of signa- 
tures have already been affixed to 
200 petition forms which are still in 
circulation. The 10,000 signatures al- 
ready turned in represent an in- 
crease of approximately 3,800 over 
the previous week. 

Saturday night’s committee meeti- 
ing, attended by about 25 persons, 
was addressed by Mayor Frank J. 
Hogan, who announced plans for 
calling a conference probably next 
week with theatre managements and 
members of the executive committee 
to discuss the prospects of vaude- 
ville’s return. The efforts of the 
committee to bring stage entertain- 
ment back to Troy have received en- 
dorsements and financial contribu- 
tions from numerous organizations 





throughout the city. 


The committee and its work have; 


been mentioned twice on the na-| 
tional radio networks. 

It has voted to continue circu- 
lating petitions in the hope of pos- 
sibly building the total number of 
signatures to 20,000. Plans are also} 
being furthered for staging a vaude- 
ville show at the Music Hall about 
April 1 to raise funds for the drive. | 

Ralph W. Eycleshimer, campaign | 
manager, may go to New York with- | 
in a few days to contact vaudeville ! 
interests and the National Guild of. 
Variety Artists to obtain their reac- 
tion to the Troy campaign. 





Decision In Billingsley 
Suit Held Off in Philly’ 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 

Judge William H. Kirkpatrick in 
U. S. District Court Wednesday (21) 
reserved decision in the suit of Sher- 
man Billingsley for $10,000 damages 
against the Stork Club here for al- 
leged infringement of the name of 
Billingsley’s club in New York. 

Abe Marcus and Harry F. Hahn, 
operators of the local spot, have filed 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists and a negotiating committee 
of the Artists Representatives Assn. 
began huddling today (Wednesday) 
at AGVA headquarters in New 
York on a possible reciprocal agree- 
ment to cover the vaude-nitery 
agency field nationally. If and when 
a deal is worked out, it is expected 
to be in similar franchise form to 
the Screen Actors Guild-Coast agen- 
cies and Equity-legit agents setups 
now operating. 

ARA’s committee, representing an 
agency organization claiming to 
handle 90% of the talent-selling 
business done in and from New York, 
was chosen Monday night (26) by 
the 10%ers’ governing board. It 
consists of Herman Bernie, Mark 
Leddy, Sam Shayon (Fanchon & 
Marco), William Kent, president, 
who, being absent in Miami, will be 
represented by Harry Pincus, Wil- 
liam Morris, Jz., and possibly Charlie 
Miller, of Music Corp. of America. 
Latter was delegated, but up till 
yesterday (Tuesday) afternoon had 
not signified willingness to be part 
of the committee. MCA, incidentally, 
was last week granted a legit per- 
mit by Equity, but on the contin- 
gency that it sign an AGVA license 
agreement. I. Robert Broder, coun- 
sel for ARA, is also sitting in on the 
talks with AGVA. 

AGVA is being represented in the 
negotiations by Hoyt Haddock, its 
new executive secretary; Henry 
Jaffe, AGVA counsel, and three 
others who had not been designated 
up till yesterday afternoon. 

ARA, it is understood, will ask 
AGVA for a new and exclusive 
licensing agreement, objecting to the 
old one as inequitable and leaving 
too many loopholes for future 
stringent regulations. The agents 
have signified willingness to cooper- 
ate 100% with the talent union, but 
also ask a voice in any rules promul- 
gated that might affect their busi- 
ness. 

AGVA, it is understood, is ask- 
ing for a maximum commission of 
10% to be paid by performers, re- 
gardless of the split. This would 
mean that the agents would have 
to cut their commissions to 5%, un- 
less AGVA, or the agents, or both, 
can get the vaudeville booking of- 
fices to eliminate the customary 5% 
booking fee. The commission angle 
appears to be the biggest hurdle in 
the negotiations, the agents hereto- 
fore insisting their businesses can- 
not exist at the lower commission 
rate. 

Among other requested AGVA 
conditions, it’s said, are clauses call- 
ing for agents to represent only 
AGVA’s jurisdiction; arbitration of 
all agent-performer disputes; time 
limits on all contracts; a clause en- 
abling acts to cancel exclusive 
agency contracts unless a specified 
number of weeks’ work are obtained 
over a given period; and that indi- 
vidual members of agency-corpora- 
tions be as financially responsible for 
contracts they sign as the corpora- 
tions themselves. The agents are ex- 
pected to concede to all of these. 

The ARA membership now in- 
cludes virtually every large office, 
with the exception of General 
“Amusement Corp. (Rockwell) in 








a counter-suit for the same amount, 


‘charging Billingsley with defamation | 
; when he takes over. 


of character. 


N. Y. The William Morris office 
joined last week. A general ARA 
membership meeting is scheduled 


| for Monday night (4) at the Edison 


hotel. 


STOOGES, RHODES SET 
FOR BRANDT N. Y. TIME 


The Three Stooges have been set 
for the Brandt houses in New York, 
opening March 7 at the Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, then going to the Wind- 
sor, Bronx and Carlton, Jamaica. 
Eric Rhodes, film player, will be on 
the same show. 

Jack Curtis set both the Stooges 
and Rhodes. 


Deal on for Dark Chi Spot 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Lou Nathans, operator of the pop 
honky-tonk 606 Club, understood in- 
terested in taking over the dark 
Royale Frolics, which was closed a 
couple of months ago by Dennie 
Cooney. 

Nathans would install a policy 
similar to 606 in the Frolics, if and 
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Jimmy Walker’s Tee-Off as Am Hr. 


8, 1949 
MADISON SQ. GARDEN 


(New York) 





omer , 
‘is the novelty hit of the show, click - | 
MUSIC HALL, N. Y. ing in a revamped edition of his, 
on standard Begone severe 
Paul Haakon, Leda Anchutina,' Ross and LaPierre are satisfying, too. 
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With picture running almost two 
hours this session, the Music Hall has 


| shaved the usual running time on its night the fairly well-filled arena 


seemed over-enthusiastic and the 


larity to its first b.o. test Monday | ao oy: hy ; clea % d Bey 

: in| : -.| Stage presentation. Layout is ef- bit reviving tunes made popular by 

Se eet eaten a heavily ‘a fave eam an Lead anes yo oe Saree. eta it aN het fog t's = helps out in ‘St. a cog Ay E to i 
i , y ti ‘on | marily on the dance side, getting Louis Blues >, orm. 

rice in 1926. He took the stage of | of ‘the pond y has ‘been. ‘getting | Under way with a rather lengthy | Billy Wells andthe now Fays ince. Number of whistlers were tog 

, ; : A : -a- ballet and winding up with a rhumba open show in fast-moving acro- — , , ‘ 
aeons ee S. Bhd +g A ar paige Hagges ont int pn Ay od production. Sandwiched in between | eccentric dance turn, spotting three a ae Teek outa can par 
ef oe ' ding on the square were ‘is the M. H.’s only concession to gals in some tough tumbling rou- | ce Revue’ 


which is more effectivel tined 
and stars Sonja Henie, so the ‘Bue 
pean’ outfit rates second at best, 
'Appearance of Edwina Blades, 
South African girl; Pamela Prior 
London soloist, and Audrey Peppe 
New York Olympic entrant, who 
makes her debut as a pro, provide 
‘new faces, but do not approach the 


which he handles the reins. 


Show is a two-way stretch for 
Loew’s, for not only did it serve to 
give the house one of its best Mon- 
day nights in weeks, but it is spon- 
sored on the circuit’s radio outlet, 
WHN, by Princess Pat cosmetics. 

Preem was a distinguished affair. 
First, it marked the debut of the ex- 
mayor on any stage as a paid per- 
former. Second, it was well-patron- 


the evident patience and perspiration fines. several Comedy anocialties cad 
a boisterous ‘boxing bout’ between 


girl and boy. 


‘GOLDEN GATE, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Feb. 23. | : : . 
Donald Novis, Three Martells & °!ass of Miss Henie. 


| vaude on its boards this session, the 
ithat have gone into at least three Oxford Boys, a trio, doing band imi- 
| production numbers by the unit. ' tations vocally. 

—- is the peotiger Mes — | Teeing off a presentation, even at 
blac face alter-ego, : an ” _s. Radio City, with a ballet, is a unique 
ball’ Whittier, ot a hy hich departure, but in this case doesn’t 
spangled peanut wagon from which | oem to be half so slow or question- 
Lewis dispenses goobers to the audi- | able as might be imagined. That's 
ence. Backing this up are the ne? due principally to its popularization | 
| Sisters (3) and the Radio Aces (3) Via story woven into the terping by _| 0 . | The Misses Prior and Blades 
harmonizing ‘Peanuts’ while the Florence Rogge, associate producer Mignon, Eunice Stanton & Julia Cur- vith Armand Perren. Angel Tee, 
ized by the Broadway bunch, quite femme member of The Hackers, 5+ the M. H. Execution, too, by Paul | tis, Gene Gory & Roberta, The Four | cig “and Rona Thastt a Wayne, 
a few of whom served as judges— dance team, rhumbas. .._|Haakon, Leda Anchutina, Nicholas' Bedfords, House Line, Jay Brower’s Stewart and Fritz Dietl. compres 
comprising a ‘blue ribbon jury,’ as Whittier, of course, does the in-| naks and Louise Fornaca, assisted Band (13); ‘Swiss Family Robinson’ octet that was the pine Bn sg an 
Walker termed it. They included evitable “When My Baby Smiles,’ etc.. | by the corps, is excellent. | (RKO). the crowd in the second mowed — 
-Billy Rose, Vinton Freedley, R. H. with Lewis, and Betty Jane Smith, al Story is a sort of Pierrette-Pierrot , ais hn 2 Moritz, whit = 
‘Burnside, Harry Brandt, Fred War-'comely tyke of a  tapper, runs affair, Haakon is the simple, but; The Golden Gate’s 18th anniver- haells are from Manchester r 
ing, Nick Kenny, Hy Gardner, Dinty through a short routine. She also sincere, clown in love with actress! sary bill is slightly above average, |jand, Dietl, announced as the high. 








Doyle. Emmett Walsh (of Kenyon & makes an appearance for a nice toe- Anchutina. Daks. as the villain Har-' with two ace acts on stage, Donald jight performer of the show, i 
Eckhardt ad agency) and Dixie session later. Dennis gals, blonde and | jequin, plants a piece of Miss Anchu- | Novis, who sang well in spite of @ Vienna. His specialty is silt skate 
‘Tighe. two brunets, sell neatly in ba ng nl _tina’s stolen jewelry on Haakon, his!cold at this show, and the Three jing, which is a distinct novelty 


ner of the Andrews trio. t 
|rangements and _ vivacity outstrip | 
i their voices. 


rival for the lady’s love. He’s found | Martells and Mignon, who deserve— though hardly permits the grace on 
| =, ae an bag oo |and seem F nang to aitagner atten- regulation Steel runners. 

' Anchutina’s maid, and roundly pad- | tion than they have up to now. | Close contender in populari 
see rackers ane es tall cud ‘ure dled by the company. while Haakon | This adagio team, three malcs and the combination eight” are a male 
duo. Male member's tall and um- ang Miss Anchutina go off together.’ a girl looker, moved to the theatre comedy four consisting of the ‘Three 


gainly with a pile of hair, and ac- | x hetony : : | pte, AP : 
counts for most of the giggles they Although the choreography is kept from a night club engagement where | Bruises,’ as they are known. in Eng- 


Working without a script, Walker 
proved himself a smooth ad libber 
and one who recognizes a human 
interest story when it’s standing at a 
mike next to him. Outstanding, how- 
ever, is his ability to take with a 
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his own hot band. Either the coin 
wasn't there or the heartstrings were 
too strong, for Spanier’s back with 


papa. He still has his band, though, | 
formed by six members of Lewis’ | 


stop the girls’ 


the drummer, 
back. Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ is the finale. 
For. 





busy scratching her, their entr 
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gabbing and meets! parody of ‘Wait Till the 5 ines 
frustration in the form of delays by | Nellie” i e Sun Shines. 


is particularly effective, and 

ance alone is good for an 

assortment of bellylaughs. 
Personable Paul Duke (New Acts) 


i nicely costumed, 


humor, does well with tennis balls 
and Indian clubs, while Anita Jakobi 
does all sorts of handsprings while 


tapping. The 12-girl line has several | 


attractive routnes, well done. and is 
Kany. 


| 





. iegal’s 
ning a comeback under Al Siega 


arrangements and direction. oer 
Brother Frank Lynch Is no ee 

with the act, being associated wi 

a Dixie radio station. 










dose of humor his political mis- surprisingly simple, and fittingly so, they proved a tremendous success in| land, and Buster Grace. Trio i 
adventures of the past.” set him in 8¢t, with the a a sy oo ‘for a pop 6,000-seater like the M. H..' spite of having been together only a | Jeoffery Stevens, Sidney Spalding 
solid with the audiences from the Wat. It's rat ter Slow and mid tor | production as a whole is beautifully | few weeks. Three huskies and the and Monty Scott. Their ‘Four Glam- 
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Walker made an introductory ex- gations are vaudeville memories, he| guitar and hands cupped over their |22Y Brower's house band and the! European show is under the dir by 
planation of his presence that Will be out there topping bills, for he | mouths. Judicious wee of the mike Mouse, line in a patriotic number tion of Arthur M, Wirtz, Chicagoan sy 
sounded a wee bit like an apology \nows his vaudeville and the psy- ee ed bs : rs Pn €| hinged on ‘God Bless America’ and | who has several ice revues pe ey pl 
explaining this was his attempt to| chology of an audience’ That was  o ng oo se Ea ly = with | Washington's Birthday. The band! ing that of Miss Henie. He ‘op- us 
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cnt Gadienad eek Pe <a. nd coe en | Phil Spitalny’s ‘Hour of Charm,’| Introduction to the finale takes on | Selecting ‘Flight of Bumblebee’ and| Benny Goodman Orch (17) with in 
resulted i —" | with all-girl band, Maxine, Choir,|a tinge of embarrassment for the, Little Love, Little Kiss’ for Helen Forrest; Lorraine & Rognan, w 
“heme a Teoria. the tee-| Three Little Words, Evelyn, June | audience at the start, but gets off all, Straight solos. The callback was Gloria Day; ‘Shop Around the Cor- i 
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the fine! comolete stage and screen Playing here as the ‘Show of the| for a bit of brow-tilting, until it is| Pipes, then set about proving they | Goodman got his start, and here be be 
ae Shia re Bes Bs ae cot Month,’ at slightly raised prices, the revealed that the activity on the! were still very usable with ‘South | remains a solid boxoffice attraction, he 
time. in fact. that Ted Lewis ever | Spitalny unit is worthy of the tag. | Mattress is caused by a rhumba/ American Way.’ I Says to Myself with the house going into additional 4 Pf 
found himself the second half of a. Spitainy has a hard-working, well- soe yd (Robert Regent) having aj Says I and ‘All Things You uy SS ee The oes ¥ ry mene fe 
bei schooled “organization loaded ‘with| aagthet wiomentary. ipeatente of Ee 
| talent. He presents a fine singer in! toner and Barrat in a rhumba rou- | pin of the swing field, with his ag- o 
STATE. N. Y | Maxine, who projects much person- tine and some red-swathed hip- | COLONIAL, DAYTON | gregation’s maase most closely ap- bed 
’ ° . ality in voice, poise and pulchritude, | swinging by Hilda Eckler. | proximating the classical in modern- se 
being featured with the choir in Bed, teacher and il Il a| day temp ar 
, : , |Shubert's ‘Ave Maria.’ — Another | from ike an ‘. how ety lamer | Dayton, Feb. 24. | ‘Ther ies uestion that Goodman 
Hackers, Moric Hole, cog Mocking | Maxine solo would be preferable to/ ance of ‘the line 7. | Dave Apollon Revue with Beverly: nay made something intriguing and 
cers, lis, nis Sister: sithe : . s ; : : ; as : : : 
Rett Sens Smith, + Alle it ‘Snowball® ay lh bea dee against a backdrop of nightmarish preg Te ange Aaictagt: Pi e aci worthwhile out of the swing and jam 
Whites Staats Baenier Bans satay ty Re getctae: : ap- heads. Gals’ routine is Latinized as a 2 , ' ' sessions. It’s provocative stuff musi- 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Tucker Orch (15), with 

Se eaeil, Charlie Rand, Kerwin 
An merville; Ben Yost’s New York- 
Som (12), Nick Long, Jr., Sibyl 
Sowan Lowe, Hite & Stanley; ‘Dr. 
Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet, reviewed in 


VARIETY Feb. 7. 


the highly exploited ‘Dr. 

eich’ film as a potent b.o. lure, the 
Strand needs little in the way of 
stage fare this booking. How- 

the comparatively nameless 50- 

ute supporting layout, while not 

in a show-stopping groove, is enter- 


taining enough. 
Fresh 








from a a ene + 
’s, Tuckahoe, N. Y., where i 
aig the air frequently, the 


Tommy Tucker band (Band Re- 
views) forms the foundation for the 
yarious turns. An unusual instru- 

tal combination, it impresses 
very favorably with smooth, sweet 
and semi-sweet style. 

Amy Arnell, outfit’s femme vocal- 
ist, gets two spots, first handling the 
oldie, ‘Ma He’s Making Eyes,’ neatly, 
but her second, ‘Stormy Weather,’ 
isn't her style, hence n.s.g. Too, it’s 
entirely too long. Kerwin Sommer- 
ville, sax player, is listed as the one 
who whip up ‘Man Who Comes 
Around’ with Tucker. He sings the 
novelty with band chorus back- 

und, then goes into what amounts 
ents sequel, ‘Let Him Live, Oh I Say 
Let Him Live.’ It provides a few 
solid giggles. Sommerville’s handling 
of both is okay. Charlie Rand 
exhibits a fine voice near*the close in 
a semi-production bit built around 
4ndian Summer.’ He's helped through 
by another band chorus background 
the Ben Yost singers, whole 
thing resembling a Fred Waring lay- 


Yost group, six boys and six girls, 
ride the bandstand with Tucker’s 
outfit all the way. They’re first on 
following a band set and go over 
easily with a medley of Rodgers and 
Hart tunes from ‘Babes in Arms,’ in- 
cluding the title song, ‘Where or 
When, ‘Good Morning’ and ‘God's 
Country.’ A baritone then steps out 
for a whack at ‘Ol’ Man River,’ a 
well done bit. 

Nick Long, Jr., is on and off 
quickly with two interesting tap rou- 
tines that managed little more than 

lite response when caught next to 
fast show opening day (Friday). 
First was done to ‘Prelude in C 
Sharp Minor’ and, though announced 
by Long as a swing heel and toe toa 
symphonic tune, came out as a ‘sym- 
phonic tap.’ For his second try Long 
uses the tune ‘Nola,’ tapping out each 
note, a difficult feat but one he man- 
ages with an intricate routine. 

There hasn’t been any change in 
Sibyl Bowan’s turn, and as a result 
of knowing just what to expect, it’s a 
bit wearying. However, she culls her 
quota of laughs with imitations of a 
Swedish nightingale, a Cockney bath- 
ing beauty winner—the best here—a 
worn-out ex-star of films looking for 
a job, and the inevitable Mrs. F. D. R. 
Though her film star bit is a nice 

lece of tongue-in-cheek make- 

ieving, so many stories, etc., have 
been written about such people that 
her next line is almost always ap- 
parent. 

Lowe, Hite and Stanley kick up a 
few laughs with a turn based on the 
comical aspect of an eight-foot giant, 
an average-sized man and a midget 
working together. It’s a knockabout 
series of stunts accenting the giant’s 
and the midget’s comparative sizes. 

Wood. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Feb. 24. 
Cross & Dunn, Jane Pickens, Artie 


Lewis & Peggy Ames, Leon & Mace, 
Melva Sisters. 





Current bill offering a quintet of 
standard acts headlined by Cross and 
+ Is passably entertaining, but 
ails to deliver any telling punches. 
Toceedings are bogged down con- 
siderably by lack of a competent 
m.¢c., and a house band which when 
trade ng sour notes, lives up to 

n, ‘i ou n’ 
play low’ y can’t play good, 

- g00d dancer, Gary Leon is out 
of place in the introductionaire slot, 
sounding apologetic in playing ‘em 
n, and going overboard on the ‘let’s 
“ the little girl a big hand’ theme. 
t rst to receive this baptism are 

Melva Sisters, who billed under 
pond Subtitle of ‘Rhythm is our Busi- 
initia failed to live up to it in their 
pres workout. However, they 

red solidly with the audience on 
elr return trip. 
Ma On introduces his partner, Tut 
mee and together they dish out a 
hooth =acrobatic dance routine. 
ace does a single turn that 
her as a talented terp artist. 
Pick gracious personality, Jane 
and €ns errs in her song selections, 
was nearly blown off the apron 

Y 4 brassy accomp when caught. 

pen | Swinging ‘Do I Love You, 
+ * nemten detracts from impres- 
‘G er entrance creates. Next, 
cheesy Makes Violin Play,’ is well 

ag and gets a good response. 
ae tosses off a corny burlesque of 
thee Pera singer Spouting at a sum- 
ss concert, while going through a 
quito-slapping routine. Leaves 
tak pustomers wondering how to 
e€ her, Reversing her form again, 
© clicks with a medley of southern 


Stamps 


songs and winds it up with a tune 
from ‘Show Boat’, 

Lewis and Ames follow her, and 
considering the dated material they 
use, were well received. Old-vintage 
type of comics milk audience dry. 

Crees and Dunn are surefire, and 
brought down the house with timely 
lyrics on the theme, ‘lets stick to our 
whittlin—we'’ve got plenty to do 
without becoming involved in the 
European setup.’ Ditto with a mu- 
sical flashback to the old minstrel 
days, with neat plugs for the old- 
timers. 

Biz heavy. Les. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Feb. 23. 
N. T. G’s ‘Fairest of the Fair’ Unit, 





Bigtime Crip, Earl, Jack & Betty, 
(Rep). 





Though previous appearances of 
the N.T.G. revue at this house indi- 
cated training on Fair midways and 
in night clubs, present revue has 
been geared more than usual ‘for 
family audiences ¥ Granlund, and 
scored heavily at show caught. Pit 
orch has been moved to stage and 
plays acts well from nicely lighted 
and hung setting. 


As usual, Granlund opens show by 
coming out into audience to get ac- 
quainted, passing out noisemakers 
and shaking hands, a gesture loved 
by denizens of the corn belt. Has 
line of eight showgirls which deco- 
rates stage in cabaret style through 
bill, and parades in fur coats later as 
style show is presented through tie- 
up with local fur company. 


Comedy of Diamond Bros. is spark 
which keeps show moving. Opening 
in deuce spot with their songs, 
dances and knockabout comedy, they 
reappear with almost every act on 
the bill to add more giggles. Big- 
time Crip, colored hoofer, does re- 
markable taps with his only leg, 
winning nice hand. Sylvia McKaye 
appears briefly in fan dance, which 
is not so revealing, but okay for 
added feminine touch in revue. 

Jackie Heller is heaviest mitt win- 
ner with his high tenoring of several 
pops, including ‘Rancho Grande,’ 
‘My Prayer’ and ‘Beer Barrel.’ For 
encore, he medleys ‘Balalaika,’ 
‘Careless’ and ‘Ciri Biri Bin.’ Eddie, 
Jack and Betty close with skating 
turn, doing a few stunts of their 
own, and then twirling members of 
audience who come on stage for 
merry-go-round. 

Two unbilled girls perform in solo 
spots, one doing drum majoret tap 
routine near opening, and another 
singing a Russian song down in bill. 

House well filled at third show 
Friday (23). Kiley. 


FAY’S, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 


Edith Rogers Dahl, Maxine De 
Shon, Freddie Lightner & Roscella, 
The Huberts (2), Bryant, Rains & 
Young, Royals (2),Line (16), Harry 
Cohn’s orch (12); ‘Mexican Spitfire’ 
(RKO). 








Edith Rogers Dahl, the blonde 
whose face and figure, showing re- 
vealingly in a picture she sent to 
General Franco, are believed to have 
canceled her husband’s date with 
Spain’s insurgent firing squad, is the 
big attraction at Fay’s this week. 
Despite the fact that her act con- 
sists solely of a short and corny 
violin solo and a couple of minutes 
of gab about her experiences in 
Spain, she’s drawing the customers 
to this West Philly vaudfilmer. 

Timed with her opening on Wash- 
ington’s Birthday was announcement 
by the State Department in Washing- 
ton that her husband, Harold 
(Whitey) Dahl, had been freed and 
was on his way back to the States. 

Miss Dahl is in the deuce spot fol- 
lowing the neat skating act of the 
Royal duo. The pair come on with 
a swift routine and keep up the 
pace throughout, though hampered 
by the small stage. Miss Dahl’s bit, 
as inadequate as it is, is made even 
worse by the inane questioning by 
Freddie Lightner, comic who 
doubles as m.c. 

The Huberts, Frank and Jean, are 
socko with their drunk routine. The 
team is excellent in its pantomime 
and well received. Surprise comes 
at the end when the smaller member 
of the duo takes off a high hat and 
reveals she’s a femm:. 

Bryant, Rains and Young, two gals 
and a man, are in the fourth spot 
with a dance that could very well 
be forgotten. It's a waltz that slows 
the show to a crawl. Maxine 
De Shon fills the strip spot that’s 
become a ritual here. Dressed in a 
revealing black gown, she talk-sings 
a ditty tagged ‘Little Man You've 
Had a Busy Day—Now You're Gonna 
Have a Busy Night.’ It might go in 
a burley house, but it’s too far on 
the indigo side for a family house 
such as this. She then does the 
usual quick peel to the limit the law 
allows here (blue light and G-string). 

Lightner returns with his female 
stoove, Roscella, for a round of 
crossfire chatter. Their best bits are 
burlesque of strip-teasers. The line 
and the dance trio (Bryant, Rains 
and Young) finale with a_ bolero. 





Biz at last show Thursday was 
excellent. Shal. 


with Diamond Bros., Sylvia McKaye, | 
Jackie Heller; ‘Village Barn Dance’, 





} 





PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 
Arturo Godoy & Wife, Frank 
Evers & Dolores, Danny Beck, 
Claude Sweeten Orch, Fanchoneties; 
‘Seventeen’ (Par). 








Arturo Godoy, the Chilean fighter 
who not only stayed 15 rounds with 
Champion Joe Louis at Madison 
Square in New York recently, but 
led many of his admirers to contend 
he should have been awarded the de- 
cision, made his American debut as a 
ballroom dancer at the Paramount 
theatre today. Godoy (New Acts) 
with his good-looking wife essay a 
couple of South American dances, 
and demonstrate couple’s ability to 
please pay-customers, if only because 
of the novelty of their turn. In ad- 
dition to his dancing, Godoy clowns 
during screening of four rounds of 
the recent fight. 

Claude Sweeten band, popular on 
the Coast for number of years, and 
presently featured over the air, is 
making its first appearance at the 


‘Paramount and doing okay. Band is 


garbed in semi-evening wear, a re- 
freshing change from some of the 
Swing outfits that have been pulling 
customers into the house recently. 


Sweeten has 12 able musicians and 
gets everything possible out of the 
players. Opening number is the 
‘Gaucho Serenade’ and is followed by 
a swing version of ‘Yes, We Have No 
Bananas.’ Arvin Dale, of the combo, 
vocalizes and displays excellent 
pipes. Outfit in second selection bears 
heavily to brass, but registers 
throughout. 

Frank Evers and Dolores are adept 
and graceful performers on the tight 
wire. Gal’s toeslide and her dancing 
in bare feet on the taut cord score 
heavily. 

Danny Beck clowns with hoke rou- 
tine and then goes into. his trap 
drumming, a la Jack Powell, in which 
he not only uses the drums and traps 
but a chair, the stage and even a 
portion of the proscenium. He scores 
decisively. 

House Fanchonettes have a couple 
of routines, first a stair-stepping 
number and later a colorful South 
American rhumba dance. Show is 
diversified and first matinee audience 
seemingly enjoyed it to the — 

wa. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 24. 
House Line, Danny Drayson, Caro- 
lyn Marsh, Raymond Baird, Calgary 
Bros., Johnny Burke; ‘Little Old New 
York’ (20th). 








Faced with numerically the light- 
est five-act bill of the season, four 
singles and a double, house produc- 
tionist Harry Anger this week is 
working house line into every cranny 
of show with a resulting appearance 
of bulk that is amazing. Neatest 
trick is holding the full line down to 
two regular routines, opening and 
closing, and using them in smaller 
groups for five different one-minute 
presentations to launch successive 
acts. 


Gals in brief Chinese pajamas hoof 
to start setup, line’s own vocal trio 
doing nice job of ‘Confucius Say’ and 
then falling back with others for 
smart, characteristic jitterbugging. 
Four femmes get off and return tug- 
ging ricksha bearing Danny Drayson 
in long brocade mandarin coat. 
Doffing coat, chap steps out in tux 
and tophat and goes into eccentric 
rhythm tap for good hand. Travelers 
open again for flash of eight gals do- 
ing rhumba in pink satin Cuban 
skirts, Carolyn Marsh _ slipping 
through them in striking black gown 
and taking center mike. Gal’s 
throaty pipes achieve novel effects, 
which some liked and some didn’t at 
show caught, but power and smart 
selling got ‘South American Way,’ 
‘All Things You Are’ and hot ar- 
rangement of ‘South of Border’ across 
for neat applause. 


Two gals in trick bellhop costumes , 


bounce out to introduce Raymond 
Baird, who makes ’em sit up and take 
notice with his saxophoning of 
‘Carioca.’ Customers like kid’s per- 
sonality, particularly his explaining 
that clarinet-looking horn is ‘really 
a saxophone no matter what it looks 
like,’ (soprano sax) and when gal 
brings him regular sax to play both 
at once in ‘Ida’ and ‘Darktown Strut- 
ter’s Ball,’ he rates biggest applause 
of show. 


Then a hotel lobby set, with four 
gals as clerks and belihops and Cal- 
gary Bros, walking in as tramp guests. 
Dope pantomimists get giggle on en- 
trance and build it steadily by sit- 
ting on chairs that aren’t there, pull- 
ing off each other's shirts along with 
their gloves, drunk business, bits of 
juggling and sock slow-motion brawl, 
with even strawhat falling to floor 
in tempo. Nut solo ‘Shadow Waltz,’ 
only voice bit in act, with partner 
swinging punching bag _ halfway 
across stage, makes riotous windup. 

Travelers part again on benches in 
park, six dames lolling as sailors and 
soldiers, paving entrance for Johnny 
Burke, who appears in sloppy dough- 
boy getup and spiels off his surefire 
service puns, which most of local 
customers now know by heart but 
apparently get as big a kick out of as 
ever, Reversing the usual process, 
Drayson arrives dressed as mailman 


with dope letter for Burke, which 
leads into the line’s finale, gals in 
letter-carrier garb waving envelopes 
and hoofing through snappy precision 
tap to end doings colorfully. 


Biz okay, Craig. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 
Capt. John W. Tiebor’s Seals (2), 
Six Honeys, Gil Lamb (2), Sue Ryan 
(2), Dead End Kids and Sam 
(Schleppermann) Hearn (5); ‘Re- 
member the Night’? (Par). 








} 
| 





This is straight vaudeville without 
an m.c. and with the house orchestra 
in the pit. As such, it almost merits 
the classification of novelty. Indi- 
vidually, the five acts stack up as 
plenty good enough, but in the 
show’s playing—in its composite— 
the entertainment seems sans class 
_and it isn’t sufficiently impressive to 
evoke that large measure of audience 
enthusiasm conducive to the cus- 
tomers’ word-of-mouth boosting that 
oils the turnstiles. 

It all resolves itself into the fact 
that, after a succession of stage 
| bands, the layout sizes up as too 
_tame. There’s missing the essential 
flash and zip usually provided when 
a name stage band and m.c. domi- 
nate the proceedings. The Dead End 
Kids figure as name headliners, but 
in this particular town they ‘appar- 
ently aren’t enough of a boxoffice 
draw, and their act, while it passes 
muster, lacks outstanding quality. 

_ Acts are introduced thr-ugh pub- 
lic. address system from backstage. 
Capt. John W. Tiebor’s three seals 
start the show slowly, but pleasantly, 
juggling, hulaing, etc. Best of their 
feats has one on his back balancing 
another. 

The Honey Family, three girls and 
three boys, work fast and effectively. 
Their dancing, tumbling, somer- 
saults, handsprings and cartwheels 
reap constant applause. Two pass 
each other somersaulting in midair 
to land on the shoulders of other 
members of the troupe as the piece 
de resistance. 

Clowning, mugging, eccentric 
dancing and some hot harmonica 
playng put over Gil Lamb nicely. 
Tommy Sanford, who also blows 
a mean harmonica, assists. Sue 
Ryan, singing comedienne, with her 
own piano accompanist, also con- 
tributes merriment. She scores with 
a burlesque of various night club 
singers, a travesty of an opera singer 
and a rendition of ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band,’ as originally sung in 
1911 and how it’s swung today. Her 
version of ‘Oh Johnny’ also lands in 
the applause column. 

The four Dead Enders are their 
film selves in a brief skit about army 
recruiting, which contains a number 
of gag lines good for laughs. Sam 
Hearn is Schleppermann, the re- 
cruiting officer, who puts. the 

toughies through the paces. Later 
| he takes a whir] at the violin. The 
| act’s finish, a burlesque of an old- 
time meller, contains some mildly 
funny business, but is not at all 
socko., 

With a near blizzard raging out- 
side, and the mercury flirting with 
zero, a slim house saw the opening 





| matinee Friday (23). Rees. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





It looks like the newsreels are 
veering back to the silents. On the 
| show here many of the clips were 
| shot silently and given life by-nar- 
| ration, removing from the photo- 
| graphed material and the personali- 

ties the punch that recording on the 
ground would no doubt have pro- 
vided. 

Maybe it’s lack of enterprise or 
economy, but why have newsreels of 
the President, Sumner Welles, Myron 

|C. Taylor, the King and Queen of 
| England, Lord Lothian and other 
notables if you can’t hear what 
they’ve got to say? Even an occa- 
sional howl of a dog or something 
else at the dog show would have 
added something. Instead it’s all 
| by narration from offscreen voices. 
| And unjustifiably long. 








| 


| This week’s show is none too ex- 
citing anyway, among other things | 


| including material that has no ex- 
| cuse for being called news. That 
| which falls in the latter category, 
staled by being late in most in- 
| stances, isn’t so hot, either. One, 
; for instance, came from Metro's 
| News of the Day and photos Swedish 
| planes, with commentary that Swe- 
| den’s air force prepares as it debates 
| aid to Finland, when actually Sweden 
a already vetoed aid to its neigh- 
, bor. 
| Fashion stuff, a Chicago ice show, 
,an outboard motor race which 
; doesn’t show a finish, a culinary art 
‘exhibit, undersea stuff at Marine- 
land, Fla., Florida gals, as judges, 
| picking a Miami Beach lifeguard as 
' beauty contest winnah, Australian 
|army clips, a Dutch _ ice-breaker, 
leap-year marriages in Chicago (a 
little funny), swimming fins as an aid 
to speed in the water, and other mis- 
cellaneous material clutter up the 
| show. 

Two personalities who do talk are 
John Hamilton and Richard Casey, 
| first Australian minister to the U. S. 
| Lew Lehr also spouts, but he’s low 
| on laughs this time, using a clip of 

the barefoot polka in Florida and 

another of a hobbyhorse race. 
Char. 





ie 


— — 
STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 
Art Kassel Orch (12) with Marion 
Holmes, Luis Alberni, Ballentine, 
Four Mills Bros.; ‘Amazing Mr. Wil- 
liams’ (Col). 








State-Lake has a great opportunity 
for business these days, due to the 
fact that its former 40c top rival, the 
Oriental, is out of the running due 
to its ‘Gone With the Wind’ book- 
ing. It has a great chance to build 
a solid and real following; but it 
cannot be done with such a show as 
currently on the boards. 

Headlining is the Art Kassel or- 
chestra which is popular enough 
in this town, having been around 
for years in the Bismarck hotel. 
Kassel’s orchestra makes fine music, 
in a soft way, in a dining room. 
But he hasn’t got a routine suf- 
ficiently colorful for a _ stage of- 
fering. He certainly must revise 
the routine that he was presenting 
when caught. It was slow, draggy 
and much too ant. Even such an 
item as ‘One O’Clock Stomp’ sounded 
namby-pamby and _ meaningless. 
There is no reason for this. Kassel 
has been around a long time now 
and should be able to adapt himself 
to his surroundings. Marion Holmes 
is the vocalist and warbles in the 
lispy and soft-voiced way that is the 
Kassel style. Miss Holmes, by the 
way, is the only woman on the en- 
tire bill. 

Luis Alberni (New Acts) came on 
from the Coast for a personal. He 
evidently went to some trouble. to 
get an act written for himself; but 
unfortunately it still isn’t an act.. 

_There is a good idea in Ballen- 
tine’s burlesquing of magicians and 
sleight -of-hand artists, but the turn 
needs a bit more doctoring and 
ge to bring out its solid qual- 
ities. 

Bright spots on the show are the 
Mills Bros., who are genuinely pro- 
fessional. They have a real act and 
go right to work. Trick vocalizing 
was accepted with thanks by this 
audience, which hadn’t gotten much 
up to this time. Sang four songs 
and had to beg away. They’re still 
guaranteed clicks on ahy variety 
stage. 

Business excellent supper 
Friday (23). G 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Lenny Hayton’s Orch (13) with 
Linda Keene, The Debonairs (6), 
Janet May (2), Henry Armetta (2), 
Cass Daley; shorts and newsreels. 


sho 
old. 








This week it’s like the baseball 
Dodgers winding up in the first di- 
vision. Or beating the Giants. All 
cheers, no jeers. 

The pantywaists who frequent this 
theatre are unusually lefthanded 
brainbusters, a factor that’s caused 
the Brandts no end of embarrass- 
ment for some time. A week ago, it 
was particularly bad. But like this 
locale’s pride and joy, the Dodgers, 
who last season finally managed to 
edge into the first division in ad- 
dition to consistently shellacking the 
Giants, the seemingly impossible is 
achieved. At least for this week. 
Better policing may be a factor. 

The stage show throws strikes 
pretty much from the first batter 
until the last man is out, with Cass 
Daley overshadowing in perform- 
ance, the rest of the layout. Miss 
Daley, who played the house less 
than a year ago, is back with an 
entirely new repertoire of songs, all 
contributed in a mugging comedy 
manner of which this audience 
couldn’t get enough. Possessing a 
voice geared niftily to her shouting 
style, her best number is a medley of 
pop songs with original lyrics de- 
signed to show the tribulations of a 
gal who forms the third link in the 
‘eternal triangle.’ 

Henry Armetta, on the basis of a 
sketch which he does with an un- 
billed woman, is we doing a 
personal, so frequently the fault of 
Hollywood people bent on gleaning 
a few kopecks in theatres on the 
strength of their names. However, 
|this family-time house greets his 
mediocre offering, of wife and hus- 
band meeting after a long separation 
with respectful tribute. His sincerely 
rendered ‘thank you’ speech when 
they call him back clinches the 
plaudits. It must be said, however, 
that his regular foil fell ill day be- 
fore opening and he’s working with 
a hastily rehearsed substitute. 

The Debonairs, male sextet, are 
crack hoofers, making three appear- 
ances, and in each doing a different 
turn. They show first, in tophat and 
tails, for a precision tap; return im- 
mediatel for a ‘Machine Age’ 
novelty dance that’s good for comedy 
'and shows considerable thought. A 
| later appearance, in which they do a 
| travesty on radio’s ‘Gangbusters,’ is 
another click. 

Janet May, aerialist, features one- 
| handed swings on the rings for nifty 

results, showing a continental flavor 

to her work. Lenny Hayton’s 13- 

piece orchestra, playing the show in 

addition to having a couple of spots 
|on its own, with the maestro at the 
| piano, accompanies the specialists 
| particularly well. There are also a 
|couple of nicely done arrangements 
| that the band does on its own. 
Hayton handles the introductions 
‘modestly and with dispatch, takes a 
| few breaks at the piano and wisely 
(Continued on page 41) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (March 1): 
THIS WEEK (February 23) 


Numerals in eonnection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (29) 
Richard Himber Or 
Dick. Don & Dinah 

1 Norman 
foun Gallus 
stelle & Le Roy 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (1) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Randall Sis 
Jack Durant 
Romano Bros 
Harris, Claire & $8 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (28) 
Glenn Miller Orc 
Andrews Sis 
Frank & J Hubert 
CKDAR RAPIDS 
Paramouat (5-7) 
Benny Goodman Or 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (1) 
Galli Galli 
Ada Brown 
Christiana Tr 
Alexander & Santos 








(3 only) 


Capitol (1-4) 
Benny Goodman Or 
MIAMI 
Olympia (29-3) 
Dorothy Lamour 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (1) 
Horace Heidt Ore 
ROCHESTER 
Chateau (1 enly) 
Dead End Kids 





Vi 


DICK, DON AND DINAH 
JOHN GALLUS 


LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 
WEEK MARCH 1ST | 


A 





























MARK J. LEDDY 
— 
BOSTON (23) 
Keith (29-3) Paul Whiteman Ore 
Hudson Wonders Modernaires 
& J McKenna Joan Edwards 
4 Squires Boy Singer 


Cully Richards 
Saul Grauman 
(23) 

Phil Spitalny Ore 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (1) 

Paul Whiteman Orc 

(23) 

Eddie Duchin Ore 

Ray & Trent 

R & B Ambrose 

Roy Davis 
CLEVBLAND 
Palace (1) 

Eddie Duchin Ore 

Ray & Trent 





Don Cummings 
R & B Ambrose 


DAYTON 
Colonial (1) 
Shep Fields Orc 
Roy Davis 
Emmet Oldfield Co 
3 Dancing Debs 
: (23) 
Dave Apolion Rev 
Beverly Roberts 
Albans 
Gil & Bernice Mason 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (1-3) 
Titan 3 
Ross & LaPie-re 
Ches Fredericks Co 
Harry Stevens 
Lavernes 





_ 


Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (1) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 

Ben Yost Co 
Sybil Bowan 
Lowe, Hite & Stan 
Nick Long Jr 


ERIE 
Celumbia (26-28) 
Benny Davis Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (1) 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Wally Vernon 
Morton Downey 
4 Collegians 
(23) 
Jimmy Fidler 
Olympe Bradna 


Michael Whelan 
Edith Fellows 
Helen Mack 
Mary Healy 
Lynn Hayes 
WASHINGTON ° 

Farle (1) 
Prof Quiz 
Jane Froman 
Hartmans 
Jerry Cooper 
Gae Foster Gis 
Letrees 

(22-29) 

Gae Foster Gis 
Raymond Baird 
Calgary Bros 
Danny Drayson 
Carolyn Marsh 
Johnny Burke 














Independent 


John Steel 


}+ Maxine Sullivan 


Fay’s (29) 


Vanderbilts 
Radio Ramblers 


DeVal, Merle & Dee 
Faith Bacon 
Red Donahue & Uno Don Rice 


Lonergan Gle 
SCRANTON 
Capitel (29-2) 
George Hall Oro 
Vilma & B Ebsen 
Belett & Eng Bros 








Cabaret Bills 








Barney Gailant’s 


Ann Palmer 
Irene Barclay 
Nellie Paley 
Carter & Bowle 


Beachcember 


Bobby Parks Orc 
Stefani Ore 

Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Orc 
Angelo’s Rh'mba Bd 
Grace & Ch Herbert 
Dorothy Blaine 
Ann Sutherland 
Billy Cascade 
Loretta Lane 
Freda Sullivan 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
Will Oakland 
Charles Strickland 
Rudy Madison 
Ethel Gilbert 
Billy Lorraine 
Gus Wicke 

Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Stephen Isles 
Bernie Grauer 
Wally Eames 
Ben Bernard 
Bob Walsh 


Brown Derby 
Henry Fink 


Nellie Durkin 
Eddie Furman 
Al. Tucker 
Ragtime Smitty 
Mabel Russell 
Sylvan Green 
Verna Cook 


Cafe Society 
Joe Sullivan Ors 


Chez Harry 


Harold Oppenheim 
Dagmar Nordstrom 
Club 18 
Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Floria Vestoft 
Frankie Hyers 
Beale St Boys 
Jackie Gleason 
Jimmy Brewster 
G Andrews Ure 
Club Gauche 
Don Miguel Ore 
Marie del Carmen 
Rolande Paucel 
Ramon & Luis 
Tornita & Pepita 
Mona Lisa 
Enrique Vizeaino 
Cotton Club 
Louis Armstrong O 
Alan & Anise 
Bobby Evans 
Stump & Stumpy 


Avis Andrews 
Princess Vanessa 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Noble. Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzl Scheff 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Joe E Howard 
El Chieo 


Hugo Mariani Ore 
Soledad Miralles 
Dorita & Valero 
La Gitanilla 
Maria Lopez 











NEW YORK CITY 
Musie Hall (22) 
Paul Haakon 
Leda Anchutina 
Nicholas Daks 
Loper & Barat 
3 Oxford Buye 
Hilda Eckler 
Earl Lippy 
Louis Fornaca 
Rockettes 
Corps de. Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (1) 
Tiny Town Rev 
Rufe Davis 
Paul Ash Orc 
Century (1-3) 
Hy Jason Orc 
Windsor (29) 
Henry Armetta 
Lennie Hayton Ore 
(‘ass Daly 
Debonairs 
Janette May Co 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 
Jimmy Fidler Co 
State (3-6) 
T.eRoys 
Ross & Page 
Rich’ds-Adrienne Co 
(29-2) 
Flying Whirlos 
LeRoy & Sharp 
4 Warners 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbosh (29) 
John Boles 
Lew Parker Co 
ten Cutler Orc 
Toy & Wing 
Trixie 
CAMDEN 
_ Towers (1) 
Roval 2 


Carter & Holmes 
Bryant, 
Fred Lightner Co 
Lonergan Gls 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (29-3) 
Len Manning & M 
Geo Mayo Co 
Vallee & Doreen 
Abbott & Robey 
Joan, Jean & Jack 


FREEPORT 
Freeport (29-3) 
Marc Ballero 
3 Drews 
4 Fantinos 
Roy, Lee & Dunn 
Smiles & Smiles 


HARTFORD 
State (1-3) 
Ted Lewis Orc 
LANCASTER 
Colonial (2 only) 
Joe Smith Co 
Murray & Raymond 
Jack McBride Co 
6 Marvelettes 
JAMAICA 
Carlton (29-3) 
Little Tough Guys 
Bob Howard 
Shea & Raymond 
Buddy Rogers Orc 
Norma Gallo 
PATERSON 
Majestie (1-4) 
Novak Sis 
Barbara Hamilton 
Radic Rubes 
Jed Dooley Co 
Hwoed Revels 
PH4{LADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 
Liazeed Tr 
Charies Carrer 
Nash & Eva 





Larry Best 


5 Herzoggy 


Rains & Y | 


NEW YORK CITY 


H’tel Belmont-Plazs 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Catherine Conrad 
Bob Russell 

Troy & Lynn 
Hotel Biltmore 
Sleepy Hall Orc 
Carlos Cobian Ore 
Phyllis Jeanne 
Johnny Cook 

Paul Dillon 

Ford Harrison 


Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane Orc 
Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Hetel Kdison 
Blue Barron Orc 
Hotel Essex House 
Dick Stabile Orc 
Hotel Lexington 
Lani McIntire Orch 
Honolulu Maids 
Hetel Lincoln 
Charley Barnet Or 
Alfonso Chavez Orc 
Mary Ann McCall 
Hetel McAlipina 
J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Giovanni 
Harry Stevens 
Hudson Wonders 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Orc 
Ann Kiess 
Mara & Marilynne 
Adams & Cora 
Hetel Park: lane 
Joe Marinaré Orc 


Glenn Miller Orc 
Hotel Plaza 
Henry King Ore 


Ann Francine 
Hotel Roosevelt 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Emile Petti Ore 
Hildegarde 


Hotel St. Morits 


Eddie Varzos Ore 
Juan Makula Ore 
Martha Errolle 
Fawn & Jordan 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 
Chas Baum Ore 
Dorothy Lewis 
B & J Heasley 
Marie de Forest 
Harriette Haddon 
Berniece Stewart 
Lucille La Marr 
Thekla Horn 
Norah Gale 


Motel Roosevelt 


Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Light Brigade 
Charley Drew 

Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Empire Room) 


Frakson 
(Sert Room) 
Mischa Borr Orc 





| Gloria Belmonte 
Famous Voor 
| win Zradleyvy Orc 
Helen Morgan 
52nd St. Tony’s 
Spivy 
Elsie Houston 
Jehn ‘Sebasiian 
Tony Soma 
Greenwich Village 
Casino 
Geo Renard Ore 
Tom Hardy 
Jean Lewis 
Linda March 
Denise 
Molly Pearson 
Wm Brown 
Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito Sanabria Or 
Rosita Rios 
Arturo Cortes 
Estela & Papo 
Cesar Tapia 
MacLovia Ruiz 
Lili Tossa 
Vida Valdez 
Chino & Pedrito 
Hickory House 
Mike Riley Ore 
DeLloyd Mckay 
Hotel Algenguin 
Greta Keller 
John Buckmaster 
Cy Walter 
Bela Berkes, Jr 
Frank Arpasi 
Oscar Schick 
Hotel Ambassador 
(Trianon Koom) 
Ramon Ramos Orc 


D'Angelo & Porter 
Hotel Astor 





Dick K&hn Orc 


Kew Gardens Inn 

| (Kew Gardens, L.I.) 

| Harry Horton Orc 
La Conga 

| Jose Morand Orc 

| Diosa Costello 

Desi Arnaz 

Aida Alvarez 

Elia & Elio 

Florence & Alvarez 

Velero Sis 

Geo Negreti 

Sergio de Karlo 


La Martinique 
Pancho Orc 


Ann Beasley 
Danny Kaye 
Mimi Kellermann 


Larue 
Eddie Davis Orc 
Joseph Smith Ore 


Le Coq Rouge 


Don Marton Orc 
Betty Bryant 
Tisdale 3 

Leon & Ediie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Emil Colono Bd 
Jay C Flippen 
Dorothy Henry 
|! Russell & Farrara 
| Dan Carthe 
Melinda De Maya 
Joan Merrill 
Dana Kent 
Paul & Paulette 
Edwards & Arden 
| Al Seigal 
Men Paris 





| Larry Siry Orc 
| Mary Cohan 
Sigmund Schatz Ore 


Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Eli Spivak 
Sigrid Lassen 


Hotel Pennsylvania 


Maurice & Cordoba 


Frankie Masters Or 


Fausto Curbello Or} 


Nicki Raymond Orc. 


VARIETY 


| Place Elegante 
Srnest Franz Ore 

| Bill Farrell 

! Vincent de Costa 

| Art Tubertini 


Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Yom Barry 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Vv McNaughton 
‘Wynne Ralph 
‘Ruth Wallis 

Rainbew Grill 


Barry Winton Ore 
| Marilynn & Michael 
Rainbow Reom 
Fddie LeBaron Ore 
Morris King Orc 
Dolores Anderson 
Una Wyte 
Bob Neller 
Georgie Tapps 
Russian Kretchma 
Gypsy Rita 
Tania 
Simeon Karavacf 
Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Miche! Michon 
Mischa Usdonov 





j Volodia Katov Ore 


Beverly Wilshire 
George Hamilton Or 


Nelson's Cats 
Jeaquin Garay 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Jimmy Castle 
Madie & Ray 

Lew Hoffman 
Ronald & Roberta 
3 D's 

Alfredo Rhumba Bd 
Dorothy Brandon 


Cafe La Maze 


Annette 
Hal Chanslor Ore 


Club Ball 


Robert Bard 
Tom Howard 


Cocoanut Grove 
Dorothy Stone 
Charles Collins 
John Hendrick 
Guy Lombarde Ore 


Farl Carroll 


Bob Bromley 

Bob Williams 

Red Dust 

Henny Youngman 
Ray Parker 
Porthole 

Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl 
Hubert Castle 
Sterner Sis 

Bill Brady 

Lolita & Ardo 
Jean Tighe 
Edward Aguilar Or 
Manny Strand Orc 


Florentine Garden 
Jack Laughlin’s 
Florentine Follies 
Irving Aaronson Or 


Graee Hayes Lodge 
Charlie Foy 

Eliz Martin 

Joe Friscg 

Sugar Geise 
Sammy Wolf 

Grace Hayes 

Peter Lind Hayes 
Jeffrey Gill 

Johnny Black Ore 
Hawaiian Paradiee 


Princess Luana 
| Bob Nichols Ore 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 

H McCreery Orc 

Yon & Audrey LeM 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Hadicy Gls 
L Keller Ore 
Geraldine Ross 
Joey Reardon 
| Howard Brooks 
| Blackhawk 
| Ozzie Nelson Ore 





Frankie Masters Or | Adrienne 


Sis & Bud Roberts 
Helen Rogers 


Biackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 


Californians Orc 
Jeannette 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Boom) 


Florence Schuman 





| Everett Hoagland 0| Cecile Pittman 


| Hill & Frederick 
| Broadmont 
Lydia Harris 

Dot Carlson Gls 
Herbert Roberts 
Francine 

Jane Moran 
| Herb Rudolphs Ore 

Chez Paree 

Ray Bolger 
| Ethel Shutta 
| Parker & Daniels 
Don Huston 
Ginger Harmon 
| Sunny O’Dea 

Lou Breeze Orc 


Club Alabam 


| Rio & Rita 

Sadie Moore 

Bee Haven 

Bernard & Henrie 
Bernie Adler 

Kiffie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Ore 

| Norothy Dale 

| Edaie Roth Ore 


Club Minuet 


Inez Gambel 
Betty Hill 





Alvira Morton 
Art Fischers Orc 
Del Estes 
Colony Club 
| Carmen Cistella 
Alice Cornett 
| Calli Galli 
| Enrica & Novello 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Colosimos 
Jack Prince 
Gus Van 
June St Claire 
Mi! Harris Chaplin 
Pronaph Gis 
Club Detisa 
| Dorise Bradley 
| Sam Theard 
Marion Abernathy 
Wesley Long 
Chippie Hill 


| 


Stork Club 
Charlie Murray Ore 
Monchito Ore 

Tony Pastor's 
Mario Merin Ore 
Al Green 
Glenda Hope 
Dolly McLean 
Lois Maye 
Pat Rossi 


Vernuilles 
Charles Reader Ore 
Panchito Orc 


Harrison & Fisher 
Marjorie Gainaw’'th 


Village Barn 
Sherry Magee Ore 
Red River Vave 
Phyllis Colt 
Nash & Evans 
Lee Sullivan 
6 Tintypes 
Dell O'Dell 


Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Orc 
Marcella Claire 
Arlene Thompson 
Ringo & Harris 


LOS ANGELES 


It Cafe 
Bobby Mack Ore 

Ina Conga 
Lloyd Pantages 
Kay Kabie Ore 
Phillip Lopez Ore 

Onyx Club 
Ruby Logan 
Garba 
Marie Bryant 
Jonah Jones 
Jackie Williams 
Stuff Smith Ore 
Paris ina 


Morale Sis & Billy 

George & Nanette 

Dominic 

Marg'rite & M'rtinez 

Ken Henryson 

Eric Massey 

Henry Monet 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 

Perino’s Sky Room 

John Kirby’s Orc 

R’by Foo'’s Vendome 

Gordon Henderson O 

Seven Seas 

Danny Kaanna 

Hawk #lhaw 

Mel Peterson 

Lillian Gibson 

Al McIntyre 

E Bush Quartette 
Slapsy Maxie’s 

Eddie Rio & Bros 

Maxie Rosenbloom 

Jerry Brandow 

Moore & Lewis 

Red Stanley Ore 
Somerset House 

Harry Ringland 

Lou Sailee Orc 


Art Tatum 
Kathaline Lamorre 
Topsy’s 
Broomfi'd & Greeley 

Harlem Rev 

M Marcellino Ore 
Victor Hugo 

Pam Caverness 

Jan Garber.Ore 
Wilshire Bowl 

Don & Beverly 

Phil Harris Ore 





Ruth Robins 


CHICAGO 


6 Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Willfe 
Charles Isom 
Partelle Gls 
Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Orc 
(Peacock Km) 
Joe Vera 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


ote 

(Beach Walk) 
Ted Weems Orc 
Marvel Maxwell 
Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Red Ingle 
Enrico & Novello 
Doreen Gls 
Harriet Smith Gls 
Herb Foote 


885 Club 


Paul Rossini 
Frances McCoy 
Jeanne Blanche 
Nino Rinalki Ore 
Franke’s Casino 
Mary Camp 
Diane Clifton 
Loss & Lyman 
Helen Fox 
Kay Karrol 
Tonya 
Buddy Kirby 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Gay 90's 
Ginger Woods 
Eddie Danders 
De Nova Twins 
Toby Lee 
Jessie Garwood 
Bob Danders Jr Or 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glase House Km) 
Toasty Paul Orc 
Nord Richardson 
Patricia Thomas 
Harry’s New York 
Ralph Cook 
Don & Corrine 
3 Moods 
Florenza 
Dimitri & Frances 
Mel Cole Ore 
Three Talents 
Hoveler Gls 
Hi Hat 
Willie Shore 
Ann Lester 
Inga Rorg 
Collette & Galle 
Doris Dupont 
Kretlow Gls 
Jimmy Cassidy 
Ivanhoe 
Kit Kat 4 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Helen Sumner 
Kay Recker 
LL’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 


Ore 





Eusebio -Concialdi 


Swanné Inn 


pee Quixote Oro 
nnio Bolognini Or 


Hotel La Galle 


(Blue Front Reom) 
ttle J Little Ore 
athleen Quinn 


Pinky Tracy 
Roma 
Valerie 
Mary Davies 
John Howard 
Georgia LeReau 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Ear! Wiley Ore 
McLaughlin's 
Lou Reynolds 
Stan Rittoff Ore 


Millstones 


June Harlin 
Jack Roland Ore 
Carole Abott 
Edna Riley 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Old Heidelberg 


Old Heldelberg Co 
Murray Octett 
Raonl hantrow 
Sally Sharrat 
Swiss Hill Billles 
Herbie Ore 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


Orin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie G Baker 
Glover & La Mae 
Howard Nichols 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Oro 
Jaros Sis 
(Dome) 

James Hamilton 
Patsy Lu Rains 
Empire Boys 
Jerry Glidden 

(Panther Room) 


Woody Herman Ore 
Carol Kaye 
Benell & Bay 


Areadia 


Eleanor & Catharine 
Jacqueline Herman 
Kdward & Argela 
Grace Collins 
William Shannon 
Johnny Carlin Oro 
Benny the Bum 
Olive White 
Cedar & Rosita 
Jack Hilliard 
Leo Zollo Orc | 
Jose Dienno Bd 


Cadillac Tavern 


Lillian Chapman 
Bette Hendriques 
Adrienne Gordon 
Audrey Joyce 
Carmen Duvallon 
Freddie Shear Ore 
Birns & Burnachi 
Jack Newlon 
Bonnie Stewart 
Billy Hayes Ore 
Doris O'Shea 
Buck & Bubbles 
Eddie Thomas 
Kippy Velez 
Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Pat Procell 
Nikki Nikolal 
Betty Williams 
Frankie Schluth 
Walt Temple Ore 


Club 15 
Evelyn Bradley 
Mardo & Uo 
Gray & Harlow 


Leonard Carter 

4 Notes 

Jerry Delmar Ore 
College Inn 

| Shields 

Honey Breen 

| Klaiss Trio 





Peggy 


| Joe Armstrong 

B Casimiergs 

Viola Klaiss Ore 

| Orescent Log Cabin 

(Gloucester Hghts, 
N. J.) 

Joe Kraft Oro 

June Eldridge 

Starke & Dorne 

Beryl! Walker 

Delmonico’s 

E Barrymore Colt 

Larry Wyle 

Lee Bartell 

Tremore & Claire 

Ed & Lee Traver 

Florence Hallman 

Milton Kellems Orc 
Dutkin’s 

| Rathskeller 

| Frank Pont! 

| Jewel Ella 

Lola Claire 

Yvette e 

Marcella Marchon 

Ann Bennett 

De Mayos 

Irving Braslow Orc 
El Chico 

Joe Quitello Ore 

Carita 

Colonial 4 

4 Sepias 

Jack Randall 

Paula Montoys 
Embassy 

Geo Clifford 

Johnny Parrish 

| Aina Constant 

Jean & Loma Reider 

Berta Clemoux 

Juanita Miller 

Jean & Loma 





Denise 
Karle Comfort 
Billy Maples 


Aileen Cunningham 
Curt Weiler Orc 
Virginia Renault 
Kay Keeny 
Stephanie Snyder 
Dorothy Murphy 
Mary Williams 
Trudy Martin 
Pedro Blanco Ore 
Evergreen Casino 
Maureen & Nova 
Kay Allen 

Monty Wolf 
Countess Monoft 
Mildred King 
Ruth Heiselman 
Leone Leslie 
Helen Chuckles 
Vee Ames Gils 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
Madelyn Wallace 
Millie Jestrah 


1528 Locust 
Betty McKee 
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Slim Gaillard Ore 
Mardoni 
Roberts & White 
Carl Marx 

Silver Cloud 
Betty Saxon 
Hal & Judy Stewart 
Charlie Schults 
Lila Murry 
Ray Steiber Ore - 
Elinor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 

606 Club 

Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gis 
Connie Fanslav 
Kay Norre 
Carol Lord 
Alyse Serf 
Dagmar 
Jackson & Nedra 
Carrie Finnelle 
Ann Valentine 
Joan Wuovcds 
Sol Jake Oro 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Roem) 
Grift Williams Ore 
Buddy Marino 

Suzie ‘Q’ 
Yvonne Nova 
Thelma Marlin 
Texas Lee 
Jerry Gerard 
Red Wilson Ore 


Swingland 


Johnny Long Ore 
George Gould 

Pops & Lurie 
Butterbeans & Sue 
Nick Brooks Gis 


Thompson's 16 Club 


Ray Reynolds 
4 Sharps Ore 
Flo Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
Sharon 

Muriel Joseph 
Rae Collins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Genevieve Val 
Marsh McCurdy 


Yar 


Wittich Ore 
LaBoda 


Doriss 
Janina 





Claudia Coralli 


PHILADELPHIA 


Bubbles Shelby 
Music Hall Gls 
Helen Wilson 
Sunny Ray 

Kay Laverly 
Lorene Rhoda 
Dolores Merrill 
Kings of Swing Or 


Hotel Ben Franklin 
Garden Terrace 


Larry Fotin Ore 
Gerden Terrace 


Patricia Barry 
Chris Lamour 
Phil Dixon 
Watty Sherman 


Gay 90's 
Chic Williams Ore 
Vernon Guy 
Black Eyed Peas 
Nippy Atkins 
Street McKenneth 
May Joy 
Juanita Johnson 
Helen Dorsey 


Gruber’s Hof srav 


Johny Bauer 
Mann & Videll 
Nadine 

Monya Alba 
Gruber Hof Brau O 
Marie 


Henri's 
Andre & Frances 
Ray O'Day 
Al Blank 
Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne's Ore 


Hildebrand’s 
Leslie Sis 
Matto & Therese 
Billy Brill 
Pete Hays 
Lydia White 
Blossom Gis 
Abe Sherr 
Maurice Belmont 
Bobby Lee Ore 
Hildebrand 3 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawaiian Roof) 


Al Vierra Orc 
Jack Lynch's 
(H Walton Koof) 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 

Gracie Barrie 
Romo Vincent 
Earl Leach 
Romo Vincent 
Glen Pope 
Josephine Leach 
Adele Allen 
Beth Challis 
Grace & Nikko 
Glamour Gls (12) 
Herb Dubrow 
Sally Lamarr 
Mona Reed 
Betty Ann Shor 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Jimmy Blake 


Jam Session 
Billy Kreshmer O 
Freddie Komfleld 
Billy Banks 
Jim Thorpe 


Hotel White Way 
(Atco, N. J.) 
Page & Cody 
Garvay 
Dottie Small 
Johnny Kraus Ore 


Latimer Club 
Kleanor Obold 
Michael Travis Ore 
Lynne Sheehan 
Tommy Monroe 
Barbara Bradley 


Lexington Casine 


Artie Cashie & Mike 
Al & Freddie 
Gloria Dale 

8 Whirlwinds 

Dave & Dianna 
Larry Collins 

& Divorcees 
Charlie Gaines Ore 
Rube Eddie & J 


Lido Venice 
Peggy Martin 
Madeleine & Rita 
Bill Cohen Ore 
2 Joyettes 
Frank Page 
Billy Beck 
Betty Barger 
Little Rathskeller 
4 Ink Spots 





Una Cooper 


| 








3 Paganos 








Victor Hugo Ore 
Marian Joyce 
Al Schenk 
Kenee Villon 
Nelson & Marsh 


Manoa Inna 
Bob Ridley 
Ad & Lib 


Norma Faye 
Phyllis La Rue 
Shirley Page 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Dianni Rochelle 
Edythe Sallade 
Dee Doree 


New Leader Cafe 


Eddie Jarvis Ore 
Joe Smythe 
Charlie Stuff Ore 
2 Joyettes 

Roy O'Day 

3 Glamour Gis 
Rose Gillen 
Pegxy LaMarr 


Open Door 
Jean U’Neil 
Andy Russell 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Cashmere Gls 
Jimmy Paul 
Moke & Poke 
Jimmie Rossi 
Buck Calhoun 
Don Anton Ore 


Patumbo’s 
Cosmos & Lolita 
Blackbirds 
Rockettes 
Howard Reynolds O 
Cardello 
Keller Twins 
Johnny Leary 
Pat Rooney 
Marie Latell 


Philadelphian Room 
Di Gitanos 
Kathryn Smith 
Biltmore Boys Ore 
Paul Winnick 
Nancy Evans 

John Elliott 


Purple Derby 
Dottie Brooks 
Jean Lamarr 
Morty Burke's Ore 
Ann White 
Ann 
Hazel 
Lillian Russell 
Margie Mealy 
Betty Mealy 
Miss Gormley 


Red Lion Inn 
Day Sis 
Ed Chambers Oro 
Kitty Smith 
Jack Griffin 
Sansom House 
Milt Myers 
Ed Stanton 
Buddy Nugent 
Bill Donahue 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Tappers 
Leo Watson 
Rhythm Spirits 
Spatola’s 
Nino Nani 
Jane Greer 
Hal Hoffer 


Alpine Villiage 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Fayne & Foster 
DeMay, Moore, 
Jean Ritchey 
Mildred Smith 
Myron Ryan 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 
Capt Kidd's Orc 
Jess Rogers 

Alrway Club 
Troy Singer Oro 
Judy Black 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Oro 
Victoria Vigel 


Mar 





Spizzie & George 
College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 

3 Daffydills 

Hy Barron 

Daffy & Lenny Club 

Fifl O’' Orsay 

Ralph Lewis 

Myra 

Norman Flate 
Freddie's Cafe 


Ethelind Yerry 
Lenny Kent 
Eddie Barnes 
Kreploy Line 


Freddie Carline Ore | 


Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Bill Lockman 

Hanna (Grille 
Joy Robinson 
lenny Colyer 
Evelyn Dietz 
Pete Zuma 


——m 


Stork Club 
Rarry Prj 
Darlene nce & c 
Julia Gerrit 
4 Yvonettes” 

eynard & Mare 
Henry Patrick ad 

Stamp's Cafe 
Bert Lemish 
Marvine & wane 
Lonie Williams 
4 Music Hall Gis 
sone? Shields 
Jack & Joh 
—e King we 
‘ora Williams 
Vie Earlson 


Sliver Lake 
(Clementon) 
Alice Lucey 
M Familiant Ore 
George Reed 
Kdward Bickforg 
Alyce Raudali 
Grace Hudson 
20th Century 
stapion Allen 
Olan Bros 
Bowen Tutte toes 
Wilma Novack 
Jerry Vance 
Hal Thompson Ore 
Venice Grille 
Ginger Linn 
Tuts Claudine 
Joe Reilley 
Julia Gerity 
Vie Nelson Ore 
Aimee Organ 
Pete Hayes 
2 Joyettes 
KMleanor Norton 
Don Enrico 
Genya Poldi 


Viking Cate 
Jack Spangler 
Rose Heatherly 
Casper & Roth 
oo Curtis 

immy Naegra 0 
Grace O'Hara ie 
Warwick Hote) 
Herb Hagenor Orc 

Weber's Hof 
‘Camieape 

Jules Flacco Ore 

4 Sidneys 

Carltons 

Geo Moore 

Woodie & Betty 

Antone Martin 

Ted & Julia 

Elmer Seltzer 

TIise Hart 

Bruders Alpine Tr 

Rudy Bruder 

Syd Golden 

Pat Sullivan 

Rathe'r Eldoradians 


Wilson's 


Joe Hough, me, 
8 Guardsmen 
Marion 
Texas Tommy 
Jordon & Grace 
Clayton Johnson 
Harry Johnson Ore 
Geo Bakay 

Yacht Club 


Joan Barrie 

Dottie Brennan 
Ann Carroll 

Kenny Kramer 
Roger Patterson Or 





CLEVELAND 


Hotel Allerton 
Jeanne Lysle 
Joe Rose 

Hotel Cleveland 
Herbie Kay 
Jean Webb 
King Harvey 
Fuzzy Combs 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 

Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins Or 
Terry & Walker 
Frances Wills 
Bonners 
Fred Heikell 
Frank Ovanin 

Hotel Statler 
Frank Gagen Ore 

Jack & Eddie's 
Lillian Robertson 


Bette Evans 

| Joan Dal 
Ann Starr 
Sammy Lippman 
Arlene Rice Ore 


Lindsay’s Sky-Club 

Poison Gardner 

Rita White 

Harold Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 


Ted, Mary Taft 
Jeanne Stewart 
Claude Hoagland 0 


Southern Tavera 





Emil Velazeo 
Famous Door 
| Vieginia Ference 


ij Jack Elliott 
Beebe Sherman 
Major Abel 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotet 
(Book Casino) 

Dot Franey 

Buddy Lewis 

Al Surrette 

Gordon Leary 

Marion Flaig 

Jack Meyers Orc 

Iceolettes 


(Motor Bar) 
Sid Pritiken Orc 
Bowery 

Dixie Dunbar 
Pat Puree 
Jitterbugs 
Boweryettes (12) 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 


6 Vesters 

Ellen Kay 

Dick Haviland 

Eddie Bratton Ore 

Hund'’s 

3 Old Timers 

Placida Labadie 

Dick Tolentino Ore 
Club Imperial 

Maxim Odette Rev 

Ramona Costello 

Norm. Priest 

Nub Brown Ore 

London Chop House 

Jimmy Blue Ore 

ois Martell 

Jack Denson 

Don Ramon Ore 





Benny Resh Ore 


Blue Lantern 


Bill Frazer 

Bee Havin 
Glamour Gis (6) 
Temple & Marie 
Lee Walters Orc 
Gene Arnold 


Commodore Club 
Larry Vincent 
6 Commodorettes 
Julie Annan 


Pura Reyes 


| Carlos Kspinoe 


Mayfair 


| Smitty 


Lee Mason 

Dancing Stones 

Joyce Ann 

Mack 

Phil Olsen Oro 
Morocco 


Jay Jason 
Wanda Warren 





Libby Langford 
Hark Thomas Ore 

Corktowa Tavern 
Harry Jarkey 
Nella Saylor 
Black Bros | 
Trudy Chandler | 
Elton & Rita : 

. (Continued 


Hoffman Sis 
Renee Hartman 
Carlos Vesta 


| Mark Fischer ore 
Nebiolo’s 

Billie & Buddy Cari 
word & Janis 


ie Barton Kvanée 
on page 46) 
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: New 


Acts 











HN BUCKMASTER 
sonedian 


1@ Mins. 
onquin, N. Y. 
wotel Areickinaster was in last sea- 
's play, ‘Oscar Wilde,’ with Robert 
Morley, and is of a legitimate thea- 
family. His mother is Gladys 
Cooper, now Mrs. Philip Merivale. 
This is his debut cafe work, and 
an even brighter future for 
than as a legit juvenile, because 
cafe performers are few and 
een. 
— Keller, star of the Hotel 
Algonquin’s new Supper Club, dis- 
red Buckmaster, quite by acci- 
dent, doing his mimicry at a private 
party, and thus got him into this 


nitery. : 
style is different, running 
auty to the broad takeoff in a 
mildly lampooning sense. As only 
an Englishman would realize, French 
radio programs are forever spouting 
dramatic sketches, wherein | the 
eternal triangle asserts itself in 
strident accents, and in between a 
somnolent violin—with emphasis on 
the G-string— seeks to. soothe the 
savage situations. This inspired 
Buckmaster to a double-talk gib- 
perish of French radio-dramaturgy. 
Then there is the exaggeratedly in- 
sipid type of Englishman who is 
icked up at the Gare du Nord, in 
s, and although broadly proposi- 
tioned by the cocotte, finally con- 
cludes that, “You know, I really 
could have kissed her, if I had my 
mind to it.’ It’s a bright monolog, 
albeit a long standard basic theme 
used for years in England's provin- 
cial musichalls in its vari rami- 
tions. : 
a concluding routine has him 
reading the Algonquin’s menu perees 
as would Raymond Gram Swing 
(with an ominous politico prognosti- 
cation in his voice); James Fitz- 
Patrick (with an ‘And so we say 
farewell to restful Samoa’); and as 
Maurice Evans would declaim it in 
the Bard’s most dramatic manner. 
All of the material evidences a 
flair for a refreshing sense of com- 
edy values. Abel. 


LUIS ALBERNI & CO. (3) 
Sketch 
10 Mins., One 
State-Lake, Chicago ‘ 
Alberni gets one for trying. He 
didn’t just come out and say it’s 
good to meet you people. He tried to 
get an act together. But, unfor- 
tunately, while he took a good healthy 
swipe at the ball, he’s missed it com- 
pletely. , : 
It simply is not an act in spite 
of its efforts to tell a story, and de- 
spite Alberni’s attempt to sing a ro- 
mantic song about love and flowers. 
Sign on traveler reads, with a 
inter, ‘This Way to sackstage 
etropolitan Opera House.’ Colored 
bootblack and stand are spotted in 
one, with Alberni in white-tie enter- 
ing and getting on stand. He tells 
bootblack the story of how he was 
a famous opera singer, but lost his 
voice and career when his wife left 
him. Winds up with bootblack giv- 
ing him $3.30 to go to opera. For 
the finale, his long-lost wife enters 
from stage door. There is a greet- 
ing scene, with wife asking Alberni 
to move back in, revealing that she 
is working as a wardrobe mistress. 
Since he is broke, and to eat is bet- 
ter than not to eat, Alberni accepts 
the proposition. 
_ On the stage it works out as noth- 
ing at all. Alberni fails to stick 
hear the mike, so that much of his 
monolog is lost. The entire story 
doesn't hang together and is without 
a semblance of interest or entertain- 
ment. Certainly Alberni’s singing 
session is pretty hopeless. Gold. 


ARTURO GODOY and WIFE 
Ballroom dancing 
14 Mins. Full. 
Paramount, Los Angeles 

A novelty act, particularly in view 
of Arturo Godoy’s sensational fight 
against champion Joe Louis, this 
packs a hefty wallop of showmanship 
if not the best dancing on the Ameri- 
Can stage. Godoy with his excep- 
tionally good-looking wife essay to 
do some of the ballroom steps pop- 
ular in South America, and if the 
couple does not rate tops in that line 
of terpsichore, their stepping is not 
se worat that has been seen here- 

s. 


Making their American debut at 
e Paramount currently, the 
ilean challenger and his spouse 
offer a couple of routines, first a 
tango and then a rhumba. Mrs. 
oy, who speaks no English, is 
€arbed entirely in white and has a 
ing personality. The challenger, 

and by his own admission ‘the next 
€avyweight champ,’ proves a per- 


fect athletic specimen when stripped |- 


down to fightin togs. This change 
Sonate while the missus warbles a 
American song, a plaintive 
felody, which, while short on per- 
fction, again demonstrates Mrs. 
doy’s personality and her willing- 
ness to please. 

Odoy is then back for some 
— boxing and rope-skipping, 
i h numerous gags, one of which 
— —. Beck, also on the bill, on 
inne hokum. Act is presented in 
stage, with the Claude Sweeten 
rch and the-20 house line girls as 
vackground. Edwa. 


PETER LIND HAYES 
Impersonator 

10 Mins. 

Stanley, Pittsburgh 


Son of Grace Hayes, former sing- 
ing star in vaude, is a mimic who can 
give the current crop of imperson- 
ators a running start and still beat 
the pack of ’em to the tape. hee | 
fellow is easily the tops in a fiel 
that’s been over-run by a flock of 
lightweights in last few seasons, re- 
storing some dignity to the trade of 
vocal caricature and getting it out of 
the Major Bowes class. 

Hasn’t come by his present accom- 
plishments without a lot of hard 
work either. That’s obvious to any- 
body who saw him five years ago 
when, as just Lind Hayes touring the 
picture house circuits in a turn with 
his mother, he was merely one of 
many. For some time now, how- 
ever, he’s been a Coast fav at Miss 
Hayes’ successful Burbank nitery, 
the Grace Hayes Lodge, and has been 
achieving a modest rep in flickers, 
too. Currently under contract to 
Paramount, the studio having recent- 
ly triple-decked his name. 

A pleasant chap with an easygoing, 
likeable manner and a wealth of per- 
sonality, Hayes, however, doesn’t 
have to preface his takeoffs with an 
apology to the subjects under his un- 
canny microscope. That may be a 
wise precaution in Hollywood, where 
any one of them may be in the audi- 
ence at the time, but it isn’t necessary 
so far away. While he covers the 
usual radio lineup of Vallee, Fred 
Allen, Arthur Tracy, Bernie, Rich- 
man, Crosby and Calloway, it’s when 
Hayes moves to the singing elite 
‘with gestures’ that he’s superb. His 
impressions of Nelson Eddy, Allan 
Jones, Skinnay Ennis and Carmen 
Lombardo are cruel, accurate and 
side-splitting. 

The Barrymores, of course, are le- 
gion with impersonators and so is 
Laughton, but the Hayes versions are 
just a shade better than the rest, 
and his Colman and Boyer, two sel- 
dom imitated celebs, are perfect. 
What’s more, Hayes has outfitted 
himself with some corking material, 
flip without being too wise cracky 
and all of its fits neatly to whom- 
ever he is neppering. Takeoffs aren’t 
simply vocal reproductions, either, 
but they’re just as clean-cut facially 
and physieally, too. 

Mimicry has seldom been as high- 





‘class or as devastating either, as it 
is in young Hayes’ hands. He’s made 
a. art again of a show biz staple 
that’s been in pretty reduced cir- 
cumstances lately. Cohen. 


JOAN MERRILL with AL SIEGAL 
Songs - 

12 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Joan Merrill is singing star ma- 
terial. In the galaxy of Al Siegal 
protegees and vocal ‘discoveries,’ 
which have run the gamut from Bee 
Palmer to Ethel Merman, this young, 
good-looking songstress has all the 
earmarks of fast joining that fast 
company of unusual song interpret- 
ers. 

Miss Merrill was playing for 
Loew’s when Sidney Piermont, the 
chief booker, also recognized her 
great potentialities and effected the 
Siegal tutoring contract. He is trav- 
eling with her the first weeks, as he 
has done with most of his other new 
stylists, and on her Leon and Eddie’s 
date, in an al fresco room, she im- 
presses most favorably. 


First of all a photogenic type, she 
is also versatile vocally. Can swing- 
sing stuff like ‘Yodeling Jive’ and 
interpret ballads like ‘Do I?’, ‘Miss 
Johnson Phoned Again Today’ (Sie- 
gal’s own peach lyric), ‘South of the 
Border’ and a sort of 1940 spiritual, 
‘What a Day That Will Be’ (by Ir- 
vine Caesar). 

Miss Merrill wears clothes well. 
possesses an inordinate amount of 
class which, with her native ability 
and personality, augur much for her 
future on stage, screen or cafe floor. 
Her mike technique is excellent on 
the floor, hence probably ditto for 
radio purposes. Abel. 


DOROTHY HENRY 
‘Milk Bath Dance’ 

8 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

‘Nude’ type dancers usually are 

brushed off as filler material, like 
str:ppers, but Dorothy Henry has a 
genuine novelty for cafes. First of 
all it’s not nudie in the strict sense, 
her stripping being in more or less 
conventional abbreviated attire. Do- 
ing her terpsichorean gyrations un- 
der a portable fountain contraption 
is the main novelty of her presenta- 
tion. 
First she does some _neo-ballet 
terping for the buildup. Her water- 
proof headgear, of semi-Egyptian 
motif, later acts as a protective bath- 
ing cap when the milk-bath foun- 
tain starts to spurt. The shower is 
considerably revealing, a good light- 
ing system further pointing up her 
terps as the water (which later turns 
to a milky fluid) plays around her. 
The ballyhoo, of course, is the 
amount of real milk consumed. 

This 1940 switch on_ the old 
Ziegfeld-Anna Held stunt is great 
stuff for a nitery floor, and the 
brisker the tempo of the room the 





better the fact. It’s an ideal book- 
ing for an al fresco environment like 


Leon & Eddie’s, or what the old 
Paradise, Hollywood, French Casino, 











etc., would go for. For the Rain- 
bow Room—no! Abel. 
PAUL DUKE 

Magic 

10 Mins. 


Paramount, Newark. 

The name and the first seven 
minutes of this standard Grade A 
illusion are not new, but Paul Duke 
has borrowed from Houdini to cli- 
max his specialty with a fine feat of 
legerdermain. It’s a variation of the 
needle and thread trick, but Duke 
has gone in for razor blades, 

Working smoothly to music and in 
pantomime, suave magician casually 
assimilates a dozen or so double- 
edged blades and yards of linen 
thread. When they come out of his 
mouth, spaced at regular intervals 
on the thread, there's a silence fol- 
lowed consistently by hearty ap- 
plause. Duke is breaking inthis 
finish here after eight years of ex- 
perimenting. 


All that voes before serves as per- | 


fect buildup for the razor blades. I 
perfect time with music, Duke pro- 


cigars and even full-sized pipes from 
thin air. As fast as he discards one 


appear. 
Good showmanship all the way. 


duces innumerable lighted cigarettes, ; 


smoke, another two or three more; 





House Reviews 


Rome from page 39 | 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


permits several band members to 
also solo, especially the drummer. 
Music is divided between sweet and 
swing, but it’s on the former type 
that it actually comes to the fore. 
Linda Keene is the unit’s vocalist, a 
stunning, dark-haired looker gowned 
modishly in blue, but her voice lacks 
distinction. However, that point isn’t 
made so obvious because of the wise 
selection of her numbers. 

All house decks crowded when 
caught. 


CENTURY, N. Y. 


Bert Shefter’s Orch (8), Frances & 
Ruth Miller, Joe Martin, Lord 
Winchester, Frances Roman, Ford, 
Harris & Jones; ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) 
and ‘I Stand Accused’ (Rep). 

















The old Ackerman & Harris ‘death 
‘trail’ vaude route would have been 
| considered big time in comparison 
with this theatre and its presentation 
of stage shows. On the East Side’s 
Second avenue, it draws from both 
the herring and spaghetti belts—and 
adding to the variety of noises and 
odors are candy butchers hawking 
potato chips during the performance. 

Houses of this type, as a means of 
developing talent, are important to 
vaude, but the dignity of presenta- 
tion will have to be raised consider- 
ably. The house was dirty and the 
stage haggard, and the m.c. for this 
two-day show (22-23), Joe Martin, 
was a perfect example of what an 
m.c. should not be like. He was 
crude, blue and untalented. At one 


see an audience 
Which was almost a confession that 
he’s not accustomed to having audi- 
ences. 

| Martin’s own mediocrity wouldn’t 
| have been so bad if he didn’t foist it 
on the other acts. He couldn’t seem 
to remember Bert Shefter’s name 
(New Acts), calling the band leader 
|Schaefer and Schefner. This was at 
the last of six shows. He gave the 
lsister team of Frances and Ruth 
Miller a terrific buildup, but then 
; had to look at a slip of paper for 
, their names. 

| The Millers, incidentally, were the 
opening turn in front of Shefter’s 








band. They do about four dance rou- | 


tines and show a distinct lack of 
| talent most of the way. It’s possible, 
however, that they might cull enough 
ifrom all their dances to get two 
|fairly okay numbers, 
ithe acrobatic side. 

| Another sour act is presented by 
‘Lord and Winchester, two male 


especially on | 


| Casino on Broadway when Par scout | 


Raggedly in 





VARIETY af 


Fidler’s Hollywood Unit Debuts 
Pitt, But Talent OK 


+. 
~ 





. _.. Pittsburgh, Feb. 23. 
Jimmy Fidler’s Hollywood Revue 
with Mary Healy, Michael Whalen, 
Edith Fellows, Peter Lind Hayes, 
Olympe Bradna, Helen. Mack; ‘Earl 
of Chicago’ (M-G). 





The Jimmy Fidler unit's first per- 
formance was nothing more than a 
bad dress rehearsal, running time 80 
minutes, entertainment quotient, low. 
The talent’s there and so are the 
possibilities for a pretty good show, 
but somebody on the Coast gave the 
‘I do mean yow’ spieler a bum steer 
in the first place. 
| Imagine any presentation en a bir 
, film house stage spilling not just one 
| tear-jerking dramatic sketch, but 
two, and, in addition, enough ex- 
| traneous talk to sink a_ battleship. 





Nn The sobbie-briefie died with the two- | 


j}a-day and it’s an axiom on the de 
i We circuits that unless one’s a comie, 
, the mouth should be open cnly oc- 
casionally. At the getaway here, 
there was a skit of sorts involving 
two or three of the personalities 
present before and after, it seemed, 
every introduction, and at the three- 
quarters mark, a snail could have 
betiered the unit’s pace in a walk. 

For one thing, Fidler himself 
should forget his trying to be sn m.c., 
a berth he shares with Michael 
Whalen, and leave that spot to 
Whalen entirely. Fidler’s ill at ease 
on the stage either by himself out 
front or in company, and his efforts 
to be casual and comical miss fire 
constantly. On the other hand, when 
he’s seated at the mike at the begin- 
ning and end of the unit, retailing 
news and gossip of Hollywood in his 
clipped, vigorous style, the illusion 
/ he’s created via the networks con- 
| tinues. He’s on safe ground then and 
‘shows it. Might brush up on some of 
‘his ‘last-minute’ news, however. 
VaRIETY carried the story that Lum 
and Abner were being dropped by 
their sponsors several weeks ago, for 
instance. 

Dramatic sketches, too,-should be 
‘lopped. One has Helen Mack doing 
her scene as Molly Malloy in criminal 
court press room, from ‘His Girl 
Friday’ (Col), and it’s meaningless 
,and silly when detached from picture 
‘proper. Tough on Miss Mack, since 
she’s a fine little actress, but out of 
; her element. -Other has Edith Fel- 
lows, as a wheel-chair cripple, sud- 
denly regaining use of her legs when 
'an uncle (Whalen) starts to walk 
out because he thinks he’s stopping 
her from being adopted by some fine 
|family. On the screen, hokum like 
this is okay; as a stage filler, how- 
, ever, it’s likely to be laughed at. At 
| least Miss Fellows, unlike Miss Mack, 
| later has a chance to redeem herself, 
ifor growing young miss, a cinema 
brat just a few years ago, has first- 
| rate pipes and comes back to sell a 
‘couple of ballads socko. Mack gal 
| Was a last-minute sub in Fidler unit, 
| having replaced Cecilia Parker, who 
was held on the Coast by impending 
Hardy Family picture. 





C ate Remaining talent is in the groove 
junction he declared: ‘It's swell t » | and could well be the nucleus for a 
in front of me.’ | 


plenty okay show from Hollywood if 
| the Scissors are applied smartly. 
| Peter Lind Hayes (New Acts) is a 
| mimic who could go big anywhere, 
(in any thing at any time, and he’s 
the one bonafide wow of the unit. 
| Ties things into first-prize knots and 
went off with an open invitation to 
| stay on forever, so far as the mob 
| was concerned. Mary Healy, 20th- 
| Fox starlet, is a looker who has a 
; voice and a personality she mixes 
well and effectively, doing ‘I’m Sorry 
for Mvself,’ which she introed in 
: ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th), and 
That Dream.’ Gal, without previous 


a professional and registers cleanly. | 
Comes back for a vocal-dance duet | 
of ‘Jumpin’ Jive’ with Hayes’ but it’s | 
,Shoddily done and could wisely come 
out 

° . | 
Other starlet is Olympe Bradna, | 
i who was a terp specialist at French | 
spotted her some years ago. She has | 


|hokists without a laugh all the way.| yet to dance in a single picture. | 


iThey try comedy instrumentalizing | 


‘and magic, but miss completely. One 
|of them remarks, ‘I smell a herring, 
iwhat do you smell?’ But the audi- 
/ence got suddenly polite and didn’t 
answer ‘ham.’ Then he declared 
(about his work), ‘This will put 
vaudeville back 40 years. He was 
kidding on the levei. 


Frances Roman, single singer, has 
a nice appearance, but little knowl- 
edge of how to sing. She doesn’t 
know how to pace her voice or her 
breathing, with the result that she 
was out of breath after the first two 
numbers and sang three more on her 
nerve. On the other hand, the 
colored trio of Ford, Harris and 
Jones present some very capable 
dancing and scat singing. It was the 
only worthwhile act in the show, 
which ran way overlong for nearly 
80 minutes. 

Shefter’s band played the show as 
well as in its own innings, handi- 
capped by its own physical get a 
and the crumby, dilapidated band- 
stands. 

-Attendance was okay at the last 
show Friday (23) at 25c top. Scho. 





That’s probably why she was such a | 
surprise to the customers, who know 
her strictly as a dramatic actress. 
Gal does the whirlwind French sailor 
number she introduced at the Casino, 
and while a bit rough, possibly be- 
cause of the long hoofing layoff, it’s 
still a high-spot and sure to get 
better as show goes along. A few of 


| those original squeals of delight she 


used to issue during the number on 
Broadway wouldn’t hurt either. Or 
maybe the pit band was blasting a 
bit too loudly. 

Fidler could also use a new finish. 


| instead of having curtains close cold 


on the end of his ‘broadcast’ and 





then open again to bring the gang on 
for a last-minute bow. Lots of work 


' needed here but it can be done. Day 
{has long since passed when just a 


| film name will ransom almost any- 

thing in the way of material. What's 
;more, Fidler himself has a plenty 
| valuable rep to protect, and if con- 


ditions aren’t right, no amount of | 


| loose personal coin should pry him 

loose from his spectacular moorings 

in the radio and columnar fields. 
Max Adkins’ Stanley house crew 


‘Darn | Miranda 


plays entire unit from the pit, with 
acts working in one, half stage and 
full-stage, which also slows down 
things considerably. Particularly for 
a 


ny Mob. brought up on and 
| sustained by a band show diet 











South American Cruise 
(MAJESTIC, PATERSON, N. J.) 





Paterson, N. J., Feb. 23. 
Cherie & Tomasita, Norman Aste 
wood, Al & Freddie, Pat Wing, 
Joyner & Lewis, Collins & Wanda, 
Bob Norton, Barrington Guy, Rosetta 
Crawford, Blackbirds (8), Line (10), 
Saul Daur House Orch. (6). 








| If this 60-minute melange is a good 
\little unit it may grow up to be a 
,Shubert musical, some time after the 
| Lenten season, at least that’s the 
intention. Maturity before that time 
,seems remote. It will be necessary 
to tighten considerably that portion 
‘of ‘South American Cruise’ now on 
display before adding the hour which 
‘may make it ‘Caribbean Cruise’ at 
$3.30 or $4.40. And some of the spee 
cialties must be set. 

There are definite potentialities 
however, not obscured by the limited 
working space and the 40c top prevas 
lent at the Majestic. 

Donald Heywood, sepian composer 
who has scored the entire production, 
has at least two, and perhaps four, 
tunes which will be heard from, 
There is a trend toward choral over- 
arrangement in some of the numbers, 
but ‘Money in the Bank,’ ‘The Dippy 
Dip,’ ‘So This Is Love,’ and ‘My Hour 
of Loneliness’ appear earmarked for 
measurable success. 

Highlighting the personnel are 
Cherie and Tomasita, Norman Ast- 
; wood, Al and Freddie, Barrington 
'Guy and Rosetta Crawford. 
| Continuity, which will carry over 
to full-length production, provides an 
opening on a New York pier with 
cruise ship, Roly-Poly, in background 
| perspective. Sepian side of the show 
'is cast as _ porters, cabin boys, 
| chamber maids, etc., while others 
'cnter as passengers, 


Remaining scenes are interiors, 
with entertainment pointed up to 
songs and dance routines indigenous 
to vessel’s various ports of call. 

‘Captain’ Norman Astwood is 
pleasing and personable in the role 
of m.c., and contributes vibrant bari- 
tone in opening, later in ‘So This Is 
Love’ duet and finally in ‘Stop Beat- 
ing Those Drums,’ a vocal diatribe 
against war which won composer 
Heywood the Peace League Prize, 


Cherie and Tomasita provide one 
of the brightest spots during the 
hour in well-dressed, well-planned 
and well-executed acro terping. Daz- 
zling white attire accentuates their 
Latin appearance and their difficult 
routine is dispatched with definite 
| grace. 

They dance to ‘My Hour of Loneli- 
ness,’ ~ introduced by Barrington 
Guy’s splendid voice (recently a 
Plantation club asset) but, not to de- 
tract from Guy’s performance, it 
would be better to eliminate the 
vocals while the gals are going 
through their most difficult paces. 

Audience at show caught (23) 
made several attempts to applaud as 
femmes built up to climax, but felt 
constrained because schedule called 
for Guy to come in with lyrics just 
at the inopportune moments. 


Rosetta Crawford is in essence a 
senian reproduction of Carmen 
in her rendition of ‘The 
Dippy Dip,’ a hip-swinging number 








stage experience, handles herself like | which might easily become the next 


dance craze. She is aided and 
abetted by the Blackbirds, four boys 
and four girls, and the line of five 


, chorus boys and as many girls. 


Al and Freddie, fresh from the 
N. Y. Cotton Club Revue, click with 
their tap classics, and eccentric leaps 
and splits in the finale. Pat Wing, a 
local girl who misses making good; 
Collins and Wanda, whose ballroom 
terping ceased to be serious when the 
male half of the team fell over a 
bench this show; Bob Norton, who 
depicted ‘Joe Palooka’ on the scree 
and the comedy team of Joyner an 
Lewis, which uses material nobody 
else has Joe Millered for the past 10 
year, complete the principals. 

It is unfortunate that Miss Wing 
had to make her professional debut 
in her own backyard. Nervousness 
or a poor public address system, or a 
' combination of the two distorted her 
| soprano efforts completely. While she 
; remained lyrical, however>the result 
‘was satisfactory; when she turned 
dramatic, it was not. 


Norton got a good reception in his 
‘Palooka’ role, and filled up a few 
minutes with Miss Wing and Ast- 
wood by describing what might 
happen should ‘Palooka’ meet Joe 
Louis. It’s pretty frothy, however, 
and cartoonist Ham Fisher might ob- 
ject to ‘Joe’s’ visit to the bar for a 
bottle of beer in the ‘Put a Nickel fi 
the Piccolo’ production number, 

Line needs lots of work and 
discipline. 
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Plays on Broadwa 





NIGHT MUSIC 








Drama in three acts 
Broadhurst, N. Y., Feb. L 
Group Theatre; written by Clifford Odets; 
staged by Harold Clurman; settings by 
Mordecai Goreltk; $3.30. tap. 


tributed excellent playing in other 
Group shows, is thé explosive Steve. 
Whether he has caught the character 


presented at the as conceived is not definite, but he 
22, *40, by the gives 


it plenty of force. Morris 


|Carnovsky, another of the organiza- 
| tion’s toppers, is the unusual detec- 


Lieutenant.........ssseeese+++.9%0m Tully | tive and turns in another of his 
Mugph....ccccrcoes seceeseeesChancy Coove worthwhile performances. 
| enacye A teeee ween eee Sg On the comedy end are such play- 
akis.. ; eet res ad ! Any 
_Bazenteer.... | Morris Carnovsky | €S_as Philip Loeb, also a protege 

Fay Tucker......... ARTE: Jane Wyatt of Rosenberger’s, and Sanford Meis- 
Mrs. Scott......++0+ eovecer Virginia Stevens | ner, It’s a comparatively small part 
Stagehand......... covooe see } B- | for Loeb, who plays a fellow whe 
Geebaresssceosersrssses/CRGtSford Meisner got mad when his wife changed her 
RS a leone veeseeeeeeesHarzy Bratsburg | hair to red and broke all the dishes. 
ge ne ooeese eevee 0 +0 ne woes in his house. orate a —~ 

CUGY..--sevccevece eceseserseees i | thief trying to sell a oO ver Xx, 

eecce evccccccccce 1 Mendick - 

+ ipdpenede copisssssssessCharhe Melson |Jater getting laughs as an exec of 
Mr. Nichols..... seeeeeseessHarry M. Cooke | Federal Pictures. : 
| Ae aperave tase Mintel ‘Night Music’ has the makings, but 

ee MR cccccorsseseces 
vate ptppetabnatgett ben Pail Brown | S¢ems to have a lacking eee: 
Little Man........ee+e5+5-.Weilliam Hansen e. 
aera pai PEER IG IRP ENE: Philip Loeb 
Se. TRANOP. ccosces pens beste cone ge 
Lo SPR y ee ° 7 
og SLE A eeeelbeabeed Water cor! Reunion in New York 
Drunk MAR. cccccccccccccecs Fred Stewart : 
Tr MOM. cccocccssscsece Sanford Meisner | American Viennese cone. ~¥ Kren 
Arnold...... Seeeeeeeeeeeseeess Soke Stearns | tect tweet roves Ue eee Of Late 
BEER <0s% sence ceakevsete Bert Conway | N. Y.. opening Feb. 21, ; coneeived by 





Perhaps some first-nighters ex- 
pected too much and, although the 
ayes yipped it up when the play 
ended, there is a_ difference of 
opinion over its chances. Dissenters 
are likely right, despite an excellent. 
colorful production. 


The Group Theatre is an unusual | 
acting organization and has Clifford 
Odets as its playwriting wonder boy. 
Impression is that he has served bet- 
ter stage fare than ‘Night Music,’ 
which necessitated considerable ef- 
fort in the writing and revision. 
Certainly most of his previous plays 
were more sharply punctuated by 
humor than the new work. 

Group has done its best for Odets, 
all the present acting strength being 
represented. in the cast, for there are 

speaking parts with only one 
player doubling, besides which there 
are 10 extras. Eight different set- 
tings are used, some being strikingly 
effective. During scenic changes 
colored slides indicative of the scene 
to come are projected, while inci- 
dental music by Hanns Eisler is 
a into the story coming from 

iscs. 

Essentially ‘Music’ is a boy meets 
girl theme, as is ‘Two on an Island,’ 
which moved from the Broadhurst to 
the Hudson to accommodate the 
Group. In the Odets’ play romance 
the heroine is quite acceptable, but 
there is some question about the boy. 





The only thing they have in com- 
mon is that both are baffled. 

Why Fay Tucker, an aspiring 
actress from Philadelphia who has 
just closed in a show that lasted but 
three days, falls for Steve Takis, of 
Greek parentage, who hails from 
New England, is one of the doubt- 
ful points. Audiences can accept the 
uncouth, bitter, sometimes snarling 
Steve; but the chances are a goodly 
percentage will not, for the part is 
not sympathetic. He is a braggart, 
claiming to be a picture executive, 
luring Fay with promises of a screen 
test, but turns out to be the outfit’s 
office boy. Even then the girl’s de- 
votion is steadfast, understandable 
only through the feminine urge to 
reform her man. . 

Steve is staking two trained 
monkeys to Hollywood, needed for a 
film in the making. One snatches his 
wallet and the other grabs Fay’s 
locket. ‘There is an arrest, though 
A. L. Rosenberger, the detective, is 
not certain of any wrongdoing. The 
officer is a philosopher and becomes 
one of the play’s most appealing 
characters. It becomes a threesome 
in a way, the detective always being 
nearby, favoring the romance and 
helping the penniless ccuple in any 
number of ways. 

Through Fay the boy is quartered 
in her frowsy hotel, having the 
room next door, but there is no sug- 

estion of an affair. In fact, on the 

rst night he wanders out in a fit 
of temper, she follows and they sleep 
on a park bench. Central Park 
scene introduces one of the extrane- 
ous comedy characters, a loquacious 
fellow with a dog. There are three 
other dogs being aired, while one of 
the questionable women in the hotel 
lobby scene carries a cat. 

There are scenes at the World’s 
Fair and a Greek restaurant, latter 
being the most amusing interlude. 
It is there that Fay’s father comes to 
urge her return to Philly; her stuffed 
shirt admirer from that town is also 
there for the same purpose. Fay in- 
sists on her right to choose and re- 
mains with Steve. 

Most players in the Group are 
mpmoeet to be radicalminded and 
‘Music’ was reported tinged that 
way. Near the finale Steve ex- 
presses bitterness over the handicap 
of being a fatherless youth. The de- 
tective, whose kindliness is surpris- 
ing for a man of his calling, points 
out to the lovers, when their house 
of cards falls down, that the youth 
of the land can be in command, if 
they band together. Few other pas- 
sages contain wordage that indi- 
cates a message. 

Jane Wyatt, who joined the Group 
players for this occasion, gives a fine 
performance as Fay. Long on at- 
tractiveness, Miss Wyatt gives the 
impression of stepping down from 
her class to care for the surly 
Steve. Elia Kazan, who has con- 


| 


Lottar Metz] and Werner Michel; music, 
Ardre Singer, Werner Michel, David Greg- 
gory, Berenece Kazounoff; staged by Her- 
bert Berghof and Ezra Stone; settings, 
Harry Horner; dances, Lotte Goslar; super- 
vized by Ezra Stone and Mare Daniels. 
$3.30 top. 

Cast: Leo Weith, Lies! Paul, Anthony 
Seott, Herman Walter, Annie Desser, Char- 
lotte Krauss, Bert Silving, Emery Gondor, 
Maria Temple, Peter Koch, Fred Lorens, 
Klaus Brill, Nelly Franck, Nell Hyrt, 
Vilma Kurer, Paul Lindenberg, Katherine 
Mattern, Walter Martin, Elisabeth Neu- 
mann, Maria Pichler, Henry Peever, Lothar 
Rewalt, Edgar Vincent, Lotte Goslar, Hans 
Herberth, George Heinz, Stanley Forbes. 





Sentiment and sympathy with the 
talented refugees have resulted in a 
favorable press and cordial word-of- 
mouth for ‘Reunion in New York,’ 
second edition of the ‘From Vienna’ 
players, but cold, hard, factual re- 
porting dictates the opinion that the 
revue lacks several elements that are 
more important. For one thing, it’s 
keynoted wrong. Last summer 
‘From Vienna’ went almost to the 
opposite extreme of the Pagliacci 
and let’s-be-brave-despite-all. This 
edition seems almost to literally 
transpiant Nazi brutality to the foot- 
lights. 

The whyfore of the American 
Viennese Group, Inc., as it’s now 
called, is obvious from the corporate 
title and the general theme. The 
nostalgic flavor of Alt Wien is or 
should be the main intent, coupled 
of course, with the parading of 
young, fresh, undaunted talents who, 
by the very loss of their homeland, 
have enriched foreign soils. That 
inclades America’s absorption of its 
quota of expatriated and rejected 
humankind. 

‘Reunion in New York,’ however, 
goes the whole hog in its theatrical 
re-enactment of yesteryear black 
days. All this could well be estab- 
lished by that very charming 
entr’acte, ‘Hereinspaziert’ (Viennese 
wine-garden). This sets the motif 
where the Kleinkunstbuehne (Lit ‘le 
Art Theatre) group in pre-Hit.:r 
Vienna is disporting itself as wouid 
any such group of young talents. 
Comes news of ‘Anschluss,’ the 
action takes them across the seas, 
and the first big number is ‘English 
in Six Easy Lessons.’ This is the 
sole holdover from last year’s ‘From 
Vienna’ revue, and still a bright 
lyrical discourse on alleged conversa- 
tional English as gathered from a 
text of this sort. Incidentally, all of 
their English has improved consid- 
erably. 

The successive material is a se- 
quence of highlights and downbeats. 
Seemingly now fortified with a 
bankroll, and not the ‘auspices’ of 
George and Beatrice Kaufman. Max 
Gordon, Sam Harris, Irving Berlin 
and others who first sponsore. them 
in America, it’s too bad they haven’t 
also been outfitted with punchier 
material. Lothar Metz] and Werner 
Michel, their native authors, are 
spotty; some of it is dandy, some of 
it n.s.g. Michel, with Angre Singer, 
did most of the tunes, but it’s note- 
worthy that perhaps the best non- 
native lyric is ‘I’m Going Crazy with 
Strauss’ (Peter Barry and Michel), 
presuming that Barry is American. 
David Greggory’s ‘Ain’t Love Law- 
ful?’ sketch is another non-Wien 
vintage interlude that points up that, 
perhaps, some similar addenda might 
be in order. This is a love ersatz 
routine that’s a peach comedy satire. 

On the matter of material, this 
sort of barbed comedy would go far 
better ,;when touching on the politico 
vagaries, than ‘Dachau’ and others. 
The concentration camp number is 
from a German text by Jura Soyger, 
English version by Milton Hindus, 
a sombre, poignant recitative song 
interpreted by Herbert Berghof. 
Latter is director of the group. 

Of the personalities, outstander is 
Vilma Kurer, a photogenic song- 
stress who, like last edition’s bal- 
lerina satirist, Illa Roden, bespeaks 
of considerable future in the Ameri- 
can theatre. ‘I’m Going Crazy with 
Strauss’ is the lyrical discourse on 
her preference for Yankee swing, 
instead of which she is given nothing 
but Strauss waltzes, Vienna eclairs 
and kindred homeland products, a 





| nostalgia with which she hasn’t the 


patience in her new world surround- 
ings. 
Fred Lorenz, who is prominent 





throughout as a capable funster, 
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Engagements 


_ Jehn Shellie, ‘See My Lawyer.’ 

: William Blees, ‘Too Many Girls.’ 

‘ Alexander D’Arcy, ‘Keep Off the 

Grass.’ 

‘ Eva Condon, ‘Higher and Higher.’ 
| Stephen Ker Appleby, ‘Lady in 
aiting.’ 

Kent Smith, Lea Penman, J. Ar- 
thur Kennedy, ‘An International In- 
cident.’ 

Fierence Edney, Jessamine New- 
cembe, Patrick O’Moore, ‘Ladies in 
Retirement.’ 

Ingrid Bergman, 
dith, ‘Liliom’” , 
Valerie Cossart, Richard Ken- 
drick, Frank McCormack, Bertram 
Thorn ‘Not for Children.’ 

Ernest Rowan, William Swetland, 
Robert Griffith, ‘Goodbye in the 
Night?’ 

Detmar Poppen, Alfred Etche- 
verry, Florence Dunlap, Madeline 
Holmes, Lew Eckels, Gracie Worth, 
Vincent Coleman, James Hagan, Neil 
McFee Skinner, ‘Worth a Million.’ 


Burgess Mere- 





doesn't get very far with the ‘Pill- 
maker’ number, a somewhat extend- 
ed pantomime. Paul Lindenberg is 
prominent in the ‘Borderline’ skit, 
a broad satire on shifting geographi- 
cal positions, but that ‘South of the 
Border’ tagline is more Minsky than 
Viennese. 

‘A Character in Search of a Char- 
acter’ by Greggory and Berenece 
Kazounoff starts with a Saroyan rib 
and cleverly embraces a wealth of 
contemporary material. ‘Where Is 
My Homeland?’ has three lookers, 
Vilma Kurer, Maria Pichler and 
Nelly Franck, as Austria, Bohemia 
and Poland, tragically discoursing on 
the subject. 

Katherine Mattern rings the bell 
with ‘Keep Laughing,’ straighted 
by Walter Martin, as the professional 
exponent of the different types of 
laughter. It’s a switch on the sneeze- 
snore routines, Miss Mattern being 
especially adept with a deadpan 
style of comedy. A ‘Blitz-Carmen’ 
satire on smuggling cigarets from 
Jersey, against a Bizet background, 
is a bright albeit somewhat overdone 
reopener to the second act. The 
satire on Picasso art by Miss Kurer 
and Fred Lorenz is more to the 
point. 

Lotte Goslar, also from Vienna, 
but known in America long before 
the great exodus, is included in the 
show as a special guest artist to bol- 
ster the proceedings. Her satirical 
ballet routines are exaggerated lam- 
poons on wooddsprites, old maids, 
waltzomaniacs and the like. 

Especially good are Miss Goslar 
and Nell Hyrt as a couple of tired 
chorines, one doing her bumps, ele- 
vations and breaks with energetic 
eagerness; the other a beat-up, dead- 
pan line-girl, dogging it frankly and 
onenly. The Prater shooting gallery, 
the Vienna-Berlin express and ‘A 
to a with Our Memories’ round it 
out. 

Latter is akin to the first edition, 
reprising the joie de vivre of for- 
merly Hitler-free days in Vienna. 
Like the opening wine-garden, it is 
a nostalgic sequence which com- 
mands attention and permits for 
little straggling. The entr’acte com- 
mences at 8:15 and it’s likely to get 
’em in early, in order not to miss the 
charming introductory: and the 
finale, likewise, is of such charm and 
quality as not to chase ’em. 

The principals number 15, fortified 
by other bit players. Hans Herberth 
and George Heinz accomn the entire 
show at twin pianos in the pit, and 
Bert Silving’s violin and Stanley 
Forbes’ accordion contribute in other 
numbers for musical background. 

Ezra Stone’s staging, to supplement 
director Berghof of the original 
troupe, should have accelerated mat- 
ters a bit. Harry Horner, ex- 
Vienna, but already established in 
New York for his sceni~ art, did a 
clever job on the decor, calling for 
relatively light investment, yet mak- 
ing the scenic portion look impor- 
tant. Titto for the Eleanor Hirsch- 
mann costumes. 

Certainly there’s a wealth of talent 
in this brave company, but let the 
public—not the show’s own lyricists 
—recount the  with-spirit-undying 
motif. To underplay it would be 
emphasis enough. Abel. 


ANOTHER SUN 


Drama in three acts, four scenes, by 
Dorothy Thompson and Fritz Kortner; 
staged by Fritz Kortner; setting, Ben Ede 





wards; costumes, Paul du Pont; presented 
by Cheryl Crawford, at National, N. Y., 
Feb, 23, '40; $3.30 top. 
RUT EOOTTIEL 068 05 0% vcaeebacces Hans Jaray 
BONEN G S35 V 566 0:0:5.6.06500.60600.6% Celeste Holm 
Sergei Voikonsky...,......... Leo Bulgakov 
Guglielmo Benedetto..... Marshall Bradford 
ee WO TERI, 6 0's.60030000% Kate Warriner 
Cliff Jackson...... 00 ceccces Herbert Rudley 
CECI TONES. csideccceeee Johanna Hofer 
Pastor Reisinger...ceoeesss. -McKay Morris 
Prof. Friedman......ee....... Erwin Kalser 
pt ee ae Adrienne Gessner 
Von Bendow.........e000.....Armold Korff 
As an anti-Nazi play, ‘Another 


Sun’ conforms to type by punishing 
the audience more than it does Hit- 
lerism. As a study of the plight of 
refugee artists in New York, it bare- 
ly Suggests the problem and fails to 
express it.in dramatic terms. As a 
boxoffice prospect, it is negligible; 
* (Continued on page 44) 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 





Olsen and Johnson seem to have started something with their assortment 
of pigeons, cats and chickens in ‘Hellzapoppin,’ with the prop room at the 


Winter Garden, N. Y., looking like a pet shop. There is quite 
of animals in ‘Night Music,’ which opened at the Broadhurst 
but the most amusing incident concerns two daschunds used 


We Dance,’ which failed to open on 


a showin, 
last week, 


in 
Broadway. ‘Tonight 


Ruth Chatterton, who opened last night (Tuesday) at the Longacre in 
‘Leave Her to Heaven’ starred in ‘Tonight’ and borrowed the under g] 
pups from a woman friend. When it was decided td scrap ‘Tonight’ after 
several months on tour, the production was brought back to New York, 
and a Shubert employe was assigned to dispose of the props and other 
saleable materials. He offered the dogs for $35 each, until Miss Chat 


heard about it and explained the dogs were not part of the 


production, 


Her friend became quite indignant and declared she wouldn't dispose of 
the dogs for $400. There are two monkeys, four dogs and a cat in ‘Music’ 

‘Music’ was produced by the Group Theatre. Twice during the per. 
formance Albert Lewin, picture producer, is mentioned by name. Under. 
stood he is the show’s principal backer. Lewin recently teamed with David 
Loew, forming a new Coast picture firm, for United Artists release. ‘Music’ 


is their first production for UA. 





That the play’s the thing was again indicated last week when ‘Life With 
Father’ opened in Chicago. It relighted the Blackstone, which was about 
to be turned over to the wreckers, and despite the fact that it is out of the 
Loop and quite separated from the other legit theatres there, the show 
figures to duplicate its Broadway popularity. 

Following rave notices, Chi’s ‘Father’ developed an advance sale that 
approached $20,000 late last week. Show had an advance man on the job 
four weeks, Ned Armstrong doing the press work. Sunday (18), day be- 
fore the debut, the Chicago Tribune used nearly all of its first page of the 
dramatic section for color pictures of Lillian Gish and Percy Waram, who 


are the leads in the Chicago ‘Father’ 


company. Harry Kline is back with 


the show. He and Armstrong handled ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ for Brock 


Pemberton last season. 


Play Out of Town 


THE BURNING DECK 


Columbus, Feb. 22. 

Drama in three acts, nine scenes, by An- 
drew Rosenthal; produced by Jack Small; 
staged by Robert Milton; setting, Harry 
Horner; special music by Lillian Wood 
Krob; stars Onslow Stevens and features 
George Lloyd, Vera Allen, Russell Hardie, 
Zita Johann, Phyllis Joyce, Dennis Hoey. 
At Hartman, Columbus, Feb. 22, '40; $2.75 











top. 

Captain Applemate......+..e0-s Dennis Hoey 
Nicolas... cccccccccvecccccecs Ivan Triesault 
Don Juan....ccccsces coccccoeed Alfred Hesse 
Jeffrey Brandt.......cccccess Russell Hardie 
Maude Von Ullmann...........Marion Mill 
Niki de Vobourg....... eevee. Gregory Gaye 
Rex Wolfson......ssscceces Onslow Stevens 
Margaret BaveS...cccoccsess: Phyllis Joyce 
Corneilia Lauren....... weeescene Vera Allen 
Roby Lauren...ccccccceccess George Lloyd 
Nina Brandt...ccccsceccs ghawee Zita Johann 
Raphael...-ccece Ccccccccccs Frank Downing 
Ava Andrus...ee. ecccccceccoecs Mary Howes 
Native Hoy....sesceesseseess Jeorge Calvert 





Initial venture of author Andrew 
Rosenthal is a lot of show; too much 
show in fact. Interest in central plot 
is deflected by many unnecessary 
sideline angles. As result, play builds 
slowly, however satisfactorily. Blue 
penciling to place more emphasis 
on main theme would do much to 
step up pace, giving ‘Burning Deck’ 
better chance for a successful Broad- 
way engagement. As it now stands, 
show is not good enough. 

‘Deck’ is a new slant on an ageless 
philosophy: that the hope of the 
world lies in the dreams and ambi- 
tions of youth. Young Rosenthal has 
written himself jn the play as the 
boy who has a consuming desire to 
be a playwright, held in check by a 
mother whose maternal instincts re- 
mained at the babying stage. Part 
rings true, with the thinly veiled 
local references obvious to the first 
audience, 

Action takes place on a tri-level 
veranda of a small hotel on a Medi- 
terranean island. In its essence a 
conversational piece, the show pre- 
sents a panorama of unhappy people, 
retired into shells of pseudo-sophisti- 
cation, or inferiority complexes. 
Constant threat of war is merely 
something to tax the nerves of an 
already irritable crew. Dialogue is 
smart, frequently brilliant. 

Background is a story of Rex 
Wolfson, fired with ambition to write, 
deserting wife and baby son in Dav- 
enport, Ia., 19 years previous. He 
goes to London, changes his name 
and becomes a world famous author 
of successful plays. At the time of 
the play he is washed up. Quite by 
accident his wife and son, Cornelia 
and Roby Lauren, come to the hotel. 
Boy is a chip off the old block, wants 
to become an author. Mother, still 
heartbroken from Rex taking a 
powder for sake of writing, is at- 
tempting to dissuade son to ignore 
his dreams and go into furniture 
business in Davenport. Father, un- 
known as such to boy, takes oppo- 
site view. 

The two incidental plots frequent- 
ly overshadow the central theme. 
Jeffrey Brandt, who always has 
wanted to paint, had to be content 
with it as recreation from his school- 
teaching chores; his wife, Nina, 
fancies herself a concert violinist. 
Conflicting selfish desires wreck the 
marriage, Jeffrey being only too 
ready for an affair with Ava Andrus, 
yet attempts suicide when wife 
makes play for Wolfson. 

Composer Ava Andrus, suffering 
from an incurable ailment, must die 
within a few months. She plays 
rather badly offstage on the piano; 
is a nervous breakdown personified. 

As if two sideplots were not 
enough, author has added Margaret 
Eaves, star of Wolfson’s hit plays 
and his ex-mistress, who comes to 
the hotel to patch up a waning ro- 
mance, Curtain finds Roby winning 





over his mother, staying on at hotel 
for a fling at serious writing; Wolf. 
son returning to London for a re. 
write job on his first play and a 
comeback; Margaret going to 
America for a stage role. 

The one set of the hotel patio is a 
thing of beauty. Costumes, smartly 
tailored and brilliantly colored, add 
a refreshing relief. Preem found 
lighting cues muffed, offstage sound 
effects poorly regulated. 

Onslow Stevens and Georg. Lloyd 
are the standouts. Stevens, in the 
unsympathetic part of the play- 
wright, injects unusual warmth by 
capitalizing on his personal mag- 
netism. Lloyd is real in his por- 
trayal of the budding author. Vera 
Allen, as the mother, is convincing. 

Zita Johann is understandable as 
the young violinist, although she 
tends to over-emote. Russell Hardie 
is satisfactory as her weakling hus- 
band. Mary Howes, on two days’ 
notice, moved into the cast with an 
admirable finesse. Dennis Hoey 
fails in the retired captain’s role, 
primarily because of a _ noticeable 
lack of clarity. Phyllis Joyce con- 
tributes a definitely spotty perform- 
ance as the actress. Sans, 


Play Abroad 


LIGHTS UP 


London, Feb. 13. 
Revue in two parts (21 scenes); pre- 
sented by Charles B. Cochran; book by 
Ronald Jeans; music, Noel Gay; lyrics, Ian 
Grant, Frank Eyton, Arthur Wimperis, 
Reginald Arkell; settings and costumes, 
Doris Zinkeisen; choreography, Buddy 
Bradley; features Evelyn Lgye, Clifford 
Mollison, Martyn Green, Doris Hare, Phyl- 
lis Stanley, Valerie Frazer, Betty Shale, 
James Hayter, Gerald Nodin; staged by 
Frank Collins, under personal direction of 
C. B. Cochran, at Savoy theatre, London. 


Whenever Charles B. Cochran 
produces a show, it is a matter of ex- 
citing interest to the theatre-going 
intelligentsia. It may not be a suc- 
cess, but the premiere is always an 
event. ‘Lights Up’ was no excep- 
tion, and the audience was enter- 
tained by an elegantly and artis- 
tically mounted production, an ade- 
quate group of principals, some bril- 
liant lyrics, wit and humor, toler- 
ably tuneful music, a unique form 
of strip tease, but no midriff visibil- 
ity. , 

For the first time since the begin- 
ning of the present war, the British 
national anthem, at the conclusion of 
the performance, was preceded by 
the ‘Marseilleise,’ a graceful compli- 
ment to the French ally, which no 
one locally seems to have thought of 
before. Taking into consideration 
the enthusiastic reception at the pre- 
miere, the daily newspaper notices 
the following day, an arrangement 
with the ticket libraries and their 
report of an immediate demand for 
seats, the show is an emphatic suc- 
cess. 

The outstanding hit amongst = 
players was Evelyn Laye. Her bal- 

‘ numbers are, as usual, well nigh 
flawless, but her rendering Of. Ps 
comically pathetic ditty, a housew! e 
drudge, a swaggering Prince Charm- 
ing in a Cinderella burlesque and & 
nervous assistant to a conjuror place 
her in the front rank of character 
actresses. 

It is worth visiting the show alone 
to watch her characterization of 
Cora Pearl, a famous courtesan, 
whom history tells us was the mis- 
tress of Napoleon III. The chorus 
of the number is plenty off-color, 
but Miss Laye’s excellent interpreta- 
tion marks it particularly for its en- 
tertainment merits. Possibly, eve” 
more of a humorous attack is her 
pantomimic performance of the con 




















(Continued on page 44) 





eareernmeegae et: taedr oes som so 


oO f-'s 


—t- 


Serve renmeewtd @ Swett 








oes @ 


Shem 6 6 oe Fee we BS IS eS 


SO er 


Aw OW t SF et 


i 


OMe 


@ hee Seb ES 


vy 
ji- 
10 


yn 
e- 


ir 
or 
C- 


he 
l- 


ife 
n- 


ce 
er 


ne 


an, 
is- 
us 
or, 
ta- 
n- 
en 
er 
n- 





~ 





Wednesday, February 28, 1940 








Anti-Trust Fears Halt Radio's Legit 
Tours; Kiss Boys NSG in Stamford 








Plans of the National Broadcasting 
Co. and Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem to tour legit shows through their 

ts and concerts bureaus have 
peen relegated to the category of be- 
tentative. Slackening of activity 
reflect the sentiment of Federal 
authorities opposed to the major 
becoming monopolistic and it 

jg possible that attorneys have ad- 
yised NBC and CBS not to enter the 
stage end of show business at this 


tNBC was first to try legit, spot- 
ting a ‘telescoped’ presentation of 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ at the indie 
Palace, Stamford, Conn., last week 
in conjunction with a feature pic- 
ture and shorts. So far as perform- 
ance goes the experiment was re- 
garded as successful after the com- 
pany was whipped into shape, but 
those interested in the stage show 
came to the conclusion that the play 
is suited to sophisticated audiences 
rather than small towners. Stam- 
fordites didn’t seem to know what 
the play was all about. Proposal to 
headquarter the ‘Kiss’ outfit at 
NBC’s Pittsburgh station, KDKA, is 
in abeyance. 

As for the CBS idea of a tour of 
60 one-nighters, it was stated that 
publication of the plan was prema- 
ture. If the idea becomes a reality 
it would not be next season, but in 
future seasons. According to the 
system’s bureau, it proposes to ‘ex- 
plore’ the community concert field 
and expand its patronage in that 
feld. Prior to presenting attrac- 
tions, a spring drive for subscrip- 
tions would be made and it is too 
late this season to make such a cam- 
paign, since no plays have been con- 
tracted for. 

Report has it that CBS eased up 
on legit plans because of inability to 
secure plays. Station people say that 
is incorrect. Smash successes will 
be sought, it being figured that, 


Continuing ‘Girls’ 


George Abbott, who goes to the 
Coast late in the spring to produce 
the film version of ‘Too Many Girls’ 
for RKO, figures on keeping the 
original show running at the Imper- 
ial, N. Y., through the summer, if the 
World’s Fair doesn’t paralyze Broad- 
way as it did last season. 

Idea is to take it to Chicago, with 
intermediate engagements in. Phila- 
delphia, Washington, Pittsburgh, etc., 
for an extended run in the fall. 
Showman is understood to have a 
new book for which he hopes to 


| have Rodgers and Hart do the score 


for presentation next season. 


50G LEGIT NET 
FOR FINNISH 
RELIEF 


Theatre division of the Finnish 
Relief Fund has made an excellent 
showing to date and by the end of 
the week, when most of the sched- 
uled benefit performances in New 
York will have been held, the net, it 
is figured, will top $50,000. There 
are four or five more benefit per- 
formances slated, also others to be 


given on the road. 
Largest donation from one attrac- 
tion was ‘Taming of the Shrew’ with 











the Lunts. Gross was around $23,- 


; 000 and the net $15,000 performances 


though such attractions go to the’ being given for a whole week at the 
road after lengthy Broadway runs,! Alvin. Expenditures included adver- 


showing in the small CBS stands 

would not oppose road-showing by 

producers. Nor would such shows 
(Continued on page 44) 


SALLY RAND MAY 
GIVE ‘VANITIES’ B.0. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 

Deal was on the fire here over 
weekend for Sally Rand to join Earl 
Carroll ‘Vanities,’ either currently in 
Detroit or next week in Chicago, for 
remainder of revue’s tour. Need for 
_a name to give show some marquee 
pull has been evident during three 
weeks on road and understood it’s 
all set for Miss Rand to jump from 
Coast immediately. 

According to James Carroll, gen- 
eral-managing his brother’s produc- 
tion, fanner will go in on a per- 
centage arrangement. After Chi en- 
gagement, which is indefinite, ‘Vani- 
ties’ will head back for Coast, one- 
nighting through midwest, and wind 
up in San Francisco for return en- 
gagement. 

Susan Miller, femme singer, went 
back into cast in Detroit this week 
after being bedded in local hotel with 
laryngitis during entire Pittsburgh 
engagement. Marlyn Stuart, from 
the line, subbed for her. 


White Plans Reprising 











| tising, which was a_ considerable 
j item, stagehands and house costs, 
.which were necessary. Stars ac- 


cepted no compensation, but the sup- 
porting cast received salaries, al- 
though some donated to the fund 
voluntarily. 

Agitation in professional circles 
over the benefits for Finnish relief 
has entjrely disappeared. There 
were contentions that players should 
be paid for the performances and it 
was made clear that they could ac- 
cept pay without bias. Radical ele- 
ments were behind the petitions pro- 
testing the benefits and not all at- 
tractions played such performances. 
Average takings for the special per- 
formances was around $2,000, with 
musicals higher. Among deductions 


from the grosses was 15% to the 
Theatre Authority, which feeds 


theatrical charities. 

Revenue raised by the benefits 
was augmented by collections at 
legit theatres, girls forming a ‘tin 
can brigade. Money from that 
|source topped $6,000, mostly in sil- 
ver coins. Theatre collections, which 
lended Saturday (24), extended over 
three weeks, whereas theatre charity 
| drives are usually limited to one 
| week. 
| While the estimated net of $50,000 
|from theatre showings is far from 
ithe goal set, it was originally in- 
| tended to include the entire amuse- 
| There have been col- 





iment field. 
|lections in picture houses at various 
| points and other events staged and 
|dated, receipts from which are 





‘Scandals’ Next Fall tina‘ts: Finiana 
—— | 


George White, whose current ‘Scan- 
als’ is on the road, has already be- 
mg preparations for another edition 
the same show, which he hopes 
open on Broadway right after La- 


City 


He's gig working on the 
and is considering composers 
and lyricists, i : 


€cided, although he has several 
fads in mind. 


Mitzi Green Ill 


at Green, one of the featured 
th in ‘Three After Three,’ is out 
a show because of illness. Grace 
Ver Onald, who recently was in 
ed Warm for May,’ planed to St. 
in Saturday (24) to replace her. 
Mh * She'll probably be with the 
hana | two or three weeks, as Miss 
is reported seriously ill. 


Usical is slated to reach B - 
Way late in March. sia 





t Day, after a tryout in Atlantic 


Cast is likewise un- | 


‘Harry Segall Must Give 
Up $1,532 to Play Agcy. 


Century Play Co., Inc., won an 
award from the N. Y. supreme court 
yesterday (Tues.) confirming an 
award against Harry Segall, made 
by an arbitration committee, consist- 
| ing of Charles H. Freeman, Albert 
Maltz and Lewis J. Deak. The 
amount of award is $1,532. Judge 
Timothy Leary granted the judgment 
on default. 

The award is based on the uphold- 
ing of a contract. made Dec. 9, 1938, 
giving the plaintiff 10% of all 
monies received by Segall from the 
sale of literary material. ‘Heaven 
Can Wait’ was sold by Segall to Jed 
Harris and Lewis Milestone for $10,- 
| 000, which gives the plaintiff $1,000. 
|The balance is $502 due on 5% of 
Segall’s film earnings from July, 
1939, to February, 1940, and $30 as 
the arbitration fee. 














LEGITIMATE 
Scrap of Paper 











Broadway manager and a play- 
wright were discussing a director 
for the latter’s play. Producer ° 
insisted a certain stager be given ‘ 
the assignment, adding, ‘I’ve’. 
given him my word.’ a 

When the author replied that 
no contract had been signed,’ 
the producer explained, ‘Thai’s 
the point; I could break a con- 
tract.’ 





‘Dear Children’ Actors 
Receive Full Salaries 
On Cancelled Shows 


Full salaries were awarded the 
cast of ‘My Dear Children,’ which 
stars John Barrymore at the Belasco, 
N. Y., although the show cancelled 
three matinees during the past two 
weeks. Afternoons had been 








dropped so that the star could have} 


more time to rest, following an in- 
disposition that forced the show eff 
for four days during the second week 
of the engagement. 

Equity ruled that if Barrymore 
was well enough to appear in eve- 
ning performances he should be able 
to play matinees. In any event it 
was felt that the dropped shows was 
the management’s liability and there- 
fore the players should not be penal- 
ized. Understood that the star had 
ordered pay of six-eighths and seven- 
eighths for the last two weeks, there 
having been an afternoon per- 
formance Thursday (Washington’s 
Birthday). As he receives 50% of 
the profits, Equity regards Barry- 
more as part of the management. 

Both matinees are being played 
starting this week. 


MAYBE THEY FIGURE 
IT AS $1,096 PROFIT 


Despite the presence of union 
pickets outside the house, the Merely 
players, an amateur troupe, grossed 
a snappy $74 last week with a mod- 
ern-dress presentation of ‘Othello,’ 
at the Irving Place theatre, off Unien 
Square, N. Y. Simon-pure thespers 
figure if they’d acceded to the de- 
mands of stagehands and painters’ 
unions they’d have had to pay $1,170 
in salaries, 


As they do their emoting gratis, 
the $74 receipts were gravy. Louis 
Rappaport, lessee of the theatre, pro- 
vides free heat and light, and the 
author of ‘Othello’ naturally waived 
royalties. 


Robitschek’s L.A. Revue 
Folds After Two Weeks 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

Kurt Robitschek’s venture into re- 
vue producing proved as short-lived 
as his New York vaude revival. His 
‘Hit and Run’ extravaganza closed at 
the Mayan (21) after two slim weeks, 

It goes on tour in condensed form 
and then returns to a Hollywood 
little theatre for a stand. 
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Equity Grants 6 New Agcy. Permits, 








‘Passenger to Bali,’ the Ellis St. 
Jeseph drama currently at the Shu- 
bert, Boston, is slated to open at the 
Barrymore, N. Y., next Tuesday (5), 
with its present cast intact. 

Herman Shumlin took over direc- 
tion during the absence’ of John 
Huston, son of the play’s star, Wal- 
ter Huston, in Hollywood, but a re- 
port that Colin Keith-Johnston 
might withdraw from the cast was 
without foundation. 


LEAGUE MULLS 
W.U-S TICKET 
PLAN 


League of New York Theatres is 
due to meet today (Wednesday) to 
consider several matters, including 
the naming of a new governor and 
te further discuss the plan of ticket 
distribution through Western Union. 
Replacement to the board is to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death 
last week of L. Lawrence Weter, 
who rarely absented himself from 
meetings. 

WU proposes to handle tickets by 
orders on the boxoffice, theatres to 
rebate the wire company at the rate 
of 10c. per ticket. Plan calls for 
installation of direct telephone lines 
to the boxoffice which could be 
reached from any branch. When 
patrons would apply at a WU office, 
the clerk would call in and secure 
the location of tickets desired, there- 
by making out an order on the the- 
atre. 

Cost of the private line would be 
payable by the theatre, flat rate from 
Bell Telephone being $2.75 monthly, 
low price being based on the theory 
that only incoming calls would be 
made. 

WU has been operating in that 
manner for Madison Square Garden 
and the Brooklyn baseball team, but 
locations obtainable have not been 
the best, it is understood. Under 
the ticket code theatres are not al- 
lowed to rebate the agencies, the for- 
mer ‘p.m.’ system of favoring certain 
shows at the usual rate of 50c. per 
ticket having been dropped. Brokers 
have expressed the opinion that the 
WU proposal could not be adopted 
for the duration of the code, re- 








| Including MCA; Other Casters Burn 


| Bali” Cast Intact 


Legit casting agents expressed gur- 
prise and dissatisfaction when it was 
announced last week that the Music 
Corp. of America had been granted 
an agency permit by Equity, along 
with four wemen and a former 
caster. Equity, however, explained 
that the MCA permit is provisional. 
Under Equity’s agency rules copies 
of contracts with players must be 
filed with the association and, until 
such agreements are examined, there 
is a string to the permit. 

MCA. is the largest booker of 
bands, but has enlarged its scope and 
is handling talent for films, radio and 
the stage. Its talent contracts will 
be scrutinized to discern whether 
provisions are in accord with Equity 
regulations, particulerly in the mat- 
ter of commission percentages. MCA 
spokesman had stated that if changes 
were required they would be made. 
Leading casters are reported feeling 
that MCA was invading the already 
crowded legit field, although the ac- 
tive agencies are not confined to 
stage engagements. 

Only the preliminary report on 
agencies has been made by Equity’s 
committee, which is assigned to 
clearing up unsatisfactory angles 
both from the casters’ and mana- 
gerial standpeints, When the report 
is completed it ie intimated that some 
permits will be revoked, which 
would equalize the new grants, if not 
reduce the tetal ef recognized agents, 
who now number 28, inclusive of the 
six licenses issued last week. 

Inactive Agents 

Some interesting data has been 
obtained from the quarterly reports 
on the number of stage engagements 
secured by the accredited casters. 
Reports were required by Equity 
after agencies declared they could 
not operate on a commission of 5%, 
but do not enumerate jobs obtained 
other than legit. Reported that one 
agent has not placed a player in any 
play this season. Others are said to 
have placed -but three or four peo- 
ple, and several secured 10 to 12 jobs. 


Believed that the inactive casters will 


lose their permits. 

As for the four women (Olga Lee, 
Betty Raskin, Dorethy Vernon and 
Lora Arnold) who were accredited, 
it’s stated that they have veen active 
in show business, although not gen- 
erally known. Paul Scett, who was 
also given a permit, was fermerly a 
licensed casting agent. He gave it 
up and joined WPA. In making a 
request to reissue the permit, Scott 
said that he was returning to the 
only business hé was familiar with. 

In accepting MCA, it was explained 
that it has permits from the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians and is 
recognized by ether stage unions, so 
there was no reason why it would 





garded as a contract between man- 
agers and agencies. 

A bill was introduced at Albany 
which may handicap WU’s ticket 
plans. Measure would require the 
company to take out a license which 
costs $200 annually for the main of- 





fice and $50 for each branch. 





Some Equityites Criticize Dowling s 
Council Post, Claiming He's a Mer. 





Appointment of three members to 
fill vacancies in Equity’s council 
were made last week, but one was 
criticized among the rank and filers, 
he being Eddie Dowling, appearing 
in ‘The Time of Your Life,’ Guild, 
N. Y. The others are Bobby Clark, 
who is on tour with ‘The Streets of 
Paris,’ and William David, playing in 
‘Skylark,’ Morosco. 

Reason for the replacements being 
made at this time was the idea that 
the council should be at full strength 
for the quarterly meeting to be held 
March 29, on which date the nomina- 
tion committee will be named. It 
was felt that the nominating group 
is especially important this season 
because the election, which will take 
place late in May or early June, will 
name officers for the next three 
years. 

Replacement councillors are to 
serve only until] the annual meeting, 
a matter of three months, yet 
opinion was expressed that Dowling 
should not have been chosen because 
of his actor-manager status, he being 
associated in the production of ‘Life,’ 
also other plays during the past two 
years, 





| was 


| 
member of the managerial League of 
New York Theatres and it was there- | 
fore claimed he should not be on an | 
actors board. He is not a member of | 
the League, however. Equity leaders 
say there have been other actor- 
managers on the council and declare 
that a diversity of opinion in that 
body is preferable to the usually 
one-sided ideas of those who are 
solely actors, since the producer end 
of show business has its problems, 
too. Dowling is said to have ex- | 
pressed himself as highly honored | 
over the appointment and promptly | 





accepted. 


Reported that a petition is being 
circulated for a special Equity meet- 
ing to consider raising minimum pay, 
unemployment and the Dowling ap- | 
pointment. Should such a session | 
not be held, the salary boost is likely | 
to come up during the March meet- | 


ing. Early in the winter the council | 
resolved the minimum should be 
raised from $40 to $50 weekly, but 
at a following session the resolution 
virtually -reversed and the 
matter was tabled because of the 


Dowling was supposed to be a|controversy which developed. 


inot be recognized by Equity, pro- 


vided the same conditions applied as 


|for other franchised casters. 





‘BURNING DECK’ REALLY 
ON FIRE PRE-B’WAY 


Robert Milton has withdrawn as 
director of “The Burning Deck,’ 
which opens Friday (1) at the Max- 








ine Elliott, N. Y. Reginald Lawrence 
has taken over the assignment. Phyl- 
lis Joyce leaves the cast after to- 
morrow night’s (Thursday) final 
preview, reportedly over a disagree- 
ment about billing and because her 
part had been cut too much. Her 


| replacement is still not set. 


‘Deck’ played four tryout perform- 
ances beginning Thursday (22) at 
the Hartman, Columbus, and was 
slated for previews last night (Tues- 
day), tonight and tomorrow night at 
the Elliott. Reason for the Colum- 
bus booking was that Rosenthal is 
a native of that city. Local news- 
papermen tossed a luncheon for him 
and members of the company before 
the opening and he reciprocated 
with a champagne party after the 
preem. 


Leigh-Olivier’s ‘Romeo’ 
To Chicago in April 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

‘Romeo and Juliet,’ with Laurence 
Olivier and Vivien Leigh, comes 
into the Auditorium here April 17 
for an 18-day ride. 

Comes from San Francisco and 
then heads directly to New York. 
Entire tour wil] consume less than 
three months, with both Olivier and 
Miss Leigh then due back on the 
Coast for picture assignments. 
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Larry Weber, Colorful Showman, 


Sports Promoter, Dies in N.Y. at 68 


+ 


L. Lawrence (Larry) Weber, 68, 
died Thursday (22) of a heart attack 
at his home in New York. He had 
a varied, colorful career that in- 


cluded activities in many branches 
' of show business and sports promo- 
tion. Stated that at one time he was 
worth over $3,000,000 and, although 
his ventures in recent years were not 
successful, it is pe1leved his estate is 
substantial. 

As producer of legit shows he 
scored many successes a generation 
and more ago, also operating thea- 
tres on Broadway. For 20 years he 
controlled the Longacre, but foresee- 
ing a decline in shows, turned the 
house back to the bank. In addition | 
to his own attractions, Weber had 
interests in other managers’ produc- 
tions, preferring to remain in the 
background in such instances. 

Frazee and Weber 


At the height of his success, the 
showman was a partner of the late 
Harry H. Frazee. They cleaned up 
with shows like ‘No, No, Nanette’ 
and in sports. Their most spectacu- 
lar deal was made when they con- 
trolled the Boston Red Sox and sold 
Babe Ruth to the Yankees. Criticism 
was sounded all over the lot, but 
they proved the sale was beneficial 
to baseball, pointing out that Boston 
fans were not supporting the club 
but packed the park when the 
mighty Babe appeared there with 
the Yanks. 

Their other major sporting ven- 
ture was staging the fight between 
Jess Willard and Jack Johnson in 
Havana, when the former won the 
heavyweight title. Bout was slated 
to be held in Texas, but authorities 
“Opposed the idea. The Havana fight 
was regarded as ‘one of those things,’ 
sportmen believing that Johnson 
quit. 

Weber was always prominent in 
managerial associations, being treas- 
urer of the Producing Managers 
Assn. and after that of the Mana- 
gers Protective Assn. He frequently 
sat in on arbitrations with Equity 
and earned the latter’s friendship by 
his unbiased rulings. He was on the 
board of governors of the present 
managerial group, the League of 
New York Theatres, and many 
prominent showmen were present at 
his funeral, held Friday (23). 

Film Biz and Burlesk 


Prior to his legit activities, Weber 
was teamed with Ed F. Rush in bur- 
lesque activities and was one of the 
founders of the Columbia Burlesque 





Plays on B’way 


————— 


ANOTHER SUN 


(Continued from page 42) 

and it isn’t for films. That just 
about sums up the matter. 

Just about, but not quite. There 
is one notable element in the play. 
That is, it provides the U. S. debut 
of Hans Jaray, continental legit and 
picture star. While his part offers 
little scope or vitality, the actor gives 
as direct, sensitive and skillful a per- 
formance as possible under the cir- 
cumstances, and he has the looks and 
personality for Hollywood attention. 
His slight accent should not be a 
serious detriment. 

Otherwise, the only real contribu- 
tion to the show is a restrained and 
convincing performance by Johanna 
Hofer, wife of author-director Fritz 
Kortner and an actress of continental 
background. Whatever chance the 
other players may have had of re- 
deeming the faulty writing is stymied 
by clumsy direction. Although ‘An- 
other Sun’ should stir the sympa- 
thies, it merely arouses an audi- 
ence’s irritation. Ben Edwards’ sin- 
gle setting is serviceable, but Paul 
du Pont’s costumes are curiously un- 
attractive. 

Dorothy Thompson, who _ co- 
authored the play, was once evicted 
from the Reich when Nazi authori- 
ties objected to her critical writings. 
Like her collaborator, she presum- 
ably knows about Nazi terrorism as 
well as the discouraging prospect 
faced by those who have fied to 
other lands. But she and Kortner 
have merely outlined a theme, with- 
out succeeding in writing a play. 
One or two brief scenes are effective, 
such as that in which the refugees 
listen to the broadcast of Chancellor 
Schuschnigg’s resignation and his 
fervent ‘God help Austria,’ then 
stand and sing the Austrian anthem 
and repeat the Lord’s prayer. But 
even such a dramatic natural as that 
is marred by crude staging. ; 

As it happens, the only American 
characters are the two most ob- 
jectionable people in the play. Both 
are newspaper reporters, the girl an 
overly-gay busybody with an ap- 
parent yen for the refugee actor, and 
the man a booze-guzzling wise- 
cracker with an exalted opinion of 
himself and a habit of wearing his 
hat in the house and trying to talk 
with a cigaret dangling from the 
corner of his mouth. If newspaper 
people object to the way they’re 
pictured by Hollywood, the boys in 
the city room may as well begin 
picketing Miss Thompson. Whether 
or not she intended -it, she has 
libelled her own breed. Most of the 
cast tends to mumble intelligibly, 
notably Leo Bulgakov and McKay 





wheel, which headquartered at the 
Columbia theatre, now the Mayfair, 
on Broadway. He also was active 
with Richard Rowland in the forma- 
tion of Metro Pictures, now Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer, but sold his interest 
and remained on Broadway. 

Raised on the East Side, he be- 
came a messenger boy and that gave 
him a connection that put him in 
the tea business. With associates he 
purchased the entire output of Japan 
fields and became known as a crack 
tea-taster. He turned to the stage, 
however, being a natural hoofer and 
an accomplished banjoist. He ap- 
peared in what was the forerunner 
of vaudeville, teamed with Billy 
Crane, who later formed the Three 
Crane Brothers. 

Partner to Weber & Fields 


He was the third partner with 
Weber & Fields in producing revues 
and operating the comics’ Music 
Hall. In addition to the Longacre, 
Weber was a partner with John Gol- 
den and F. Ray Comstock in operat- 
ing the Little, N. Y., and was in on 
some Golder hits including ‘The 
First Year’ and ‘Let Us Be Gay.’ 
Among his own productions were ‘A 
Pair of Sixes’ and ‘Nothing But the 
Truth. When intimate musicals 
were the vogue, he came through 
with ‘Little Jessie James,’ which 
alone netted a fortune. Another 
show that cleaned up in which he 
had a percentage was ‘Burlesque,’ 
produced by Arthur Hopkins. Last 
attraction known in which he was 
concerned was “The Man Who Re- 
claimed His Head,’ produced in as- 
sociation with Arthur Hammerstein. 
It was a failure and neither have 
been active since, but that play 
brought Claude Rains to the fore. 
Weber’s illness dated back about one 
year, when he had pneumonia. 

He was twice wed, his second mar- 
riage to Edith Hallor, from whom 
he was divorced in 1920, drawing 
headlines through their marital dif- 
frences. They disputed the custody 
of their son, L. Lawrence Weber, Jr., 
now 21, and the boy finally was 
turned over to him. Said that the 


Morris. Hobe. 


| Play. Abroad 


(Continued from page 42) 
juror’s assistant, wherein the pomp- 
ous magician makes extravagant an- 
nouncements of the tricks of leger- 
demain which he is able to perform, 
and just as he is about to do each 
one, she throws a monkey wrench 
into the works by unwittingly re- 
leasing the mechanics, permitting 
the tricks to be performed without 
any help by the man himself. It is 
to considerable credit of Clifford 
Mollison, as the silk-hatted, serious, 
velvet-coated prestidigitator, that 
the uproarious comedy goes over the 
way it does. 

Mollison, the chief comedian, has 
a number with Martyn Green, the 
singer from the D’Oyly Carte Gilbert 
and Sullivan operas, called ‘C’est la 
Guerre’ which would literally have 
stopped the show were it not for 
the invariable rule with all Cochran 
musicals of not permitting encores. 
There are a lot of other artists, all 
of them fully qualified for the de- 
mands put upon them. 

Some of the sketches are brilliant; 
others not so good, but none of them 
long enought to be tedious. Scenery, 
costumes, choreography and staging 
extremely artistic. Jolo. 











court proceedings and attorney’s fees 
cost around $250,000. Miss Hallor 
was a Stage beauty and later married 
J. Francis Dillon, a Coast director, 
now deceased. Weber attempted to 
keep his son away from the stage, 
but he is currently appearing in 
‘Two On an Island’ (Hudson). 

Dapper in build, Weber’s appear- 
ance always attracted attention be- 
cause of the extreme style of his 
dressing, which belied his unassum- 
ing manner and quiet humor which 
won him many friends. In addition 
to his son, Weber is survived by four 
sisters and a brother, I. N. (Ike) 
Weber, who is also in show business 
and, like Larry, owned interests in 
a number of theatrical properties. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Liliom’—Vinton Freedley. 

‘Not for Children’—Courtney 
Burr, Robert Rockmore. 

‘Ladies in Waiting’—Brock 
Pemberton. 

‘Ladies in Retirement’—Gilbert 
Miller. 

‘An International Incident’— 
Guthrie McClintic. 

‘Higher and Higher’—Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 





‘Goodbye in the Night’— 
George Abbott. 
‘Worth a  Million’—Jackson 


Halliday, John Kenley. 





Legit Tours 


Continued from page 4. 














reach film release until after the 
tours are completed, so that the one- 
nighters would not be affected by 
picture versions. In the case of the 
Legitimate Theatre Corp., plays se- 
lected were not of the sock variety 
and picture versions were in the 
making or completed when the one- 
nighters were booked. 





‘Gone’ Theme of ‘Boys’ 
1 Reason for Tab’s Fliv 


Stamford, Conn., Feb. 27. 

Break-in of condensed legit, ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye,’ as film theatre 
stage attraction winds up tonight 
(27) at the Palace after week of dis- 
appointing biz and lots of lessons, 
but no final decision regarding 
merits of idea. 
It’s generally agreed that Ellen 
Spencer, producer-director of 65- 
minute version of Clare Boothe 
comedy, brought in show before it 
was ready. Also ‘Kiss’ wasn’t an 
ideal choice for family audience 
adaptation. 

Opening performance, played close 
to original highspeed lines, saw many 
women leaving theatre with their 
children. Resulting word-of-mouth 
was bad, and hurried toning-down 
of script by Miss Spencer didn’t 
remedy situation for several days. 

Although Stamford’s a good-sized 
Greater New York suburban city 
and has thousands of commuters, its 
theatre habits are small-town. ‘Kiss’ 
condensation demonstrated that av- 
erage picture audience is hardly up 
to such sophisticated stuff. 

Palace upped scale to 55c. at night, 
a 15c. boost, which also undoubtedly 
cut attendance. ‘Lone Wolf Strikes’ 
(Col.) was screen feature. 

Miss Spencer’s telescoping of the 
Brock Pemberton production used 
cast of 10, two less than in original. 
Two male characters, the magazine 
editor and newspaper publisher have 
been merged, and colored maid is 
out. 

Practically everything integral to 
, the play was in. Since Broadway 
| showing, of course, the project— 
‘Gone With the Wind’—that inspired 
‘Kiss,’ has arrived on the screen, 
and the quest for Scarlett is now 
past history. 

Michael Weightman-Smith made 
two serviceable sets, living-room 
and bathhouse. Between-acts change 
is of course a hurry-up because of 
brief intermission. Three perform- 
ances daily. 

Company, some from Pemberton’s 
touring ‘Kiss,’ included Grace Carney 
as Cindy Lou, Bruce Gordon, Vir- 
ginia Brown, Jean Cobb, Ross Chet- 
wynd, John Regan, Hamtree Har- 
rin:'ton, Wister Clark, Douglas Row- 
land and Pendleton Harrisén (as- 
sistant to Herbert Chittenden, stage 
manager) as the reporter. 

Whether NBC, which booked 
Spencer show at Stamford, will ar- 
range more time depends on analy- 
sis of past week’s experiment. Miss 
Spencer and network artists bureau 
have been mulling a radio-theatre 
tieup whereby actors will broadcast 
an original air serial mornings from 
a key station and appear in a con- 
densed ptay in film theatres within 
the station’s radius, 

Miss Spencer last season tried the 
legit-film idea with ‘The Last Mile’ 
and ‘Pursuit of Happiness.’ One of 
her major headaches is finding a play 
that has not already been taken by 
the films. 

Compromise idea of using her new 
medium to build national advance 
interest in Hollywood-bound plays 
has already been discussed with 
Warner Bros. 


FETCHIT ATTACHED 
Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Stepin Fetchit, colored comic now 
appearing in Chi with ‘Three After 
Three’ musical, was slapped with a 
$250 attachment suit here last week 

Amount is claimed for alleged le- 
gal fees due from Fetchit in an auto 
damage suit last year in the east. 











Literati 





Dual Attack 

It’s seen as not altogether coin- 
cidental by the American Newspaper 
Guild that Oliver Holden, executive 
director of the American Press So- 
ciety, assails the closed shop among 
organized newspaper editorial work- 
ers before the house labor commit- 
tee in Washington, at about the time 
that the ANG perfects plans to fully 
organize the N. Y. Times. 

Holden is a Times staff member, 
and with one or two other indi- 
viduals of that paper founded the 
APS. The Times’ publisher, Ar- 


 thur Hays Sulzberger, has informed 


the ANG that he will never under 
any circumstances sign a pact with 
the organization. And the chief ac- 
tivity of the APS has been to attack 
repeatedly the ANG. 

Holden’s declaration before the 
house labor committee, that the 
closed shop tended to interfere with 
freedom of the press, was disputed 
by Kenneth Crawford, new ANG 
prez, and correspondent for the N. 
Y. Post at the national capital. 

Declaring that the Guild has been 
victimized by the freédom of the 
press argument since the first day of 
the NRA, Crawford said that even if 
Guild members were ordered to color 
news, perhaps by their leaders or 
by a union, they would say, ‘Go to 
hell.” Crawford asserted the closed 
shop is necessary to the continued 
growth of the ANG, and to ultimate 
success of its efforts to stabilize the 
wages, hours and working conditions 
of newspaper workers. 

Crawford disclosed the Guild has 
about 20,000 members and 200 con- 
tracts, of which 60 provide the closed 
shops. 





Another Chi Peace Try 

Another attempt is to be made to 
settle the American Newspaper 
Guild’s 14-month strike against 
Hearst’s Chicago Herald-American, 
this time on the initiative of Claude 
Baker, prez of the International 
Typographical Union. 

Baker proposed that he, Milton 
Kaufman, the ANG exec v.p., and 
the heads of the five printing trades 
unions interested in the mechanical 
end of the paper’s publication get 
together to work out possible settle- 
ment terms. All those approached 
have agreed to the parley and will 
meet in Chi shortly for the purpose. 
As soon as a settlement offer is 
agreed upon, it will be offered to 
the Herald-American management 
by Baker, it’s understood. 





Nathan Goldberg a Suicide 

Death by suicide in New York Feb. 
23 of Nathan L. Goldberg, 36, re- 
moves from the ranks one of the 
best-informed labor reporters. Or- 
ganizer of the American Newspaper 
Guild local in Newark, N. J., and its 
first president, Goldberg had been 
until recently assistant editor of the 
Guild Reporter, official organ of the 
ANG, from which post he resigned 
to become publisher of a string of 
labor periodicals. : 

Formerly a member of the edi- 
torial: staff of the Newark Star- 
Eagle, recently merged wtih the 
Newark Ledger, he became a CIO 
organizer in 1937 and was assigned 
to Guild headquarters, subsequently 
becoming assistant editor of the Re- 
porter on a full-time basis. 

He was separated from his wife 
and had been ill for several years. 





D-D’s Seventh on S-S 

Doubleday, Doran last week (23) 
pulled a neat switch on a Simon & 
Schuster ad for Will Durant’s ‘The 
Life of Greece,’ using the same lay- 
out, but gagged up, to plug Oscar 
Levant’s ‘A Smattering of Ignor- 
ance.’ D-D’s leadoff line was: ‘This 
is NOT a Simon & Schuster Adver- 
tisement.’ 
; The ad took on the tinge of an un- 
intentional rib in its spotting in the 
N. Y. Times, directly over a Simon 
& Schuster ad on Deems Taylor’s 
The Well-Tempered Listener,’ a light 
tome on music and musicians. Le- 
vant’s ‘Ignorance’ naturally also in- 
cludes the same subjects, 





Indiana Dailies in Combo 

Combination of Warsaw’s (Ind) 
two daily newspapers effected by the 
purchase of the Warsaw Daily Union 
by Reub Williams & Sons, publisher 
of the Warsaw Daily Times, for $25,- 
000. The Union will be published 
as a morning edition, while the 
Times will continue to be published 
evenings, 

Ralph Nusbaum, editor of the Un- 
ion for the last 17 years, will con- 
tinue as political editor of the Union. 

The two Cambridge, Md., papers, 
the Daily Banner and the Record, 
published for the past 30 years by P. 





Watson Webb, have been acquired 


tby Arnold Daane. The new 
formerly was co-publisher a 
Austin (Minn.) Daily Herald and th 
Mower County News, Naane a 
cently with the Department o; Agri- 
culture at Washington, is taking os 
tive charge of the two papers, 4 





Colophon Suspends 

The Colophon, highest-priceg of 
all mags, is suspending Publication 
with the March issue. Altho 
selling at $15 for but four issues a 
year, the quarterly’s circulation of 
around 2,000 has been insufficient to 
meet the high production cost, 

Although publishing the works of 
well-known writers, The Colophon 
has been distinguished for its rare 
production. It’s long been regarded 
as the most beautiful and distinctive 
example of publishing. 

Founded about 10 years ago, The 
Colophon has been published and 
edited by Elmer Adler. He’s of the 
hope that he may be able to revive 
the mag some time. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Maj. Carl J. Kane, 46, superin- 
tendent of the Westfield State Farm, 
women’s reformatory, at Bedford 
Hills, N. Y., and former newspaper- 
man, died Feb. 21 in the prison’s 
hospital. He was formerly a re. 
porter on Kingston (Ont.) Standard 
and editor of the Lakewood (N. J.) 
Times and Journal. 

Charles D. Noyes, 90, prez and 
treasurer of the Norwich Bulletin 
Co., died Feb. 16 in Miami. Com- 
pany which he headed publishes the 
Norwich (Conn.) Bulletin, mo 
paper in that city, and Record, after. 
noon paper. 

John J. Nolan, 43, for the past 22 
years a sports writer for the Phila- 
delphia Evening Bulletin, died 
Feb. 15 in Germantown, Pa., after a 
long illness. He was a son of the 
late William T. Nolan, also a sports 
writer. 

Frederick A. Douglas, 79, editor 
emeritus of the Youngstown (0.) 
Vindicator, died Feb. 24. He had 
spent 60 years in the newspaper 
business, 35. of them with the Vindi- 
cator, retiring in 1936. 

Smith Freeman Reavis, 46, an 
editor and writer for the Associated 
Press for 20 years, died Feb. 24 in 
New York after an operation. A 
story written by him while he was 
serving in the Paris office of the AP 
after the war paved the way for the 
Kellogg-Briand treaty. In New 
York he was foreign news editor 
for the wire service. His widow was 
an AP reporter at the time of their 
marriage in 1919. 


John J. Splain, 85, formerly an 
editorial and feature writer for New 
York City and Connecticut papers, 
died Feb. 24 in New Haven. Fore 
merly on the staffs of the N. Y. Sun 
and the old N. Y. World, he was 
also editor of the New Haven Morn- 
ing News and of the Catholic Stand- 
ard. 





CHATTER 

Henry R. Luce has gone abroad. 

Philip Guedalla has returned to 
Britain. ; 

Langston Hughes is at work on his 
autobiog. 

Allan Nevins doing a biog of John 
D. Rockefeller. 

H. H. Van Loan writing biography 
of Rin Tin Tin. 

Ray Buffum at Victorville, Cal, 
writing a book. 

Howard Black elected v.p. of the 
Luce publications. 

Edgar Johnsons have a new Ss0n, 
Laurence Michael Johnson. 

Boston Transcript now has & Ta- 
dio supplement called ‘Radioscope. 

Sinclair Lewis has taken up his 
abode in Beverly Hills to work on @ 
play. 

John and Gardner Cowles, Jr. 
looking over Hollywood for Look 
mag. 

Adela Rogers St. John’s son, Huge, 
engaged to marry Josephine S. Mous- 
sette. 

Arthur Hartmann is doing & yer 
on Calude DeBussy, the poet an 
musician. 

Edward Davison, the British scrib- 
bler, became a U. S. citizen in Den- 
ver last week. ; 

Carl W. Jones, former editor of 
the Minneapolis Journal, sailed for 
Chile with his wife. 

Weekly, the Voice of East Rock 
away, started by Barry T. Mines 
East Rockaway, L. I. 1 

John Michael Strong's first nove’ 
‘Little Jesus,’ will be published this 
spring by Falcon Press. - 

Michael Hogan is writing By 
biography of Edith Cavell for Puy 
lication by Dodd, Mead & Co. 


John R. Hersey, who's 8 contrib- 





we 


bing editor of Time, will 
Frances Cannon in the spring. 
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FATHER’ A LULU 


INCHL AT 
$16,700 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 


nty of legit action is set for 
Pt ill With ‘Three After Three 

ming the Erlanger aotueeey 
(24), house went dark for one wee 
and relights March 3 with Earl Car- 
roll’s ‘Hollywood _ Revue,’ which 
comes in for a quick eight-day ride 

will be followed March 11 by 
Helen Hayes in ‘Ladies and Gentle- 





meThanks for My Wife’ built last 
week on word-of-mouth and _ will 
stick until March 23 in the Selwyn. 
On the day following, Cornelia Otis 
Skinner arrives for a monodrama 
rep week, and on April 1 comes ‘Key 
Largo’ with Paul Muni. ’ 

"New entry last week was ‘Life 
with Father, which rehabilitated the 
Blackstone and drew rave notices 
from all the reviewers. Oscar Ser- 
lin is ag ege wong | no bet nor skimp- 
ing coin to give this show every pos- 
sible break, and indications are for 
a solid run here. 

Other shows were aided by the 
extra Washington Birthday matinee, 
holding ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
to its high figure, and perking an- 
other grand into the coffers for ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Grand 
(Ith week) (1,300; $2.75). Held to 


- steady gross with additional matinee 


last week, taking $17,000. 

‘Life with Father,’ Blackstone (Ist 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Great notices 
for this show, plus powerful selling 
from the Oscar Serlin organization, 

ving this show every opportunity 
fy solid business. Got $16,700 first 
week after $19,500 in Baltimore. 

‘Man Whe Came to Dinner,’ Harris 
(9th week) (1,000; $2.75). Still high 
up in the bucks, holding to practi- 
cally $17,500 with extra perform- 
ance. 

‘Thanks for My Wife,’ Selwyn. (3d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Managed in- 
creased pace on good word-of-mouth, 
building to nearly $7,000. Will stick 
to March 23. Producer Bobby Craw- 
ford going east this week to arrange 
tour eastward and a s.and in New 
York. 

‘Three After Three,’ Erlanger (4th 


and final week) (1,400; $3.30). 
Finished stay here Saturday (24) 
and heads eastward. Held to the 


$14,000 mark last week, the pace for 
the final three weeks. - 


FOXES’, $21,000, TOPS 
FIRST PHILLY WEEK 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 

Both legit offerings in town last 
week rang the bell with robust 
grosses, higher in each case than the 
previous week. 

‘The Streets of Paris’ hopped to a 
tall $27,000 in its second week at the 
Forrest, easily justifying decision to 
hold revue for third week. Even 
more spectacular was upward surge 
of ‘The Little Foxes’ at the Locust to 
$21,000 from the first week’s $17,500. 
Standing room and extra chairs 
were the rule after Tuesday. Bank- 
head vehicle would have been a 
cinch for another fortnight. 

his week’s newcomer, ‘Key Largo,’ 
which opened last night at the 
st, had a fine advance and 
should be a solid click in its single 
week. Next week brings “Tobacco 
Road’ back to the Erlanger again, 
perennial being announced for 
two weeks, and Katharine Cornell to 








the Forrest in ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 


also set for two weeks. 


; Estimates for Last Week 
The Streets of Paris,’ Forrest 


(1,800; $3.42) 2nd week. Boomed to 


rousing © $27,000, justifying third 
week. ‘No Time for Comedy’ in 
Monday (4), 


‘The Little Foxes, Locust (1,500; 
$2.50) 2nd week. Jumped to sensa- 
tional $21,000 despite lower sub- 
scription scale and fact that Philly 
d entire house Monday and Tues- 
ay at bargain figure. ‘Key Largo’ 
Opened last night (Monday). 


‘Scandals’ Gets Big 





$28,000 in St. Louis 


G _ St. Louis, Feb. 27. 
me forge White's ‘Scandals,’ with a 
teb of $3.30, rung up the banner b.o. 
$28 { of the season with an estimated 
pe ae at the American for the week 
ti ite’ Saturday (24). This b.o. ac- 
pe y was accomplished in spite of 
a almost every day, generally 
weather and stiff opposish from 
& rodeo-thrill show. 
_znree After Three,’ with Simone 
Maret Mitzi Green, Jack Whiting, 
ary Brian, Stepin Fetchit, opened 


week stand S ; . : 
to $3.30 70 Sunday (26), also scaled 





‘ROAD’S’ STH BALTO 
VISIT FINE $14,500 


Baltimore, Feb. 27. 

Very rosy Pate | in legit doings 
here, with e Fifth Column,’ in 
currently at Ford’s as part of the 
ATS-Guild subscription season, get- 
ting healthy mail order and advance 
sale. Fulsome listing next week 
bringing ‘Key Largo’ to Ford’s and 
George Abbott’s latest pre-Broadway 
effort, ‘Goodbye in the Night,’ to the 
indie-booked Maryland. 

Last week, ‘Tobacco Road,’ in for 
its fifth visit at Ford’s, chalked up 
its biggest figure yet. Columbia 
Opera Co., in annual season of po 
priced grand opera rep. at Maryland, 
attracted fair gross. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Tobacce Road,’ Ford’s (1,900; $1.65) 
Amazed with biggest take of all five 
visits here. With extra-heavy show- 
time window sale built to solid 
capacity on weekend and socko $14,- 
531 (actual) as against $10,500 last 
time here. 

Celumbia Opera Ce., (Maryland) 
(1,530; $1.10). Annual visit under di- 
rection of Armand Bagarozy. Held 
up fairly well to $7,200. 


ERROR’ GOOD 











Boston, Feb. 27. 


‘Fifth Column’ again topped the 
town, in its second and final week 
here. ‘Margin for Error’ did sat- 
isfactory biz on the opening stanza; 
and ‘Passenger to Bali,’ playing four 
performances, tallied fair gross in 
its tryout. 

A series of storms dented biz all 
over town, and under normal cir- 
cumstances cvery show would have 
recorded higher figures. Good 
gauge of the storms’ effect can be 
found in the figures for Cornelia 
Otis Skinner. Where she habitually 
draws at least $10,000 on a week 
here, she could not crash through 
the $7,500 mark last week. 

‘The Little Foxes’ and ‘Folies Ber- 
gere’ came in Monday night (26) for 
three and two weeks, respectively. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘The Fifth Column,’ Colonial (2d 
wk) (1,643; $2.75)—Word-of-mouth 
and follow-up press is almost unani- 
mous for the players, but as to the 
play, the opinions are widely di- 
vergent. Practically all agree that 
Franchot Tone is doing himself a 
lot of good in the starring role. 
Final frame okay $14,500. 

‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (lst 
wk) (1,480; $2.20)—Well received as 
an unimportant, 
piece, garnering very pleasing $11,- 
000 on initial stanza. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Wilbur (one 
week) (1,227; $2.75)—Has a strong 
following around here, but many of 
the fans were snowbound, so $7,300 
was the best she could do. 

‘Passenger to Bali,’ Shubert (four 
performances) (1,590; $2.75 )}—Opened 
Thursday (22) after three-day post- 
ponement because of a shift in di- 
rectors. Play got dour greeting 
from reviewers. Took about $4,000. 


CORNELL FINE $23,000 
IN 9 WASH. SHOWS 


Washington, Feb. 27. 
Town turned out as always last 
week for Katharine Cornell, critics 
making an especial event out of her 








|star. Extra matinee Thursday 
helped up take to more than $23,000, 
great at $2.75 top, in National, town’s 
sole legiter. 

Current is full week of Cornelia 
Otis Skinner, who has _carefully 
cultivated town over past eight years 
into regularly expanding market for 
her solo dramas. Next week (4) 
brings ‘Streets of Paris,’ followed by 
Paul Muni in ‘Key Largo’ (11). 


Gertie Lawrence Ill 


No performance of ‘Skylark’ was 
played last nght (Tuesday) at the 





kept home with a cold. At the 
theatre it was said she would appear 
at today’s (Wednesday) matinee. 
Monday nights were dropped re- 
cently so that Miss Lawrence could 
have extended weekends, an extra 
matinee being added. Star is one of 
the name actresses who have been 
lending a daily hand at the Finnish 
relief workshop, Rockefeller Plaza. 





‘MAMBA,’ 9G, TORONTO 


Toronto, Feb. 27. 
After slow start, later offset by 
word-of-mouth that saw __ near- 
capacity business for latter half of 
week, ‘Mamba’s Daughters’ pounded 
across a winner last week. 
Drew approximately $9,200, good, 





at 1,45l-seater Royal Alexandra, 


$11.00 IN HUB 


but entertaining | 


first light comedy since eocervogey, hh 
(23 


Jan estimated $9,500. 


Morosco, N. Y., Gertrude Lawrence, | 
who is starring in the play, being. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Feb. 26) 





‘Abe Lincoln in Miinois’ (Ray- 
mond Massey )—Grand Opera House, 
Chicago. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner (monologs) 
National, Washington. 

‘Fifth Column’ (Franchot Tone)— 
Ford’s, Baltimore. 


‘Folies  Bergere’—Opera House, 
Boston. 
‘Hamlet’ (Maurice Evans)—Shu- 


bert, New Haven (26-28); Bushnell 
Auditorium, Hartford (29); His 
Majesty’s, Montreal (2-3). 

‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson )-—Taft 
Auditorium, Cincinnati (25-28); Hart- 
man, Columbus (29-2). 

‘Key Largo’ (Paul Muni)—Locust, 
Philadelphia. 

Ladies and Gentlemen’ (Helen 
Hayes)—Hartman, Columbus (26-28); 
Taft Auditorium, Cincinnati (29-2). 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish, 
Percy Waram), Blackstone, Chicago. 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead ) 
—Colonial, Boston. 


‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel 
Waters)—Masonic Auditorium, 
Rochester, N. Y. (26-27); Shea's, 


Bradford, Pa. (28); Erlanger, Buffalo 
(29-2). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 


‘ander Woollcott)—Biltmore, Los 
Angeles. 
‘Margin for Error’— Plymouth, 
Boston. ‘ 
‘Meet the People’—Playhouse, Hol- 
ly wood. 


‘Ne Time for Comedy’ (Katherine 
Cornell )—Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Passenger te Bali’ (Walter Hus- 
ton)—Shubert, Boston. 

Ruth Draper (monologs)—Savoy, 
San Diego (26-27); Convention Hall, 
Lou.g Beach (28); Lobero, Santa 
Barbara (29-2). 

‘Scandals’ (Willie & Eugene How- 
ard)—Washington, Quincy, Ill. (26); 
Orpheum, Davenport (27); Iowa, 
Cedar Rapids (28); Shrine Audi- 
torium, Des Moines (29); Orpheum, 
Sioux City, Ia. (1); Coliseum, Sioux 
Falls, S. D. (2). 

‘Streets of Paris’—Forrest, Phila- 
delphia. 

‘Thanks for My Wife’ (Alan Dine- 
hart, Glenda Farrell)—Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Three After Three’ (Simone 
Simon, Mary Brian, Mitzi Green)— 
American, St. Louis. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John 
—Playhouse, Wilmington 
Shubert, New Haven (29-2). 

*‘Vanities'—Cass, Detroit. 

‘Worth 2 Millien’—McCarter. 
| Princeton (2). 


Bennett’s B.0. Weak 
In Detroit at $12,000 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 
Although matinees held up well, 
| Constance Bennett’s ‘Easy Virtue’ 
| had little b.o. here at the Cass. 
House had been rolling along with 
| healthy boxoffices, but this one paled 
|/out on the evenings. With the eve- 


Barton)— 
(26-28); 








ng top at $2.75 and the matinee | 


j ni 
|peak at $1.65, the pickings were 
| only an approximate $12,000 in eight 
performances. 

| Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ came 
| Sunday (25) for a week’s stay. 


in 


| ‘Folies’, 914G, N.H. ‘* 


| New Haven, Feb. 27. 
| Roadshow of ‘Folies 
which had been playing a_ twice- 
nightly, three mats a week schedule 
on Broadway at $1.10 top, opened 
| here in expanded version at $2.75 
|top with good results. In for four 
| nights and two mats, revue captured 
Show drew 





plenty of comment from 
| angle, which didn’t hurt biz a bit. 
Current is Maurice Evans 

| ‘Hamlet’ for first half and “Tobacco 
i Road’ final three days. Preem of 
Dwight Deere Wiman’s ‘Higher and 
| Higher’ is set for March 7-9. 


Hellz’ Benefit 


Continued from page 1 














performances have been confined 
_mostly to Broadway, although for 


‘the past two years plays have been | 


sent to Washington for single show- 
ings in aid of the President's infantile 


paralysis fund. Out of town benefits | 
for the Actors Fund are also occa- | 


sionally held in other stands. 


Players are to be compensated for | 


| the Columbus performance, in ad- 


| dition to expenses. Figured that Pull- | 
mans and baggage cars will be en- | 


| gaged, company leaving after a 
' Saturday night performance in New 
| York and training back immediately 
after the Columbus showing. Two- 
| eights of a week’s salary will be paid 
ithe company but O. and J. will do- 
nate their services. 


Bergere,’ | 


nudity | 


in | 


,; (47th week) 











| Pacing. more than $15,500 in a small 
| theatre (Booth). 

‘Life With Father,’ which has been 
runner-up among the plays, but al- 
ways drawing standees, went into 
first place. by virtue of an extra 
holiday matinee and was clocked at 
better than $21,000. ‘Man Who Came 
to Dinner,’ normal leader, again got 
$20,500 last week, sticking to eight 
performances. “The Male Animal’ 
climbed to a new high, getting $19,- 
500 in nine times; ‘Philadelphia 
Story,’ now in its last month and 
nearly a year old, spurted to $18,000. 
‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more) drew its best gross at $16,000, 
playing only seven times, while ‘Sky- 
lark,’ still a favorite, slid past the 
$16,000 wicket in eight times. 

Last week’s entrants are somewhat 
in doubt. ‘Night Music’ at the 
Broadhurst, backed by Coast coin, 
drew a divided press and its chances 
are not too bright. ‘Another Sun,’ 
National, likewise seems in the 
doubtful class after mediocre notices, 
‘Reunion in New York,’ Little, drew 
a better press break, the refugee 
revue being rated better than its 
-first edition last summer. 

Legit season is due to dip from 
now on and the snowstorm yester- 
day (Tuesday) will grease the to- 
boggan. Two shows are due next 
week, ‘The Fifth Column’ (Alvin), 
and ‘A Passenger to Bali’ (Barry- 
more), though the latter debut ap- 
pears to be in some doubt. There 
are no scheduled closings this week. 


Estimates fer Last Week 
Key: C (comedy), D (drama), R 
(revue), M (musical), F (farce), 
O (operetta). 


‘Another Sun,’ National (lst week) 
(D-1,162; $3.30). Presented late last 
week (23). Notices were distinctly 
divided; better line on chances this 
week, 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th Street 
(12th week) (M-1.375: $4.40). No 


B’way Legit At Peak 


Continued from page 1 








extra matinee, but big holiday after- 
noon helped gross to new high for 
eight times; over $32,000. 

‘Helizapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(75th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Tucked 
away another exceptional gross, tak- 
ings being close to the $30,000 level. 

‘Leave Her to Heaven,’ Longacre 
(D-1,016; $3.30). Presented by Dwight 
Deere Wiman; written by John Van 
Druten; Ruth Chatterton starred; 
opened Tuesday (27). 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (16th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Was straight 
show topper last week; extra mati- 
nee on Washington’s Birthday sent 
gross above $21,000 mark. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (19th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
Played regulation eight times and 
maintained pace of over $20,500; 
standees right along as with ‘Father.’ 

‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (17th 
week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Improved 
further and registered count of $13,- 
500; played extra matinee; expected 
to stay well into spring. 

‘My Dear Children,’ Belasco (3d 
week) (C-1,077; $3.30). Best gross 
so far; gross around $16,000 mark; 
played one matinee on holiday, but 
both afternoons scheduled from now 


| 
| 


} 


on. 

‘Night Music,’ Broadhurst (lst 
week) (CD-1,142: $3.30). Opened 
late last week (22); press distinctly 
divided; better line on chances 
should be indicated this week. 
| ‘See My Lawyer,’ Adelphi (22d 
| week) (C-1,434; $1.10). Business up 

past two weeks, with gross going to 
| $7,000; strong figure at scale. Con- 
| tinuance of engagement not definite. 
‘Skylark,’ Morosco (19th week) 
| (C-961; $3.30). On three-matinee and 
| five-nights basis; one of season’s 

standouts, considerably up last week, 
| with gross bettering $16,000. 

‘The Burning Deck,’ Elliott (D-931; | 
| $3.30). Presented by Jack Small; | 
| written by Andrew Rosenthal; debut | 
| moved up to Friday (1). 
‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (7th week) | 
| (C-1,964; $3.30). Right up with! 
| straight show leaders; nine perform- | 
| ances last week with takings quoted | 
|at well over $19,500; best mark to 
| date. 
| ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert | 

(C-1,367; $3.30). En- | 
gagement will conclude end of March | 
with several road dates following; | 
| holdover bit went to $18.000. | 
| ‘The Weak Link,’ Golden (C-789; | 
| $3.30). Presented by Chester Erskin 
|'and Philip Adler; written by Allan 

Wood: opens Thursday (29). 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Guild (18th) 
week) (CD-956; $3.30). Slated into | 
spring period; has been averaging | 
| $10.000 and turning profit right along. 








{ 
| 
} 
| 








week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Came back 
and, although no added matinee, the 
gross was better than $11,000 first 
week in new spot; moved here from 
Broadhurst, 

‘When We Are Married,’ Lyceum 
(9th week) (C-1,005; $2.75). Low 
grosser, but house and show under 
same management and operating nut 
small; $3,500 estimated. 

ADDED 

‘Reunien in New York,’ Little (ist 
week) (R-532; $2.75). Opened mid- 
die of last week with fair press 
drawn; business after debut encour- 


ing. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (117th 
week) (R-961; $1.65). No complaint 
about business for labor unionists 
intimate revue; over $7,000; okay and 
profitable at scale. 

‘June and the Paycock,’ Mansfield 
(7th week) (D-1,014; $3.30). Revival 
of Irish play attracting profitable at- 
tendance; climbed to better than 
$9,000 and was close to that mark 
last week. 


DINNER’ STRONG 
$17,500 INL. A. 2D 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 

with Alexander Woollcott, winds up 
three profitable weeks at the Bilt- 
more (2) and after a week of one- 
nighters opens (11) at the Curran, 
San Francisco, for an indefinite stay. 
‘Dinner’ picked up slightly on the 
second week, due to Woolicott being 
back in the cast after several days’ 
illness. 
_ ‘Meet the People’ continues attract- 
ing biz to Hollywood Playhouse and 
has entered its ninth week. Rest of 
the town is dark. 

‘Man Who Came Te Dinner,’ Bilt- 
more (1,636; $2.50) (2d week). Heavy 
trade in last few days of stanza aided 
in garnering neat $17.500. 

‘Meet The People,’ Playhouse, Hol- 
lywood (1,130; $1.65) (9th week). 
Extra holiday matinee helped swell 
take to nifty $8,500. 


Costello’s IlIness Also 
Exits Abbott From ‘Paris’ 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 

Abbott and Costello are out of 
‘Streets of Paris’ here this week due 
to Lou Costello’s illness. Latter flew 
to Miami Sunday (25), returning to 
New York Friday (1) in time for the 
Kate Smith broadcast. 

Team rejoins ‘Paris’ in Washing- 
ton next Monday (4), Sid Marion 
and Cliff (Sharlie) Hall meanwhile 
substituting. ; 


‘Vanities’ Red Ink in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 

Not much solace for the Ear] Car- 
roll ‘Hollywood Vanities’ here last 
week. Rolled up only an estimated 
$14,500 at Nixon, most of that com- 
ing in last few performances. 

Started slowly but drew fairly 
good reviews, most of the crix point- 
ing out that it wasn’t as bad as 
Broadway reviewers painted. With 
subsequent word-of-mouth show is 
developing a fair b.o. draft down the 
home stretch. Too late, however, to 
pull it out of red. 


EDDIE 
GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 


























Now Playing 


HOLLYWOOD BEACH HOTEL 
Hollywood, Florida 


Mogt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 
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‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (324th 
| week) (C-1.107:; $1.65). Some weeks 
‘there is a profit and others some | 
loss. but engagement still indefinite | 
and road show is_ bacon-getter; | 
$4.000. 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Imperial (18th 
week) (M-1.468: $4.40). Jumped to 
| around $30.000 last week. attendance 
| being comparable to its best weeks; | 
| looks like summer stayer. 





| “Two for the Show,’ Booth (3d } 
week) (R-704: $4.40). Excellent | 
eross; over $15.500 in eight times; | 


| standees late last week. 
| "Two on an Island,’ Hudson (5th 





Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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Broadway 


Jim Thurber resting in Bermuda. 

Bill Lawrence battling a bad cold. 

Dave Mayer, legit treasurer, seri- 
ously ill. 

Matty Zimmerman around after 
hospitalization. 

Carl Krug, Par exploiteer on the 
Coast now east. 

Malcolm Kingsberg, RKO theatre 
exec, in Florida. 

‘Tiny’ Ruffner back in town from 
six months in S. A. 

Barrett McCormack, RKO pub-ad 
head, doing jury duty. 

Jack J. Kennedy, RKO London, 
sailed for England (24). 

Charles Pettijohn back from an- 
other visit to Washington. 

Dean Banker, Colombia manager 
for Metro, back to work. 

Frances Day back to England after 
six weeks’ vacash in Florida. 

Malcolm Ames, of Technicolor, 
London, in N. Y. for confabs. 

Martin Jurow, legit dept. head for 
MCA, to the Coast next week. 

There was a pilgrimage to grave 
of J. J. McCarthy, Sunday (25). 

George A. Strickler, Chicago Tri- 
bune sports writer, off to Italy. 

Sidney Phillips has bought house 
in the country, near Woodstock. 

Frances Farmer bacx to the Coast 
shortly for a picture assignment. 

Jean Arthur, vacationing in Can- 
ada, will head to New York from 
there. 

Rodney Bush returned Monday 
(26) after two weeks in Miami and 
Havana. : ; 

Zeb Epstin in Atlantic City for a 
week recuperating from a recent 
operation. : 

Fred Ullman, Pathe News editor, 
to the Coast this week for inspection 
of studios. : 

Leslie Whelan, 20th-Fox foreign 
ublicity chief, kept home in Jersey 
y grippe. 

Leonard Goldenson, Par theatre 
executive, returned from Miami over 
the weekend. 

Director William Wyler and his 
wife (Margaret Tallichet) on a West 
Indies cruise. 

Joe Roth (and Shay), long in Eng- 
land, back on the Coast, doing a 
single as ‘Marlo.’ 

Max Gendal added to Shubert 
pres department last week to 

andle ‘Weak Link.’ 

Rogers-Kellogg-Stillson, Inc., pub- 
lishing the Official Guide Book for 
the 1940 World’s Fair. 

Clare Boothe Luce sailed (24) to 
do a series on war-time London for 
her husband’s Time & Life. 

Harry Ham, London manager of 
Myron Selznick, Inc.,. returned to 
England for a look-see. 

Al Siegal, the vocal coach and ar- 
ranger, talking producing an inti- 
mate musical on Broadway. 

Bill Hardy in Hollywood to re- 
connoiter the proposition of a Coast 
branch of his Bill’s Gay ’90s. 

Mrs. Rutgers Neilson, wife of the 
RKO publicity representative, on her 
feet after long hospitalization. 

Howard Da Silva of ‘Two On an 
Island,’ has written play called ‘Off 
The Lot,’ It’s about Hollywood. 

Humphrey Doulens back at Co- 
lumbia Concerts after spell at Nor- 
walk, Conn., hosp. Sinus trouble. 

George T. Cameron, publisher of 


the Academy 


ime for 
wood in tim Thurs. 


awards dinner tomorrow 
day). 
H. W. Forster, who was kept home 
for more than a month by serious 
illness, has returned to his post as 
advertising manager for Western 
Electric. an i 
Al Selig shifting from exploi- 
tation to Pennsy division for RKO 
in order to be near his ailing 32- 
year-old daughter, victim of infan- 
tile paralysis. 
Jess Dimond went into the 
cast of the Maurice Evans ‘Ham- 
let’ last Friday (23) in Montreal. 
She’s the wife of Eddie Dimond, 
show's stage manager. 
Stepfather of Andrew Rosenthal, 
author of ‘The Burning Deck,’ is 
owner of Lazarus’s, biggest depart- 
ment store in Columbus, O., where 
the show preemed last week. 


Renee Carroll, Sardi’s checkroom 
siren, and Charlie Washburn head a 
coatroom gals vs. press agents team 
on ‘True or False’ next Monday o--er 
WJZ (NBC). The girls want to 
know how the p.a.s could be any- 
thing but on the ‘false’ side. 


Miami Beach 


Songstress Carol Guild ill at the 

St. Francis hospital. 

Benny Fields held over for an- 

other week at the Carrousel. 

Joe Schenck planed in Friday (23) 

for a visit with his brother Nick. 

Harry Richman’s opening at Club 

Boheme Friday (23) scored heavily 

with visiting mob. 

Nate Blumberg, prez Universal 

flickers, and Cliff ork guesting 

aboard Leo Spitz’s yacht in the har- 
r 








Sophie Tucker smashing house rec- 
ords nightly at Jack Dempsey’s bar. 
Edward Everett Horton doing bull- 
ist. biz in ‘Springtime for Henry’ at 
Community theatre. 


Selznick 


L___Continued from page 2__ 


Ford is being touted to take this one 
with ‘Stagecoach,’ but he will have 
to beat Victor Fleming, who handled 
‘Gone,’. Sam Wood for ‘Geodbye Mr. 
Chips,’ and Frank Capra for his ‘Mr. 
Smith.’ A lot of smoke is being put 
on for each, Fleming getting the big- 
gest play from the boys who are in 
the know. 

Hal Kern and James E. Newcom, 
who edited ‘Gone,’ are expected to 
turn in another win for Selznick. 

Sidney Howard, who died before 
‘Gone’ was released, will be honored 
with a heavy vote for having written 
the best screenplay of the year. Op- 
position will be furnished by Charles 
Brackett, Billy Wilder and Walter 
Reisch, who turned in the screen 
play for ‘Ninotchka.’ 

Felix Jackson is said to have the 
inside track for the best original 
story award for his work on ‘Bache- 
lor Mother’ at RKO. 

Color Award Too? 

Selznick-International should car- 
ry off achievement award for color 














the San Francisco Chronicle, with 
his wife on a South American cruise. 
Jack Robbins back today (Wednes- 








cinematography in ‘Gone.’ In fact 
it looks like Selznick-International 


day) from his Havana recuperative | all the way, with David O. Selznick 


trip with Jimmy Van Heusen, song- 
smith, 
Edwin P. Kilroe, 20th-Fox legal 
head, back at his desk an hour or so 
a day following a siege of pneu- 
monia. 
All the picture peoole in town at 


Dorothy Lamour’s cocktail ava | at 
by 


the Stork last Friday, sponsore 

Paramount. 

Joe Bernhard is now able to han- 
dle correspondence from his hospital 
bed following an operation and 
pneumonia. 

Testimonial dinner to former fly- 
weight champ Frankie Genaro to be 
held at the Platzl cafe, Yorkville, 
Tuesday (5). 

Film men who saw Ambassador 
Joe Kennedy off on the Manhattan 
(24) included William B. Levy and 
Phil Reisman. 

Comedian Danny Kaye's descrip- 
tion of his last Thursday marriage 
to Sylvia Fine: ‘We came, we swore, 
Wwe concurred)’ 

Al Tamarin named associate p.a. 
to Karl Bernstein, handling ‘Pas- 
senger to Bali’ and Vinton Freedley’s 
‘Liliom’ revival, 

Leo Rose, house manager of the 
Adelphi, leaving to become com- 
pany manager of ‘Heavenly Express’ 
at the end of March. 

Jimmy Walker’s debut m.c.’ing of 
the amateurs from the Loew’s State 
stage made quite a premiere oc- 
casion Monday night. 

William Fadiman, Metro’s easter 
story ed, returned to his desk Mon- 
day (26) after combo parleys and 
vacation on the Coast. 

H. M. Richey, exhibitor relations 
counsel for RKO, in Columbus, O., 
for the ITO convention there today 
(Wednesday) and tomorrow. 

Faye Carroll has rejoined the Slate 
Bros. act in ‘Moulin Rouge.’ She's 
Mrs. Harry Slate, and has been con- 
valescing in a Chicago hospital. 

Carlyle Blackwell, ex-film star, 
still continues making the nitery 
rounds, but now it’s business. He 
represents a wholesale liquor house. 

ock Whitney going direct to the 
Coast from Albany to be in Holly- 


topping off the evening by walking 
away with the Irving G. Thalberg 
award, which is given each year for 
the most consistent high quality of 
production achievement by an in- 
dividual producer, based on pictures 
he has personally produced during 
the preceding year. Selznick also 
turned out two other tops in ‘Rebec- 
ca’ and ‘Intermezzo,’ but with ‘Gone’ 
still breaking boxoffice marks, he 
can scratch these and sink the bank- 
roll on the Gable-Leigh entry. 

Annual banquet switches to the 
Ambassador’s Cocoanut Grove this 
year to get away from threatened 
picket line at the Biltmore, where 
| the culinary workers have a beef 
;on with the hotel management. 
| Switch has resulted in a slash in 
| free ducats because of the limited 
| seating capacity. The affair was a 
sellout a week ago. 

Crix Pick ‘Chips’ 

Newspaper Film Critics of Amer- 
ica voted ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ the 
best picture of 1939, tabulation here 
yesterday (Monday) revealed. There 
was no balloting on ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ by the 600 critics because the 
film was not in general release. 

Robert Donat was voted the best 
actor for his work in ‘Chips’ and 
Bette Davis the best actress for her 
performance in ‘Dark Victory,’ Ac- 
colade for male supporting player 
went to Thomas Mitchell in ‘Stage 
Coach,’ and for femme to Greer 
Garson for her part in ‘Chips.’ Jef- 
frey Lynn and Maureen O'Hara 
were voted the best chance to 
achieve greatest fame in 1940. 

‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ 
was rated second best picture by the 
cricks, and ‘Wuthering Heights’ third, 
Runners-up for acting honors were 
James Stewart (‘Mr. Smith’) and 
Greto Garbo (‘Ninotchka’). 











Paris 


By Joseph D. Ravotte 





Cecile Sorel off to Brussels on 
tour. 

Thirty-five American picts showing 
in Paris. . 

Jack Buchanan in Paris after tour 
of war front. 
Morris Siegel, 
from London. 
‘Mon Gosse de Pere’ opened at 
Theatre Danou. 

Alsacian t and novelist Rene 
Schickele, 57, is dead. 


Pic actor Robert Genevrier mar- 
ried to Aimee Lecore. 


eee oe off. to Brussels on 
tour with Robert Pizani. 


Michodiere theatre reopened with 
Jean de Letraz’s ‘La Familiale.’ 


Clemenceau’s image to appear in 
‘Untel Pere et Fils’ and ‘Brazza.’ 


French producer Andre Davin and 
wife to Genoa en route to States. 


Denise Bosc replacing Gaby Mor- 
lay in stage spy drama, ‘Fasicule 
Noir.’ 

Corinne Luchaire made radio de- 
but over Radio-37 with father Jean 
Luchaire, 


American acro dancer and contor- 
tionist, Barbara Le May, in new 
Medrano show. 


Edwige Feuilliere and Pierre- 
Richard Wilm doing ‘La Dame Aux 
Camelias’ at Bordeaux. 


Gina Manes, former bad woman of 
the screen, now working at Jane 
Stick’s hotspot. 


Robert Stoltz and Paul Abraham, 
music team signed by Irvin Marks, 
off to States from Genoa. 


Dave Rose, Par’s London boss, 
through Paris en route to aan to 
yest family arriving from ew 
ork. 


Louis Jouvet and Madelei.: Ozer- 
say unshuttering the Athenee to re- 
vive Jean Giraudoux’s ‘Ondine’ 
March 1. 


Jack Wilson, British singer, now 
most popular non-French entertainer 
in Paris, seen nightly at Le Boeuf 
sur le Toit. 

Grand Guignol, headquarters for 
Paris’ most gory and _ hair-raising 
lays, skedded to reopen soon under 
in Berkson’s lead. 


‘Remorques,’ with Jean Gabin, 
halted at start of war, being com- 
pleted without French star by di- 
rector Jean Gremillon, 


Rene Clair has accepted chair of 
cinematography at the Mediter- 
ranean University, Nice, where he 
heads new lecture course. 


Sacha Guitry unblushingly spoke 
on modesty over the radio, saying 
‘the vain have all the pretensions, 
even that of being modest.’ 


Other theatres to reopen are the 
Rejane and the Noctambules, famed 
Paris landmark. Latter opens with 
‘Le Loup Garou’ (‘Werewolf’), by 
Roger Vitrac. 

Film rights of ‘Marriage of the 
E»idemic and the Cholera,’ one of 
the ABC’s most successful skits in 
present revue, showing O’Dett and 
Oudart as Hitler and Stalin, bought 
by Ste. Cinematographie. 

Raymond Bernard sewed up by 
Societe Gibraltar Film to do ‘L’Im- 
passe,’ with scenario by Charles 
Spaak. Marie Dea, whose first big 
role was with Maurice Chevalier in 
‘Pieges,’ will be featured. 

Theatre des Optimistes, former 
Folies 39, opened for business under 
management of Maurice Lehmann of 
th2 Chatelet, with new revue by Rip 
and Jean Boyer, ‘Quelque Part a 
Paris’ (‘Somewhere in Paris’). 


~ Chicago 


of Columbia, in 











| _ Billy Carr, 606 Club m.c., off for 
six weeks of vacation sunshine. 

| Arthur Willi, RKO talent scout, 
| Stopped off for a 0.0. on way east. 


| Jules Pfeiffer, midwest concession 


manager, attending DePaul 
school during mornings. 

Ted Weber, of CBS homeoffice, in 
Chi for look-see of midwest publicity 
and press setup. 

Arch Herzoff in hospital for a 

checkup, with Jimmy Savage adding 
the Chicago to his regular B. & K. 
publicity stint. 
_ George Denny, Jr., of Town Meet- 
ing, presented with testimonial scroll 
here last week by Chicago Town 
Meeting listening groups. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Mrs. Benny Davis off for Palm 
Beach to spend remainder of the 
winter, 

John Maloneys—he’s M-G district 
sales manager—off for a month in 
Florida. % 

Lela Moore coming home to rest 
for month or two when ‘Vanities’ 
tour ends. 

Jimmy Fidler’s radio sponsors 
tossed a cocktail party here for him 
on arrival. 

Bill Zeilor, the Alvin manager, in 
Atlantic _ City convalescing' from 
pneumonia. 

Michael Whalen, of Jimmy Fidler 
unit, used to be a 5-and-10 assistant 
manager here. 

Harry Kalmine back on the job 


law 











with the missus. 


manager, 


with closin 
without Harr 


wood, 


stage subsequent 
‘Biography.’ 
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at WB after a vacation in Mexico 


Bub Miley, Johnny Long’s man- 
ager, has quit Shadyside hosp. after 
four weeks of flu. 

Flock of local Variety Clubbers 
plotting Mexico jaunt after Dallas 
convention in April. 

Chick and Lee vacationin 1 
folks here for few days following 
string of vaude dates. 

The Doc Rubins’ dotter, Lois, up 
and around sas after an emer- 

ency appendectomy. 
. Mg Lang, Earl Carroll stage 
a brother-in-law of col- 
umnist Drew Pearson. 

Eddie Casperos will increase pop- 
ulation in April. 
Steermans next month. 

Charlie Gaynor back to New York 
of his revue, ‘Thank 
Your Stars,’ at Playhouse. ; 

Joe Hiller shoved off for Florida 


with 


Ditto the Ben 


Feinstein. WB 


booker will follow him later. 

Rosy Roswells bound for Holly- 
with stopovers at Pirates’ 
training camp in San Bernadino. 

Pittsburgh’s VARIETY mugg and 
Stephanie Diamond Cohen are going 
to have a baby late this summer. 

With Director Fred Burleigh act- 
ing in ‘Our Town,’ 


Tom Wilmot will 
Playhouse show, 








Ray Carlin Ore 
Northwood Ins 


Szita & Anis 
Sylvia Lee 

Fain & Foster 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Gus Howard 


Oasis 


Estelle Taylor 
Gloria Miller 
Car-Lyle 
Leshonnes 
Charlie Lazin Ore 
Harvey Stone 


Palm Beach 


Parker Bros 
Dusquenes 

4 Dancing Jewels 
Monnie Drake 
Amos Jacobs 

Don Pablo Ore 


Huck’s Redford Ian 


Don Miller, Organist 
Londoniers 

Club Royale 
Moore & Revel 
Rajah Raboid 
Vicki Allen 
Diane Denise 
Chet Everhardt 
Preston Lambert 


Carrousel 
Ed McDonald Ore 
Benny Fields 
Alice Dawn 
Warren & Bodee 
Charles Fredericks 
Danny Yates 

Club Bali 
Jack Melvin Ore 
Harvey Kao Ore 
Don David Orc 
Toni Lane 
Temple & Jaran 
Del HBreese 
Princess Aloma 
Ruth Hazen 
Joey Cappo 

Club Belmont 

Wingie Mannone O 
Ann Pennington 
Margie Greene 
Ann Page 
Lane, Allen & E 


Club Continentale 
Alex Batkin Ore 
Joe E Lewis 
Frazee Sis 
Velma Raye 
(Rumba Casino) 
Odela Rosa Ore 
Felipe de Flores 


Club Ha-Ha 
Don Charles Orc 
Pat Clayton 
Johnny Mangum 
Tex Hendrix 
Bobby LaMarr 
Billy Herrero 
Lynn & Johnson 
Nicki Galiucci 
Paul Russell 
Norman Lewis 
Teddy Coppy 
Blackie Dennie 
George Kelly 

Dempsey’s 
Vaughn Monroe Or 
Vincent Bragale Or 


Sophie Tucker 

Billy de Wolfe 

Fepito & Carmen 
Esquire 


Jean Wald Ore 
Five O'Clock Club 
Walter Feldkamp O 
Sonia Zaranoft 
Raye & Kyte 
Kit Kat 
Hal Lane Orc 
Pete Clifford 
Ollie Bugby Orc 
Jimmie’s 
Bob Eastrnan Orc 
Rovell & Jeannette 
Michael Peyton 
Monahan & Morris 
Montrose & Pearl 
Patsy Marr 
La Paloma Club 


Ken Greene Ore 
Sromn & Brock 
Abel Barbuto 
Joan Latouer 

Club Candee 
Curley Brooks 
en Fries 
Texas Darlings (4) 
Sherman Bros & T 
Greenwich Village 
Ross, Lopez, Ross 
Lee Tucker 
Ixay Costello 
Mary Lopez 
Anton Cotton Orc 





Bills Next Week 
Reece from page 40 

















Royalettes 
Danny Demetry Orc 
Saks 
Dick Ware 
Flo Ash 
Don D'Arcy 
Jean Rickey 
Happy Hauck Ore 
Ban Diego 
J Coe & M Ann 
John Tio 
Francis Abella 
Rita & Ch Jenkins 
Karl Beaudrie 
eorge Presnell 
1 Alexander Orc 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Clyde Lucas Orc 
Lynn Lucas 
Verne’s 
P Marakoff Rev 
George Mack 
Margie Rush 
Rave Burke 
Capt Spiller 
Geo Alfano Orc 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Koom) 
Charles Auld Trio 
Bill Regula 
Roger Hoffman 


MIAMI 


Evelyn Clark 
Marge Ward 
Pat Doyle 
Peggy Zarrow 
Millie Ambrose 
Don Lucas 
Rachel Clark 


Miami Biltmore 


Max Bergere Orc 
Elvira Rios 
Castaine & Barrie 
Haskell 

Mother Kelly's 
Tay Voye Ba 
Owen & Parker 
Jerry Kruger 
Benrett Green 
Jack Reynolds 


Paddock Club 


Leon Prima Orc 

Frances Faye 

Lenny Kent 

Lewis Sis 

Rogers & Morris 

Pleasure Isle Club 

Teddy Howard Orc 

Jerry Reo 

Vickey Joyce 

Vivian Raye 

Violet Clemons 
Roadside Rest 


Tony Lopez Orc 
leon Fields 
Tudell & Jean 
Mitzi O'Neil 
Bernie Stuart 


Roney Plaza 


(Palm Gardens) 
Michael Zarin Orc 
Alberto Orc 
Georges & Jalna 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Terry LaFranconi 
Barry Devine 
Royal Palm Club 
Abe Lyman Orc 
De Marcos 
Tony Martin 
Terry Lawlor 
Wiere Bros 
Michael Loring 
Walter Tong 
Rose Blaine 


Sunny Isles Club 
Harold Hauser Orc 
Eddie Garr 
Robinson Twins 


The Drum 
Herbert Marsh Orc 
Yvette Dare 
Cross & Dunn 
E & J Corbett 

Versailles 
Judd Range Orc 
Sammy Walsh 
Caryl Gould 
Robinson 2 


Frank Talley Bd Romany 38 
SYRACUSE 
Andy’s Ion Luigi's 
Irving Jacobs Betty West 


Diane Wilson 
Ginger Mann 
Norma Stanley 
Gerry Freeland 
Mary Kay 

Les Hunt 

Jack Terry 


Prison Inn 
Mal Noble Orc 
Ed Jardon 
Raeburn Twins 

Renna’s 
3 Co-Eds 
Danny Boone 
Elsie Todd 
Dale Harlan 
N Meservey Orc 





Hollywood 


Charles Einfeld in from New Y 
ork, 
Sam Thompson recoveri 
heart attack, a 
Joe E. Brown home 
auto accident. 


Alice Faye filed for 
Tony Martin. 


Edward Golden in fro 

for studio confabs. m New York 
Oscar Brooks in from 

for studio huddles. 


Helen Vinson filed suit for 

ag Dey ayes wary Giveem 
ac riendler wild-westi 
B-Bar-H dude ranch. ne at 

The Pete Smiths celebrated 21st 

weree spamevetaaty. 
asi athbone nursi ma 
thumb, chewed by a cat. . ngled 

Cameron Shipp checked in at War. 
ners publicity department. 

Ben Kemper recovering from stab 
wounds inflicted by hitch-hiker, 

Willia~: Anthony M Guire back to 
work after 10-day battle with flu. 

Claire Trevor on three-month va- 
cation to recuperate from recent ill- 
ness. 

Henry Ginsberg checked in at 
Paramount as assistant to Y. Frank 
ream. mn » 

ictor McLaglen bought 20 mares 
to start breeding stable on his new 
Fresno ranch. 

Miriam Cooper Walsh filed suit 

against Raoul Walsh for $17,000 at- 


to mend from 


divorce from 


Mexico City 


||} torney and court costs incidental to 


divorce action. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Annual police circus will have a 
two-week run this year. Formerly 
ran but 10 days. 

The Carter Theatre Corp, in 
nearby Lawrenceville, Ili., recently 
organized by C. D. Carter, C. 0, 
Carter and B. N. Yosowitz. 

‘Ice Follies of 1940’ began six. 
night stand at Arena last night. Roy 
Shipstad and Oscar Johnson ¢co- 
owners of show, are also in it. 

State Senator Louis J. Menges, 
former film exhibitor in East St. 
Louis, mulling plan to enter Illinois 
Democratic primary for State Treas- 
urer. 

Sam Muchnick, assistant to Tom 
Packs, wrestling impressario, heading 
move for benefit for family of Ed- 
ward O'Gorman, stagehand who died 
recently. 

Richard L. Walker, gen. manager 
of Walker-American Corp., film dis- 
tributors, was injured seriously when 
his auto crashed into a_ concrete 
pillar on the St. Louis Municipal 
Bridge. 

St. Louis county cops are huntin 
for unidentified man who _ slugge 
Jake Weidneaur, 54, proprietor of 
Melody Mill Club, nitery. Weidneaur 
suffered fractured nose, possible 
skull fracture and lacerations of the 
face. 





Baltimore 


By Howard A. Burman 





F. C. Schanberger, bedded 
with arthritis. ; 

Cliff Jarrett’s choir singing inter- 
rupted by fall from horse. 

Ted Routson’s mother fully re- 
covered from appendectomy. | 

George Browning, former pix and 
radio ed of folded Post, editing the 
Home News. . - 

Izzy Rappaport and friends _cruis- 
ing in Florida on yacht. Will be 
gone three weeks. , 

Leonard ‘Chum’ McLaughlin pen- 
ning memoirs for ‘The Barker,’ local 
Variety Club organ. . 

H. L. Mencken, hosting the Gish 
sisters on recent visit here in Chi- 
cago company of ‘Life With Father, 
and attended his first show in 1 
years when he saw ‘Father’. 

Max (Oasis) Cohen making more 
room in his 16-year-old slum spot 
by pushing the ‘Stinkopators band- 
stand almost out in the alley. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


Sr., 








Tent vaude shows advancing in 
the corn belts. 

Josie Yahl, personal sec to Norman 
B. Rydge, Greater Union Theatres, 
wedding a non-pro. : t 

Mascot of the First Battalion 0 
the Australian Imperial Force is a 
Charlie McCarthy doll. t 

Clarence Badger plans pic soon 
National after long layoff. ig 
percent of the coin comes from the 
Government. t 

Williamson-Tait nixed , idea 0 
sending ‘Under Your Hat’ to New 
Zealand for a road spin. Show goes 
into the storehouse. id 

Removal of tax from lower-pe, 
workers is expected to aid fam. 
film trade throughout New Sou 
Wales. : id 

Certain commercial interests sa! 
to be looking for sites in Sydney an 
Melbourne ‘suitable for newstee 
houses. Since the war began biz has 
improved tremendously in the Toate 
reelers with timely war clips; hence 
this new interest. Two Sydne! 


newsreelers are controlled by my be 
and Greater Union on buying 
rangement. . 
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OBITU 


L. LAWRENCE WEBER I 
‘Lawrence Weber, 68, died Feb. 

at his apartment in New York , 

following a heart attack. 

Details in the legit section. 


ALBERT PHILLIPS 


rt Phillips, 65, actor who last 
Fone) as Stephen A. Douglas in 
Sherwood’s ‘Abe: Lincoln in 
Illinois,’ which chalked up 472 per- 
formances on Broadway, died of a 
peart attack Feb. 24 in a New York 
beta received his early training in 
stock companies in New York, Chi- 
cago, Cleveland, Kansas City and 
philadelphia. Subsequently, he 
toured with his own companies 
which starred himself and his wife, 
Leila Shaw. 
Born in Edwardsville, Ind., he 
achieved marked success at the 
height of his career, having roles in 





such plays as ‘The Littlest Rebel,’ 
‘an American Tragedy,’ ‘The Great 


ivide,, ‘A Royal Divorce’ and ‘A 


Fool There Was.’ 


On two other occasions he had 
parts in plays about the Great 
Emancipator. He was seen as Gen- 
eral Grant in John Drinkwater's 
play, ‘Abraham Lincoln,’ presented 
at the Cort theatre, N. Y., in 1919, | 
and had the same part 10 years later 
in a revival at the N. Y. Forrest. Of 
late he had done considerable work 
on radio dramatizations. 





JOSEPHINE AMOROS 


Josephine Amoros, 62, who once 
appeared in a standard trapeze act 
known as the Amoros Sisters, died at | 
her home in Freeport, L. I., Feb. 24. | 
She had retired about 15 years ago. | 

Miss Amoros came from a family 
that had been in show business for 
several generations. Starting at the 
age of five as a circus aerialist, she 
later formed a trapeze act with her 
sister Theresa and together they 


toured in circus and vaudeville more, L. I., Feb. 26. | ‘Professor Quiz; Rolf J. and Ruth | 
throughout the world. Her sister , Surviving are widow, two sons, a | Brine Kaltenborn, son and daughter- 
died some years ago. Josephine) g.uohter. Mrs. Ethel. McConnell in-law of H. V.. and Alan Lomax, 


Amoros’ late husband, Tony Wilson, | 
was also identified with vaude, hav- 
ing done a pantomime act for years. 

Surviving are three sisters, Char- 
lotte, Heloise and Lulu. Also a | 
nephew, Freddie Werner, son of 
who started in 
vaude 14 years ago. He’s now doing 
a single with Milt Britton’s band and 
is the only member of the Amoros 
family actively engaged in show 
business. 


HARRY JOHNSON 


Harry Johnson, 28, sports editor 
and announcer of KOIL, Omaha, 
along with the Central States broad- 
casting system, consisting of KOIL 
and KFAB-KFOR, Lincoln, died in 
Omaha, Feb. 19. 

Johnson, who had been with Cen- 
tral States for seven years and for 
five years had done baseball play-by- 
Play for Wheaties in addition to 
other sports broadcasting, had been 
ill since last June, and had had 24 
blood transfusions, 

He had worked on the Omaha Bee- 
News before joining KOIL and as- 
sociate stations. 


Widow and son survive. Burial in 
aha. 





HARRY D. MARRS 


Harry D. Marrs, 58, prominent in 
western Canadian theatrical circles 
for the past quarter century, and 
manager of the Orpheum theatre, 
Moose Jaw, Sask., died of a heart 
attack Feb. 16. 


for the past 14 years and prior to 
nd held the same job at the old 
tn theatre, Moose Jaw. Born in 
pi Iton, Ontario, he managed 
rs y-day playhouses in that prov- 
nce, and then toured Canada many 


ti 
; — as manager of various road 
“nows, 


ind Catherine, both of Hamilton. 
Urial in’ Hamilton. 
ceagBADANSI ICHIKAWA 
hoa! Ichikawa, 59, prominent 
ttt actor, died of gallstones in 
bs wg Feb, 23. He made his debut 
ane ut four years old, and in 1916 
umed the professional name of 


Sadanji tho A se 
hashi, te -U&e born Eijiro Taka-' 4. C. Neale, 74, vet film exhibitor give ‘A happy, informal program of 


Sal, He was fifth generation of his 
a to take the name of Sadanji and 
yo the Kabuki school, outstand- 

8 classical drama group in Japan. 


se Personal friend of U. S. Am- | 


cen Joseph C. Grew, he was 
ion ainted with many other Amer- 
cident and did much to foster Oc- 
Saete al drama in Japan. He had 
Drecer,, % number of Ibsen plays 
€sented in Tokyo, 


‘company, succumbed to a heart at- | 


, year and former office man for film 


| by carbon 








Lecture Boom 


.. Continued from page 1 _ 





ARIES 


‘RAFFLES BILL’ 

"Raffles Bill, 45, former circus 
performer, who in recent years Oop- 
erated a circus cabaret in Berlin, 
died of a stomach ailment in that puyreaus for next year is that of Co- 
city Feb. 21. Born Andreas Aglas- jymbia Broadcasting, which was re- 
singer in the same Austrian town as cently organized. It presents a list 
Hitler, Braunau-on-the-Inn, he was of speakers more distinguished for 





| Saturday Evening Post ig now in the 
| process of preparing one. Several 
new booking agencies have also 
sprung up as a reflection of fhe 
boom. : 
Important addition among the 


associated with the world’s leading , its length than its quality, although, ' 


circuses as a cowboy, sharpshooter according to Isabel R. Scott, the 


_and bareback rider. Most of his ac- | director, many additions are yet to 


complishments were picked up in be made. 

America. are Kaltenborn, Fime* avis, Orson 
He worked in Hollywood before Welles, Louis Bromfic!c and George 

returning to Germany, where he con- Jessel. 

fined his talents for the most part to, Spielers and Press Avents 


vaude lle and films. | Others who will flaunt the CBS 
| pennant in the world affairs category 
REUBEN SAMUELS |are correspondent Howard Pierce 
, | Davis, Bill Henry and Lenton Wells 

Reuben Samuels, 62, who headed , ? : 
: eee . and public events announcer Bob 
the Samuels Agency, prominent out. Paul White, CBS director of 


sho siness insurance | A : . ; 
New York show bu - ” | public affairs, is also being offered, 


Heading the CBS catalog 





tack in Miami Beach Feb. 23. On| Speaking on ‘The Fourth Front— 
: | Propaganda.’ 


vacation at the Florida resort at the |” dee the teevet-coorte-ctenin ae 


oo ot death, hip home was in | partment, CBS presents Larry Nixon, 
: ; r , , | former p.a., radio writer and author; 
Funeral services and burial in! ajice Marble, tennis champion, and 


N. Y. Monday (26). Survivors are Carveth Wells, in addition to lesser- 
his widow and three daughters. knowns. 


LAWRENCE HOLTHAUS ; taken care of by CES with John An- 


Lawrence Holthaus, 36, manager | Serson, foe ee Pbrcnagy of = N. Y. 
of the Highland theatre, Ft. Thomas, | pon aig . a ae Louis emg on 
Ky., Cincinnati suburb, for the past %82¢ Cowl, Olin Downes, music critic 


and Louis Untermeyer. Welles—at 
an asking price of $1,500 per—is 
being offered for onl; a_ limited 
number of dates. fn attempt is 
being made ti work out a plan of 
substituting a group of Mercury 
Theatre players when Weiles can't 
fill an engagement. 

In other fields, CBS has Prof. Wal- 
iter B. Pitkin, author of ‘Life Begins 
'at 40; Schiaparelli, the Parisian 


exchanges in Cincy, was asphyxiated 
monoxide gas in the 
garage of his home Feb. 20. Coroner’s 
verdict was accidental death. At one | 
time Holthaus was with the Ross- 
Federal agency in Cincy. 


Survived by widow and a son. 








HARRY FOSTER 


Harry Foster, 57, horseman who r : 
had been with Buffalo Bill and the | Coutouriere, making her platform 
Miller Bros. 101 Ranch shows, | debut; George Jessel; Dr. Craig 


|among others, died in North Beil- | Earl, better known on the radio as 





wife of N. Y. Councilman John H._| f!k_music specialist of the Library 

McConnell, and eight grandchildren. | °f Congress. 
‘All Agents Got Roosevelts’ 

eat Well-represented on_ platforms 

JOHN C, DALY /next season will be the Roosevelt 

John C. (Jack) Daly, 57 one-time | clan. Latest addition is Elliott, son 

boxoffice man for Sullivan & Consi- | of the President. Others are Mrs. 

dine, later in vaude in ‘The Pool- | F. D. R., Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, 

room’ and midwest manager of ‘The | Jr.. Alice Roosevelt Longworth, and 

Birth of a Nation’ when it was first | Leila Roosevelt ‘(adventure-seeking 


Drama-music-literature are being 


|of the N. Y. Times, Sigmund Spaeth | 


roadshown, died Feb. 22 at a Mil- 
waukee hospital. 
His last job in show biz was with 


‘the WPA theatre project in the Wis- 


consin city. 





RICHARD BLAKER 


wife of Armand Denis). Amusing is 


WHAT THEY THINK 


| Kirstein on Ballets and Unions ‘, villian. . Recently, as result of my 
New York. (mimicking the voices of President 
Editor, Variery:: °° :- _: + “| Roosevelt and' other world leaders 
ME ete g lewd ea Mie ay 
y whic oys’ ont erican, reel for: Kin res Syndicate,’ 
dancers, Neslanert ae A and; Wes called upon by thé Américan 
choreographers, 1 should. like to Dress' Manufactuters to prodiicé' a 
bring to the attention of our dance | Similar burlesque newsreel dupli- 
audience certain alarming discrep- 'caiing the voices of Recosevelt, Gar- 
ancies in the vital problem of labor "¢r. Smith, Hull, Cham>erlain, Mus- 
relations in the field of the ballet. — had and Stalin for the Tex- 
A year ago, hearing the American | tile Industry as a sales promotion 
Guild of Musical Artists was prepar- ‘idea. This newsreel was exhibited 
ing to unionize this field, without | °¢ their convention in the Waldorf- 
compulsion and on my own initia. StOTia. | 
tive, I approached Mr. Ted Carr, the. /h¢ point 1 wish to stress is that 
organizer, to mzke a contract for my | this new medium of entertainment 
Amcrican Ballet Caravan. This was. replaced 8 $1,500 stage show which 
done in time for our season with the | ™OM€Y might have gone to ‘flesh tal- 
American Lyric Theatre at the Mar- — As result of this cinematic 
tin Beck last May. Our contract | showing J on ee being called upon 
cnecified that we pay $20 a week for | by the National Packaging Business 
rehearsal periods, and a minimum of to make a like newsreel for their in- 
308 o week on the reed. Gtk oer. | dustry. This will again deprive live 
tain restrictions on traveling and re- beriarinan, SC 0 Sees eee 
; — I am taking the pains of reporting 
hearsal time. 
i. ies te Casares. die these events to VARIETY, knowing if 
deel the eutind teanmenia you detect any particular menace in 
nental | this substituted f f ent - 
orm of entertain 
tour from New York to Vancouver ment you will, having my fello 
and kack. The unionization of the_ artists’ welfare 26 net Medios rat 
pon Autom ae ed of this fact. Perhaps they can do 
on previous tours, but it is my sale regione ee ee 
ion and experience that, everything | citi: ete Boran. ’ 
else aside, it is more convenient to | abetted i 
work on these terms. At the time | Idaho Rates the Billing 
of this tour, the following com- | Boise, Idaho. 
panies were also either on the road ; Ediior, Variety 
or preparing to go on the road: the Wish to call your attention to an 
Monte Carlo Ballet, the Littlefield | error appearing in the Feb. 14 issue 
‘Ballet, the Jooss Ballet. the San |Of VARIETY 
| Eoeneiens fag ie Kurt _ | He Sone ot the film ‘North- 
" awn’s ale | wes assage,’ which held its pre- 
| Dancers. None of these groups had | miere in this city last night (20), 
_a@ union contract. ‘bears the quotation, ‘The cameramen 
| I was assured constantly by Mr. | take fullest advantage of the beau- 
| Carr that every attempt would be ties of the Wyoming location to pro-' 
made to AGMAtize these groups.’ vide an eye-filling setting for the 
Due to internal conditions in AGMA, dramatic action.’ 
nin I oo cage — a | P For your information, ‘Northwest 
i been improved, e onte Carlo Passage’ was filmed at McCall, 
came lige ong ge tengtiog without | Idaho, which is located 110 miles 
so much as a picket line or sym- north of Boise, Idaho, on the shores 
pathetic protest from any of the af- | of Payette Lakes, and is at least 500 
filiated Musicians, Wardrobe, Stage- miles from the nearest part of 
hands, or Company Managers Unions, Wyoming, air-line. 
ostensibly affiliated with AGMA. At | Leroy F. Sutherland. 
the time of my tour, the American| (Boise District, C. C. C. office of 
Ballet Caravan was virtually a com- ! Dist. Commander). 
pany union, and as such frowned on | 


by the Wagner Act, since it was the | Detroit Symphony Gets 


only company traveling which had | 
Its 46G, Will Continue 


any union. | 
It is not easy to finance weeks of | : 
Deiroit, Feb. 27. 
The drive to save Detroit’s Sym- 


ussian | Phony Orchestra ended successfully. 


E35 aa t 








work for American dancers on an | 
American standard of living. The} 


prestige of the international R 
companies is so great that $22.50 a 
week is considered average corps de 
ballet fair pay for a three-year con- | 

In an effort to get a one-woman | tract, without restrictions as to re- | 
platform personality to compete with | phearsal time or traveling conditions. | 
|\the veteran Ruth Draper and Cor- Indeed, in some cases, American | 


| the fact that each is booked by a 
different bureau, which has led to 
' the crack: ‘All agents got Roosevelts.’ 


The necessary $46,000 was raised and 


the combo will be able to round out 
its concert season as scheduled. 
Popular solicitations will be con- 
tinued through the newly organized 
Friends of the Detroit Symphony Or- 


| screen actor, 
| home in Los Angeles. 


Survived by two sisters, Theresa | 


Richard Blaker, 50, British novel- | nelia Otis Skinner, Sheila Barrett is 
ist and screen writer, died Feb. 17 | being sent on an extensive cross- 
in Hollywood after a heart attack. |country trek by agent Harold R. 
Among his most popular novels were Peat. Long-time star of Radio City’s 
‘Pegasus He Rode’ and ‘Here Lies a | Rainbow Room nitery in New York, 
Most Beautiful Lady.’ His last screen | Miss Barrett will give from one to 


assignment was with Samuel Gold- | two hours of her satirical imper- | 


wyn on ‘MacIntosh.’ | sonations. 
Surviving are his widow and a | High interest, although only a 
daughter. medium price tag, attaches’ to 


GEORGE PERIOLAT 


Lothrop Stoddard for next year. 
Stoddard has just returned from 
Periolat, 64, stage and |Germany, where he had one of Hit- 
OS . - iler’s few ‘non-official’ audiences 
died b. 20 at his | ; 
a om He also talked to Goebbels, von Rib- 
bentrop and other Nazi biggies. Al- 


George 


As a legit player on Broadway he 


| appeared with Otis Skinner, Julia ber & Wickes, Inc., of Boston, is 


He started | handling him. 

Quick flash for whatever dates can 
be obtained for the remainder of this 
season is Capt. J. A, Gainard, cap- 


Arthur and other stars. 
his film career with the old Essanay | 
company in Chicago and moved to 
Hollywood in 1911. 


PEARL YOUNG 


Mrs. Ernie (Pearl) Young, 54, wife 
|of fair agent and booker of Chicago, 
died in Albuquerque, N. M., Feb. 
21. She had been associated with 
her husbend in Chicago fair book- 
ing for years. 

Burial in Memphis. 


ture by the Germans. 
Dot Thompson and Moss Hart 

Dorothy Thompson, who has con- 
s.istently refused almost fabulous 
| prices for single engagements, is be- 
ling kind of tentatively offered. Wil- 
‘liam B. Feakins, her agent, in his 
advertising states: ‘An occasional en- 
gagement may be arranged’ and puts 
‘may’ in italics. 

Moss Hart will talk on either of 
two subjects, according to the wishes 
of his audience. First is ‘Experiences 
in the Theatre’ and the second, 
‘Playwrighting.’ In the latter he will 
‘discuss his own plays in particular 
and stagecraft and acting in general.’ 
Frank Crumit and Julia Sanderson 
(Mr. and Mrs.) it is advertised, will 





DALE BAXTER 


Baxter Pickering, 42, who wrote 
radio continuities under tie name 
of Dale Baxter, committed suicide in 
'his New York apartment Feb. 23. 
Widow and daughter survive. 
| Further details in radio section. 








H. C. NEALE 


of Mayfield, Ky., died in an East St. | giversions, including songs from their 
Louis hospital last week from auto immortal stage hits, amusing tales 
| crash a about theatrical days and behind the 

scenes in‘ the radio studios.’ 

Newcomer from the newspaper 
field is ‘Bugs’ Baer, Hearst columnist, 
who will take a limited number of 
dates. Vyvyan Donner, Fox-Movie- 
tone fashion commentator, is taking 
lout clips from her newsreels. 


Mrs. Carrie E. Whitaker, 83, 
mother of Willet Whitaker, harpist, 
died Feb. 21 in Los Angeles. 


—--— 


Father, 84. of Max Richard, agent, 
died in New York Feb. 20. 





|tain of the City of Flint, freighter | 
iwhish recently returned after cap- 
Marrs had managed the Orpheum | 


daneave ave 60 fertanate on 2 thet | chestra, under the direction of Edgar 














: Sie ..| A, Guest, Free Press jongleur, with 
selves pay for the privilege of their. . , 
| presence in the Russian troupes. fet —ge! ya eats at minimum 
| Now the Monte Carlo returns to, +5 P 
iNew York for its spring season, 
| without a union contract. What is BIRTHS 

| the attitude ef the American dancers} wr. and Mrs. Harold Norman, son, 
and members of the dance audience | jy Wichita, Feb. 14. Father is staff 
| to be? Actually, AGMA is in the! announcer for KFH, Wichita. 
| unenviable position of suppressing | Mr. and Mrs. Norman Elson, son, 
| our native troupes, whether wilfully | in New York, Feb. 20. Father is 
or not. The foreign ballet companies, | general sales manager for Film Al- 
due to their staggering subsidy, ac- | liance. 

cumulated reputation, and highly Mr. and Mrs. Dick Mason, son, in 
commercialized exploitation, have | Inglewood, Cal., Feb. 19. Father is 
an overwhelming advantage over the | film and stage actor. 
native product. But due to their | Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Sinnett, son, 
low labor costs, they can compete in! in Los Angeles, Feb. 20. Father is 


the American market and defeat the | assistant manager . of Warners’ 
less secure American groups, both Hollywood theatre. 
by prestige and by pay. Mr. and Mrs. Mannie Steinberg, 


The only other American company twin daughters, in Pittsburgh, Feb. 
which is unionized under an AGMA , 15. Father's an indie exhib there. 
contract is the Ballet Theatre, whose Mr. and Mrs. Roy Miller, daughter, 
| highly successful first season has |!" Omaha, recently. Father is mana- 
| been recently concluded at the Cen- ke of Universal’s Kansas City ex- 

ter Theatre. The Ballet Theatre Change. 

paid its dancers above my contract,| Mr. and Mrs. Chet Huntley, daugh- 
j but has not as yet toured. The Bal- ter, in Glendale Cal., Feb. 21. Father 
‘tet Theatre and the American Ballet ‘8 announcer at KNX, Los Angeles. 
‘Caravan have upheld a standard!  Mr.and Mrs. Lou Gray, son, in 
which one hopes is not imaginary. Hollywood, Feb, 22. Father is as- 
‘But unless AGMA protects its own, ‘i8tant producer at Republic. 

\the foreign companies can take ad- |. Mr. and Mrs. Ward ged son, 
vantage of the situation and further !” New York, Feb, 22. ather is 
retard the American Dance. _ trombonist in Tommy Dorsey’s orch; 

Lincoln Kirstein, ‘mother is Kay Weber, former band 
Director, American Ballet Caravan. bee hen, Said Denti ne tu 
wey New York, Feb. 23. Father is film 
actor. 





Arthur Boran Views With Alarm 
New York. 





Editor, VARIETY: ; 
I know it has always been a policy| MARRIAGES 

of Variety to record firsts in any Frances Jane Garrison to Milburn 
‘branch of the entertainment world. Stone, in Las Vegas, N. M., Feb. 11. 
| Vaudeville fell into oblivion upon He’s film player. 

‘the arrival of talking pictures., Joan Buckmaster to Robert Mor- 
Vaudeville made its appearance via ley, in London, Feb. 23. Bride is 
another outlet called ‘club engage-| daughter of actiess Gladys Cooper; 
| ments’ (a one-night booking in lead- he’s British film and legit player. 











| ing hotels). Lee Russell to Herbert Marshall, in 
This medium has become a form|Las Vegas, N. M. Both are film 
of existence to the former vaude-' players. 
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VARIETY Wednes ay, February 28, 1919 


Once the drum-roll was the sig- 
nal that something BIG was 
going oOn.... 


Advertising is the drum-roll of 
TODAY! 


Something big [S going on... 
and the Prize Baby is be- 
» hind it! 


Some of the finest advertis- 
ing and exploitation brains 
in this business are now listed 


under one banner... the 
NATIONAL SCREEN banner. 


They work in co-operation with 
the producers of your pictures 
to give you Lobby Displays... 
Accessories...lrailers which 
cram every last ounce of selling 
power into those products... 
made available to you through 
one great distribution system... 
NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 


...- Best Ticket Seller in the 
Business! 


nationaL Sov” SERVICE: 


NATIONAL Gove” ACCESSORIES 
ADVERTISING ACCESSORIES nc. 








